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TRINITV'S ~!STORY 

A reader Of hi tory must begin wi th curiosi ty about certain influences: 

- from what vantage point in time is it being ~Jritten? 

- from whose pe1? 

- for what reasor' is me task undertaken? 

- and adm; t t i ng wlla Lei as? 

The bias is probat:1' the most Impurtant here - because we are celebrati~g an 
anniversary whose vereraDle age ,mRres~~S one - 125 years. And the celebration 
carries wi 1r-i it a certain amount of prije, I am certain ps~de cannot be exorcised 
from this history - though to some eXLcnt, we must always y away from b~ing 
"eridef!Al" about our churct'l; and yet the ver nature of nods long-standit')g fellow
snip Ii terally demands that we pa¥ some attention to a tradi tion of ministry in a 
church that serves more than itself, and in fact, has earned a reputation as 

ipioneering wi th mission efforts II", tf,e ci ty (lnd tr,rougi10LiL the ~Jorld< For this we 
are oroud, but also t"i]n!<fiJl for )ur foremc:'I~er~ ;:!nd forefathers who gave us this 
tradl tion, and God ~JfIC enablf::; uS to C.on :r1Uf being ,L WQi"k i1 tne world. 

Secondly, we must remem er that Ilistoricising c:i church is more akin to telling
about a lovea one. Rarely do sources of information about a church arise from a 
critical source, gn indiffe:'ent one~ and almost ne~er gr~ "fgcts" remembered apart
from warm and lOVing memories. To that extent, objectiVity IS of another sort; 
its sources are biographical, autobiographical; remembrance and reminisce~ce. 

Research arises from se' eral sources: 

A Compilation of Hi~tory 1854-1935 bj a chlrch commi :tee who 
used pe pIe, letters, E~angels, Atla~La Journal articles and 
accounts of hist']rv I)f the ci ty. Under [he pasroring of 
Luther Bridgers. - . 

Doctoral Dissertation by Kenneth Jones t 1975. 
An Inner Ci ty Church Experiment in Family Ministry. 

Conversations WI th Joyce, Guy and Whi t Hutchison,
 
Reverends Norman Manning, ana Cecil Myers.
 

Insti tute Raper by John Yntema and Gary Nims "The Actual 
Ministry of TrlnilY U.M.C. an Central Presbyterian Church 
in the Capi tol Homes Housing Project. •• " 

A collection of Memorabilia - Jane Baumgartner. 

First called properl~. Trinily Methodist Episcopal Church, South, the effort was 
born in a schoolroom ,n tne house of Green and Martha Haygood. Martha had educated 
her four children and had opened a school In her own house which soon developed into 
a ~igh school for girls. In her schoolroom the Sunday School, that later became 
Trlnl ty, was organized. 

A mission S•• in a Ii ttle house on McDonough Street, the school was "made in 
the interest of Methodism on the south side of the railroad" and orospered so well 
that its founder determined to build a rhurch. Hle Haygoods, the'l r young son, 
Atticus and WilliS Peck worked in this mission school. and in the summer of 1854 
they moved into the basement of the new structure. 

As a mi sion effort from Wesley Chapel (now Fi rst Methodist) the "substantial 
brick structure" on Mdche 1 Street immediatelv south Gf the new capitol, was 
finished in September 185~. Peverenus I. P. D0ncan a~ J. M. Austin were ministers 
the fi rst year, followeJ Oy KPvere'd Sam Anthony and Dr. Jesse Boring, who became 
well-known names in early (~eth0dism. These p('lstors were shared with Wesley Chapel
until 1856 Wr1en ~everend Lew,. Davies became the fi rst pastor of the separate charge. 
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Methodism itself was les? than a ~undred ye9rs old then, Atlanta had about 6,000
residents. Thpre was no public education; the cdy was a railroad center. And a war 
was on the horizon. 

1(1 July of 1864, Sherman's army was approaching the city, arld for two Sunday's the 
church was closed and the pastor ana his family were fug i tives In August, *Reverend 
Atticus Haygood, who was then a missionary in Johnston's army, 

c 

held services twice each 
Sunday. frlni ty was the only Protestant Church that remaine~ open during the seige.
During the evacuation of the ci ty, Trini ty was used as a storehouse for furni ture. 

After the exile the congregation that Sunday cdnsisted of eleven persons and the 
text was "Trials of ~al th". The following Sunday the Sunday School was reorganized by
Frank Richardson; (who helped establlsrl Sunday School's all over the city); Instrl1men1al 
music was introduced in September" By 1876, membership was 257 wi th 300 enrolled and 
teaching in the Sabbath School. 

Irl 1869··70, a newer "larger, more convenient and handsomer church" was envisioned,
and purcrlasing a lot on the corner of Whi tehall and Peters streets for $6 000, the 
crlurch hroke ground on June '7, IB7l r.eneral;Reverend C. A. Evans preached the fi rst 
sermor from Ephesians 5:23, "I speak concerning Christ and the Crlurch." Expected cost 
of this "tastefully decorated" church was $60,000, "an edifice worthy of the membership
and an elegant ornament of the ci ty." 

In the coming years, the congregation grew in numbers and iIi Vision, helping to 
build other churches, St. Paul's, ~t. John's Peachtree, and Pierce Chapel. When 
General;Reverend Evans delivered his farewell speech to Trini ty in 1874( he records 
that the membership increased from 350 to 530 wi th 300 others lransferrlng to the 
other churches around the ci ty as they emerged. These folk, flowing through Trini ty, 
helped shape the muscle of other churches in the ci ty. Reverend Crumley is named a 
founder of the Decatur Orphan's Home during this time. 

1871-- S1. Paul "one of the first churches organized by Trinity Membership"
Hunter St. ~ t originated at the old fa i r grounds, Fai r SL
 

Evans Chapel, Stonewall St. later Walker SL Church.
 

1878-- Trini ty promoted and helped build Asbury Church on DaVis St.
 

l879-8l--fhe Girls' Society bought a lot on Rawson St., built a chapel for
 
Sunday School on Sunday aflernoons, (Later Pierce Chapel 1886-1889).

Recoraed history of the chapel effort predicts its growth. "] t is in the
 
n~ture of all thinQs in this active, moving town to go forward, and the 
religion of the city seems to be as prooressive as its commerce. By an 
ultra-aggressiveness is the only way In-whi~ the Christian church can reach 
millions of heathenS .. ,almost al our doors, who present a sadder and more
 
pi tiable spectacle."
 

1882-85-- Park St. Church in the West End was built. Sunday School and night

worShip was held in the old U. S. barracks( now the work known as Trinity

Home r~ission. "The services are now held In a house built by Trinity Church. 
For year~ a day school has been held in this mission." (recorded in 1902) 

1890-- Sunday Schools were established on Capi tol Avenue and on the west side. 
The West Side Church emer~ed. And the Capi tol Sunday School joined Pierce 
Chapel to become St. John s, moving to Ge~rgia Avenue near Pryor. 

"Reverend Haygood, president of Emory College 1875-1884, Edi tor of Wesley and Christian 
Advocate, and author of The Man of Gali lee, and BiShO~, had "advanced views especially 

on the race problem •.• but lived to witness a radical c ange of sentiment on this line, 
and to inaugurate a new era In the South." 
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McDonough St. Mission SChOO~ "far out on McDonough SLIt was introduced by General! 
Reverend Evans at the conclusion Qf his sermon. He had vi Sl ted the school and met the 
children, all poor, and in attending a boys class and asking thei r names, where they
lived, how they were situated "he found that every member of the class, without 

·exception, had no father - ali the sons of widows WflO were poor," He urged the congre
gation to send gifts and enter Into the work wi th the school, 

Women'S Foreigh Ministry Society was organized by Dr. John Heldt, the pastor in
 
1879, with Mrs Dennis Hammond t its first president, and 61 pioneer members. In 1880
 
they financed an organ for Trlni ty Church, China, at the request of Dr. Young Allen;
 
thal same year the temperance movement was inaugurated. In 1880 Miss Anna J. Muse
 
offered herself for missionary work and two years later left for China.
 

In a speech by Miss Muse, she recalled her decision to go to China at the tender 
age of 23 long before there were studies of missions. booklets of instruction ~~ 
language schools. Immediately she bea~n teaching English to Chinese boys in Dr. Allen's 
Anglo-Chinese School for Boys in Shanghai ~nd in the afternoons, studying Chinese 
hersel f wi th a New Testament, hymn book, and church ri tual for prilners. Then she be
came matron in charge of Clopton School. After a furlough in the U. S. srle returned wqh
her husband to I~antziang. carrying Uleir belongings in wneelbarrows (trains arrived 20 
years later). 

1884 was a year when Trini ty urged the extension Qf mission work to Mexico WhiCh 
trier had no representative. Miss Eva Foreman went to'Korea; other members had mission
ary relatives in Japan and China. (The David Andersons) . 

A missionary love feast marked the send-off of Miss Laura Haygood to Shanghai,

where she soon had two day schools, a boarding school, and a training school for
 
teachers In 1894 she became sale agent for the Woman's Board in China; later they

named d school for her in Soochow. [t was to this school that Olive Anderson came
 
after she graduated from college.
 

Organized for the systematic aid to Hie poor "especially of Trinitv", the first 
Home Mission Societ~ began in 1882; an industrial School was establhshed. and the 
following year the Executive Goard opened a home on Forsythe St. to care for helpless 
women, orphans, and young children whose mothers needed 10 work -a pioneer day nursery."
The Home Mission also held a series of "cottage prayer meetings" In the homes of the 
invalids and others unable to attend church. 

Also in 1884 a missionary society of 20 small girls was organized, called "The
 
Little Workers". They cared aild clothed six of the children in the Barracks Mission
 
and gave money for a stained glass Window.
 

In 1895 seven women organized the You~g Women's Missionary Society "in connection
 
wi th the adults." The second presidentr- ~jss Daisy DaVis, member of tne old Foreign
 
Missions Board and field secretary of tne new Board of Missions was Di rector of
 
Relief for Poland and later went 10 Poland. Czechoslovakia and Belgium for evangelistic

work (1920's').
 

The Home and Foreign Auxiliaries merqed in 1910; they qave scholarships in China, 
Vashti, BrevardA and CUba, and sponsored fheologica1.students from BraZil, China, Japan, 
Korea, Mexico", r'oland,. and Switzerland, The Business Women's Circle sponsored Dr. V. L. 
Patterson in Lhina when the Board of MiSSions had no money to send him. He had been 
the first in several years when he left, August 1925. A medical missionary, he was with 
Soochow and Huchow hospi tals. 

History of the Trinity Sunday Schuol beginning aga;n after the "mess" left by

Shennan includes a gradual development o(first the Prlmar"Department. then later the
 
Junior, in 1922 the Intermediate Senior Department, and 1930 the Senior Department.
 

The Young Women's Class began in 1893, receiving I ts formal name in 1904. They
had a library of 200 volumes in 1909. Other classes< Young Men Helper's Class 
(membership of 250 with Gov. Slaton as teaCher), Strangerl7isito r Class (taught by
Major William Slaton, Superintendent of Atlanta Public Schools); two classed for "old 
men and women who still liked to camp tn Sunday School"; the Laura Rawson Hammond Class, 
young women who were all absorbed. into working in other Sunday School departments.
Rardwick Class "organized to llold some unruly scouts" which later also absorbed young
girls; the Sunshine Class (still in existence). Rosa rlerman Class, which began as grad
uating primary group and ended as young men and women; W,C, Mansfield High School 
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graduates; Crusader Class, residents of Ihe churches Home for Gi rls which was then located 
near the church. . 

Several of these classes worked actively, si~ging reQularly in the Kings' Daughters
HosQital Home for the Incurables for years, organized Sunaay Scnools at Wesley House and 
at Fulton Ba9 and Cotton Mills, contributed to Methodist Orphan's Homes in Decatur, and 
Ci ty	 Mission s'- and visited the sick, bereaved, and the prisons. The women cooked meals 
for	 folks at tne p'olls 0 compete witI'I the liquor men who were giving away liquor - and 
helped to defeat it. 

The Junior Church department began as a class which gathered "neglected children" 
from	 around the town. I ts effort came from assistant paSLor Starnes. 

Early in 1889 the pastor of Trini ty, Dr J. W. Lee and official board members began
the Young People's Christian League, ana by ~ctober there were 124 active members. Five 
years laLer the General Conference of the Methodist Church endorsed this group WhiCh now 
called itself the Epworth League, forming a union of Atlanta churches. For about 15 
years they were an active ana powerful movement of the ci ty and in the South, and again
In 1919 t i1 was reorganized. Later by rlecree of the General Conference, Epworth League 

lwas diVided into four groups, and in 1935 the original group was called Wesley Fellowship. 

The other three groups were the Interme i iatf' Department for ages 12·14, SeniOr 
Department 15-17 ( eleven teaches were needed for these two), and Yound People's
Department, age IB-23. The division boasted 140 members. 

Also under Dr. Lee t a Boys Club for "news boys and waifs about the streets of 
Atlan ta" was 0 rgan ized I n the ba semen t 0 f the chu rch house un til the Irs i ze forced them 
to relocate and rent the old Guard Armory on Houston St.; later they merged wi th the 
boys	 department of the YMCA. When the Boy Scout movement began, Trtni ty, in the new 
bUilding, again used the basement, and Wi th a former Boy's Club member Sam Swilling,
the	 founding charter listed 20 boys on opening 1913, 11 swelled to over 100 troop
members, Tne church supported these organizations with commi tt~s, money, and en
couraging openness to other denominations. 

The Atlanta Journal describes Trini ty's new bUilding, the present Si te, in the 
October 27, 1912 issue: 

BEAUTIFUL WINDOWS 

The triumph of the whole construction, however, are the windows and 
thel r design. On thses long sli ts of opague glass are pictured, in a 
serie~ of simple symbOlS tne whole history of the church from the creat
ion	 to the union of the t rini tV. The conception and execution are the 
work	 of Waller Downing, the architect. 

The upper windows on the north side of the building, the cold, cruel, 
inhuman side, protray the history oJ the Old Testament. The first symbol
is that of a ray of light shot through red choas the creation. It with 
its otiler symbol, the. fl90d, goes to m?ke up the 1egendary ~indow. t~e. 
next	 two show the beginning of the JeWish race and the orlQln of sacrifice,
and	 the beginning of law and ories!hood in the symbols of Moses and Aaron. 
David and Solomar the start of Ii terature and of the kingdom is another, 
While the prOPhets6 Isaiah and Elljah c typify the last. rn each of these
windows is the sym 01 of God. The Tr lni1y is not yet formed. 

The	 lower Windows on the northern siae, still the ignorant, dark 
side, are made up of the Ten-Comm.ndments. They are shown as originally
printed as Exodus. 

The south side of the church, the sunny, o~en, liberal Side, is takpn 
up with the New Testament history. The upper Windows are a series showing
the	 twelve Apostles with Christ present in each one and on the lower 
windows are the Beati tudes. 

At the back, or eastern side of the interior, the whole history of 
the church is summed up in three windows. The one in the center is of 
three symbols, the ancient Jehovah, the Holy Ghost and Jesus Christ. 
TAe	 winaow on the left shows the two apostles to the Gentiles, Paul and 
Chrysostum, Paul the messenger to the Roman world 
of law and order... and Chrysostum, the ordaine r, to the Greek world of
aesthetics and pnilosophy. The window on the right typifies Martin 
Luthe r . the inaugurator of the Reformation, and \,'lesley, the leader of 
evange1Ism. 

The symbols are simQle, jet eautiful and complete Wi thall. and set 
i!1 the dim green glass of each windQ.W form a neat and rather al-Je inspi ring
desl gn. ~-
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-.Iv;'" ~V"'-::., Qc',t ,'e ued',a ;0' 5:J;'('~' r arJ spoke 10J,rg y or the 'lew building:
"10 thO Slrarger WI,~, our a:3~e'_ and to every man and woman in this community 

who would vJQrst<D a ou~ 3:,ar, we f',:e"'d a spe~ial 'elcome. We would have them 
fee. -hiS IS trelr ratr:';": ;ol.;:;e, t:--e crore, treir JW". This church was not built 
for a,lY o;"e cla:.-s or fer ~~,;:; ge~erak)f1 alone. ut f:,r t~e humble and contri te 
eart In fver ' wal of I' ~ S" long as ~he foundatl01 sLands and the roof tree offers 

shel trr. -;-0 i."'e rl~' a(lu tr'e [I00r, to tl-]e young arld to the old to the learned and 
to '.f,e u:'"ilear'1ed, OJr ~::w: a:'"'0 our kear:s are equ lly opefl••• "I f thi sold al tar 
were a i01;n, it .8ul s0u'1d eerv ~:)te Of huma1 happihess, of human hope, and of 
(1umar, grief. From its ,'IS ir,,'g j:'"'lueflce ha"e g0Yle out consecrated men and women 
to tell the ;:Jiea t s'o y l'1rougr!ou[ lh,e war 1d. 

B,."hop W. A Candler ~;ea'_'1eo the ueoi:atior .ermorl. Octooer 27. 1912. and an 
arter'~ (jr, SU ,ce at ;::A; tea I)r~o spe~lal music. a'1d a'1 e 'ling serv;ce was also 
helco The o:-ga' IS ar' AUSII(' ~o~ta,rll"'g 1 ranks a~o over 3 000 pipes of wood and 

lmetal. r:s li e h0;'sepower lowtr pr ,Ide: the w,rj for al1 the pipes. 

r~~i rman 01 bUllJi~gs ~~mml ttee. JUdge~. R. Hammond; pastor Dr. J. B Robbins, 
and ('~' itect Walter O'::IW11r.g. The al ar rail crla,rs, pews, a'1d orqan were brought
from lr,l~ ~hlte~a)llocat;sn. rhe cells, w' ic~ kad r!jflG frC'!11871-1911, were con-
U, bul eo '" CrUI,j l-j i i l S ,"'e U :lU, st CL:LHP"i" 

Ire -J1;:'llt>e Cele"ra'. '( AD~:l 16-?l, 1929 r.arked 75 year of Trinity. church 
ana bE:ga' w, th re Wome~ :.: r~1 <:;'I',):"arj Sor1ety "jut of The Heart of Trini ty' pageant.
Dr. LuHler 8rid~er_ was ~'a_ vr ')1 lile crurrh 0' 80ll t'1en. His hvmn "He Keeps Me 
Sin, g" - ;'~CIUOfJ if] 'he C~KescurJ Hymnal. Or. Frank Boland was Cha;rman of the 
Board, there w re acou 9C s ei-Jar, s, arror'g t'1em nel"ily elected Ellsworth Race, and 
the me~bersh,p ro Is ,~~luse GordOrl arlO ELizabeth Race, who continue as members now. 

The SW10aj Sc.aol raa tnt e ,departments: 1'Jl.1rs ry flrtmarv Junior, Intermediate,
Sen~o" fOI.J1gfleoRles. a:'"!o 'he Adult DiVISion had 5 r·lasses. the \,IJomen s Missionary 
Soc J ty had 2D 0 f: cers ano e\e:l:"1 rc IfS. 

During World War I, Trin, Ii "'uPi,orted tl"iO Rej (..ross Jni ts. and worked at Fort 
McPherso(, an Camp Gordo"" qi\ i'iQ , f''; Jr"'S. parties for SO (1: rs, i:Jnd kni tting and 
serving war suppl,E'so Arl()n~er U'ltl worke on Peacht e Stieet. 

Under t(le pa.:t~rl(lg of Dr. iorle( n',ompson~ Trlr,1 ty opened a Soup Ki tchen during 
the Great Depre"'s on. ::, aifed r iefly oy. the c(lurch women. this project served the 
ci ty when there were long l,res tne worlo over. One year of his service cost 
$2.000; a t,me wner"! the :hurch wa_ also struggl''1g financially. 

The e'1tenn,al Celebra~".rlp 19:J~, was a resurrection period for a now inner-city
churc.h surrounded by freeways '"I trle maKing, government oUlloings,( boarding houses 
nd slums. T e financial cri~es 10 s of memBers and decline of ~unday Scnool had 

disheartened ome, but also had 'f1('reased the determlnat:on of thers on a hot July
afterr,oo In 1951. Thougfl unabl to me t their oudget that year, the officials voled 
to double i t a~d almost m t rhal comm'ttment: Ai r condi tioning and renovation of 
bUildings. al'l"1Q i'JI th tne e.ar1ge]ls'11 committment of 1. Cecil Myers and the Fisherman's 
Club who vlsi tea every member th~y couldlnd - 600 oeople jOined in six years. A 
counseling arlO reerral service saw \000 Individual' cases In four years; a Golden Age
Club brougr 100 In, ar,;] an In en: 've YCtJ1h mlnisuy to "potential aelinquents" swelled 
MYF t 100, a:'"ld offer-eo ~po(,_or,:;Ci;p of JarlOUs ball teams in a rented gymnasium.
EveniY'g se vi,~ts W_re reVl\iE'd and earl' r;lled the hous • 

The h;sto:-y rl"p()i,: Tr'1,ty', ruturt; 's still ahead of her and not behind her••• 
lonely people by the ~ ndreds d~ lhe heart of any ,ci ty, ld rly p ople ••• youth who. are 
confus t you g famll es struggling to get srarteo••• from other hands we have received 
the torcn of faith •• ,in th Mas er's name, we rna e forward." 

The early s xties, under the pastoring of Bill Holt and Norman Manning. saw an
ot~er phase of trarlsit,c I as Trin, ty sought to sustain its membership and family
or,entatior - arid also rj,<;, Jve" wa::- ,0 s~rve the ':~rrr;;,)t":r'. ne Vision, which would 
have led to the mOVing Of Trlni ty frc~ downtown to the res~dential community was a 
combination community cenTer chu 'ch, and offices - proposed by Ray Moore, atter whom 
the Moore Fellows~i~ vIas: IS na~ed, Ar outpost class of street boys from Capi tal 
Home-Sf CabbagetowrJ and Wht Em wa<:. 0r'go,nc Ir the ParisI" You e, a choir of children 
from .ap' tol Homes W.-3S c;tarttJ <j(rd LI/'c~ t ~ . - Iljr'r and worS'1lp for "office" people 
was Ir'cug ;"'dl.('j e ""r, 'f.~r""s"1::. T r .... ~ rj('jv,G c~cp~r3~J~'ely w: tr Immaculate Conception 
and Cel"1l.raL ;', t;'-',~ "ew '',.'r:y' "1,·,j:"r, '''ClIS :;'1C: ~'efl1bers carre L Trinity as part of 
the Ne i gh;:,ol:,80d TI~o J:r,.J:,j'c. I", Fc~ he j~etr.OiJIS~ 11ner Ci ty Mission or Parish House 

- 5 



was min is te red to by Ike Powell and Bruce Oonnall y and some fam i lFe~ began the i r 
relationship with Trini ty. In 1967 membership was at a low 200 wi th 50 attending,
and officials were consiaering selling the church. 

The Ken Jones era is often described as the time of integration for Trini ty, and 
includes a number of mission efforts. Again the church elected to remain in the city
and focus its energy working to meet the needs of the now majority black Capitol Homes 
and other downtown folk. T~e Parish House offered mid-week programming for children 
and youth, CamD Trini ty was begun and 200 elementary age children attended in the 
summers. The Atlanta Recovery Center was developed first in conjunction wi th a prison 
release program. Now incorporated, it serves 250 homeless daily, and helps them find 
ernployment. The Steel Band came out 0f a youth focus, and a special trip to St. Croix 
to help build a Sunday School building was a feature for the group. Other efforts 
realized by this congregation include the Li teracy Action Program, continuing to be 
housed in the church, Hie Good Neighbor ClUb, an outreach in Cabbagetown, Task Force, 
summer program for youth, and others. 

Between pastors, Trini ty entered into an exci ting "search" period and for about 
five	 months, lai ty upheld the ongoing ministries of tne church, wi th preaching by
most	 of the twenty ordained affiliate members of the church. 

Currently, Sammy Clark is pastor. Coming to Trini ty from his mission in Chimbote,
Peru, Sammy has given strong leadership during a transi tlon period~or mission en- . 
deavors in the CI tV. Trini ty has had three consecutive church-wide retreats; member
ship	 grows at a rale faster then most churches in the ci tV. The l25th Anniversary
finds the Moore class investigating t-he adopt.ion of a Vietnamese family; a full-time 
staff person works at the Parish House; the ,'oint Committee coordinatea effort between 
Central Presbyterian and Trinl tV. 
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