
n:.;:m OF .;.>T :IDVILIS ,~D T CEunCH, Put Co., Georgia 

This indenture made this 8th day of Barch in tlle year of our Lord eighteen hundred 
and thirty four and of the Americ n Independence the fiftieth eighth between ~oseph 

Stanford of the first part and lliam A. Slaughter, HcC rro1 Peuri foy, Peyton Ho t, 
Daniel • Bowdin, Geo. • ~en, il1iam incant nd ~oshua Driskill, Trustees of the 
Ifethodist Episcopal Church in Cedar Creek Circuit of the counties of Putn and ~ sper 
in the state of rgia aforesaid of the second part for and in consideration of the 
sum of ten dollars, lawful money of the United States of America to him in hand p id 
at and upon the sealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt hereof is hereby 
acknowledged, hath given, granted, bargained, sold, released, confirmed and conveye , 
and by these do give, grant, bargain, sell, release, confirm and convey unto theM the 
said parties of the second part, Trustees, as aforesaid, end to their successors in 
office, in trust for the uses end purposes her inafter mentio~ed d declared, all the, 
eatat , righ~s, title, interest, property claim and demand whatsoever either 1~ law or 
eqUity which the s id Joseph of the first part have in, to, or upon all and singular a 
certain lot or piece of land, situated, lyi end being n t e distr ct of origins 1y 
Baldwin, now Putnam County and the state aforesaid, bounded and butted as folIo s, to 
wi t: Beginning at the corner of Tilman D. Beurifoy's meat house, t ence bounded on 
said Tilman D. Peuritoy's 1 nd to a post oak sapling marked "X, thence south weet in 
straight line to a red oak marked " , thence south east to a post oak on the line of 
the ~efferson Academy lend marked thus , thence east bounding on the Academy land to 
the beginning corner hereon union [eeting BOuse now stands, containing and Ie d out 
for one acre more or less of land. Together, with all and sin lar, the houses, waters, 

ys, privileges and appurten nces thereto belongi or in any ise appertaining. To 
have and to hold all and singular the above mentioned d described lot or piece of 1 
situated lying end being as aforesaid together with all and singukar, the houses, oods 
ways, waters end privileges thereto belonging or in any se appertaining unto them the 

lliam • Slaughter, McCarroll Peurifoy, • incent, George • en, Daniel , Bow in 
and Peyton BOlt end their successors in office forever in trust that they erect or bUi~ 

or cause to be erected or builded thereon house or place of worship for the use of 
members of the ethodist Episcopal Church in the Uhited St tes of America accordin to 
the Rules d discipline hich from time to time may be agreed upon and adopted by the 
inisters and Preachers of the said church at th ir general conferences in the United 

States of Amerioa. And in further trust and confidenc that they shall at all times 
forever h reafter p rmit such ministers and preaching belonging to the said church as 
sh 11 from time to time be duly authorized by the general conferences of the ministers 
and preaching at the said Methodist Episcopal Church or by the annual Conferences au
t orized by the said General Conferences to preach and expound God's oly rd t erein. 

d said ~oseph f the first rt doth by t1ese presents warrent d forever defend all 
d singular the afore mentioned end described lot or piece of land with the apperte

nancies thereto belonging unto them the said parties of the second pert and to their 
successors in office chosen and appointed according to the statute of the State of 
Georgia in such case made and pro Tided from the clei~ or cleime of the said party of 
the first part his heirs or assigns and fron t e claim or claims of all persons what
soever. In testimony of t~e said ~oBeph of the first part hath hereunto set hie hand 

d seal the day and year first above mentioned. 

Signed, sealed end ) 
~oseph Stanfo d (Seal)delivered in presence of ) 

.ANGlE MORRISON )
D.R. AND, ,J.P ) Recorded 2vrd May, 1835 

) 
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The above is the deed of Stanfordville Methodist Church. As will be 

seen, it appears that there was once a Union Meeting house near the 

church built later, but no information as to the earlier bUilding than 

that given in the deed is available. The church was in the western part 
e~ 

of Putnam about ten miles from Eatonton. 
~ 

According to Rev. Geo. W. Barrett of Atlanta, year 1954, the inutea of 

the Conferences did not carry the names of the circu ts until 1927. Bev. 

Barrett had in his possession minutes beginning in 856, unt 1 the pres

ent time. 

Stanfordville Church, if now in existAnce, would be in the Decatur - Ox

ford District, ~est Putnam Circuit, North Georgia Conference. 

There was a Georgia Conference which was di ided 1866 into North and 

South Georgia Conferences. 

It will be seen in the deed that Stanfordville Church was in the Cedar 

Creek Circuit 1834. Rev. George W. Barrett says Eatonton, West Putnam 

and East Putnam first are named in the appointments in 1868. 

The following preachers have served as appointed pastors at Stanford 

ville Church.
 

Athens District, West Putnam Circuit, T.F.Pierce,P.E.-J.~.Knight
 

pastor 1868.
 

Athens Dist.,Putnam Circuit, T.F.Pierce,P.E. - J.W.Knight pastor 1869.
 
• Athens Dist.,Putnam Circuit, T.F.Pierce,P.E. - W.W.Oslin,pastor 1870.
 

Athens Dist.,Putnam Circuit, E.W.Speer,P.E. - W.W.Oslin and J.S. Embry,
 

pastors 1871.
 

Athens Dist. Putnam ircuit, E.W.Speer,P.E. - W•• Oslin and S.A. ~it


chell, pastors 1872.
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Athens Dist.,Putnam Ct.,T.F.Pierce P.E. - W.J. ardlaw and m.L.Wooten 

pastors 1873.
 

Athens Dist.,Putnam Ct., T.F.Pierce .E. - B.J.Johnson and .L. ooten
 

pastors 1874.
 

Augusta D st, Putnam Ct. R.W.Bigham P.E. - W.T.Caldwell pastor 1875.
 

Augusta Dist, Putnam Ct. R.W.Bigham P.E. - W.T.Caldwell pRstor 1876.
 

August Dist. Putnam Ct.T.F.Pierce P.E. - F.[:Brown P.C. -J.R.Smith J.P.1877.
 

Augusta Dist. Putnam Ct.T.F.Pierce P.E. - W.~.Wooten P.C-A.W.Qu l1ian J.P.-78
 
,...
 

Augusta Dist. Putnam Ct. T.P.Pierce P.E. - Chas Lane suppl 1879.
 
4W 

Augusta Dist. West P~ nam Ct. 
1\ 

Oxford Dist. West Putnam Ct. 

Oxford Dist. West Putnam Ct. 

Oxford Diet. We t Putnam Ct. 

Oxford Dist. West Putnam Ct. 

Oxford Dist. West Putnam Ct. 

Oxford ist. West Putnam Ct. 

H.H.Parks P.E. - LJ.Cofer P.C. 1880 - 1881. 

J.D.Gray P.E. - .J.Cofer P.C. 1882 - 1883. 

C.A.Cona ay P.C. 1884 - 85. 

T. -.Seals P.C. 1886
 

John .Reynolds P.C. 1887.
 

O.C.Simmons P.C. 1888.
 

J.E.Rosser P.C. 1888 - 1890.
 

Oxford Dist. Hillsboro Ct. J.H.Daniel P.C. 1891. 

Oxford Dist. West Putnam Ct. 

Oxford Dist. West Putnam Ct. 

Oxford Dist. West Putn m Ct. 

Oxford Dist. est Putnam Ct. 

Oxford Dist. West Putnam Ct. 

Wm. Dunbar P.C. 1892 - 1893.
 

M.H.Edwards P.C. 1894 - 1895.
 

Caspar S. Wright P.C. 1896 - 1897 - 1898.
 

E.A.Gray P.C. 1899.
 

T.H.Gibson P.C. 1900.
 

Oxford Dist. Putnam Mission Ct. V.E.Venable P.C. 1901 - 1902. 

Oxfora Dist. Putnam Mission Ct. J.E.Russel1 P.C. 1903 - 1904 - 1905. 

Oxford Dist. Putnam Mission Ct. L.D.Coggin P.C. 1905 - 1906. 

Oxford Diet. Putnam ission Ct. J.H.Pace P.C. 1906 - 1901 - 1908. 

Oxford Dist. Put~am Mission Ct. L.B.L nn P.C. 1909 - 10 - 11 - 12. 

Oxford Diet. Putnam Mission Ct. Geo. H.Turner P.C. 1912 - 1913. 

Oxford Dist. Putnam Mission Ct. C.F.Hughes P.C. 1913 - 14 - 15. 
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Oxford Dist. West Putnam Ct. J.M..Fowler P.c. 1915 - 16 - 17 - 18. 

Oxford Dist. West Putnam Ct. W.D.Spence P.C. 1919 - 20 Q'"I. 2, I, 

Oxford Dist. West Putnam Ct. Guy T. Pitman P.C. 1921 to 1924. 

The full list of presiding elders and bishops 1s not available, but be

sides those presiding elders mentioned, Rev. Walker Lew s was here art 

of 1894 and 1895; Rev W.R. Foote, 1900 to 1902; Rev J.E.Heidt,1902 - 1906; 

Rev. C.E.Dowman,1906 - 1912; Rev R.F.Fraser 1913 - 1919. Bishop A.G. 

Haygpod was the bishop 1894 - 1895. Bishop Warren A.Candler was here as 

presiding elder,1894,succeeding Rev. Wm. D.Anderson who died. 

For many years there were large congregations most of the time. When 

Bishop Candler was here, preaching on Saturday at Quarterly Meeting and 

also on Sunday, the church could not hold the crowd that attended. For a 

number of years it was the custom to have services on Saturday as well 

as Sunday. 

Tradition says that in the early years of the church,when those joining 

requested immersion, as baptism, they were immersed. 

A great deal of the time there was Sunday School at the church. Revival 

services were held. 

The church deed was made 1834 , but the earliest list of members in ex st 

)lnce is of the ¥ear 1859. List of members for that year includes: John 
~4. trl-~ ~J,.. ~t-.uvaA-tL. 

Gantt, Joshua Driskell, William P.Farrar, Daniel W:Bowdoin, illlam Vln
p. ~
 

cent, Powell ~.Vinceqt, William Bearden, John J. Folds, John Hawkins,
 
A. du.vt.4- ~r~, 

Zachariah R.Folds, William G.Tedder, Mary Sherling, Elizabeth Ezell,Polly 

'" M.Andrews, Sarah Hancock, Elizabeth Gantt, Martha G. Brewington, Rebecca 

Gantt, Sarah Farrar, Elizabeth B.Folds, Elizabeth A.Bearden, Jane Vincent, 

I 
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Jane T.Bearden, Harriet H.Goolsby, Ellen Farrar, Concord Draper, Mary A. 

/l>, 
Folds, Charity Harp, Caroline Vincent, Elizabeth Word, Rebecca Leggett, 

~elmoth Leggett, Ann T.White, Antoinette Peurifoy, Rachel M.Hawkins, 

Sarah E.Odom, Mary F.Logue, Martha A.Pinkard. 

Tradition s ys that there were some repairs and changes made in the church 

bUilding,which was a wooden structure. The building,exterior and interior, 

was painted 1894. Tradition says that the slaves, as was the southern 

custom, carne to church serVices at this church at times. 

As the years passed the ne ghborhood once thickly settled became thinly 

settled. The church bUilding needed a new roof. Money was raised for this 

purpose and placed in a bank which failed. The bUilding had old fashioned 

rock pillars, which became defective. ecause of these conditions the 

bUilding fell into rUins. ost of the pews had been transferred to Ava

lona Methodist Church in Putnam County. That church later burned. The 

Presid ng Elder had told the pastor, Guy T.Pittman,that he need not serve 

the church longer, because of the small number of members •• That was be

fore the church bUil ing was in as bad condition as came I ter. It is not 

remembered just what year the good lumber in the bUilding was sold to a 
~aM-
~ near Macon for the sum of $25.00. This money was turned over to the 

'\. 

Methodist prea her on the circuit at the time, to be used for the needs 

of the church, it was hoped the money would go to orphans and superannuated 

ministers. At Pierce Chapel Methodist Church in Putnam County there is a 

large bench which once stood in the pulpit of StanfordVille Methodist Church. 

So far as is known, no missionary went out from the church. It is said one 

of the trustees,McCarroll PuerifoY,was a Methodist preacher and had two 

brother who were ~,1ethodist preachers. ~,1any godly men and women have been 



members of his churoh, and its influence 1s felt in the lives of some 

living today. 

The writer was a member of this ohuroh, and nearly all of her family, 

extending baok to her great grandparents, have been members. 

Mi ss Lilla Odom 
Eatonton,Ga 
Rte 4, Box 42 . 
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