
Tradition and 
Jacts concerning the Watkinsville, Geor«ia 

Methodist OhurCh 
Compiled in the Year 1'50 

(fradition) 

G. Jrank Ashford, one of the compilers of this histo17. has 811 indistinct 
recollection of having heard his father, Alexander Woodson Ashford, .~ that the 
first lofethodilt Church in Watkinsville was located at the cemeterye 

Mrs. Johnnie A. Wilson, an old resident of our town, thinks there wae a 
Church Just acrosB the road from the cemetery. 

If there wal a !.(ethodist Church in the Ticinity of the cemetery, it ~ evi­
dently was JDOTed to a location on Vater street directl7 behind where the county 
C0ufi IOUlle now stands. 

W. were unable to find 8117 deed showing that the M.thodist ever owned the lot 
'back of the Court-house, but from the following Itatements fro. old resident. of 
the town, we feel that we ~ accept as fact that the 'building behind the Oourt-. 
house which was uled iT the negroel troll 186, \Q) until a few 7ears back was ori&,­
1nallT used b.1 the white Methodist of the town 88 a meeting house, Mr•• Johnnie 
A. Wilson stat.. that froll things she hal heard in the past, ahe fee18 prettT 
certain that there was a Methodist Ohurch behind the Court-hou8e: Mi•• .Annie White 
1&78 ehe remembers hearing her mother s81' that the Xethodist Ohurch was behind the 
Cour1;o.hou... Mr. Ira Phillips states that he heard hiB late wife, who was Hi88 
Warnie ~et8a;r that her mother said that the Methodist Ohurch was behind the Court­

, -	 hou8e. 

!he following are facts concerning 
our Ohurch that can be proTe bT 
old Deedl recorded in both Olark 
and Oconee Counties and ~ an old 
~terlT Meeting1s Minute Book 
with earliest date Ihowing 
March 30, 1850 

Augu.8t 2, 1832 
In Deed book 'pi (clarke OountT Records) TOU will find where AsblU7 .ull. 

attorneT in fact for James Merriweth.r, admin.strator of the estate ot William 
Merriwether, deeded slxt~six acres of land for the Watkinsville Oamp Ground: 

~,	 the propert7 was deeded to the tollowing trusteell Jos. Smith, James Anderson, 
I\U1ter Orawford! James R. UcOleskq. John GraTes and William M. Morton. the 
price paid was ~148.50 

September ~, 1851 
In deed book 'TI, page 163 (Clarke Oounty records) you will find where the 

WatkinsTille C~ground trustees who were J. Y. l'}lenn, A. P. Nunnally, Green B• 
• ay~ood, James o. Parrish and Thomas L. Williamson of Olarke Oounty and J. It. 
:.IcOleskeT of Jackson Oounty deeded the Oamp -ground to Partheneus Bearden for the 
consideration of $667.00. This sale was made complying with instructions given 
at Quarter],7 Meeting in Watkinsville on June 20, 1851 (8ee old Minuh book, pg~ ('16) 
'!he proc.... from the sale of the O&lllp..ground were to be placed with the proceftB 
trom the 8ale ot the old parlonage, which are now in the handl of the recording 
secreta17, Mr. :B••• OTerbT, and to b~ a new parsona&e (we haTe been unable to find 
from old records where the 'old parlonage mentioned was i""" sold, uor can we 
tell where it was locded.) The decilion to 8ell the Oamp-ground was made after an 
inTestigation as to the 'propriet,. of selling the propertT rather than going to 
the verT necess817 expense expense of repairs. !he committee who investigated a8 to 
the propriety of selling, decided that the expense both to the Ohurch and the tent­
holders would be too ~ to authorize ~ further meetings at the place, therefore, 
the Committee recommended the selling of the Oamp-ground allowing the tent-holderl 
to remove their tents, or to sell, whichever the7 choos•• (the meets and bounds of 
ihis place Show it to be the same as that bought from the Merriwether estate in 1832.) 

December 31, 1851
 
In Deed Book Nut: page 147 (Olarke Oounty records) 70U will find where Ma­


tilda Iarden Johnson deeded to the Watkinsville Methodilt Oirout t a house and lot vfor a Parsonaee, which completed a dir.ctiTe of ~terly MeetiQg Conference held 
June 20, 1851 at WatkinlSTille. This DoW parsonace was located on a lot back of 
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the hou8a in which Mr. Ira Phillips now lives in the Tear 1'50. 

JuJ.:r 21. 1861 
In Deed book: 'we: t8&es 266 " 267 (Clarke County records)TOU will find where 

Richard Richardson deeded land to the Watkinsville Methodilt Ohurch for the purpose 
of building or having built a Churoh. The Church trustees at this time having been 
elected October 27, 1860 at ~terlT Meetin~ held at Dr" Pond Camp Ground were 
John Calvin Johnson, .A. ltowan, 1I.. L. :larr1e, Jaoob Klutts, J. O. Willon, W. :B. 
Irqgood and !homas :Booth. !his land which waS bought from Mr. Richardson by the 
Church trustee I cost $100.00. It i. assumed that the work on the Church began 
immediately, because the buildi~ was erected by the alave. of William Murr~ vhe 
were considered good oarpenters, and since the war between the states began in the 
Tear 1861 the building would ~e to have been built not later than 1865 to have 
been ereoted bT slave labor. This Church is no" the property of the Christian 
denomination and is used by them as a place of worship. I might mention that 
this Church was remodeled after it was sold to the Christian denomination ••efore 
the building was changed, it set only about two steps from the ground. and. had a 
wide and deeply recessed porch with two large colums supporting the span; the 
steeple was a low square arran~ent rather than the tall one vhich you find nov: 
inside the building and at the back val a gaJ}ery for the negroes, this ga'je17 wal 
approached jf"" through a door on the right side of the recessed porch leading 
to a Itairw~. 

Oc\ober 24, 1863 
In Deed book: 'X', pg. 144 (Clarke Oounty records) TOU will find where the 

trustees of the Watkinsville Methodist Church Circuit parsonage deeded to William 
K. Ashford for the consideration of $1000.00 lot number , and a small lot adJoin­
ing thereto deeded to Matilda Rarden bT W, M. Blanton; these two lots adJoining the 
lot occupied by William I. Ashford. This sale was brou.ght about. as a result 
of directions to the trustees at ~uarterly meeting held at Watk:in8Tille on Sep. 
tember 26, 1862 (see old Minute book, Pg. 144) from this I quote. "he ~t.rlT 
Conference instruct. the trustees of the parsonage to convey by deed to William •• 
Ashford. or tm7 other ~erson, the parson8&e in Watkinsville, and to reoeive ti tl88 
from Jane llovan, admin'1.stratrix for the estab of Abraham Rowan decealed, to the house 
and lot wherein she now lives. To use the difference between the sale and purchase 
viz. $200.00 towards repairs of the house, and luch other sums as might be colleoted.' 

This parsonage bo'tlght by Mr. Aahford vas the one bought b;r the Circuit froa 
Mrs. Matilda .arden Johnson in the Tear 1851. !he trustees of the parsonage were 
J. C. Branch, C. L. Yew, :Barton O. !hrasher, Jam•• C. Wilson, 1Il0ry 'g. Anderson, 
John Calvin Johnson and Peter W••utcherson. 

December 24, 1863 
In Deec} iook 'X', pg. 145 (Clarke COlmty recorda) you ,,111 find where Jane 

Ro"an, admin.atratrix of the estate I' &EM ' of Abraham Rowan deeds to the trustees 
of the Methodist parsonage for the consideration of $800.00 the place indicated in 
the old quarterly meeting's minute book pg. 144. !his parsonage was located OD. 

the lot where the Dempsq family now live in this year 1950. 

At Qparterly meeting held at Watkinsville, January 13, 1877 the trustee. are aut~ 

rized to lell the parsonage and p~ the debt (se. minute book pg. 263)The commit­
tee appointed to sell the parsonage and ptq the debt were John Whitlow. (Chairman) 
W. B••e.ygood, S. R. Ward, W. Johnson and :I. 7. Anderson. I think the debt referred to 
in this i tea was a balance owed on the present parsonage. I fail to find in the 
records where the parsonage was sold, but 80me years later we find the property 
in possession of A. W. Ashford who probably bought it from the Committee named above 

d failed to have it recorded. It seems that this parsonage was not occupied by 
\ pr acher at the time of the sale but he was even then residing in the present 
parsonage. to which the trustees received the deeds in 1878. 

(Note Oconee County waR cut off from larke County in 1575)
M81' 1, 1878 
Ia Deed book A, pg. 337 (Oconee County records) you will find where the pre.. 

811t parson8&e,in this ;rear 1950, was bought from Jerimah C. lodrell and his wife 
Jllha in 1878. !his old home was originallT owned by Green B. :laygood, the father 
of Bishop Atticus G. I&1'good and Mi.. Laura J:rqgood, tha missionary. '!he price 
paid for the property vas $'70.50 • The old Clarke county records shows that Green 
B. ~good in 1853 sold the property to Milledge S. Durham, an old resident of 
Watkinsville, and I assume that !.(r. Durham 101d the property to Mr. and Mrs Fodrell 
who in turn sold to the Watkinsville Methodist Church Circuit. 

1893 
In Deed book 'D", ~Oconee Count.1 reoords) pg. 375, you will find where the 

trustees of the Methodist Chur8h deeded to A. W. Ashford the old Church vhich was 
built in the ear17 l860s bT Murr8\1'e slavesithe consideration in this case was 
another lot on which the present Methodist ohurch now 8tands in 1950. 
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The present Methodist Church was built in lS'3 by A. W. Ashford, hie brothera, 
and tvo uncl••, Thomas and Robert Booth as a memorial to the mother of the Ashford 
men and a sister to the Booth' brothers. 

A great improvement to the Church propertY' wi thin the last few Y'ears was the 
development of a basement for Sunday-school classes, a kitchen and a large room 
for gatherings etc. 

We fear that the first organization of our Church vill never be known, but 
since Watkinsville was a incorporated in 1806 we feel that there vas a Methodist 

.- Church here then; if the Tillage vas large enough to incorporate, there certainly 
must have been a Church and the other two Ohurches here did not come on until 
lS87 and lS'5 re.pectivelY'. 

:Below we are giving the chain of preachers, some Junior preachers and pre­
siding :Ilder8 vho have lerved us from the year lS35 until this good Y'ear of our 
Lord 1950 I 

Jr. served Preachers in Oharge Presiding Ildera Junior Preacherl 

lS35-1S36 
lS36-1837 
lS37-1838 
lS3S-1839 
183~...1840 
1S40-1841 
ls41-1S42 
lS42-1S43 
lS43-1844 
1~1s45 
lS45-1846 
1846-1847 
lS47-1848 
184s-184, 
194~lS50 
1850-1S51 
1851 
lS52 
185:5 
1854 
1855 
lS56 
lS57 
lS5S 
1859 
1860 
ls61 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
ls67 
ls68 
ls69 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
lS75 
1876 
lS77 
1878 
lS7' 
18Se 
1881 
lS82 
1883 
lS84 
1885 
18S6 
l8S7 

J. W. Glenn 
J. W. Glenn 
John C. Simmons 
lIli Bennett 
Runell W. Johnson 
:linton Orawford 
:linton Orawford 
John B. Chappell 
llichard Lane 
J. V. Xnight 
John W. Glenn 
John W. Glenn 
Anderson Rq 
Ienry P. Pitchford 
Jo.eph D. Adams 
J. D. Adami 
George :Bright 
Vm. J. Ootter 
WIl. J. Cotter 
lels8 ~ Littlejohn 
DaTid Blalock 
David Blalock: 
Vm :I. O. Cone 
W'm. :I. C. Oone 
John C. Si1llDlon. 
John C~ S1JIlmoni 
7illman Y. Reynolds 

v' Attic~.-laY'iOod 

D. J. Myrick 
D. J. M;yrick 
D. J. Myrick: 
A. G. Worlq 
Cicero A. Mitchell 
Richard J. Iarwell 
ll:1chard J. Harwell 
lI. G. Murrah 
Jno. W. Knight 
J. :{. V. Morrie
 
Jno. W. Knight
 
Wm. 'If. 0 slin
 
Wm. W. Odin
 
Wm. W. Oslin
 
Wm. W. Oslin
 
Miles W. Arnold
 
Wm. J. Cotter
 
W'm. J. Ootter
 
ll. J. m.lts
 
R. J. :11118 
B. A. Seals 
R. A. Seals 
J. V. M. Morris
 
J~ V. M. V.orril
 
J. V. M. Morris 

11111111 IX 1'1"1. 

Va. J. Park. .; 
Va. J. Park. 
Wa. J. Parks 
Wa. J. Park. 
J. W. !falle)" 
J. 'I. !allq 
J. ,. !allq 
J. r. !alley 
Alfred J. Mann v 
J. O. A. Clark 
J. O. A. Clark 
J. O. A. Clark 
llobt. W. Bigham 
llobert W. Bigham 
llobt \f. Bigham 
:!obt. W. :Bigham 
Walter ll. :Branhaa 
Val ter ll. :Branhall 
Wal ter ll. Branham 
!thomas 7. Pierce v' 
!hoDlas F. Pierce 
Thomas J. Pierce 
hsUe W. Speer 
lIuUs W. Speer .) 
!homas J. Pierce v 
'!homas Y. Pierce 
~homall Y. Pierce 
!homal Y. Pierce 
Robert W. :Bigham 
Robt. W. :Bigham J 
Robt. '1. ::3it;hmn 
Robt W. :Bigham 
Geo. W. Yarbro'U8h 
Geo. W. Ya,rbro'\1&h 
Jease Bor1n& 
J. D. Iammond 

Walter X. BrBDham 
William D. BUSBeY' 
James I. Winn 
A. J. Deavers
 
Andrew N.ese
 
J. S. Lane
 
John P. llobinson
 
Augu.atus D. lluasell
 
George I. Iancock
 
W. B. Allen
 
William 1f. Allen
 
A. J. DeaTer.
 
James L. GibsOJl
 
William B. IarriBon
 
101m"•• larn.
 
J. I. J:arrie
 
Jno. I. Grogan
 
J.... R. Littlejohn
 
!bOlla. BorinE=
 
Jno Pattillo
 
Jno. W. Mcshee
 
Jacob O. NeeBe
 
Au&. !. 'illiamson
 
W. C. D. 'er17
 
Vm C. Rowland
 
Jno R. Parker
 
Anderson J. Jarrell I
 
Imory J. Anderson
 
:;mory- J. Anderson
 
Jame. L. 70wler
 
Robert J. Corle)"
 
llmory- J. Anderlon
 
!enry J. :11111
 
J. I. Buter
 
Jas. M. :Bell
 
J. M. V. Morri. 
Jno. W. Knight 
:B. L. .-wDe 
'1m. M. Lampkin 
V. I. Trammell 
V. I. !rBmmell 
Warren A. Candler 
Mike D. !u.rner 
666 
"'1: J. Morgan 

, ­f) I 

Simon Peter ll:1chardson (
 
Simon Peter Richardson
 



...
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J~ior preachers 
Presiding 11ders Junior preachers 

1888 O• .A. Convq Simon Petor Richardson 
1889 C. A. Conw~ Simon Peter ll1chardson 
1890 I. E. Reese lI. •• Parks 
1891 I. B. Reese H. B. Parks 
1892 :I. B. Reese lI. •• Parks 
1893 I. n. Reese •• •• Parks 
1894 Robert !. Martin Luke G. Johnson 
1895 JalS. J. Aus1q lim. P. LOTeJo7 
1896 Jas. J. AnBle;y Wm. P. Lov Joy 
1897 Simeon Shaw Wm. P. Lovejo7 
IS'S J. S• .Askew J. I.. Robins 0/ 
lS9' .A. J. Iughs J. It. Robins 
1900 A. J. Rughs J. R. Robins 
1901 .Ae J ••ugh. Ia. • 'LbnJo7 
1902 A. J. Jlughs W. P. LOT_J07 
1903 :B. P. Searcy W. P. LOTejo7
1,04 A. A. SulliV8Z1 W. P. Lovejoy 
1905 A. A. Sullivan J. S. !178Zl 
1906 A. J. Sears lI. S. :Bryan 
1907 Ae J. Sears J. S. :B17&n 
1905 J. 1'. Davis J. S. :B17an 
1909 J. 1'. Davis W. L. Pierce / 
1910 L. .... LaU&hlin W. L. Pierce 
1911 I. O. Marks W. L. Pierce 
1'12 J. L Speer :B. P. Allen ;vi 
1913 J. R. Speer I. P. Allen 
1914 G. S. ~razier :B. P. Allen 
1915 W. W. Carroll B. P. Allen 
1916 W. W. Oarroll I. P••l~. 

1917 W. W. Oarro11 S. P. Wiggins 
1918 W. W. Oarroll S. P. Wiggins 
1'19 J. D. Cantrell S. P. Wiggins 
1920 J. D. Cantrell G. R. Venable 
1921 J. D. Cantrell G••:B. Venable 
1922 O. B. !allq G. E. Venable 
1923 B. H. !rammell W. S. :Bobinson 
1924 :B••• Trammell W. S. Robinson 
1925 B••• Tr8l:llI1ell W. S. Robinson 
1926 (Deed) B. H. Trammell &Lunsf- W. S. Robinson 
1927 W. F. Lunsford ord W. S. Robinson 
1928 W. J. Lunsford J. ,. Allgood 
1929 W. J. Lunsford J. L. Allgood 
1930 W. J. Lunsford J. L. Allgood 
1'31 G. T. Shell J. Allgood 
1932 G. !. Shell J. W. Veach 
1933 Carl Stanl~ J. W. Veach 
1934 Carl Stanley J. W. Veach 
193~ Carl Stanley C. O. Jarrell 

•• E. Sams C. O. Jarrelll'~1'37 •• B. Sams I. L. By'rd 
1938 N. B. Same •• L. B,.rd &M. M. l~el1 

1939 N. B. Same O. L.Middlebrooks 
1940 J. B. Stephenson O. L. Middlebrooks 
1,41 Jas. Boyd Stephenson O. L. Middlebrooks 
1942 Jrank I. Jenkins J. lI. :Barton 
1943 Jrank ~. Jenkins J. K. Ba,rton 
1944 Frank I. Jonkins J ••• :!arton 
1945 Jrank: E. Jenkins J. ][. :Barton 
1,46 Jrank I. Jenkins •• S. Smith 
1947 ~aank ~. Jenkins •• S. Smith 
1948 J. S. Kill I. S. Smith 
1949 J. S••ill I. S. Smith 
1950 Marion K. Con~ J.. C. OallaW81' 
1951 M. I. Oonw~ J. O. Calla'W81' 
1951-1952 M. H.. Conway J. C Callaway 

\i. vish to thank fsa Vivian Ashford for c rtain rls arch that she did for us at 
Emory University Theological Library. 

The above ,...as compil d by Grover Frank: sbford 

S1gn~:~~~ 
G. Frank shford, WtkillVill:Ga.
 

October 11, 1951
 


