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The early hiator,r of Sm,yrna l:etholist is buri d in ouscmrity -.tnd much V 
of it is lo~t forever. In S!;;t-KiI16 ir.forr.1ation regardinG it, I find f e Irit ten 
rec ords. Ho ever, m-.tny interestine facts hClve been eiven to me uy i.rS. r ettie 
Ireldnd Kirdrd, hufe .baton, •.rs. 'iJ.rthd llhitfield •fe.Hin, I ho joined this 
church over seventy yeurs 0.£0, and by TS. G. \J. Green, who for t\/Cnty yeurs 
hd.s oeen collectinc historical ddt<-l concerning Srl?rnd. 

In 011 probability the first records \vere burned Jurin· tr,e Sivil ..~r. \ 
yen the ."inutes of the I orth Georgi"" Conference do not s!Jecificdlly mention , 

the Smyrna church until 1895 '/hen, for tv,o ,years, it JoS i;1 circuit. Prior to 
that time it \,.::IS on one or dnother of severdl circuits. "t one time it ,laS on 
the HC IOrth Circuit and .;.I' ain on th", Bolton L;ircuit, and onl~r the In.:.iin church 
\/..i s ment i oned • 

The redl beginninr- Wd s the c st..il..>lishment of U' t: Smyrna Camp Ground on a 
tract of 1 nd consistin' of <ibout <.l hunJre <.IcrdS don",tcl by .,SUilry Pc..rgrove, 
Pinkney rl.~md.;.lll, Hardy Pa.ce, and •'tlrtin ;:luf:. The ori"'inal brush arbor stood 
in the center of the block on Church Street clcross from the ort;sent :'irst 
Pantist Church, or just about \I'.ere the nre:-ent Kinard home i",. Grou?ed 
around the <..rbor le...'e small .ooden ",true ures cdll j "tents". These ,Iere 
occuphx:' by th~ compel's 1~1O Cil];:e lon:- dist<:.nces to atten'l the services. L<.1ter 
the orush drbor laC I' ploce .Y frame ar1:-o1' ,/hich stood in tht,.; SDace between 
the ':Jresent 'ethodist und PresbyterLm churches. 

T~le cump 1'OlJnC . s use i Ly <.Ill 'leno"'iratio113 •• ~ v. Cam.-,bell, 8aotist 
Jl'inist ~r, )re""chv 1 tl vrc. "' ft 1 thoJ r"\ roun'i. ~S establi.:::heJ, th first<A" 

chu... e'l tuildin as erecte: ne .... r the sit~ of t'1e nrt::E~nt }-:..sonic HalL It ,IdS 
built of 10-:'", chink",l "ith mil i, ,m 1u a s(;utinr- cd'JL.city of over on hund_ e • }
In tiL builc" inc there 'us a sE:::ction ..Uh u 101 [ ... ller" for the 1.e[rO .:sl",ves 

IIhose names 1E-1'€ enrolle ~~ m",m ers on the: church rer istr.v 0.1 la'~3. fter th 
white ) oplc h...d port,.kvn of ~Offii union tI' e sle r..::; nt to th(; ult ~ 1', n theVI 

cOr:J!·.union .. -' ... administtire 1 to thc:m in th ~me 1;18nn~r. 

P:!.'euchin ... elvice .. ~'" ht;.ld ant- 'Jun 'u~ ~ nonth iurin th ",W.ll.tl:r n1 It; s 
ofte,n lU:'il" t h 01 1 I ont h ')., :'he .. inter. T' k i _ ....y in __ ~ h Juont'1 n 
tr - ri I .... V nr ·cedin.. u-.1rterly r: L:tin~ ..uJ ob3erv... <A~ '- rl ....v :01' f...1",tin" un Ir 

p1'c;oyer. n e .1ch or 'i...lchil. - l .... y th .re d .... S c-er man in ...'e mornin<"', b.... sket in'1ersr 

ere spread and enjoy j, nd V'1,,'1 t\. er .•uS noVLl" Serf:lOn in t·l..: uftel'noon. 
ThL. inf...' ...u~nt \i::.it" 0: t'.t.: Jo.",to1', .. ho liv0 i .... t [re_t 0ist ...n~ , n~cessit ted 
the i l..J.y of sucL occasion", as christeninr-s, m....r_i ro<.;v and :uIlel"ulJ. It ."'s 
the CU.3tOJJ. ./h~n ,-,,,,,th occ:ur ...td to iutcr the boly, thL.n have th fUIl_ral service 
on t he nExt ')rcac int ay. 

It i s.;.lid t',at • everend Gt::Ol'["' .... : h.rc , .Iho l-..ltel' bec ....me a Bishop, often 
preachud in both the orir-in<..il c:.rbor unc the 101 cbUl'ch. 

T e t ustees nar.'\ :l. in t 1 011 t deed on recor are Pinkney j nd 11, ". • 1/ 
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Do"ie, l'urtin 1.Ltff, D....vid "cite, <..md .,sbury Htl.l'Lrove. ,Jnon<i-t ,e charter m'r.tb ~s 

ere: Joseph .:.utanks, Hdrdy .-.tndall, ..... lizu.beth .hitfield, ThomJ.s ..""ds orth 
•,hitfield, • arjr .... itfield, Hiram Kin , .:~rth .l\in~, I~artin Luker :.uff, Judith 
Lovejoy.""tuff, .. illiam Bm.ie, Chdrles '30 lit;, .• u. Irelund, j~ancy Irehnd, .soury 
HarerovE;, Lucy Huru·ove, Jame.., .• t,ehely, Pinkey .ltu.ndull, Hc.ll·dy Poce, Lucy P<..lce, 
and Claiborn£ Trtussel. 

Thh list is by no means complete since t 181'e are undoubterlly others hose 
families have lon' u[O moved 3 •• y and b~"n for ,otten durin17 th~3 hur'ired ye~rs. 

The date on the oliest church. erister in our posession is 1348. In those days 
members "ere drooped for vdrious offense~. l'~' one nome i the notution: 
"droo ed for evil speakin 1/. 

As WdS the custom in .... 11 country churches, .... cemetery as st rted in the 
churchyard.Th earliest buridl dute on a stone is 1847, but it may hdve been 
used edrlier, and tr1e r:r....ves never m rke 1. F .1P1ilies st;lected lot.:; ~t ·ill. s 
the to..n 0eCdn to grO'. this ceJletery ~<oS useJ bv tr,<:; [enel'al r.mblic, there bt,inr 
no other h~re. kter peoplE- befun encroachin[ on plots hich \"'re alre -.iy 
cl imed by families. _,s a. medn", of 'Jrotection, the church sold lots for ....10.00 
and [, ve deeds to them. Ho ever, not dll the lots .ere ever deeded in this 
nldnner. 

Little is kno ..n of the ...'irst church until the Wb.r broucht fightin[ to this 
section, and it served a ne. ourpo..,e. For t 0 .eeks in 1361 it, d~d the aCademy 
next to it, ere used for Brol n I s efr cers Troinin[' Gulnp. IJurinL the oat tle of 
Smyrnv CdIJ1? Grounl on July 4th. dnd 5th., 136.+, it 'lIdS used b~r the Confederates 
as d hosnital. The Confederote army moveJ on, ",r1ft the chU!'ch, ufter beint. used 
a~oin as a hOS'lital b./ th horthern trooDs, hiS burned oy Generul .JherI:'lun I s 
army on the [.lOrninc.: of r·lovemoer 12th., 1864. People for ailes around could see 
the fL.lmes an 1 black smokearisin r from th burrltin~ pine logs. n that Sdme jay 
the call1t'J [round arbor lidS destroyed. It wus never rebuilt. 

ImL1ediatel~r after the \/ar another brush arbor ~U.s built ...nd used for services. 
[{ufe ....aton reJ,leniPers havin rr dt tended. ..Jund:..y .Jchool in it. Durin£ the l:;"te sixties 
t:le ["embers, under the leu.dership of .Leverend ..lvin • Jcmpsey, set about to 
rebuild their church. This second structure, ~ore pretentiou than the first, 
stood at th~ point facin[': the business section of the town. Outside it WaS 
weo.ther boarded; Llside it I S ceiled overhead, 'lith the side fwlls pl,-,ster d. 
The se",tine arrangement 'rI..:1S simil:..r to thdt in au!· rresent church - three rows 
of pews makinf bo aisles. In dddition, there Here sever.... l benches facine the 
pulpit. These constituted the II amen corners". Contr ry to the usual church 
architecture of that period which re':luired t~o doors, one for th~ men dnd one 
for the wo,nen, who sat on sides onposite e<..lch other in the church, this buildin 
h'd only one door. 

The bell "Ihich is still in use in our Jrcs(;:nt church, as bouf"ht from the 
First !~ethodist Church in Htlanti..l at the tir:le it lii;J.S moved to th- point at the 
intersection of Ieachtree and Broad ..Jtreets. It WaS cust in ",nL'ldnd dnd cost 
orilTindlly ;500.00, but our church ;Ji.dd only ,150.00 for it •. 'ost of this sum i 
'/laS raised b 

v
' a younr.: Joctor . ·oore, Hho, C:11thou rrh d resident of ...,DJrrna, \ Cis not 

a member of an,Y church. It is SC:1id that when the 8venin'" t!,i;J.in stopned he Hould 
talk to the ?8Ssenrers, cOIn')limentin;: tl,,,ir "Christian Counteni:iDccs", then Cet 
a dondtion l.or the belli 
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For sever<..l years prior to 1911 the J ,embers felt the need of :J. ne church 
buildin~. The ladies in the Iassionury Society b [dn holdin[ ice cre~l festi­
vals, oyster suppers, and bazaars to lll.:1ke mon<:ly. wnd 01 ned by the church ,jdS 

soIl • .Lven the buildinG itself as sold for .",100.00. It ,IuS turned und moved 
near the hiC""hwdy, und dfter sone ...llterations ,as Ilode into d hotel ./hich is 
still standinG on .•tlantu treet. The Iddies proposed the old buildinr be 
retained for use ~s a cOfilli,unity center out the majorit,Y favored its sdle, uS 

there VI<"S such a gre t need for cash. Tile purchaser de ired ir.u,ediute ::>osses­
sion, /hich .Ic.S riven, dnJ services \lere held for several months in the school 
building, • hich is now the .!asonic Hull. 

In the SWill".er of 1911 work on the new builJin~ oe[;on. The members contriu­
uted [;enerously of Jnt.lteriuls, lubor und raone~T. There ,ii:J.S a cOf1C)c..r<...tively sm....ll 
indeDtedness \ hen it/ uS completed. lOctn of ,.,2,500.00 \ uS 1T1..ide on uUfust lLth.,J. 

1911, and endorsed by P. _!. Idce, a. O. ~berh rdt, J. ,. ull r :tnd GeorGe J.:.I. 

l'illott. The tr 6tet::s at that time \Iere: J •• Fuller, Ch<...irmun, '1'. B•.:artin, 
P. Fe _~nnin-, J.!i.. Jet.lvours, J. '1'. hutled e, C. G. "atthe\~s, ,nd S. J. IreL.md. 

By 19~0 the entire indebtedness ~d.S 1')uiJ off "md in Jeptamber of th<.i.t year 
the church WdS dedic<3.ted ut un all duy service. Jr. Frunrl:lin N. Parker, of 
Candler Schoolof Theolo[y, J.Jffiory Univer~ity, preached the dedicution sermon. 
Just outside the door, th~ cuncelled notes ,ere bm'ned .hile thOse ho ~~d 

vorked so hurd to pay the debt looked on lith joy filled hearts. 

The arsonare \ dS built :in the fall of 19L3. The loan \laS tuken cure of t 
first by monthly notes which proved to u ~ <. handiCap to the pro~'ress of the 
church. The (,hurch .,id 'ICJS orfcmized to pd~r off U,e eJt. The ladies run a teu­
room on Saturduys and altogether, bjr vurious uctivities, ruLe ~l, 700.00 
durinr 19~5 und ')c,id off the entire debt. 1..rs. uul Lovejo~T "us the first 
chc.drf.kJn of the Shurch Hid Society. 

In 1940 an educutionul buildin(, a two story structure wiith Cisser. bly ! ooms 
on~each floor und tbirteen class roolus, "<.03 diecl. Church ~chool Jttend nce 
increds0d, ~n i in 19.~d the [e<.lrce _atthe\ s Chup,-l k.S built oy the __en' ~ible 

Clu",s. 

Those \ ho hove serve 1 as .:>undL.? S<.:hool SUDe:rintenJent;;; for tile Sf ,yrno 
._ethoiist 8hurch u1'e: T. ... :hiL'ield, .Iho rr.isse 1 onl~T six .)undays in d eriod 
0:: tnenty yeurs uS .;>uoerintenlent, J. H. Jeavours, _. 1. Oslin, • '3. r rtin, 
3. J. "omd.ck, Frunk 'j. ;annin.... , Lrnest Jones, Henry Koni .;>I. .;:irk, Jr., John 
.:"'tthe ••s, ••e\;;J r,onicsmdrk, FrCi.nk ...,. ud..ards, Hurry 8 •. :itch 11, Jr., unJ enn 
F•• Y<...rbroug!l. The last ndmed h.. s Lleen superintenJent for the rresent confe 'cl ce 
y~Qr of 1950-1951. 

Those who hi-V serve,l .... 3 Dastors u.re: 1.::3.+8 - .d.ussell Reneau, 1'1' sidin'" 
",lder; • J. votter, Pustor in '::hdrze; J.h.vid 1mIT'y, Junior Pr"..cher. 1851­ ;
..• T. ~ann, Prc5idin.:., ...,lJer; L. J. j llu.h, Iu",tor in churLe; J. ' • .Jickey, 
Junior fr .:;achcr. 1852 - James enj<"'I:lin c.Jrn, Presidint.< .....lJer; Cl,,dborn 
Tru....sell, stor in churp_; J~e8 o. ~ urner, .s30ciute P...lstor. 135': - J..iJ1 S 

T3enj ..min Pa~rne, FreJidint. :2.1: r; orm..n, PustOl' in ch"'!'ce; '. __ • .;h...... , 
Junior F~ ocher. 

Contiruin_, ,,~ li3t only thost.- \.ho serve 1 as Dastor • 1.::363- / 9 - .lvin 
c• ..Jemn.,C~T. 1870-71 - '::n. J ....cott (..c .. ort h ission). l87~-73 - :m. 
Sirrol1,. 187' - Jo L. lIo:n,rd. 137- - oot~. li37{..-77 - .. ,t •••,'nol l • 
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1878 - J. <T. in£lvton. 1879 - J. J ...eem". 1880 - '1m. J. uco:t. 18-31-8_ 
H. .'. uillian. 1883-134 - O. v. .)iJnrr'on~. 1885-86-87 - I. 1. ooten. 

1888 - H. 1. On1in. 1'hb hiS th . _..Lr o~ t~ 1'illrn~n • vivu1 II Uncle" 
::::h<..lr1ic Ti1lm~n, th sin"';I', hel' -.l :' viv~l in t:.~ brush Llrbol' neur Concord 
'001 n ill;;;. Follo,dnr thut, :'he~· ~ uJ one in t e Sny..:n Church •..s C:i '~sult 

of th ~~ t· '0 ffi" .tin t,h~ chu~ C.I, mo,1n as TillmCln I s Chu~el, ;, s built n .... r 
Conc rJ .• 001 n ilL: The mill 0 ner..:; >'ave t hi lot. cervices ,Iere he1·:1 i .. th 
Chapel, but people still hE..11 their m m' :'shio in the Zmvrn k t .odbt ':hwch. 

1889 - . • 1. Oslin. 1390-91 - J. ... c.,ens. 139..:. - " 1'. Cctl \,ell. 
189J - F. 1. ..:,1;:1on 1 on. 1894 - J. ..lro.~n. 1 95 - D. C. Bro' n (0,) "rn Cir­IJ. 

cuit). 1896 - • G. Henson (Smyrrld '",ircuit). 1u97-9J - L. '" hivers (::'olton 
Circuit). 1899-1900-01 - • .n • .-:>:i.lllllOn", (.cI,orth Circuit). 190L - .• .1'1.. Farris. 
1903-04-05 - o. 1. Kelly. 1)06-07-03 - " G. IJr<.i ley. 1909 - ..• '. Cantrell. 
1910 - • Parrish. 1911-12 - r. C1rrett. 1913-14 - ....... H. ,'Ure. 

In 1915 !lyrna "Us fll,j,J .... station. 1915 - J • .:> • .ordnham. 1916 - • J. 
P )~er. 1917-1d-19-L0-21-~ - V. L. Jr~v. 1923-24 - G. • Juv~l. 19~5-:6­

..1. ::'. uunders. 19-7 - J. iJ. hrc::.ilkill. 19....13-~9-30 - J. h. Kinp'. 1931-32­
J. K. Kelly. 1933-34-35 - .I.. .':>cott. 1936-37-JJ-J9-L~0-41-42-43-44 - J. f. 

~t phens. 1945-46-47-48 - L. v. ~iens. 1949-50-51 - L. i. VanL~niin·huro. 

The ubove histor~r of th· i,)'l"vrn<.i . etholi::t -':hm'ch, :myrnd, Gu., 
"\'loS sl,br.luttel to ...ev •.:m. • lJ'~on, .Jr'., onJunt; 2, 1951, to 
becor,le a ')drt of the dis]luy of hi..,torit-s 01 church"s ir the 
t orth Geoq:iu ';onference, whicb dis )ldy is to oe e).hioiteJ ut 
the .UL~udl Conferene session of June 26 - 30, 1951. 



PASTORS OF SMYRNA FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

1951-52 L. F. VanLandingham 

1952-54 J. H. Allison 

1954-62 Roland Walker 

1962-64 Frank Q. Echols 

1964-68 J. W. Scarbrough 

1968-74 Fred G. Shelnutt 

1974 Larry Caywood 


