
A BRIEF HISTORY OF
 
THE PLEASANT VALLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 

Approximately 140 years ago a group of people were touring the country, 

stopping at various places, conducting religious services. They stopped at 

a place which is now four miles south of Monroe, Georgia and built a brush 

arbor for the purpose of conducting their worship services. They thought it 

was a cool pleasant place, and decided to give it a name. So they named it 

IIP1easant Valleyll. That is where the name of this community and this church 

originated. 

April 4, 1848 Mrs. Nancy Gresham donated two acres of land for the erec

tion of a Methodist Church and School. In 1853 the first church building of 

a permanent nature was built. This served the congregation until the main 

structure of the present building was built in 1905 which consisted of one 

large room with two doors on the front and one door on the north side. The 

building was uncei1ed and was lighted by oil lamps hung in brackets around 

the sanc tuary. 

In 1930 some improvements were made. Sunday School rooms were added 

on each side of the sanctuary largely from the lumber cut from trees donated 

by members and friends and the labor of members and friends. This renovation 

was done while Rev. N. O. L. Powell was pastor of Pleasant Valley. 

In 1940 the church was brick veneered under the leadership of its pastor, 

Rev. B. N. McHan. In 1941 a new roof was added. In 1943 other improvements 

were made. In 1947 under the pastorate of Rev. J. J. Mize other additions 

were made. Rev. Jesse Warwick came to pastor the charge in 1947. 

In 1961 six additional Sunday School rooms were added as well as the choir 

10ft and two restrooms. At this time the Rev. Ray King was our pastor. Since 

then the sanctuary and Sunday School rooms have been made ~ore usable with a 
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central heating and air conditioning unit. A memorial garden type cemetery 

has been set aside on a lot behind the main church building and many of the 

lots have already been purchased. 

In 1970 the memory steeple was erected at a cost of $1,203.06 which was 

given in memory of deceased loved ones. Rev. Harold E. Braswell was pastor 

when these improvements were made. 

In 1974 the foyer and vestibule was added as well as the new columned 

front on the church. This improvement was completed at the cost of some 

$14,000 dollars. The interior of the sanctuary was redecorated and new light 

fixtures were added. Dedication services were held on June 16, 1974 under the 

present pastor, Rev. Jack Gillespie. 

Many improvements have been made over the years and in the 140 years of 

service to God and his people, the congregations of Pleasant Valley Church 

has always served with dignity and honor. We are proud of the heritage of this 

church and humbled that God has seen fit to allow us to serve in his ministry 

in Pleasant Valley for the years past and pray that we may be used for many 

years to come as a strong witness for God, His Christ, and His Church. 



Pleasant Valley Methodist Church, Monroe Circuit, North Georgia Conference, 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South 

Gainesville District 

Date Minister 
1927 J. H. Brown; E. A. Caldwell, junior preacher 
1928 N. O. L. Powell; E. A. Caldwell, junior preacher 
1929 N. O. L. Powell; H. C. Jones, junior preacher 
1930 N. O. L. Powell; G. H. C. Stone, junior preacher 

Dec atur -Oxford District 
1931 J. E. Holbrook; Arthur Kinsey 
1932 J. E. Holbrook 
1933 " " 
1934 " " 
1935 " " 
1936 J. E. Cline 
1937 B. N. McHan 
1938 " " 
Pleasant Valley Methodist Church, Monroe Circuit, North Georgia Conference, 

Methodist Church (U.S.) 

Decatur-Oxford District 

1939 B. N. McHan 
1940 W. E. Purcell 
1941 J. J. Mlze; E. A. Caldwell, asst. 
1942 J. J. Mize 
1943 A. J. Ledford 
1944 Lamar Cherry 
1945 Jesse Warwick 
1946 "" 
1947 " " 
1948 " " 
1949 W. W. Yates 
1950 Warren W. Yates 
1951 " " 
1952 Prentiss M. Gordon 
1953 " " 
1954 " " 
1955 Berlin Edwards 
1956 Byron Richards 
1957 William B. Price 
1958 Joseph H. Scheff 
1959 Perry Klee 
1960 Raymond V. King 
1961 " " 
Athens-Elberton District 

1962 Raymond V. King 
1963-1965 Dean Milford 
1966-1967 Harold E. Braswell 


