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The history of Smyrna Church is made beautiful by contributions of 
gifts, inspiration and fellowship of other denominations in the 
upbuilding of this community. The land on which this church stands 
was given by an Episcopalian, Sir John Talbot, to the Presbyterians, 
who in turn gave it to the Methodists. 

The congregation of Smyrna Church was organized in 1788 or 1789 
by two Presbyterian ministers, Rev. John Newton and Rev. John 
Simpson. For several years there was no church building, the members 
worshiping in the homes or under a brush arbor. 

Sir John Talbot was a wealthy Virginian who moved to his large 
grant of land in the Smyrna community in 1783. He was a member of 
the House of Burgesses who signed the Virginia Declaration of Rights a 
few days before the signing of the Declaration of Independence. 
Finding no Episcopal church here he gave the Presbyterians two acres 
of land in 1788 and afmiated himself with them. On February 21, 1793 
he deeded the land to "the Elders of the congregation of Smyrna for 
the peoples use and behoof of the said congregation of Smyrna" for the 
consideration of five shillings. A house of worship was erected the same 
year and Rev. John Springer preached as a licentiate from 1788 to 1790 
when he was ordained and installed as its first pastor. Following his 
death in 1798, resulting from becoming over-heated while preaching the 
funeral of Sir John Talbot, Rev. Moses Waddell was called to succeed 
him. He was followed by Rev. Robert M. Cunningham, Rev. Francis 
Cummings and other Presbyterian ministers. 

By 1820 the membership had decreased to fifteen members who 
thought it best to transfer to the church in Washington which had been 
organized in 1790. The Presbyterians then tendered the use of the 
building to the Methodist, which offer was gratefully accepted and the 
Methodist soon h.ad a flourishing society here. 

The Pr~sbyterians held title to the property until October 6, 1886 
when for the consideration of ten dollars the elders of the Washington 
church gave a quit claim deed to the trustees of Smyrna Methodist 
Church. The deed was signed by William M. Reese, Charles A. 
Alexander, Charles B.. Smith, and Osborne Barnett (Book 17, Page 
251). 

* * * * * 

On March 14, 1884, the East Wilkes Agricultural Club, Georgia's first 
agricultural club, was organized. They built a house in which to hold 
their meetings on land adjoining the church property. They 
discontinued meeting in the club house and met at the homes of the 
members but the club house was used as a school house (Smyrna 

Academy) from 1891 until 1928, and by the Sunday School for the 
primary classes for several years until the annex was built. 

On September 14, 1961, the sUIVlvmg ten members of the East 
Wilkes Agricultural Club deeded two acres of land which had been 
acquired from Mrs. C. E. Meriwether to Smyrna Methodist Church. This 
was adjacent to and adjoining Smyrna Methodist Church. 

In a deed dated April 6, 1895, Mrs. C. E. Meriwether deeded to "The 
Meriwether Alliance East Wilkes Club and Trustees of Smyrna Academy 
the one-half acre on which the house stands" with the condition 
"whenever this property ceases for two years to be used as either an 
Alliance Hall or school house" the property reverts to Mrs. C. E. 
Meriwether or her heirs (Deed Book A 59, Pages 229-30). According to 
this condition the property reverted to the heirs of Mrs. Meriwether in 
1928. Later a quit claim deed to Smyrna Methodist Church 'lias signed 
by all the heirs, recorded December 5, 1971 (Book A 77, Pages 37-38) 
giving the property to the church. The quit claim deed signed by the 
heirs of Mrs. Meriwether gave the property its present boundaries. 

In a deed dated May 18, 1906, Mrs. Meri wether gave to the Trustees 
of Smyrna Church one-half acre vacant lot between the school house 
and church lot and for the consideration of $20.00 sold two (2) "cres 
"to be used by Smyrna Church as grounds for the burial of the dCdd". 
It was to be "divided by proper church authorities into squares of 
convenient size and disposed of at reasonable price" proceeds to be 
used for the improvement and care and keeping of cemetery. (Notation 
under deed "2 acres sold to public "- ;..2 acre given church"). Record 
Book AA 44, Page 241. 

* * * * * 

The original building was a small log edifice but unique in those days 
in that it had a steeple. The pulpit was in the northwest corner and was 
greatly elevated with steps leading up to it. A railing where 
communicants knelt to receive sacrament was near the foot of the 
pulpit. A gallery for slaves was in the rear of the building. The 
Methodists continued to use this building until it became unsafe and 
with the permission of the Presbyterians made the necessary repairs. 

In 1860 the log structure was torn down and a nev' building erected. 
In 1883 this building was repaired and the pulpit moved from the back 
to the front. There were two doors back and front and a partition two 
or three feet high down the middle of the building. The men sat on one 
side of the partition and the women on the other. Not even husbands 
and wives sat on the same side of this partition but often would sit just 
across the partition from each other. 
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In 1911 this building was replaced by the presen t structure at a cost 
of $2112.69 and furnishings $1054.41. The entire amount was in hand 
before completion of the building. Rev. A. B. Sanders was the pastor 
and the building committee was composed of A. C. McMekin, 
Chairman, G. R. Garrard, C. A. Garrard, T. L. Reese, and W. G. Bailey. 
It was dedicated Wednesday morning October 16, 1912 by Bishop 
McCoy. The Presiding Elder was Rev. B. P. Allen. 

The Annex was added in 1959. The cost was approximately $13,000 
and all indebtedness was paid within a year. 

The Henry G. Garrard Trust Fund of $10,000 was established by Mr. 
Garrard during his lifetime and became operative at his death in 1966. 
This trust "to be used for ITlaintenance, up-keep and operation of the 
saiq Church." 

In 1966 a steeple was added, and chimes installed. 

In 1969 Mr. and Mrs. George E. Garrard deecird to Smyrna Church ~ 

acr,e of land in front of the Church between 1 county road (Old 
Augusta Road) and Georgia Highway 378. This is on record at the 
Wilkes County Courthouse dated April 18, 1969, Book A-86, Page 
449-00. 

In 1970 an Altar Guild was organized under the leadership of Rev. 
Royce Hughes. 

In 1972 the rock walls enclosing the Talbot and Charlton Squares in 
the old cemetery were repaired and restored. 

*r~*** 

In the 1840's joint camp meetings were held on the grounds by the 
Presbyterians and Methodists. In 1849 the tent holders as remembered 
by Rev. Green Kendrick were "the two McMekins, Florence, McCrary, 
Richardson Booker, the Presiding Elder, G. F. Pierce, afterwards Bishop 
of the M. E. Church South." 

Though a Sunday School was organized before 1880 the first record 
is dated 1881 with the names of members of other denominations 
appearing on the rolls. For many years Sunday School had to be 
discontinued during the winter months due to the roads and weather 
but it was always reactivated in the spring. At one time there were three 
Sunday Schools in the community organized by members of Smyrna 
Church. One at the Church, one at Oak Grove school house under the 
superviSIon of Mr. Efford M. Booker, and one in the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. A. A. Barnett. Before the organization of the Sunday School, Bible 
classes were taught in the Bolton factory building by Mr. Richardson 

Booker, the building no longer being used as a manufacturing plant. 
This was probably in the 1830's or 1840's. The Sunday School 
superintendents from 1876 to 1972 are Simpson Booker, A. A. Barnett, 
T. M. Meriwether, C. A. Garrard, G. R. Garrard, G. E. Garrard, Lamar 
Fletcher, G. E. Garrard. 

A Woman's Foreign Missionary Society was organized in 1882 and 
again we find the names of members of other denominations among the ~ 

!~	 charter members. The first president was Mrs. Julia Barnett Gartrell. 
This society has never disbanded though few meetings could be held 
during the winter months in its early days. 

The children and young people have also been active for many years 
in their different groups. 

* * * * >I< 

In the beginning of Methodism in Georgia the Washington Circuit 
comprised all northeast and eastern Georgia above Augusta. In 1802 it 
was divided into Broad River and Little River Circuits and reorganized 
in 1867, giving Little River Circuit its present boundaries. 

Dr. Morgan Callaway, a well known educator and a native of 
Washington, was the second pastor to serve the Circuit after 
reorganization. 

There are no records of the early Methodist congregation but we are 
fortunate to have the names of the pastors and presiding elders from 
1838 to date (1973). Two members have gone into the ministry from 
the Smyrna congregation, Rev. W. M. Barnett in 1911 and Rev. W. R. 
Garrard in 1951. 

Rev. George Wright 
Rev. Thomas Benning 
Rev. Josiah Lewis 
Rev. Jno. W. Knight 
Rev. Arthur Leet 
Rev. James Jones 
Rev. Jno. R. Duncan 
Rev. Jos. H. Echols 

11	 Rev. A. J. Orr ,. 
Rev. W. H. Evans 
Rev. John Dunn 
Rev. Wesley P. Arnold 
Rev. R. H. Lane 
Rev. Wm. T. Norman 

1838 
1839 
1840 
1841 
1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 

1850-51 
1852 

1853-54 
1855 
1856 
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Rev. Jno. Dunn 
Rev. Thos. T. Chiestian 
Rev. J. M. Dickey 
Rev. F. F. Reynolds 
Rev. Jno. A. Reynolds 
Rev. J. M. Austin 
Rev. L. L. Ledbetter 
Rev. G. G. Norman 
Rev. Morgan Callaway 
Rev. C. H. Ellis 
Rev. J. H. Baxter 
Rev. Joshea M. Parker 
Rev. Thos. H. Gibson 
Rev. W. W. Lampkin 
Rev. D. L. Hucheson 
Rev. Walter L. Yarbrough 
Rev. W. L. Wootten, Jr. 
Rev. Elias B. Reese 
Rev. Sam D. Evans 
Rev. Thos. H. Gibson 
Rev. W. W. Oslin 
Rev. Elias B. Reese 
Rev. L. A. Snow 
Rev. J. A. Timmerman 
Rev. Crawford Jackson 
Rev. A. B. Quillian 
Rev. W. F. Colley, supply 
Rev. B. E. L. Timmons 
Rev. J. E. Rosser 
Rev. J. B. Robbins 
Rev. J. R. Lewis 
Rev. J. R. McCleskey 
Rev. W. B. Bessant, supply 
Rev. A. B. Sanders 
Rev. P. A. Kellett 
Rev. J. R. Speer 
Rev. J. R. Allen 
Rev. W. W. Benson 
Rev. J. G. Davis 
Rev. J. E. Cline 
Rev. J. A. Sprayberry 
Rev. J. B. Stephenson 
Rev. H. F. Lawhorn 
Rev. M. M. WlUttemore 
Rev. E. W. Dunagan 
Rev. J. S. Hill 
Rev. Jack Moore 
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1857-58 
· 1959 
1860-61 
· 1862 
1863-64 

1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 

1870-71 
· 1872 
1873-74 

1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 

1881-82 
1883 

1884-85 
· 1886 

1887-88-89-90 
1891-92 

1893, died in 2 months 
1893 - 10 months 

1894-95-96 
1897-98-99-1900 

1901-02-03 
1904-05-06-07 

1908 . died 
· 1908 

1936-37 

Rev. H. C. Emory 
Rev. Olin Herndon 
Rev. Calvin Ward 
Rev. Donald Butler 
Rev. Royce Hughes 
Rev. W. R. Flury 1970-71-72 

HISTORICAL FACTS OF INTEREST 
Of James Russell, one of the earliest preachers serving Little River 

Circuit, Dr. A. M. Pierce in "Lest Faith Forget" quotes Stephen Olin as 
saying he did not hear Russell until "he was prey of fatal disease" but 
even then Russell's preaching made an impression on him that was 
seldom produced by another. Quoting Dr. Pierce "On Little River 
Circuit, Wilkes County, he had a remarkable pastorate; the people 
followed him from church; and his week-day congregations sometimes 
approached a thousand - And he did not preach sermonettes to draw 
them - At a camp meeting, on at least one occasion, he preached five 

hours" . 

* * * * * 
Sir John Talbot was the first person to be buried in the historic old 

Church yard. His grave, among many others, is unmarked and though 
unable to designate the spot it is located in the south end of the 
walled-in Talbot Square. 

Also unmarked are the graves of his sons-in-law, Col. David Creswell, 
and Major Francis Triplett, officers of the American Revolution, and 
Mathew Talbot, one time Governor of Georgia. 

Buried there are soldiers of the War of 1812, the War Between the 
States, The Spanish-American War and World Wars 1 and 2. In another 
unmarked and unlocated grave is buried Phineas Miller, the blacksmith 
who did the metal work for Eli Whitney who lived in this community 
when he perfected IUs cotton gin. 

In 1969 artist Girdwood Macfie made sketches of aU lots and marked 
graves in the old cemetery. These sketches are hung in the sanctuary of 
the Church to be available to anyone interested. All marked graves are 
listed by lots in a book also available for use. 

'" * * * * 
Many people of all walks of life have worshiIJ\d at Smyrna and many 

are the interesting things that could be written about aU of them. One 
interesting story concerns Mr. and Mrs. Abraham Simons, the Jesuite 
whose money founded Mercer University. 

Returning from the Revolutionary War Mr. Simons was granted a 
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large tract of land almost within sight of Smyrna Church. He built a 
home with large banquet room where he entertained lavishly. In 1798 
he married Miss Nancy Mills, a gentile and member of of Smyrna. He 
was so much in love with her and so proud of her that he dressed her in 
the fInest silks and satins. They attended services at Smyrna on meeting 
days, coming in a fine turnout with a coachman driVing four snow 
white horses. Mr. Simons always managed to arrive a little late in order 
that his wife might arouse the envy of the ladies of the congregation by 
the rustling of her silk skirts as she walked down the aisle. The pastors 
of Smyrna were royally entertained by Mr. Simons in his home. 

* * '" * '" 
An interesting incident concerning Gen. Robert Toombs and his 

beloved friend, Rev. George F. Pierce, later Bishop Pierce, happened at 
one of the camp meetings and is told by Rev. Green M. Kendrick in an 
article to The Washington Chronicle March 5, 1894, under the heading 
"Interesting Reminiscenses of Smyrna Church". 

"During the camp meeting held here in '49 the funeral of the wife 
of Rev. Wesley P. Arnold was preached by G. F. Pierce, who was then 
comparatively a young man and in the zenith of his glory as a pulpit 
orator, from the text John 10th. chapter and 10th. verse: '1 am come 
that ye might have life and that ye might have it more abundantly.' The 
day was propitious, the preacher at his best, the congregation large and 
appreciative, eager to hear this great favorite. 

"Notable in this crowd was Hon. Robert Toombs and his brother 
Gabriel, besides a general turn out from Washington. The preacher 
deeply affected by the occasion - for Arnold was a special friend and 
classmate - proceeded to discuss the doctrine of the text and warming 
with his subject by the might of his eloquence he had the crowd 
spellbound and finally his description of the final judgment was so vivid 
and overpowering that the entire mass of human beings were in tears 
and forgetful of the surroundings, had risen partly off their seats when 
Toombs, also forgetful of himself, involuntarily exclaimed: 'My God, 
what a man.' Oh. such a scene that followed." 

* '" '" '" '" 
Dr. Charles Allen, noted Methodist minister, joined Smyrna Church 

at the age of six under the ministry of his father, Rev. J. R. Allen. The 
Rev. Allen was a very tall man, and when he saw his son coming down 
the aisle to unite with the church, he stepped over the chancel railing 
and went forward to meet him. 

'" '" '" '" * 

People of various denominations have worshiped at Smyrna, and the 
register contains 'names of visitors from many states and some foreign 
countries. One entry on the register simply reads "Just a traveler 
stopped to pray." 
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