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1951 .z.t~1822 HISTORY OF TUR ~S CHURCH 

In 1640, William Turner came frrnn Scotland to Maryland, and }' ~ 
some of his descendants came on down into Georgia. A grandson, 
James Turner,settled in Hancock county, Georgia. 

On January 15, 1822, Vade Hampton Turner, son of James and 
Elizabeth Turner, crossed the Ocmulgee River and settled seven 
miles northeast of [cDonough in Henry county. He built a log 
cabin, which still stands but is now known as the S.C.Sherwood 
place. On completion of the structure, as he walked into the 
house, he turned to his companion and said, "Let's have prayer," 
thus dedicating this home to the service of God. 

Allen Turner, the circuit rider, must have visited this place, 
perhaps preached some, since it was his brother's home. 

About the time of Wade Turner's coming to Henry county, other 
pioneers moved into this section. Following are the names of some 
of these: Ammons, Fargason, Copeland, Stewart, Upchurch, Harper, 
~cGarity, Jackson, Smith, lorris, Berry, ~ilson, and Zachry. 

There was a desire for a place of worship, so a brush arbor 
was built on the present site of the church - the land belonging 
to Wade H. Turner. He deeded one acre, more or less, to thechurch 
in 1835. Said deed was recorded in r cDonol gh in 1836. The Church 
was called Turners in honor of him who made possible a place of 
worship.

This is said to be the oldest Methodist Church in Henry county. V 
There were three buildings prior to the present one. The 

first was made of logs. The second frame building was used until 
1904, when, through the inspiration and leadership of Rev. R.A. 
Edmondson, the present structure was erected. 

The old building was torn down and sold for sixty dollars, and 
the money was applied to the cost of the new bUilding.

Services were held at Timberridge Presbyterian Church and at 
Sharon Baptist Church during the time of construction. ~.J. Turner 
was chairman of the building committee, and C.J.Turner was treasur
er. lJessrs. Sam Dailey and Ike Whltaker wer~~~ontractors. Some 
members gave of their time and labor. Much Ot' the lumber was do
nated by A.' .Turner and C.J.Turner. Contributions ranging in 
amount from twenty-five cents to one hundred dollars were given. 
The recorded amount was $1009.50. 

For many years, services were held on the second Sunday in 
every month and on the Saturday before. For the past thirty years 
Saturday services have been replaced by fourth Sunday afternoon 
services. Revival meetings are held annually. 

Turners Church was host to the Griffin District Conference in ~ 
1934. Bishop Ainsworth presided in the absence of Dr. Duren, Dis
trict Superintendent.

One preacher, the late T.E.Sherwood, has gone ~X from this 
church. 

For a number of years McDonough, Flip en, and Turners were 
grouped together and listed as McDonough Charge. Since the Confer
ence of 1915, McDonough and Turners have been grouped to ether, 
Flippen being on the Stockbridge Charge. Rev. R.S. mith was the 
last pastor to serve the group.

When the church was more centrally located, its membership 
reached far above two hundred. It has ever remained above one 
hundred. Present enrollment is one hundred and six. 



There was a Sunday School here sixty-five years ago. Mrs. 
Margaret Turner was the first reco~ded superintendent. She was a 
teacher also. The first record of Sunday School is as follows:. 

First senior class - men - 23 .H.Harper, teacher 
First senior class - women - 1° - Mrs. Margaret Turner, 

teacher 
Lesson paper - boys- 16 
Lesson paper - girls - 7 Mrs. Lucy Turner, teacher 
Little people - boys - 6 A.W.Turner, i:eacher 
Little people - girls -3 rs. rianna Fargason, teacher 

This was an enrollment of seventy-four pupils and six teachers. 
C.C.Fargason was the second superintendent and served for 

more than twenty-five years, during which time he was absent only 
one Sunday in every year.

Lawrence • Turner was the third superintendent and served 
faithfully until his death in Janu.ary 1951. 

The membership has become greatly scattered, and the present
enrollment of the Sunday School is thirty, with Miss Frances Am
mons acting as superintenden~. 

There is a very active i .S.C.S. in the church. 1he women or
ganized a missionary society in the early nineties, and only a few 
years have elapsed when this church did not have such an organiza
tion. ~t is stronger today than at any time in its history. 
Present membership is twenty-seven. Mrs. T.A.Coan is president. 
Finances for 1950 were $495.65. The greater portion of this amount 
was used in redecorating the interior of the church. 

Turners Church has always shared the parsonage with McDonough. 
The present bUilding \1951) is the original parsonage erected in 
1888. Prior to that time pastors lived in rented houses. A new 
lot has been purchased and a brick-veneered parsonage is being
built. This is under the leadership of the present pastor, dgar 
A. Padgett. Ground was broken for this bUilding on Sunday, Feb
ruary 4, 1951. R.L. Turner, chairman of the building committee, 
lifted the first shovel of dirt. Others of the building committee 
who participated were W. 1.'.Turner, George E. Strawn, J.S. Hunt, 
C. Whit	 Turner, and Charles ~. Fargason.

The present parsonage has been sold to a .rs. Hayes for ~6500. 
'This amount is to be applied on the new parsonage. Turners is to 
share one-fourth of the lot and building expenses. 

Church conferences were held quarterly. The first recorded 
one was held on April 9, 1887, T.S.L. Harwell,P.C. W.A.Turner was 
elected secretary. Stewards ere .R.Fargason, L.R.Turner, W.A. 
Turner, and Charles J. Turner. 

There were five subscribers to the ~esleyan Christian Advo
cate and to Southern Evangelist. 

Class leaders ere W.H.Harper, Henry Stansell, W.A.Turner, 
~.G.Turner, and W.S.Fargason. 

Five family altars were reported.
The present members of the board of stewards are J. Blake 

Turner, C. it Turner, C.C.Fargason, Miss Frances Ammons, ark 
Turner, and S.C.Harper.

For a number of years, with the fine support of the church 
membership, this board has been able to report all assessments 
paid in full. Finances for 1903 were $405. For 1950, ~1297. 

This history would not be complete without a word of appre

ciation for, .A. Turner and J.A.Upchurch, who served so long and
 
faithfully as choristers.
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~embers of Turners Church have always comprised a large per ~ 

cent of the tent holders at Shing1eroof Campground since its es
tablishment. 

There is no record of pastors serving the church before 1856, 
b t it is said that t70 Bellah brothers ~ere circuit riders who 
served this area. 

Since 1856, Turners Church has had the fo11owin forty-two 
pastors, all of whom have made their contribution to the spiritual 
life and growth of the church and communit • 

Pastor 

Albert Gray (1856-57J
Richard 'Taters (1858-5°) 
Albert Lovette (1860-61)
•••••• Harbin (1862-64)
•••••• Harris (1865-66) 
John Brig{lt (1867-68) 
J.H.	 Harris (1869-72) 
J.R.	 Mason (1873-74)
A. Rowland (1875) 
J. Yarbrough (1876-77) 
R.W.	 Rodgers (1878-79) 
C.C. Spence (1880) 
G•• Thomas (1881-82) 
J.6.	 Davidson (1883)
A. Gray (1884- died in June) 
S.R.	 England (1884) v 

~.P. Smith (18 5)
 
.T. Richardson (1886)
 

T.S.L. Harwell (1887) 
J.M. Bowden (1888-89) 
J.~. Stipe (1890) 
J.E.	 Rosser (1891-92) 
V•• Brinsfield (1893)

J.M.	 Thur.man (1894-96) 
F.S.	 Hudson (1897-1900) 
J.L.	 Moon (1901-02) 

.A. Edmondson (1903-06)
J.E. England (1 07-10) ~ 
Olin King (1911~12) 

A.B.	 Sanders (1913-14) 

H.S.	 Smith (1915-18) 

H.C. Emory (1919-20) 

J.A.	 Partridge (1921-23)
T.H. Maxwell (1924-26)
R.P. Etheridge (1927-30) 
George Hamilton (1931w33) 
C.B.	 Drake (1934-35) 
J.J.	 Copeland (1936-38) 

Dist. Supt. 

Jesse Boring v 
•W. fadsworth 

T.F.	 Pierce v 
I	 , I , ,, , , 

J.iN.	 Reidt" 
W.P.	 Lovejoy" 
John	 B. Robins" 

.F. Glenn v 

J.T.	 Daves 
J.M. Eakes 
Fletcher alton, , , ,
 

, , , I 

, I I I 

.L. Pierce 
,	 , I I 

I	 I I I 

Luke	 G. Johnson 
I I I , I I 

J ."_.	 akes 
L.	 • Twiggs 

Duren 
I I 

Wa1ter Twiggs 

Bishop 

H.N. McTyere 
I	 I I I 

J.C. Keener 
R.K. Hargrove 
C.P. Fitzgerald 
A.G. Haygood 
A.W.	 Wilson 
E.R.	 Hendrix 
~ .A. Candler 

Seth ard 
A•• Wilson 

I	 I I , 

J.R. McCoy 
Collins DennJ 

, I I I 

, I I I 

W.A. Candler 
I	 I I I 

,	 I I I 

, , " 
U.V.V. Darlington

W. B. Beauchamp
 
John .1:. Moore
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Pastor Dist. Supt. Bishop 

J.~. Gardner (1939-42) R.L. Russell"; Ar'thur ~. oore 
R.L. Russell (1943-45)v M.M. Maxwell (died) I , I , 

A.M. Pierce 'I I' 
B.L. Wood (1946-48 Nov.) Paul Turner "t t 

E.A. Padgett (Nov. 1948-51) Henry Jones "I' 

Ours is a gooJlheritage. May this church continue to be a 
blessing to the community and to all whom she serves. 

~.LJJ. '~J l~-


