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In the spring of 1888 several families following 

their religious inclinations and acting on the invitation 

of Mrs. R. E. Montgomery, began to hold Sunday School and 

prayer meetings at her home on what is now the corner of 

Pine and Myrtle Streets. 

This group continued to grow in number and interest 

until the need for a church soon became apparent. Mr. Thomas 

A. Pannell gave a tract of land on Myrtle Street; the church 

was built and was known as the Myrtle Street Methodist Church. 

The original trustees were: J. B. M. Winburn, A. B. C. 

Dorsey, F. M. Loden, George Rakestraw, Robert Winburn, and 

J. B. Robins. 

The Reverend H. S. Braswell was the first pastor. A 

list of all the pastors and the years they have served is 

as follows: 

Rev. H. S. Braswell 1889· · · · Rev. A. A. Tilley 1890· · · · · · · Rev. w. B. Dillard. 1891 
Rev. L. P. Winter 1892· · · · · · · Rev. C. M. Verdell. 1893 
Rev. J. H. Little 1894-96· · · Rev. W. F. Colley · · 1897-98· Rev. A. A. Tilley 1899-1902· · · · · Rev. W. P. King . 1903 
Rev. R. M. Dixon. · · · 1904-05· · · Rev. C. Carey 1906. . · · · · · · · Rev. A. D. Nichols. 1907 
Rev. C. P. Marchman · · · 1908· 
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In 1908 during the pastorate of Rev. Marchman, the
 

old location of the church was abandoned and a ne location
 

was purchased (grounds and building) on Grove street. The
 

Name of the church as changed to that of St. Paul. The
 

congregation continued to worship at this place and the num


bers increased until the year 1936 when-the building wax
 

completely demolished by the tornado. Pastors who served
 

the church at the Grove street location were:
 

Rev. T. M. Elliott. 1909
 
Rev. A. F. Nunn · · · · · · 1910-12. . · · · · · · Rev. F. D. Cantrell 1913
 
Rev. W. Vi. Benson • 1914-15
· • 
Rev. \n • A. Simmons. 1916
 
Rev. o. M. Ponder . 1917-18
 
Rev. J. S. Strickland 1919-20
· · · · · Rev. D. B. Cantrell 1921
 
Rev. A. P. Watkins. · · 1922
· · · · Rev. G. w. Barrett. 1923-25·
 Rev. A. A. Sullivan · · · • · 1926-28
 
Rev. R. E. Rutland. · · · · 1929 
Rev. · J. J. Copeland · · · 1930
 
Rev. z. C. Hayes, Jr. · · · · 1931
 
Rev. E. C. Swetnam. · 1932-34· · Rev. D. S. Patterson. 1935
 
Rev. J. B. Gresham. · · · 1936
· · 

When the tornado destroyed the church at the Grove 

~treet location, Brother Gresham led the congregation to the 

High School auditorium where the school officials generously 

offered the facilities for the use of the St. Paul people as 

a place of worship. Soon the lot adjoining the High School 

property on West Washington Street was purchased. The next 

year, the Rev. J. W. Chidsey was assigned to the St. Paul 

Charge. Through his leadership and the loyalty and faith of 

the membership, a ground-breaking ceremony was held on May 7, 

1937. The first service was held in the new edifice on 
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September 26, 1937. It was with grateful hearts to God, to 

the host of friends, andto the members that the congregation 

assembled on that day. The Rev. C. H. Sewell was the next 

pastor to follow Brother Chidsey, and it was under his inspi

ration and leadership that the St. Paul parsonage was pur

chased and paid for. It stands at 115 E. Ridgewood. The 

list of pastors to serve St. Paul at the present location 

follows: 

Rev. J. w. Chidsey. 1937-40 
Rev. C. H. Sewell 1941-43 
Rev. Frank Crawley. · · · · · 1944· · · · Rev. Hubert Dodd. 1944· · · · · · · Rev. J. C. Patty. 1945-46· · · · · Rev. w. F. Lunsford 1947-48· · · · Rev. John D. Maxwell. 1948-present· · · · · 

In 1947 (the tenth anniversary of the ground-breaking 

ceremony for the present building), the membership launched 

out on an enlarg~program and set out to raise a building 

fund for more adequate Sunday School facilities. A Tithing 

Campaign was promoted by the Board of Stewards dur ng April 

1947 and .::'1,400 was set aside for the aforesaid purpose after 

the monthly budget and other expenses were paid. 

Four years later, May 28, 1951, another ground-breaking 

ceremony was held; this, for the new Sunday School Annex. 

Under the continued leadership of Rev. Maxwell, this annex 

is expected to be finished at an early date; It will add much 

to the effectiveness of the church in serving the religious 

needs of the membership and the community. 


