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The History of the Royston Methodist Church and that of 

the town of Royston run quite parallel to each other. The 

city was named for William Asbury Royston, who purchased two 

acres of land at the "Cross Roads" for the sum of four dol

lars about 1875 and shortly thereafter erected a dwelling 

house and store. This was the first building built in this 

community. Robert Berryman, Anguish Johnson and Jackson 

Burnett came into possession of a large tract in this area 

about 1850, and the two acres were purchased from them. 

Franklin Springs Post Office was soon set up at "Cross Roads" 

and ~r. Royston was the first postmaster. The pioneering 

spirit of Mr. Royston led him to purchase other adjoining 

property and set aside fifty acres for community enterprises 

such as a railroad, churches and a school. The name of the 

community was then changed to Royston and was incorporated 

in 1879, the railroad having been completed some months pre

vious. 

The Methodist Church was organized in 1877 under the / ~I 

direction of Rev. Samuel Gaines, who had migrated from Ten

nessee to this section. There were twenty charter members 

as follows: James Tolly Phillips, Mrs. Martha Phillips, 

D. W. Phillips, Mrs. Laura Phillips, Allen S. Turner, Mrs. 

Jane Turner, Mrs. Amanda Phillips, J. W. Adams, Mrs. Lizzie 

Adams, W. F. Cunningham, Sara Cunningham, W. C. Heaton, Mrs. 

Mary Heaton, W. B. Higginbotham, Sara Higginbotham, Mrs. 

P. E. Higginbotham, J. C. Higginbotham, J. W. Neece, (local 

preacher), Mrs. Lizzie Neece, and Tarpley Phillips (exhorter). 
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The services were first held in a school house which 

stood on Franklin Springs Road, about a hundred yards from 

the "Cross Roads." A Sunday School "Was organized in 1878 

in a residence owned by Dr. Veal. Epps Bond was the first 

Superintendent and Dr. B. O. Osborne was his successor. 

The first house of worship erected by the Methodists 

was on a lot donated by the founder of the city and situated 

on Elberton Road about 300 yards from the center of the vil 

lage. It 1s not definitely known just when it was bUilt, 

but certainly it was about 1880, according to the recollec

tion of Mr. James Asbury Royston who is now 89 years of age 

and the son of the founder of the city. This first structure 

was destroyed by a cyclone in the year 1886. A second house 

of worship was erected on this same lot. It was completed, 

evidently, in 1888 during the pastorate of Rev. Luke G. John

son, and is still standing, having been converted into a 

residence. 

The present brick structure was undertaken in 1911 dur

ing the pastorate of Rev. W. W. Gaines at an estimated cost 

of $25,000, though the pastor's salary at the time was only 

$800. The story of the heroism and sacrifice exemplified 

in the completion of this beautiful building is very chal

lenging. Little by little it was completed and paid for 

only to realize that times were changing and alterations and 

further improvements needed to be made to meet the require

ments of the day. The main part of the building is now wear

ing its third roof, a new one just recently having been put 
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on (1951). It has also been redecorated on the inside at 

considerable expense and 1s now more dressed up perhaps than 

even the designer first conceived. During the pastorate 

of Rev. J. Douglas Gibson an electronic organ and tower 

chimes were added to the equipment. At the time this is 

being written (June, 1951) the parsonage--also erected 

along with the building of the church--is being redecorated 

inside in the same fashion as the church auditorium, with 

sanded floors, new carpets and walls in modest colors. 

Royston Methodist Church has not been unfruitful in 

giving of her youth to full time service. Rev. George P. 

Gary and his sister, Mrs. Emma Gary Lee, have given many 

years of service to the Methodist Church. The former as 

a pastor in the North Georgia Conference, and the latter 

as a missionary in China. Two young men, Garnett Wilder, Jr. 

and Toombs Kay, Jr. are entering the itenerant connection 

of the North Georgia Conference at this 1951 cession. 

Perhaps the most famous preacher ever to serve the 

Royston Church and Circuit, for a long time connected with 

it, ''''as the Rev. Lundy Harris, who was assigned to this v' 

charge as a bachelor preacher in the fall of 1886 and served 

for two years. Near the close of his first years ministry, 

he brought as his bride to Royston, the former Miss Corra 

1ihite, of Elbert Countr. ~There was not a parsonage at the 
~ -W~tk. 

time and the young couple~in the home ~ Mr. and Mrs. J. J • .,. 
Bond, just two doors from the present parsonage. It was 

here that she "looked out the window of her room at the 
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cherry trees in bloom," saw visions and dreamed dreams 

which, without doubt, sketched the outline for her famous 

book, "The Circuit Riders Wife." It is interesting to note 

that the salary fixed for the pastor of seven churches by 

the Quarterly Conference was $300, all of which records 

show'was not paid. 

Royston Church has at this time 360 members on its 

roll and 210 enrolled in Sunday School. It has a strong 

W.S.G.S. with fifty members and a Weslyan Service Guild 

of 24 members. C. M. Higginbotham is chairman of the Board 

of Stewards, L. M. Turner is superintendent of the Sunday 

School, and Mrs. W. C. Harris is president of the W.S.C.S. 

Mrs. Harvey Sanders is head of the Weslyan Service Guild. 
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Pastors of 

Royston Methodist Church 

Rev. Samuel Gaines 1877
 
Rev. L. D. Sewell 1878

Rev. Benson Higginbotham

Rev. Will Harris 

••
Rev. Cranston Oliver •
Rev. J. A. Timmerman * Rev. Ford HcCree ill
 

Rev. Lundy Harris 1886-7
 
Rev. Luke G. Johnson 1888
 
Rev. W. T. Norman 1889
 
Rev. W. A. Cooper 1890
 
Rev. J. M. Sewell 1891-2
 
Rev. A. H. S. Bugg 1893-lr 
Rev. Fred Hashburn 1695-6
 
Rev. F. H. Branham 1897
 
Rev. F. R. Seaborn 1898-9
 
Rev. J. A. Reynolds 1900
 
Rev. L. P. ilnter 1901-2
 
Rev. J. F. Yarborough 1903-4
 
Rev. W. A. Haxwe11 1905-8
 
Rev. W. W. Gaines 1910-11
 
Rev. W. A. Simmons 1912-13
 
Rev. F. D. Cantrell 1914-15
 
Rev. T. M. Sullivan 1916-18
 
Rev. Irby Henderson 1919-20
 
Rev. A. E. Sansborn 1921-3
 
Rev. T. 1'-1. Elliott 1924
 
Rev. J. O. Brand 1925-8
 
Rev. J. L. Hall 1929-30
 
Rev. W. D. Spence 1931
 
Rev. F. E. Crutcher 1932-5
 
Rev. W. T. Irvine 1936-7-8
 
Rev. F. Q. Echols 1939-40
 
Rev. C. W. Fruitt 1941-2
 
Rev. G. F. Venable 1943-4

Rev. J. D. Gibson 1945-8-~ 
Rev. R. P. Etheridge 1949- V V
 

First Church built 

Destroyed by storm. 
Second Church built 
Salary $300 

Present bUilding
erected. 

Salary $800 
Debt on bldg. cleared 
Royston made station 

• Dates not knO\fl1 
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_. •B. .l! 1.L :vship ~ th dist vhurch (n 'I kn s v nn b c us 
f th ost V _ic "n r by) h s neen p rt of the R yst n 
~harge since the ch rgc vas formed. rtedvin church Iso 
in the lestE-Tn part of hart "'~Uilty "s n th oyst n vharge 
until 1920 "lhe11 it w ..1 placed ~n the ganou 11 r,...;e. 

ann voncrrcgntion is served as n e fl..rly ::;und•.y orning 
ap ointment during th ~unduy ~cho 1 hour at no~st n. 

rlhe Pastox, ~ ••Ltheridge 


