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Pleasant Grove is not a new church at all; however, with an 

occasional "face lifting", the addition of Sunday School rooms at 

two different times, and remodeling of the interior -- with new 

pews and carpet for the sles; who muld call Pleasant Grove an 

old church? One who views the many beautiful trees around the 

church and grounds (especially the stately oaks \nth their in

Viting shade) would hardly inquire how it got its name, for it 

is indeed a pleasant grove. 

The church is located about four miles from Dalton (iiliit

field County) and on the highway to Cleveland, Tenn. The two 

deeds. to land upon which it was built, are dated July 6, 1873 

and March 1, 876. They are made to the Trustees of the church; 

the former by Anthony Bolander, "consideration,$15.00" and the 

lattel" by John D. illiamson, "consideration, interest in the 

cause of Christianity". The first deed is for one acre of land. 

and the last is for five and one-half acres, more or less. 

The names of the trustees at that time as listed on the 

deed of July 6,1873 are: Martin Berry, Isaac N. Hair, Thomas A. 

Tye, John L. Bender and Samuel C. Swann. On the deed dated 

March 1, 1876 are: Martin Berry, Samuel Swann, J. P. Bailey, 

J. L. Bender and L. W. Quillian. The property is deeded to these 

trustees, and "to their successors". 
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Tradi tion has it that the church memb ership was organized, 

probably around 1853, many years prior to the erection of the church 

building. The congregation first met for "i'Torship at the Baptist 

Church nearby, a log house used also for a schoolhouse for many years. 

Regretably, it has not been possible to list the names of all 

pastors and presiding elders from the beginning of the Church, but 

we have had many wonderful men to g ve us the Gospel. Those known 

are included on a following page. 

Vfuen the writer joined the church at Pleasant Grove in 1893, 

the Rev. M. D. Smith was pastor. He published a little pamphlet 

called "The Circuit Rider" it} the interest of the Dalton Circuit. 

A page from this publication dated November 1893 shows that the cir

cui t inc luded"Hamil ton St., Church, a three-quarter st ation, 1.s, 

Preaching two Sundays and every Sunday night in each month, with 

monthly appointments at Five Springs and Pleasant Grove on Saturday 

and Sunday". The same issue states: "These churches had 334 mem

bers at the beginning of the Conference year. Hamilton St. had 164, 

Pleasant Grove 119, Five Springs 51". The assessments far that 

year Vlere: "For Presiding Elder 60; for Preooher in Charge, $360. 

Now Pleasant Grove alone has a membership of 249 with Pastor's 

salary $1800. Last year (1949) the total amount for church expendir 

tures including salary, benevolences, gifts, etc., was $3741.00 

Churches did not pay much in the early days -- some of what 

they did pay was in "scr p", anything a preacher could use and much 

of it he couldn't use at all. 

In later years Pleasant Grove was transferred to t e Varn

ells Circuit with parsonage at Varnells. For a tilOO we still had 

preaching only one Sunday each month, then two later on. 
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Now, Pleasant Grove is a "full time" Church with preach ng every 

Sunday., morning and even ng; also, a new parsonage on the church 

't,property completed in the fall of 1949 at a cost of near ~6,OOO. 

Another building on the church grounds is t..h.e tabernacle, 

erected primarily as a meeting place for :vhi tfield County's east 

side Sunday School Convention. This convention is an annual event 

on the first Saturday in August and is financed and supported by 

all denominations, with the various SundSW Schools contributing 

something toward the entertainment of the day. The program 

usually ncludes songs, recitations, a prominent speaker at the 

eleven o'clock hour, d nner on the ground and contest singing by 

classes in the afternoon. The grove in which the tabernacle and 

church are located was, in years gone by, knovffi as Pleasant Grove 

"Camp Grounds". 

Any recording of the history of Pleasant Grove Methodist 

Church would not be complete without the inclusion of those who 

have worked so faithfully through the years. RecogniZing each 

and eve yone is an impossibl task but it would be amiss not to 

mention several who have been outstanding in her history. Jesse 

L. almer, our song leader for many ye ars, vmrk ed dilligently to 

teach the con regation songs from the new books ~nich were pub-

I shed from t me to time, and oftentimes served as organist. In 

addition he served efficiently as Secretary of the Church, and 

in various other capacities. Others who have given a labor of 

love have been Mrs Amanda Charles, Miss Mary illian and rass 

Harriett Cady as Sunday School te achers ani V/O rkers. Another 
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was Miss Lizzie Quillian about Thorn has been said" served 33 

years as a teacher n our Sunday School, a record so rich and so 

rare, that 'ue search in vain for a parallel". 

Several preachers and Christian workers have gone out to 

serve God from Pleasant Grove; among them, the Rev. Clayton Quill

ian, Rev. Robert Richardson, Rev. Ernest Davis, and others. The 

church has been blessed through the yegrs vlith effective and conse

crated lay leadership,and this type of service is stilJ be~ng ren

dered day after day, Sunday after Sunday, and year after year. 

There are names ~e hear and faces we see frequently nou that will 

stand alongside the most faithful of the past. There are lives 

being lived and service being given at Pleasant Grove today that 

TIill continue to bless our community and our church long after 

they have been cal ed to their eternal reward. 

Our church has a good Woman's Society of Christ an Service 

and has had for a number of years. Iso a Wesl~an Service Guild 

that boasts a birthday celebration. The Church School has an en

rollment of around 150. The Methodist Youth Fellowship is grow

ing and often brings the banner home from Youth Rally. 

Hay 7, 1950 was of unique significance through the infant 

ba9tism of a son of Mr and Mrs Jack Brooker and a daughter of 

[r and Mrs Edgar Brooker. Some of the grand parents and great

grand parents were present, but, the grandparents of the great

grand parents were charter members of this same Pleasant Grove. 

Others pl"esent could have boasted of tiB same -- descendants of 

the Qu llians,(Mill gan and Lewis) two brothers, who figured 

pro111inently in the vlork of the IiI thodist Episcopal Church, South. 
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Pastor's wives as ~ell as the appointed preachers are im

portant factors in the spiritual life of the church. 1 any conse

crated Christian workers have c~ae to us with OUD pastors -- all 

are appreciated and remembered. 

A good Superintendent of the Church School \'fi th a corIE of 

enthusiastic teachers; Stewards and Trustees of the church, too; 

pianist and song leader, secretaries and treasurers all these, 

and even each individual in the pew -- go to make up a good 

church. To do the best we can y;herever I"e are, that should be our 

aim -- always pressing forward and recognizing our debt, "both to 

the wise and the unwise". 

In our c.b..ronicles we pass over the mist akes and hardships 

that come the way, more or less, of all churches and all organi

zations ~ho seek to make ours a better world in whic to live. 

These stakes and hardships have served to give us clearer vision 

and surer tread and are soon forgotten in the realization of our 

aims. 

One SOVIS, others cultivate and many reap. "There is a 

destiny~ that makes men brothers; none goes his way alone. All 

that we send into the Iiva s of others, comes back int 0 our ownn • 
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In Conclusion 

AN OPEN LETTER TO MY CHURCH 

It has een quite a pleasure for me to fulfill 

the request to write your history. I deem it an honor 

conferred on me by my fellow laborers and I have earn

estly endeavored to portray you as you have truly been: 

Next to the Bible as "A lamp unto our feet and a light 

unto our way". 

In all humility and sincerity I dare say that 

no other person has loved you more than I. I still love 

you and intend to be true to you to the end or, shall I 

say, "until I join the Church triumphant". 

No doubt at t mes it has seemed that I was 

careless and negligent when the winds of adversity, 

human disappointment, etc., were arourd me, but on 

turning back to you and your interests I find solace. 

As I said at first, it has been a pleasure 

to reminisce on days gone by. May you ever grow in 

strength and Grace. 

may 1950 
Lizzie Donaldson Smith 
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SUPPLE1ffiNT TO THE HISTORY OF PLEASANT GROVE 

A age From An Old Quarterly Conference Record, Tenure of 
Office of All Known Presiding Elders and Preachers. 

A -0-0 -0-0-0

Sunday, Nov. 15, 1891. Pastor, Rev. r. T. Hamby
 
Class Leader, M. P. Qu llian. Superintendent, Mack Charles.
 

February 18, 1894. Pastor, Rev. J. N. Myers.
 
Secretary, J. L. almer. Class Leaders: i B Donaldson, L {
 
Q;uillian, J N Felker, John H Richardson, K H Howe 1.
 

July 21, 1895. Pastor, Rev. J. W. Gober 

Jan. 15, 1899. Pastor, Rev. J. • Tyson 

April 15, 1900. Pastor, Rev. J. W. Bailey.
 
Class Leaders: C. H. Farrar, W. B. Donaldson, S. D. Nailon,
 
I. B. Trippe. Ladies appointed to d stribute 20th CentUl~Y 

Li terature: Lizzie Donaldson, Rosa Daves, Maud 'darren and 
Daisy Richardson. 

March 1901. Pastor, Rev. J. Mann. 

May 17, 1902 and Jan. 18, 1903. Pastor, Rev. J. Matt Hawkins. 

Collections, or payments to' preachers, ran around b/o or 
three dollars or maybe five, with same scrip such as corn or 
fodder for horses, meat, eggs and such like for pastors. 

Pleasant Grove and the other three or four churches on the 
circuit many years ago, were assisted by the Board of Missions. 

B - An incomplete list of Presiding Elders, now D st. Supt. 
Some names prior to 1930, B P Allen, Ford McRae, W. T.
 
Irvine and J. F. Yarbrough ..
 

1931-1934 J. R. Turner iTt,
 
1935-1938 rd", n' ~i11!aft ,74. · ~~
 ' T 

1939-1941 J. S. Thrailkill
 
1942-1947 C. M. Lipham
 
1948 ---- N. P. .:Manning
 

A list of known pastors who have served Pleasant Grove. 

(See following pages) 
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