
A HISTORY OF NEWNAN SPRINGS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 

Near the headwaters or Spring Creek in Catoosa County~ Georgia, we are told that a 
group or Methodists met on a hill apove the spring and organized McAfee's Chapel. 
It is reported that the organization took place before the Indians left the region 
in 1838. Undoubtedly the church is one of the oldest in the area. It was named for 
an early settler in the westeI'n pa.rt of Catoosa County. 

The rirst church was built or logs and was used until the War Between the States. 
In 1863 the :Battle of Chickamauga was fought nearby. During General Sherman's 
occupation, Federal troops used the church as a bakery; and in 1864 the building 
burned. The congregation was scattered, and rrom that time until 1868 no services 
were held .. 

~ut in 1868 the church was reorganized as a Methodist Episcopal Church, South, with 
sixteen members. The records show these as "restored", so we assume that they were 
all members of the first congregation. A member of the family did make the return 
trip on horseback, however, to take pa.rt in the reorganization, and to express the 
willingness of his family for the name of the church to be changed. At this time 
the name became Newnan Springs Methodist Episc'opal Church, South, in honor of Gener
al Newnan, a veteran of the War of 1812, whose name the community had adopted. He 
was a Georgia congressman and Secretary of' State. He is said to have been killed 
by an Indian as he leaned over to get a drink from the big spring. A clause in an 
early deed to the church called for right of way to the spring but it was later re
moVed. General Newnan is buried in the nearby cemetery and a monument erected still 
stands south of the present church. The church today is approximately one hundred 
yards from the site of' the first McAfee's Chapel. 

The second church building was erected on a knoll about fifty yards from the one 
which burned. It was constructed of rough sawed pine boards and stood about 24 by 
30 feet. There were doors in the f'ront only. Three windows down each side gave 
adequate light for daytime. At night kerosene lamps on the wall were used. For 
winter use there was a wood-burning heater in the center of the room. 

Repairs were made on this building in accordance with the report from the church con
f'erence of September 25, 1872. "It was agreed by the members of the church that our 
proportion of the funds arising from the sale of the camp ground property be applied 
to repairs on our church building." 

Excerpts from early church records show the seriousness with which church matters 
were undertaken: 

october 27, 1872: Pastor reported revivals in every church and about 100 profes
sions. Urote - the pastoL' servec. rnor2 than (ln2 cht'rch.)
 
November 29, 1873: Pastor reported during year he had preached 183 sermons, made
 
515 pastoral visits, rode 3,350 miles, and 68 joined the church.
 
April 19, 1879: Pastor i:'eported about 200 pastoral visits, but round very few
 
family altars.
 
May 19, 1889: Roll was called and several members were charged nth continued
 
absence rrom church. A committee was appointed to see them and ascertain why they
 
had not been to church.
 
July 4, 1885: 8 received on application, 10 received by certif'icate, 3 restored,
 
6 removed by certificate, 1 dropped, 3 died, 1 expelled, 1 suspended.
 
July 2, 1887: We rejoice in the peace and fellowship of this church, express our
 
profound gratitude to God for His presence and blessing in all the past and for o.xr
 
faith in the opening future.
 



On March 19, 1887, in the Quarterly Conference, the following resolution was record
ed: Resolved that in view of the peculiar surroundings of church property at Newnan 
Springs, trustees of said property are hereby authorized to sell and deed said 
property at such time and on such terms as they may judge for the best interests of 
the church and to invest proceeds in the building of another house of worship at 
said place for the benefit of said M. E. Church, South." Again on September 22, 
1888, the following business was transacted: f'~l/e the trustees of the Newnan Springs 
Church property of the M. E. Church, South, submit the following of acts: We had a 
deed to two acres around the present church building. The grounds around it have 
been recently sold but the church lot reserved. Valuation of the church building, 
$300. 

In 1890 this building was moved to a spot on what is now known as Cloud Springs Road 
where, it was used until 1916 as a school building. It was then converted into a 
dwelling and used as such until shortly before 1950. 

In 1890 the third church building was erected about 200 feet north from where the 
second building had stood. It had beautiful windows, a high arched ceiling, and a 
tall bell tower. It was far ahead of the average building of the section at the 
time it was built. 

The. shortly after World War I, this building was remodeled at a cost of about 
$3,000. Sunday School rooms and a choir loft were added. This was made possible 
by lengthening the sanctuary. Again, in 1935 this building was remodeled. It was 
also moved to a new location, approximately two hundred and fifty feet to the east, 
and the church was turned around so as to face west. This placed the building in a 
more advantageous setting. A basement was excavated to give still more Sunday 
School space. Rooms were included for a furnace, and a vestibule was added at the 
front of the building. The church was painted throughout, and shrubbery was planted, 
which added much to the beauty of the setting. 

During the pastorate of the Rev. Frank Crawley, he preached his remembered "$2,000 
sermon". This began the building fund for a. still larger church. Approximately 
$2,000 was put into government bonds at this time, and during the pastorates which 
followed, special building fund projects were carried on. On August 11, 1947, Home
coming Day was observed and at this time a ground-breaking service was held to 
mark the beginning of the new church. The site of this fourth building was secured 
in 1935 and lies approximately seventy-five feet north of the third building. The 
Rev. Peter Manning was the new District Superintendent and rreached his first sermon 
at Newnan Springs that day. Many said that that groundbreaking and homecoming mark
ed the greatest attendance ever at Newnan Springs. 

This last building is made of brick in colonial architectural design. On January 2, 
1949 the congregation worshiped in the new church for the first service. The sermon 
was preached by Bishop Arthur J. Moore. 

Ground breaking was held for the Educational Building on August 3, 1958 with the Rev. 
Hoyt Henderson as pastor. Cons~ruction for a Christian Activities Building near the 
church began on November 2, 1978 and a Consecration Service was held May 20, 1979. 

In 1866 Newnan Springs was placed on the Rock Springs Circuit but was transferred to 
the Ringgold Circuit by the Quarterly Conference July 24, 1873. In 1936 Newnan 
Sprin~s became a Station. In 1939 all financial aid was withdrawn by the Conference. 
as the church had become completely self-supporting. 
" . . 
J!;til 1936 the minister lived in Ringgold but early in that year a movement was be

~n to have him move into this community and he set up residence on stateline Road.
 
On June 8, 1936 the parsonage family moved to their new home next to the church.
 
The house cost $4,500 and $2,000 of that was borrowed. The church continued to -",_
 
prosper and in 1941 the debt was removed. Bishop Moore returned to dedicate the
 
parsonage on July 27, 1941.
 



It is probable that the first Sunday School was organized in 1868, When the church 
was reorganized after the Civil War; but these years were evidently years of struggle: 
for this entry appears in the records: "August 17, 1874, Sunday School Superinten
dent reported the Sabbath school has closed for want of attendance of scholars." 
Then in the record dated October 9, 1886, "There is littie hope for a successful 
church or prosperous community where the religious training of the children is ne
glected." 

The first obtainable Sunday School records are in 1893. The officers were: B. D. 
Dailey, Superintendent; John Schmitt, Assistant Superintendent; W. C. l-lard, Treasur
er; L. A. Dailey, Secretary; W. H. Kinsey, Librarian. On February 26, 1893, there 
were 32 scholars present, five officers and teachers. The offering was twenty cents. 

The Woman's Missionary Society was organized between 1922 and 1925, during the 
ministry of Rev. J. H. Couch. Mrs. W. Mack Smith was the first president and her 
daughter, Mrs. A. E. Miles, Sr., was the first treasurer. There were twelve chart 
er members in the society. Between 1934 and 1937 the Wesleyan Service Guild was or
ganized with Miss Ella Dailey as the first president. It is believed the Epworth 
League was started about 1914 and re-organized in 1920 by Rev. R. E. Rutland. Mr. 
J. Rhea Williams was elected the president. A group of United Methodist Men l.;as., 
organized in 1974 and a Jolly Elders (Senjar Citizens) program also was formed in 
1974. 

A pipe organ was installed in time for the service on January 2, 1949 and it was 
dedicated on March 6, 1949. 

The building that was first occupied in January 1949 was dedicated at the 11 o'clock 
service, Sunday, May 13, 1956. Bishop Arthur J. Moore of Atlanta, prea.ched and led 
the dedicatory service. This service marked the successful conclusion of a drive 
to remove all indebtedness more than seven years ahead of schedule. The financial 
success was accompanied by spiritual growth and this service was considered the 
beginning of still greater spiritual endeavor~ 

Through the years several members of the church have dedicated their lives to . 
Christian service. Two, George Thompson and Floyd Wells, are now members of the 
North Georgia Conference. 

Among the early members of Newnan Springs were: 
Augustus Green (early settler - Greens Lake (Lake Winnepesauka.) named for him 

member of McFarland family) 
T. G• McFarland 
Mary Green 
Sarah McFarland 
Mary G. Ellis 
Louisa Strange 
Martha Harrison 
Harriet Dickert (coJ~lectied :first money for new building used as church until 1890) 
Georgia:P.oda 
Rosalind Oliphant 
Mary K. Cline 
William LaFayette Kinsey 
Calidonia C. Kinsey 
Sarah Kelley 
Elisha Kelley 
J. G. Kington
 
Lucy King
 
Jonnie Schmitt
 
Robert Hogan
 
Louisa strange
 
Tallahassee Foster
 
California Harrison
 



Since 1868, fifty-nine ministers have served Ne~n1an Springs. Through the faithfUl 
and devout service of these pastors, the church has pror,resscd throueb the years. 
The names of these pastors are listed belou. l!~ are 1istine; several nf the district 
superintendents I names. .. 

PASTORS MID DATES OF SERVICE 

1868-70 H. D. Heath 1904-05 T. M. Elliot 
1870-71 R. A. Giddens 1905-07 J. H. Bailey 
1871-72 Sanford Leal(e 1907~09 A. M~ Sprayberry 
1872-73 D. J. rTeer,iS 1909-10 N. A. Parsons 
lR73-74 J. B. McFarland 1910-11 M. L. Harris 
1874-75 J. P. Richardson 1911-13 J. H. Little 
1875-76 G. If. Thomas 1913-14 R. A. Cliett 
1876-77 W. L. ~'footen 1914-16 D. P. Johnston 
1877-78 M. L. Underwood 1916-17 Lucian Roper 
1878-79 G. W. Duvall 1917-18 J. S. Hill 
1879-80 N. Z. Glenn 1918-20 H. T. Smith 
1880-82 W. T. Laine 1920-22 R. E. Rutland 
1882-84 Eli Smith 1922-25 J. H. Couch 
1884-85 A. J. Hughes 1925-27 M. B. Sams 
1885-86. ""T. G. Morgan 1927-29 W. A. Woodruff 
1886-87 w. D. Shea 1929-34 J. L. Hall 
1887-88 B. F. Payne 1934-37 J. B. Smith 
1888-89 M. A. Phillips 1937-39 J.K. Brown 
1889-90 J. R. Speck 1939-43 R. Frank Crawley 
1890-91 Eli Smith 1943-45 Sewell Dixon 
1891-92 R. R. Johnson 1945-49 Harry L. Mitcham 
1892-94 W. G. Hanson 1949-51 M. M. Whittemore 
1894-95 Clayton Quillian 1951-57 Tim W. Holbrook 
1895-97 J. W. Gober 1957-58 Hubert Dodd 
1897-98 J. O. A. Trogan 1958-61 W. Hoyt Henderson 
1898-99 H. M. Smith 1961-71 J. Howell Hearn 
1899-00" Walter Millican 1971-74 Richard M. Harris 
1900-01 J. E. Russell 1974-78 Renf'roe E. Hatson, Jr. 
1901-02 E. A. vlare 1978-80 Forrest L. King 
1902-04 John R. Jones "r 1980- James D. Turrentine 

DISTRICI' SUPE1:ITNTENDENTS AND DATES OF SERVICE 

1872 William J. Scott 1941-47 c. M. Lipham 
1873-74 Robert W. Bigham 1947~51 N. Peter Manning 
1885-87 vI. F. Quillian 1951-55 Ha.skell c. Stratton 
1888- J. M. Lowery 1955-59 William H. Gardner 
1919-22 J. F. Yarbrough 1959-63 E. D. Rudisill 
1922-26 S. A. Harris 1963-67 William A. Tyson, Jr. 
1926-30 Frank Quillian 1967-72 Charles L. Middlebrooks, Jr. 
1930-34 J. R. Turner 1972-78 H. Dan Rice 
1934-38 A. M. Pierce 1978- Jac1e R. Bozeman 
1938-41 J. s. Thraikill 


