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HISTORY OF OUSLEY METHODIST CHURCH 

1858 to PRESENT 

1858 It was just before the Civil War that Newdaygate B. Ousley, 
while filling his first appointment to the DeKalb Circuit, 
founded Ousley Chapel Methodist Church. The first meeting 
of this new church was held in a brush arbor at which is now 
the appll!6ximate location of the Georgia Power Company 
building on Candler Road. It is believed that the church was 
first called II Brierwood. 11 It is thought that services were 
held in the arbor in the sununer and in homes during the 
winter for several years until a church building was erected. 

1861 

1865 

During the Civil War the area served by Ousley Chapel was 
occupied by Federal Troops, and understandably, member
ship dropped off, and activity diminished. A few faithful 
members held the mission together, and during this time the 
name was changed from Briarwood to Ousley Chapel in honor 
of its founder. 

1880 After the war, Ousley Chapel again started its uphill climb 
to form a church. About 1880 a small frame building was 
erected on the present site. This building was white and had 
two front doors. The Sanctuary was divided; the women and 
small children sat on one side - the men and older boys on the 
other! 

1924 The members were challenged by a gift of $1, 000. 00 left in the 
will of Brother George T. Webb, whereupon a new brick 
Sanctuary was erected. The Rev. W. J. Culpepper was the 
Pastor. 

1928 In this year the Building Committee divided the indebtednes s 
remaining, paid it and dedicated the building. 

1949 The East wing was added. The first full time pastor, the Reverend 
William H. Ruff was assigned. He served seven years. During 
these years Sunday School attendance peaked at 1,158, 3/25/56. 

1952 The present Sanctuary was enlarged and proved to be too small 
for the community with the first services. 

1953 West wing was added. 
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History continued... 

1949 During this period of ten years, Ousley grew from 153 
to 1,465 members in Sunday School, with an average 

1959 attendance increase from 100 to 756. That is over 750% 
increase. The church membership grew from 190 to 
1, 323, nearly 700% increase. The estimated value of 
the property has increased from $35, 000 to $175, 000. 

1960	 The Reverend Harold L. Cochran, Pastor, died. He 
had ITlade all his reports to the Quarterly Conference, 
and had sent his Annual Report in to the North Georgia 
Conference for his years work. 

On Sunday, NoveITlber 13, 1960, 3 olclodk in the after
noon the ground was officially broken, syITlbolizing 
the beginning of the building of our long "hoped for" 
new sanctuary. 

1961	 DeceITlber 10, 1961, the congregation ITloved into the 
new sanctuary with a seating capacity of more than 750 
a facility costing ITlore than $250, 000, not counting the 
new furnishings. 


