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HISTORY AND RECJRDS JF UNION METHODIST CHURCH

The record of this church hegins with the 1ot that was bouzhi
from John T. Bentley. Deed daued April 21, 1346 recorded June 3, 184¢ )
in need Becok "LY page 50, Henry County. The sum paid for this lot vae
410,00, The lot consistea of 33 acres more or less., This land sas to
be used to ersct a house of wership, the Methodist Ipisccpal Caurci.

The lot was in the cleventh land district. The trustees were as folic
James B. Turner, Themas hAlbert, John Albert, Samuel Garrard and Henry
C. lierrettc.

The present church site is deeded to John G. Mann, John S. .iloert,
L.P. Owen, N,J, Bowen, and S,\. Helms, as trustees of the Methodist

Church and their successors in ofrice by the heirs of B,H. Ray, slgn-
ed by S... Sappinzton, V/.W. Ray, ... Bentley, J.D. Ray, J.G. Ray,

D.J. Ray dated November 18, 1887. This deed states that B.H. Ray sold
the land ( 2 acres ) to the trustees oi Union Church sometimes during
the year 1875 and that 3.H. Ray died pefore making the deeds to same,
This deed is recorded in the clerk's office in Rockdale County in

Deed Book "Ii" page 154.

The present trustees are C.H. Bowen, J,H, Turpin, E.C, kay, I.L.
Gunter, and J.H. Fargason,

The stewards of the church are C.H. Bowen, Mrs. J,B. Browning, krs
H.C. Crumbley, J,li, Chafin, liiss Rlizabeth Stanley, Mrs. Zed 3wann,
Bdward Ii, Cox, Grady lieCullough, lirs. J,G. lioseley, Frank liorris,E.C.
Ray, C.H. Ricks, and John Bert Richardson. Honary Steward: J.d. Far-
gason. The Juvnior Stewards are Jim B. Crumoley, Gene lioseley, uack
lioseley, John Ricks, Bobby Stephens, and Charles Toney.

The first superintendents were: '/, H, lfcCord, G.W/. Simmons, J.S.
Albert, J.G, lfann, J.D. Bowen, li.a. Belial, Luther liorris, J,.,i, Ray,
C.H. Bowen, Grady McCullough, and I... Gunter, The superintendsnt

in charge now is ©.C. Ray.
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The Secretary is Jo iamme Hinten: %reasurcr, E.C, Ray, The Choir-
isters were: .l. Richardson, R.F. Helms, Frank Rowan, Roy Richard-
son, Grady licCullough, The Choirister now is H.C. Crumbley. The
organist and pianist were: Mrs. Lola Browning Burgess, lirs. Lizzie
Mann IFergason, lirs. Kete Ricks Regan, lirs. Ruth Hicks Richurdson,
Mrs, Ida Lee Ray lioseley, and lrs. Miriam Ricks MeCullough. Ths
pianist now is lirs. liarie Richardson lioseley.

Some of the first members on record are famllics of the licCord,
Simnons, Bentley, Helms, Sappington, Albert, Owen, liann, leathford,
Ford, Ricks, Rowan, Parker, Clotfelter, Ray, iilller, Toney, Bellah,
end Richardson. The oldest member ol this church living is lirs. Ida
Helms,

The pastors on record that scrved this charge are:

Rev.: Calwell

1881-82 Rev, .F. Quillan:
1885 Rev. R,J. Bigham .
1884-85 Rev. W/ .D. Heath
1886-87 Rev. W.l'. Robinson
1888 Rev, J.L. Plerce
1889 Rev. VW.A. Farris
1890 Rev. J.L. lioon
189l Rev. H.l. Quilian
1892-95 "Rev. W..n. Dillard
1894..95-96-97 Rev. H.S. Brudley
1898 Rev. R.a. LTukes
1899 Hav, o1fred Fierce
1900-01 Rev. G.l.. Leakes
1902-00 Rev, F.... Saith
1904-05-06 Rev, J.T. Bakes
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1907-08 Rev, S... Dimon
1909-10-11 Rev, /.0. Butler
1912-1%-14-15 Rev. F,R. Seaborn
1916« 17 Rev. W.P. Curmichael
1918« 19~ 20 Rev. W.hA. Vells

1921 Rev., G.T, sorrels
1922-20-24 Rev, J.S. Thrailkill
1C25~26 Rev. R.L. Ruthlend
1827 Rev, 1,B, Cantrell
1928 Rev,. Harrison
1929-30 Rev., L.P. Huckaoy
1931-32 . Rev, J.G. Davis
1933-04=-35 Rev, G.P. Cantrell
1906~ 57 Rev. G.G. Ramsey
1938~ 3Y Rev. J.VW/. King
1940-41 Rev., V.. Bailcy |
1942-45-44-45 Rev. John D, Maxwell
1946-47 Rev. R.E. Lyle
1948-49 Rev. Charles J. Griins

Our pastor in charge now is Rev., Robert L. Teylor

‘hen the church was first orgonized babies were christened in the
homes but now they are christened in the chiurch &nd « numper of
babies have been christened in this church,

In 1934 the church wes remodeled and memoricl windows were adacd
in honor cf some of our members. During the pastorate of kev, &.P,
Cantrell our church was equipped with folding partiticne, sc tnat
We were enabled to have four sunday School class rcoms instead of

only the auditorium. . short time later new pews werc added,

- %
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One of the first Vacation Bible Scliools was under the leadership
of Rev, and Mrs. Y..a. Balley,

/e have been most fortunate in having for our people bus trans-
portation to and from clhurch, Vle are most grateful to the owners of
the school buses who have made this service possible for a nuaber of
years, They were George Bowen, I.L. Gunter, Jack Perry, and ac the

prcsent Zed Swann.
The first person buried in the Union Cemetery was a threc¢ year

0ld child named Letson.
There have been only two weddings in Union Church., Lewis fravis

Stanley and llana Yhite were married the second Sunday in lay 1947,
after the preaching hour by Rev., R.I. Lyle. On Saturday afternoon
April 30, 1949 at 5:30 o'eclock Norman Clark and Virginia Ray were
married by Rev. Charles Grilhe,

In October 1948 this church began observing .jorld Service Sunday
by putting on a special program after Sunday Schiool every fourth:
Sunday morning. The committee responsible for these. progrums arc as

follows: lirs. George Bowen, Chairman; lirs. Zed Swann und lLirs, Grady

LicCullough.

The leaders of our church today ar< the decendents of the families
who were first members of this church,

The Building Committee that directed us in the work on our annex
is comprised of the following members:.L.C. Ray, Chariman; urs. J.G,
hoseley, lirs, Frank lorris, C,H. Bowen, and H.C. Crumbley, Ireasurer,

THE HISTORY O THE LPYORTH LEAGUL OF UNION CHURCHE

The Dpworth League of Unlon Church was opganized august 15, 1S£E
by Rev. J.5. Thrailkili, The first president was C.H. Bowen. Others
were as follows: Roy Richardson, W.G. George, C,H, Ricks, Miss
Arizona Ray, lirs. Marian Ricks ldeCullough, Charles Ricks, Ralph Bowen
lirs, Mary Jo Love liathis, lirs. Lawson Richardson, Mrs, Virginia Ray
Clark, lirs. Gearge Bowen, Ilirs, largaret Bllen Richurdson Sewell,

w =
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Harold Ricks, lMrs. Jean lilller Toney, lilss Etta Mae Bowen. Jur
president now is liss Joyce Hermonds, Secretary- irs. Ralph Richerdso;

In 1946 Rev, Robert E. Lyle organized the 5Ube~ District Fellowskip
and at that time 1t was called Robert E. Lyle Sub-District, rhe Sub-
District is now called the Lthrujax Sub- District. Sinece 1947 the
Epvorth League has changed and is now called the licthodist

Youth Fellowship.The first president of the Sub- District was. lrs,
Virginia Ray Clark. The president now in charge is Kiss Betty .anne
LeGuin, Secretary Hiss [tta ijae towen., The counsellor of the M.Y.F.

is Mrs., George Bowen, ..

THE HISTORY OF THE V/QMsN'S SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAWN SERVICE OF UNIOW
CHURCH
The Ladies' lMissionary Soeiety was organized by lirs. G.P.Cantrell

and Lrs, Will liays at the home of lMrs. E.C. Ray on Feorucry 1933. The
society ves first naried the Alice Bubb Cantrell isuxuliary, In app-
reciation of the orgunization and the greut work she did for our
soclety a memorial window was bought by the church in her memory.

The first president was lirs., Frank Lorris, Secretary, lrs. E.C. Ray,
Treasurer irs. Paul Ray., Other presidents were krs, Zed Swann, lrs.
C.H. Bowen, Mrs. H,C. Crumbley, lirs, Lawson Richardson, lirs. E.C. Ray.
the president now in office is lirs. Frank Richardson, Vies - President

" Mrs, Frank lorris, lirs. Zed Swann served several years at difrerent
times, Mfs. L.C. Ray was president durimg the war when so many ilcu=
bers were away at work. Sometimes the society had only sii or ei.ac
Lmemoers present, but she did not quit, Why? Because she had faithse
"Then the society was orgunized we had twelve nemoers on roll, On Nov.-
ember 15, 1947 & coumittee was appointed to see vhat floweres were
sent to the sick. On this committee was lirs.George Sowen. Chatrman;
lirs, C.H. Ricks &nd lirs. Holten Wyatt. lirs. Ralpk hichardson is chair-

man of the Flovier Fund now, Trecgurer, irs. H.C, Crumbley; Secretary,
liisg Violet Rircke,
- 5 -
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PFISTURY Oi¢ THE CEHRISTILsN BOsRb OF BoUCLTIULR

1947-48

The Christian Board of Iducution was organizeda Septemver 1947, The

meetings were tou be held monthiy in the iomes on Thursday nighc aliter

the second Sunday.

Pastor

General Superintendent
Superintendent of adult Division
Superintendent of Youth Division
Supcrintendent of Youth Division
Superintendent oi’ Childrens Division
Representatave of V,5.C.5,
Representative of Board of Stewards
Representative of Junior Stewaras
Representative of the Youth
Representative of the Youth
President of the M.Y.F,

lembers at Large

Chairman
Secretary
PLLNNING COLIiiTTIE
liiss Lucille Hommonds
Mrs, Harold Ricks
Eiss Cpal Cox
Miss Jodnne Hinton
Mr, Charlie Ricks
Mrs., Edwurd B, Cox

Rev, Charles Grilhe
lr. 5.C. Ray

lMirs. H.C. Crunvley
lhiss Virginia Ray
Bdward B8, Cox

Miss Violet Ricks
Mrs. E.C, Ray

Mr. Frank lorris
Mr., John Ricks

lars, J.B. Richardson
Charles foney

Miss Jeun hiller
lrs, George Boden
Mrs., J.G. Moscley
kirs. ldwuard Cox
kirs. George Bowsn

liiss Jean killer
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Mrs. Frank lorris
liiss Joyce Happonds
1948-49
Pastor Rev. Charles Grilhe
Our present poestor is Rev., Robert L. Taylor,
General Superintendent lir. L.C. Ruy
Superintendent of idult Division lirs., George Bowen
Our present Superintendent of Adult Division is lir. H.C. Crumbley,
Superintendents of Youth Division iiiss Violet Ricks
Mrs, J.G., Hoseley
Mrs. Frank liorris
lirs. Eduard B. Cox
Representative of 17,5.C.S. Irs. Zed Swann

Our president now is lirs. Frank Richardson,

Representative of Board of Stewards lir. Fraenk «orris
Representative of Junior stewards Iir. Joun Ricks
Representatives of the Youth liiss Joyce Hammonds

liiss Joanne Hinton
President of the M.Y.F. Iilss Ltta liae Bowen
Our president now is liiss Joyce Hammonds,
Members at Large lirs. Edward B. Cox
lirs. H.C. Crumbley
Mrs. J.G. Moscley
ilirs., Frank lorris
lirs. J.B. Ricaurdson
Chairman Irs. Gsoarge Bowen
Secrstary lidss Etta liue Bowen
The plaaning committee. has not been chunged.

T -
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Through the efforts of our Zullding Gcun’tiee, Christian Board of
Education, our Pastors- Rev. Charles Grillhie and Rev., Rovert L. Tcyloxr
and the people at large, who so graciously gave their time ahd their
pledges, the new annex to our church weas started in late October,
1949 and as you see is nearing completion. For this good work &nd
cooperation we are nost grateful. Ve hope to see our sunday Sciiool
dcuble in number as it is zlready beginning to do, liay we, as members
of this church, keep praying that this church moy continue to grow,
We hope that larch 12, 1950, the date of the opening service of our
Educztional innex, will be as significant to our children 2s many of
the above dates arc to us,

1950-51

During the conference year 1950-51 some e¢vents and ch.nzes took
place which the Coumittee on History includes in the subsequent
lines as a part of our histarical data.

Few changes were made in the officers of the Church Sciool, Mr,
B.C. Ray remains our faithful superintendent, l7iss Joyce¢ Hammonds
1s the Secretary, The teachers are as follows: Men's Bible Class:

Mr, C.H. Ricks; Ladies' Bible Class: lirs, Josie liiller; Young Ldult
Cless: lirs. Frank liorris; Youth Class: lir. C,D. Ricks; Intcrmedictes:
Mrs. Lucille Richardson; Juniors: lrs. addie Jo Swann; Primaries:
Miss Violet Ricks; Beginners: Irs. Ralph Rich.rdsvn. The faithfulness
and concrecation of these teachers and officers have nade it possible
for us to hove a well planned and thorough Church School Program.,.

Behind every movement for better education in the local Church
1s the important Board of Christian Bducation. With the addition
of the names of linck lioseley amd Lirs. Josie hilier; the menbership

of this Rosrd cof mWdvestion rens ing the sunae as namned above for

- 8 ot
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1949-50, Through the planning of the Becard of Jduecation dur Caurch
enjoyed a very sucessful Vacation Bible School. Juiy 3-14 1950,

lirs, Addie Jo Swann was the Dean of the Vacation Bible sSchool,
Teachers were: Beginners: lirs. Vivien Richerdson and lirs. warie
Herrionds; Primeries: lirs. Velma lloseley and lirs. Dorothy ifoselcey;
Juniors: lirs. ILucille Richzrdson and lirs. C.C., Bowen; Intermedictes
lirs. Frank liorris und Mrs. E.C. Ray. Forty children profited from
study, fun, and fellowsnip in one of our best schools.

The story of the V/,53.C,3. 1s always the sane- iniutive and pro=-
gress, lMuch has bheen acconplished this year under the leudersiip
of the President, lirs. Lucille Richardson, and her co-workers.
Flowers have been sent to the shut-ins, the fine oulletin ooard

was purchased, and copies of TH:I UPPLCR ROQli are veing seni to our

boys in the armcd services, Since the beginning of our expansion
progran, the ljoman's Society has contriputea approxinmately §1000,00

to this work.
our Youth Fellowship has been nust active during 1950-31, Lrse
George Bowen and lidss Lucllle Hammonds have been excellent coun-

cellors. llack Moseley has been a faithful and efiicient president.

In 4ugust (1950) the 1. 7.F, encamped at shingleroof Campground,

Their attendance at the services and participation in all the

activities there made them the recipients of a &5.00 first prize

cash award. This year the li.Y.T. has spent $105.,00 on the improve=

ment of the Church. VWhat nore could & Church ask of the youting

On Saturday afternoon, Decenber 23, 1950 Lucious Younmans and

Etta line Bowen were united in marriage by Rev. Robert L. Taylor

in Union Church, This was the third wedding to be perforned in

this Church.
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Two dates are significent with regard to the finarces this
year (1950-51), On the Second Sunday in Decenber nore than $400,00
was pledged to retire all Of the indebtedness on the annex., On the
Second Sunday in March $229,00 vas pledged to paint the Caurch
inside and out,

\le can surely say with the apostle Paul, "lle count not ourselves
to have apprehended." But when we survey the progress that has been
made, we nust not dedicate this building today (Aprii 8, 1951)
without saying "thank you" to the nembers who contributed and
vorked, to the fricnds and forner nenvers who prayed for us ana
contributed, and to alnighty God who gave us the vision aand cae

courage to carry through,



