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IT 

I N T ROD U C T ION
 

A history of a... ·church, is a problem for anyone to undertake
 

to write. When.II accepted the assignment I considered it to
 

be the same .as taking the oath of a witness in a Court Of
 

Law. That is : "I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth,
 

and nothing but the truth". So many times people will write
 

and try to make Saints out o£ all people, never depicting
 

the rough and roudy side of human nature. So remember a
 

true history should tell the whole truth that has a bearing
 

on the church. One writer has said"Not to know what happened
 

before we were born is to remain perpetually a child. For
 

what is the worth of a human life unless it is woven into the
 

life of our ancestors by the records of history?".
 

It:·hB..sr·been a Ii ttle discouraging in getting help from the 

members, but I believe it was in their leadership not 

wanting it written. However the church had been there over 

a hundred and~twenty four years, and not a member had been 

interested enough to do any thing about it. One Minister 

Rev. M. S. Williams had written some interesting things in 

in the front and back of the Roll Book. I copied it and 

and gave him credit for it. Few of them wrote in the dates of 

receptions and removals. Since so few dates were recorded I 

felt it best to leave them all out. 

I have tried my best to bring you a true picture of all that 

was available to me, along with the Ministers and the 

Presiding Elders with their years of service. Many thanks go 

to Rev. Hugh McKee and Mr. David Estes for:their encouragement fo~ me 

to attempt to write it. Also to Mrs Marion Pierson, Rev. McKee's 

secretary for her work in getting up so many names for me that I 

did not have. You will notice that Justices Of The Peace as well 

as Notary Publics performed Marriage ceremonies in th church 

along with the Ministers of that day. 
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D E D I CAT ION S 

The ones who have gone to their Heav.enly Rest are listed first. 

James W. Wardlaw and Miles Wesley Arnold,Organizers of Church. 

Miss Lizzie the last of the Wesley Chapel Turner.Family. 

The Hannah Family from its beginning. 

Rev. Hugh McKee and Mr. David Estes for their faith in my ability. 

My wife Bessie Bickers for her inspiriation and proof reading. 

Mrs Lowel Green for typing the Manuscript. 

Mrs Marion Pierson for Ministers names. 

Mrs Jo Irish for copy work. 

Mrs Mary White for copy work. 

Mrs Lucile Taylor for Pictures. 

Mr. Lowell Green for Binding. 
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CON TEN T S
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V. Roll in Second Book: First available. 

VI. Second Revision in the same book. 

VII. 1884 Revision of same book. 

VIII. 1891 Revision- of same book. 

IX. . 1895 Revision of same book. 

X. The history of Wesley Chapel. 1854 - 1978. 

XI. The Turner Family of Wesley Chapel. 1854 - 1968. 

XII. The Arnolds of Wesley Chapel. 

XIII. The Camps of Wesley Chapel Community. 

XIV. The Hannahs at Wesley Chapel. 1854 - 1G;78. 

XV • Legal Documents Passed By Charge Conference 1979. . . 
XVI. Homecoming Day and All Day Singing. 
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DEDICATION OF WESLEY CHAPEL CHURCH 

"In 1854 W. J. Wardlaw and Miles Wesley Arnold were on the Carrollton Circuit. 

During the y~ar they organized a Methodist Church, named Wesley Chapel, about-three 
"..4 • ,. 

and a half miles North- of Vl11a Rica. Soon after the church was organized a house 

was built during the same year, which re~ained until 1890, when it was torn down and 

a new one ~egun. The new house is now completed and was dedicated recently. 

A short time before the church was organized, some of the Arnolds and Turners from 

middle Georgia moved into the community, and they were among the first and most 

prominent members of the new church. They were Methodist before they left middle 

Georgia and as soon as they could they built them a church of that denomination near 

their new homes. Among those who came from middle Georgia to Carroll County were 

Asbury Coke Arnold and family, James R. Turner and family, and Thomas Turner and 

family. These all united with the new church. 

The first trustees were Asbury Coke Arnold, James R. Turner, Larkin H. Davis, 

Thomas Turner and Josiah Tolbert. Asbury Coke Arnold was a son of Wllliam Arnold 

(Billy), of the Georgia Conference, and a brother to Miles Wesley Arnold of the 

North Georgia Conference. 

James R. Turner was the father of Rev. William S. Turner, of the Georgia Conference. 

Larkin H. Davis was a brother to Cris C. DaVis, a popular local preacher of Atlanta. 

Thomas Turner, brother of James R. Turner was a local preacher. He died before the 

church was completed and was buried July 4, 1854, at the grave yard near the church, 

his grave being the first ever dug in the grave yard. Many have been buried there 

since. 

Allow a digression. Among those _who sleep in the old grave yard is "Uncle" Claiborn 

Trussell, one of the purest and best men that ever lived in this section. He was 

a member of the Georgia Conference and of the North Georgia Conference for fifty-

two years. His body sleeps at Wesley Chapel, while his spirit shouts in the Con

ference above. A grand old man was he. 
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Wesley Chapel has given two preachers to the itinerancy. William S. Turner
 

joined the Georgia Conference in 1854, the year the church was organized. In
 
1867 he transferred to~labama. In 1878 he located. He died at Fort Valley, Georgia,
 

March 14, 1891 •. He was a good man, and a useful . preacher.
 

J. T. H. Miller, a member of the West Texas Conference, and at present stationed 

at L1an~,_Tex~s~_ He was converted and joined the church at Wesley Chapel. 

About two miles from this church, that prince among young preachers, Dr. W. A. 

Candler, first saw the light of earth. 

For many years Wesley Chapel. stood still. At times there were symptoms of death. 

In the beginning of 1890 her members were few. That year Rev. S. R. Be1k was in 

charge of the Villa Rica Circuit, and Wesley Chapel belonged to the circuit. But 

what was Wesley Chapel? The house was old, the members few and the prospects 

gloomy. But the preacher was full of faith and the Holy Ghost. He went to work 

with all his power consecrated to the service of the Lord. God blessed his efforts, 

a wonderful revival was the result. About sixty members joined the church.. The old 

members took on new life. A new church must be built. The money was subscribed, and 

the work begun, and now it is about finished. The house 1S forty by sixty feet. It 

is the best country church in the Rome Di stri ct. On the thi rd Sunday in September·,'· 

the new church was dedicated. An irTTnense crowd was present; Rev.--S. R. Belk 

dedicated the house. The sermon was an able one, and fully sustained the 

reputation of the preacher. 1I 

Signed M. S. Williams MC. 

This article was written by the pastor of Wesley Chapel and published in the 

Carroll County Paper •. Dated September 20, 1891. 
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Date Pastors Presiding Elders 

1854 W. J. Wardlaw - - - - - - - - - - - - John C. Sirrmons 

1854 Miles Wesley Arnold John C. Sirrmons 
I~ • 

1855 Cl ai born Trus~;e 11 John C. Sirrrnons 

1855 Peter Groover - - - - - - - - - John c. Sirrmons 

1856 Thornas Boring - - - - - Samuel Anthony 

1857 Thomas Boring - - - - - Samuel Anthony 

1858 Miles Wesley Arnold - - - - - - - - Samuel Anthony 

1859 John W. Brady - - - - - W. H. Evans 

1859 S. A. C.lark - - - - - - - - - - - - - - W. H. Evans 

1860 J. W. Brady - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - W. H. Evans 

1861 J. L. Lupo - - - - J. B. Smith 

1862 J. L. Lupo - - - - - - - - - - - J. B. Smith 

1863 John Murphy - - - - - - - J. B. Smith 

1864 John Murphy - - - - J. B. Smith 

1865 David Stripling - - - - J. B. McGehee 

1866 W. c. Dunlap - - - - - J. B. McGehee 

1867 W. c. Dunlap - - - - - J. B. McGehee 

1868 Claiborn Trussell L. J. Davies 

1869 R. R. Johnson - - - - G. W. Yarbrough 

1870 J. N. Myers - - - - P. M. Reyburn 

1871 J. N. Myers - - - - - - - - - - P. M. Reyburn 

1872 J. N. Myers - - - - - - F. A. Kimbett 

1873 Sanford Leak - F. F. Pierce 

1874 Sanford Leak - - - - - - - - - - - - - W. F. Cook. 

1875 J. Chambers - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - W. P. Pledger 

1876 F. F. Reynolds - W. P. Pl edger 

1877 F. F. Reynolds - - - - - - - - - s. P. Richardson 

1878 D. J. Weims - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - s. P. Richardson 
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Date Pastors Presiding Elders 

1879 D. J. Weims -  - - - - S. P. Richardson 

1880 

1881 

Bri tton 

Bei tton 

Sanders 
~. -' ,;" 

Sanders 
0' 

-
, 

- - - S. 

W. 

P. 

F. 

Richardson 

Glenn 

1882 o. C. oSimm9ns -  - - - W. F. Glenn 

1883 S. H. Braswell - - - - - - - J. R. Mason 

1884 S. H. Braswell W. D. Anderson 

1885 S. H. Braswell - - - W. D. Anderson 

1886 F. R. Smith - - - W. D. Anderson 

1887" F. 0 R. Smith - - - - - - - - - - W. F. Glenn 

188871: - J. M. Sewell - - - - - W. F. Glenn 

1889 J. M. Sewell - - - - - - - W. F. Glenn 

1890 S. R. Belk - W. F. Glenn 

1891 M. S. Williams W. P. Lovejoy 

1892 M. S. Williams W. P. Lovejoy 

1893 M. S. Williams - - - - - - - - J. T. Gibson 

1894 J. L. Curtiss - - - ... - A• W. Williams 

1895 F1 etcher Walton - - - - - - - - - A. W. Wi 11 i ams 

1896 Fletcher Walton - - - - A. W. Williams 

189i F1 etcher Walton--_.: - - - - M. J .. Cofer -

1898 Fl~tcher Walton - - - - M. J. Cofer 

1899 C. M. Verdell - - T. J. Christian 

1900 D. M. Edwards - - - - T. J. Christian 

1901 D. M. Edwards W. F. Glenn 

1902 M. S. Williams W. F. Glenn 

1903 H. S. Williams - --: . W. F. Glenn 

1904 

1905 

1906 

M. S. Williams 
Loy 'Wa rwi ck Asst. 
M. s. Wi 11 i ams - -
Loy Warwick Asst. 
M. S. Williams - - -

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

- -

-

-

-

-

-

S. 

S. 

s. 

B. Ledbetter 

B. Ledbetter 

B. Ledbetter 
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Date Pastors Presiding Elder 

1907 T. M. Ell i ott - - - - - s. B. Ledbetter 

1908 T. M. Ell i ott - - - - - John s. Jenkins 

1909 G. P. B.raswell - - - - - - - - - John s. Jenkins 

1910 G. P. Braswell - - - - - - - - John s. Jenkins 

1911 G.' P. Braswell - - - - - - - - - - - - !. G. P. Braswell 

1912 G. P. Braswell - - - - J. H. Eakes 

1913 T. J. Owens - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - J. H. Eakes 

1914 G. P. Braswell - - - - - J. H. Eakes' 

1915 G. P. Braswell - - - - - - - - J. H. Eakes 

-
. 1916 J. A. Chandler - - - - - J. H. Eakes 

1917 Marvin Swi 11 i_ ng J. H. Eakes 

1918 Marvin Swilling - - - - - J. R. King 

-1919 J. w. Veatch - - - - - - J. R. King 

1920 J. w. Veatch - - - - - - - J. R. King 

1921 J. w. Veatch - - - - - J. R. King 

1922 A. E. Silvey - - - - - - --  - - - w. T. Irvine 

1923 A. Eo Silvey - - - - - - w. T. Irwine 

1924 T. P. Dean - - - - - - - w. T. Irwine 

1925 G. w. Hamilton - - - - - - w. T. Irwine 

1926 G. w. Hamilton - - - - - - - - - - w. T. Irwine 

1927 J. H. Maxwell - w. T. Irwine 

1928 G. B. Henderson - - - - w. B. Erwi n 

1929 G. B. Henderson G. L. King 

1930 G. B. Henderson - G. L. King 

1931 G. w. Davis G. L. King 

1932 R. w. Green - - - - - J. w. o. McKibben 

1933 R. w. Green - - - - J. W o. McKibben 

1934 R. w. Green - - - - - - - - - - J. w. o. McKibben 
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Date. Pastors .' Presiding Elder 

1935 A. E. Barton --- v- - J. W. O. McKibben 

1936 A. E. Barton - - - - - - - - - - - - J. W. O. McKibben 

1937 J.,K .. Kelly Harvey C. Holland 
~ _- v.'. : 

1938 J. K. Kelly - -  Harvey C. Holland 

1939 'J. K. Kelly - - - - - - - - Harvey C. Holland' 

1940 T. N. Noble Harvey C. Holland 

1941 A. C. Cleveland - - Harvey C. Holland 

1942 A. C. Cleveland - - - W. H. LaPrade 

1943 R. C. Owen": - -- - - - - - - - - - -We H. LaPrade 

1944 - - W. H. LaPrade 

1945 Arthur Maness B. Frank Pim 

1946 Wallace Z. Wiggins - - - - - B. Frank Pim 

1947 Wallace Z. Wiggins - - - - - B. Frank Pim 

1948 Wallace Z. Wiggins - - - - - Wills M. Jones 

1949 Gilbert Ramsey - - - - - - - - Wills M. Jones 

1950 B. H. Berrier - Wills M. Jones 

1951 .Albert Savage Delma L. Haygood 

1952 John Minter - Delma L. Haygood 

1953 Henry N. Thomas - De 1ma L. Haygood 

1954 W. E. Jarboe - - - - - Delma L. Haygood 

1955 W. E. Jarboe - - - - - J. Hamby Barton 

1956 W. E. Jarboe - - - - - J. Hamby Barton 

1957 R. H. Broom - - - - - J. Hamby Barton 

1958 R. H. Broom - J. Hamby Barton 

1959 R. H. Broom - J. Hamby Barton 

1960 Charles Bar~es - - - -  J .. Hamby Barton 
Charles Thomas, Asst. 

1961 Charles Barnes - - -  J. Parks Segers 
Charles Thomas, Asst. 

1962 Harvie E. Bickers - - - - - - - -  J. Parks Segers 
Charles Thomas~ Asst. 
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Date 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1975 

1976 . 

1977 

Pastors Presiding Elder 

Harvie E. Bickers  J. Parks Segers 
Charles Thomas, Asst. 
Paul Bone - - - - - ~.  J. Parks Segers 
Harvie E. Bickers, Asst. 
Paul ~Bone ~,- - - - - - - -  - J. Parks Segers 
Harvie E. Bickers, Asst. 
Paul Bone - - - - - - - - - -  Dumas B. She11nutt 
Harvie E. Bickers, Asst. 
Jerry Wilson ~ - - - - - - - - - - - -  Dumas B. She1lnutt 
Harvie E. Bickers, Asst. 
Jack S. Smith - - - - - - - - - - - -  Dumas B. She11nutt 
Harvie E. Bickers, Asst. 
Charles Stephens - Dumas B~ She11nutt 
Harvie E. Bickers, Asst. 
Charles Stephens - Mari on Sherri 1.1 
Harvie E. Bickers, Asst. 
Ross Tipps - - - - Marion Sherrill 
Harvie E. Bickers, Asst. 
Hoyt Johnson - - - - - - - - - -  Mari on Sherri 11 
Harvie E. Bickers, Asst. -~ 
Ted Lankford - - - - - - - -  Marion Sherrill 
Clarence Rainey 'Til Oct. Howard Hancock 
Ted Lankford _.- - - - - Marion Sherrill 
Ray Rampy, Asst. 
Dennis Baker - - - - -  J-lubert F1 ani gan 
Ray Rampy, Asst. 
Joseph Watson - - Hubert F1 ani gan 
Ray Rampy, Asst. 
Joseph Watson Hubert F1 ani gan 
Henry Knight, Asst. 
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Recorded Marriages in the,Wesley Chapel Church Register, By Whom and Date. 

Name By	 Whom Married Date 
... ~ ~. >.: , 

L. R• Powell 
- - - - Rev. S. H. Braswell, M.C. - - Nov. 8, 1883 

May Hancock 

John	 Lovelady 
Rev. S. H. Braswell, M.C. Nov. 1.2, 1884 

Willie A. Snugs 

Wi11i~m D. Norton 
~ - - - - - - Rev. S. H. Braswell, M.C. - - - - - Nov. 20, 1884 

M. Josie Green 

Davie E. Griffin.-_ 
- - - - Rev. William Brooks, M.C. - - - - - Dec. 28, 1884 

Tinsley L. Walker 

Thomas A~ Hendricks 
- - - - Rev. S. H~ Braswell, M.C. - - - - - Jan. 29, 1885 

Mattie L. Aberchrombia 

Sam J. Barnes 
- - - - - - - - - - - Rev. S. H. Braswell, M.C. - - - - - March 8, 1885 

Lena Hawkins 

Joseph Lyle 
Rev. S. H. Braswell, M.C. - - - - - Nov. 5, 1885 

Almeda Karr 

Theodore	 Hawkins 
- - - - - - - - M. C. Turner, N. P. - - - - - - - - Sept. 5, 1886 

M. T. Barnes 

Henry	 R. Marchman 
- - - - - - - - - - - Rev. John F. -Bryce., M~C~ ---- - --- - < Dec. 9,- 1886 

Mary A. Winn 

C. M. Mahaffey 
- - - - - - - - - M. C. Turner, N.P. - - - - - - - - Dec. 8, 1887 

Ada Karr 

Henry R. Marchman 
- - - - - - - - Rev. J. M. Sewell, M.C. - - - - - - Jan. 31, 1889 

Bevie B. Moore 

Simon	 M. Green 
- - - - - - - - - Rev. John F. Bryce, M~ C~ -- Dec. 23, 1890 

Florence D. Smith 

C. B. Shi rah I 

- - - - - - - - - - - - V. R. Davis, J. P. - - - - - - - - - Jan. 17, 1892 
M. S. Kirk 
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Recorded Marriages in the Wesley Chapel Church Register, By Whom and Date 

Name By Whom Married Date 

Rufus M. Hix 
- ~-"-'. - - - - M. C. Turner, N.P. - . Feb. 21, 1892 

Frankie Causy 
.. 

" ,
B. Whit Causey 

- ~ - - - - -M. C. Turner, N.P. - - - - June 19, 1892 
Elizabeth Gazaway 

Irby Marchman 
- -Rev. W. J. Speairs, M. C. - - -Oct. 2, 1892 . 

Parthenia J. Shell 

John Rabun .; 

- -John M. Cobb, N.P. Nov. 11, 1893 
Georgi a A. Everett >~.' 

James M. Green 
V. R. Davi s, J. P. - -' Nov. 23, 1893' 

Luly Hayes 

H. W. Green 
- -, - M. C. Turner, J.P. Dec. 10, 1894 

Fanny J. Winn 
/" 

William E. Smith -. _..,. Rev. A. W. Williams, M.C. - Dec. 25, 1894' 
Matti e Griff; n ;

, , 

\. 

...... 
Dr. H. C. Cook 

Rev. Fletcher Walton, M.C. June 23, 1895 
Beulah Smith 

C. R. Griffin 
- -Rev. W. E. Tarpley, M.C. - -.-Sept. 15, 1895 

Bell Smith 

John Bradley 
- - - - - - B. J. Teal, N.P. - - - - -Jan. 26, 1898 

Amanda M. Hall 

Henry E. Smith 
Rev. Fletcher Walton, M.C. - - - - Dec. 26, 1899 

Lovella Camp 

John M. Norton 
Rev. F. Y. Golden, M.C. - - - - Dec. 26,1899 

EuTa M. Bryant 

Andrew M. Hannah 
J. R. Matthews, J.P. - - Sept. 2, 1900 

Fannie V. Stephens 
.. ',. 

~ " ' ~ 
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Recorded Marriages in the Wesley Chapel Church Register, By Whom and Date 

Name By Whom Harri ed Date 

Dr. e. A. Hart 
~ - .:.. .' : - Rev. T. P. Graham, M.e. - - - - - - - Oct. 6, 1901 

Be rtha Powe11 . 

John e. Norton 
- - - - - - - - - J. R. Matthews, J.P. - - - - - - - - Jan. 21, 1902 

Ida Willis 

Sam T. Haynes 
- - - - - - - J. R. Matthews, J.P. - - - - - - - - Mar. 2, 1902 

Melia Norton 

James A. White 
- - - - - - - - - - S. W. Strickland, N.P. - - - - - - - April 3, 1902 

Pearl Norton 

J. Harri s Davi s 
- - - John J. Kirby N.P. - - - - - - - - - June 15, 1902 

Mersha Matthews 

Frank Shaw .--------
~ - - - - - - - - - John J. Kirby N.P. - - - - - - - - - /'Aug. 10, 1902 

Estira Haynes 

Seaborn R. Matthews 
- - - - - - - - - - - - John J. Kirby J.P. - - - - - - - - - Jan. 18, 1903 

Addie Furr 

- - - - - - - - - Rev. W. B. Taylor, M.e. - - - - - - Mar. 2, 1919 
Ethel Hudgins 

Charles Lee 
- - - - Rev. W. B. Taylor, M.e. - - - - - - Jan. 20, 1921 

Evelyn Smith 

Rubin Golden 
- - - - - - - - - - - - Rev. J.H. Maxwell, M.C. - - - - -  July 17, 1927 

May Walker 

Leo Meek 
- - - - - - - - - - - - Rev. J.H.Maxwe11, M.e. - --  - - Dec. 25, 1927 

Lois Gray 

Henry Gallman 
- - - - - - - - - Rev. G. B. Henderson, M.e. - - - - - Feb. 8, 1931 

Ovie Gray 

J. P. Gray 
Rev. R. W. Green, M.e. - - - Date Unknown 

Inez McAdams 
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Recorded Marriages in the Wesley Chapel Church Register, By Whom and Date 

By Whom Married Date 

Thomas George Willis 
- - - ~""-- -: - - ~ev. Jerry John Miller, M.C. - - - - Oct. 13, 1967 

Barbara Faye McBrayer 

Martha Jane Golden 
- Rev. Harvie E. Bickers, M.C. - - - - Nov. 8, 1968 

William Franklin Sims 

Richard D. Bieszak 
- - - - - - - - - - - - Rev. Harvie E. Bickers, M.C. - - - - May 22. 1970 

Julia Yvonne Payne 

Curtis Raymond Golden 
Rev. Harvie E. Bickers, M.C. - - - - Nov. 10, 1972 

Flora Bell Brown 

Kenneth Boddie 
- - - - - - -Rev. John Lewis {amp - - - - - - - - June 5, 1976 

Connie Cole 

Bernarr Kincaid Rakestraw 
- - - - - - - - - Rev. Ted Lankford - - - - - - - - - Aug. 21, 1976 

Catherine Dianne Hannah 
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REGISTER OF BAPTISMS - Second Book 

Name Date Minister 

l. Anna M: Wright 1883 J. R. Mason 
~ ~ .f (, 

2. Lena Ha~kins 1884 s. H. Braswell 

3. Martha T. Johnson 1884 S. H. Braswell 

4. Mary A. Wynn 1884 s. H. Braswell 

5. Nellie v. Turner 1884 s. H. Braswell 

6. Samuel P. Johnson 1884 s. H. Braswell 

7. James M. Green 1884 -- ,So H. Braswell 

8. Thomas A. Hendricks 1884 s. H. Braswell 

9. Martha S.E.Tirrrnons 1885 s. H. Braswell 

10. Errrna C. Roggers 1885 s. H. Braswell 

11 Mattie Hendricks 1885 s. H. Braswell 

12. Mrs. Y. F. Smith 1888 J. F. Bryce 

13. Lelah Crowe 1888 J. F. Bryce 

14. Les 1i e Dewi tt Snuggs 1889 J. F. Bryce 

15. W. C. Aderhold 1890 s. R. Belk 

16. To W. Karr 1890 S. R. Belk 

17. Mary Hannah 1890 s. R. Belk 
,', 

18. L. J. Griffin 1890 s. R. Belk 

19. Lucy Griffin 1890 s. R. Belk 

,20. Ell a Karr 1890 s. R. Belk 

21 Mary Wynn 1890 s. R. Belk 

22. Katie Brooks 1890 s. R. Belk 

23. Louis Allen 1890 S. R. Belk 

24. James B. Camp 1890 S. R. Belk 

25. Joseph W. Karr 1890 s. R. Belk 

26. Allen Smith 1890 s. R. Belk 

27. Bell Smith 1890 s. R. Belk 
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REGISTER OF BAPTISMS - Second Book 

Name Date Minister 

28. Charli e L. Wynn 1890 S. R. Belk 

29. li zzi e 'Wynn !.\.. J ',;.. 1890 s. R. Belk ; 

.. 30. .Mary Karr 1890 s. R. Be'l k 

31 Franci s Wynn 1890 s. R. Be1k 

32. Ne 11 i e Shell 1890 s. R. Belk 

33· William W. Smith 1890 S. R. Belk 

34. Victory Smith 1890 S. R. Belk 

35. Howard V. Ki rk. 1890 s. R. Belk 

36. Joseph W. 'Turner 1890 s. R. Belk 

37. Rufus Smith 1890 s. R. Belk 

38. Mrs. Katie Brooks 1890 s. R. Belk 

39. Estania Haynes 1890 s. R. Belk 

40. s. P. Aberchrombia 1890 s. R. Belk 

41 Katie Adcock 1890 s. R. Belk 

42. Karr Everette 1890 s. R. Belk 

43. Walter W. Dri scol 1890 S. R. Belk 

44. Mary E. Kirk 1890 s. R. Belk 

45. Lizzie L. Camp 1890 s. R. Belk 

46. William Hannah 1890 s. ~. Belk 

47. Julia A. Ki rk 1890 S. R. Belk 

48. Robert Hannah 1890 S. R. Belk 

49. J. B. Kirk 1890 S. R. Belk 

50. Gertrude Rabun 1890 S. R. Belk 

51 Margret S. Kirk 1890 S. R. Belk 

52. Rufus w. Kirk 1890 S. R. Belk 

53 .. Margret V. Kirk 1890 S. R. Belk 

54. James Roberts 1890 S. R. Be1k 

55. R. B. Shell 1890 ,S. R. Belk 
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REGISTER OF BAPTISMS - Second Book 

Name Date Minister 

56. Nally Chambers 1890 s. R. Belk 

57. Alma Eo Shell 
~ ~ ~;. 

1890 s. R. Belk .' 
58. John Carter 1890 s. R. Belk 

59. Matilda Roberts 1890 s. R. Belk 

60. David E. Griffin 1890 s. R. Belk 

6l. Thomas J. Kirk 1890 s. R. Belk 

62. Will; e Green 1895 Fletcher Walters 
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~.' .. 'J 

REGISTER OF INFANT BAPTISMS 

" 

Name 

Anna M. Wright 

Leslie D. Snuggs 

Scott Lary Turner Mr. 

Parents 

& Mrs.Larry M. 

By Whom Baptized 

J. R. Mayson 

J. F. Bryce 

Turner Harvie E. Bickers 

Date· 

Mar. 8, 1883 

Apr. 7, 1889 

July 4, 1971 



16Deaths and Disposals Register of Second Book 

Name Date Manner Name Date Manner 

G. W. Hancock 1884 C; r. Nancy E. Timmons 1885 Cir. 

Francis C. Green 1884 Ci r. Mary A. F. Timmons 1885 C;r. 

Sallie Karr 1885 
~' -' ,;.. 

Cir. 
.~ ~ 

Elizabeth H. Timmons 1885 Cir. 

Low C. Hancock 1884 Ci r. Benson' E. Timmons 1885 Cir. 

E. J. Adcock l883 Ci r.' Jackson Z.C. Timmons 1885 ~ Ci r.' 

May Hancock 1883 Cir. M. J. C. Timmons 1885 Ci r. 

Sarah Hancock 1884Cir. Elizabeth ~.. Timmons 1885 Ci r. 

V.E. Snugs 1884 ci r. Martha S.E.Timmons 1885 Cir. 

Mary Moore 1885 ' Ci r. Lucy A. Green 1885 Death 
I 

Mary E. Green 1884 Ci r. A. A. Karr ! 1886 Death 

Nancy J. Mattox 1883 Cir. Mattie A. Bowdon 1886 Ci r. 

Anna E. Pricket 1883 C;r. Wil1;s Barnes 1887 Cir. 
t;: "r 

Gus Pricket 1883 -i'.$ C·('" lr. Di cy A~ Barnes 1887 Cir. 
,. 

T. H. Peek 1884 ""''''''-. feJr.. Lelah Crow 1887 Cir. 

M. M. Thomas 1883 ,'.., '1 .• •r i ri. G. W. Camp 1887 Ci r. 
& . 

D. Y. Karr 1884 Cir. C. E. Cole 1886 Ci r. 

J. Eo Hancock 1884 Cir. Louisa Evans 1887 Ci r. 

T. A. Snugs 1884 Cir. Willie lovelady 1887 Cir. 

D. E. Green 1884 Cir. T. J. Moore 1888 Death 

Martha -Col e 1885 Cir. J. J. -Mi 1-1 er- - -- 18?8 --, - Ci r. 

John Cole. 1885 Cir. N. J. Miller 1888 Ci r. 

Samuel P. Johnson 1885 Ci r. W. D. Norton 1886 Ci r. 

Martha T. Johnson 1885 Cir. J. W. Norton 1886 Ci r. 

D. L. Wri ght 1885 Cir. M. J. Norton 1886 Ci r. 

Laura A. Wright 1885 Cir. E. R. Norton 1886 Ci r. 

Virginia l.Wright 1885 Cir. W. A. Snuggs' 1887 Cir. 

Mary C. Wright 1885 Cir. lucy A. Snuggs 1887 Cir .• 

L. V. A. Wright 1885 Cir. J. R. Whitfield 1887 Cir. 

M. H. Wright 1885 Cir. Mary A. Marchman 1888 Death 

H. N. Tirrmons 1885 Cir. lovelah E. Tibet 1888 ? ? 



Name 

Register 

Date 

of Deaths 

How 

and Disposals of Second Roll 

Name 

Book 

Date 

, ~17 ., ) 

How 

Eo 

M. 

Y. 

F. 

H. Mahaffy 

Hawkins 

1889 

1889 

Cir. 

Cir. 

Martha L. Kenedy 

James A. Roberts 

1892 

1892' 

Death 

C; r. 

W. A. 

Jos'i e 

Snuggs 

Norton 

1890' 

1890 

r., Cir. 

Cir. 

Matil da Eo Roberts 

Alma E. Shell 

1892 

1892 

Ci r. 

Ci r. 

lucy A. Snuggs 

E. R. Snuggs 

H. V. Kirk 

1890 

1890 

1890 

Ci r. 

Cir. 

Cir. 

W. H. Smith 

Victoria Smith 

Dock Norton 

1892 

1892 

1892 

Ci r. 

Cir. 

Cir. 

Mary K. Kirk 

Margret V. Kirk 

lu1a A. Kirk 

1890 

1890 
-

1890 

Cir. 

Ci r.' 

Cir. 

S. A. Meek 

J. R. Meek 

Y. F. Meek 

1892 

1892 

1892 

Ci r. 

Ci r. 

Cir. 

Rufus M. Kirk 1890 Cir. C. B. Meek 1892 Cir. 

Thomas J. Kirk 1890 Ci r~ H. N. Meek 1892 Cir. 

J. R. Whitfield 

C. M. Mahaffy 

Penina Moore 

lonira Evans 

1890 

1890 

1890 

1890 

Cir. 
,.'.., Ci r. ,.
• Cir. 

Cir. 

o. J. Meek 

FranKie Hicks 

_Henry R. Marchan 

Georgia Rabun 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

Cir. 

Death 

Ci r. 

Cir. 

Walter W. Driscoll 1891 Cir. Cora Everett 1895 Ci r. 

S. M. Green 1891 Cir. 

W. L. Freeman 1891 eire 

Gertrude Rabun 1891 Cir. 

Nalley Chambers 1891 Cir. 

Flowrence D. Green 1891 Cir. 

Katie Adcock 1891 Cir. 

B. H. Johnson 

Agusta'Matthews 

1..!..!cy Griffin 

John Carter 

C. H. Gibson 

1891 

1891 

1891 

.1892 

1892 

Cir. 

Ci r. 

Death 

Ci r. 

Cir. 

Mrs. c. H. Gibson 1892 Cir. 



----

18First Roll - Second Book 
'1
 

There being about six different revisions of the earliest available Register of Members 

of the Wesley Chapel Church, (two only started) the Author has decided from his search 

of all available material that this is the first that was transcribed to this Register. 

The Quarterly Conferehc~~gave 'this old Book to the Turner Family on condition they 

would buy the new book, which they did. Then Miss Lizzie gave it to Hugh Dorsey Hannah 

the only man that is a.descendant of the charter members (Documented). We know of Charter 

Members who are not on the pr~esent R~ll .thati s avai 1able. I have added the. Trustees 

to the list 1854, whose names are on the original deed. Also the wife of Rev. Thomas 

Turner who died in 1854 and was th~ first one buried here. His widow diedln 1861 

·and does not appear on any roll. The known Charter Members name ;s followed by (C-M). 

1. Thomas Turner C-M 20. D. Y. Karr 

2. Asbury Coke Arnold C-M 21. W. M. Thomas 

3. James R. Turner C-M 22~ Joseph Wynn 

4. Isaih Tolbert C-M 23. J. J. Miller 
) 

5. L. H. Davi s C-M 24. G. W. Camp 

6. Richard Hannah C-M 25. J. W. Norton 

7. M. C. Turner C-M 26. John Pool 

8. Lourriney TurRer C~M 27. E. T. Camp 

9. William A. Snug~s 28. T. H. Peek 

10. Joseph R. Green 29. Gus Pricket 

11. G. W~ Hancock 30. Anna E.Procket 

12. D. E. Green 31. A. A. Karr 

13. D. L. Wright 32. M. J. Turner 

14. T. A. Snuggs 33. Nancy J. Mattox 

15. C. M. Mahaffey 34. Penina Moor 

16. E. Y. Mahaffey 35. M. C. .Camp 

17. Henry Marchman 36. Mary A. Turner' 

18. C. E. Cole 37. Lucy A. Green 

19. J. E. Hancock 38. MarriahBarnes 

39. Nancy Wynn 

40. Virainia Wriaht 
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First Revision 

4l. Elizabeth Hannah 

42. Lucy Snuggs 

43. Sarah J. Green 

.~. -" ,;,44. Mary E. Green 

45. Mary C. Wright 

46. Louisa Evans 

47. 1. M. Turner 

48. M. T. Barnes Hawkins· 

49. S. v. A. Wright 

50. M. M. Wright 

5l. Wi 11 i e A. Snuggs Lovelady 

52. Laura A. Wright 

53. frances Powell 

54. Agusta Matthews 

55. f. J. Turner 

56. Martha Cole 

57. Mary Moore 

58. v. Eo Snuggs 

59. Lucy A. Whitfield 

60. R. J. Kirk 

61. Laura A. Kinney 

62. Sarah F. Hancock 

63. MaiHancock Powell 

64. E. J. Adcock 

65. Lenie C. Hancock 

66. w. D. Norton 

67. Tinsley L. Walker Griffin 

68. Sallie Karr 

69. Franci s C. Green 

70. Matilda J. Green Norton 

71. E. E. Karr 

. J 2. - N. J. Mi 11 er 

73. M. E. Tolbert Miller 

74. E. R. Norton 

75. Elizabeth Camp 

76. Celie P. Smith 

77. Lena Hawkins 

78. Martha T. Johnson 

79. Nellie V. Turner 

80. Mary A. Wynn 

81. Lula J. Hannah 



This seems to be the last Revision of (Book 2) the earliest 20avail ab 1e. 
1. Mary A. Turner 31. G. Buford Moore 

2. Marcus C. Turner 32. Richard P. Roberts 
. 

3. Richard Hannah 33. Mary L. Roberts 

4. Mari a Barnes 34. Sallie A. SmithI -' •.. ':.. , : 

5. IsabellaM. T~rner 35~ Georgia Everett 

6. Joseph Wynn 36. Josep~ W. Karr 

7. Nancy Wynn 37. Ella E. Karr I' 
!' 

8. Joseph R. Green 38. S. Jackson Griffin 

9. Sarah J.Wynn 39. David E.Griffin 

10. Elizabeth Hannah 40. Charles l. Wynn 

11. Francis J. Turner 41. Mary E. Wynn 

12. Tinsey Griffin 42. Mary B. Karr 

13. M. Joshephine Norton 43. Fannie J. Wynn Green 

14. Henry Marchman 44. Bulah H. Smith Cook 

15. E. Thomas Camp 45. Bell E. Smith Griffin 

16. Minerva C. Camp 46. Allen R. Smith 

17. Mary I. Turner 47. Rufus B. Smith 

18. John T. Smith 48. Joseph W. Turner 

19. H. Martin Smith 49. Robert Hannah 

20. Cel i a P. Smi th 50. J. Bennie Camp 

21. Lena Barnes 51. Lovella Camp 

22. Thomas A. Hendricks 52. Estonia Haynes 

23. James W. Green 53. Cora Everett 

24. Nellie V. Turner 54. Nellie Shell 

25. Lula J. Hannah 55. John M. Norton 

26. Mattie L. Hendrick~ 56. Mary E. Norton 

27. Henry E. Smith 57. Octavia Norton 

28. William E. Smith 58. Melia Norton 
29. Edwin L. Camp 59. Ella Sheats 

30. William H. Camp 60. Low Norton 



21 Last Revision of oldest book 

- 61. Joseph W. Whitfield 91. W.H. Brooks 

62. Ella W. Whitfield 92. Bethenia Hall
 

63;· Nancy A. Causey 93. Andrew Hall
 

64. B. Whit Caus~y _ 94. John F. Hall 
...., •• - ',J 0". : 

65.- PartheniaJ. Marchman 95. Amanda M. Hall Bradley 

66. John M. Benily 96. Rober~ B. Matthews 

67. Eliza J. Bently 97. Bertha Matthews' 

68. J. Albert Shell 98. John~. Brooks 

69. Mary E. Tolbert 99. Mattie L. Griffin 

70. Bennie P. Sh~rley_ 100. Bertha Powell 

71. James M. Green 101. James M. Carroll 

72. Mary E. Green 102. Laura J. Carroll 

73. Griffi n B. She11 103. Oliver B. Carroll 

74. Sallie E. Freeman 104. Sarah E. Carroll 

75. Wi 11 i e L. Freeman 105. Perry C. Carroll 

76. Nannie F. Rabum 106. Otis O. Carroll 

77. Gertrude Rabum 107. Vida Camp 

78. 'Heneretta M. Shell 108. Beatric N. Griffin 

79. Robert L. Shell 109. N. Lizzie Turner 

80. Warner O. Turner 110. ,oJ. Warner Smith 

81. Hillyer Smith 111. Harry L. Smith 

112. Andrew C. Hall82. Furman D. Smith 
113. lucy M. Matthews 

83. Julia H. Folsom 
114. Annie Brooks 

84. Margret ~hirah 115. Mattie Brooks 

116. Benjamin H. Johnson85. Cora T. Green 
117. Frances White

86. Mattie C. Smith 
118. Jame? M. Bolton 

87. Willie Green 119. Marg Bolton 

120. F. M. Irwin88. Sallte A. Nally 
121. L. P. Irwin 

89. Katie L. Brooks 
122. Cora E. Evans 

Qn F1orence~. r.reen 
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This Revision was made in 1884 from First Book. 

1- Mary A. Turner 31- Agusta Matthews 

2. Mar:-cus C. Turner 32. Henry R. Marchman 

3. Richard Hannah 33. C. M. Mahaffey 
'<f\. of I~ . 

4. Mari ah Barnes 34. E. Y'. Mahaffey 

5. Isabelle M. Turner 35. Martha Cole 

6. Joseph Wynn 36. C. E. Cole 

7. Nancy Wynn 37. Mary Moore 

8. Lucy Green 38. Lucy 'Whitfield 

9. Joseph Green . 39. R. J. Kirk 

10. Sarah' Green 40. Lura A. Kinney 

11. wn li am A. Snuggs 41- J. 1:. Hancock 

12. lucy Snuggs 42. L J. Adcock 

13. G. W. Hancock 43. D. Y. Karr 

14. Sarah F. Hancock 44. W. M. Thomas 

'15. David E. Green 45. Tinsey Wa~ker Griffi n 

16. Mary Green 46. May HanGock Powell 

17. Virginia L. Wright 47. Lennie C. Hancock 

18. Ducan L. Wright 48. Sa 11 i e Karr 

19. Laura A. Wright 49. Franci s Green 

20. Mary C. G. Wright 50. Matil da Green Norton' 

21 • L. V. A. Wright 51- E. E. Karr 

22. M. M~ Wright 52. John J. Miller 

23 •. T. A. S~uggs 53. Nancy J. Mi 1.1 er 

24. V. Eo Snuggs 54. Mallie E. Tolbert 

25. Elizabeth ~annah 55. G. W. Camp, Sr. 

26. Frances J. 'Turner 56. EJizabeth Camp 

27. M. Barnes Hawkins 57. J. W. Norton 

28. Wi lli e Snuggs Lovelady 58. Wi 11 i am D. Norton 

29. Lonira Evans 59. John Pool 

30. Frances L. Powell 60. L T. Camp 



23Revision of 1884 
61. E. R. Nor ton 

62. M. C. Camp 

63. T. H. Peek 

64. Penina Moore 
'~... ,;.. 

65. A. A. Karr 

66. Mary~. Turner 

67. Nancy J. Mattox 

68. John Cole 

69. E. R. Snuggs 

70. Gus Pritchet 

71. H. Martin Smith-
72. Celia P. Smith 

73. Sam P. Johnson 

74. Martha J. Johnson 

75. Lena Hawkins Barnes 

76. Nancy Wynn Marchman 

77. Nellie V. Turner 

78. James M. Green 

79. Thomas A. Hendricks 

80. Simon M. Green 

81. John F. Smith 

82. George W. Camp, Jr. 

83. Lu1a Hannah 

84. Joseph R. Whitfield 

85. H. N. Timmons 

86. Nancy E. Timmons 

87. Mary A. F. Timmons 

88. Elizabeth A. Timmons 

89. Benson E. Timmons 

90. Jackson Z. E. Timmons 

91. W. J. C. Timmons 

93. 

94. 

95. 

96. 

97. 

98. 

99. 

100. 

101. 

102. 

103. 

104. 

105. 

106. 

107. 

108. 

109. 

110. 

111. 

112. 

113. 

114. 

115. 

11 6. 

117. 

118. 

119. 
120. 

121. 

122. 

123. 

w. M. Thomas 

Willie Barnes 

Dicy A. Barnes 

Mattie A. Bowden 

Lula Crow 

Mattie L. Hendricks 

Emma Rogers 

Martha -So -E. Tinmons 

Jeff Moore 

Martha L. Kennedy 

Ducan L. Wright 

Laura A. Wright 

Mary C. G. Wright 

L.-- V. A. Wright 

M. M. Wright 

Henry E. Smith 

Florence Smith Green 

Lo1an Tibbets 

William E. Smith 

William H. Camp 

Edwin L. Camp 

G. Buford Moore 

Joe R. Whitfield 

Ella W. Wh i t fi e1d 

William A. Snuggs 

Lucy A. Snuggs 

Richard P. Roberts 
Mary L. Roberts 

Sally A. Smith 

Georgia Everette Rabun 

Josie Norton 

92. Elizabeth A. Timmons 12L- Josie Norton (Returned) 



24 Revision of 1884 

125. Sam A. Meek 

126. James R. Meek 

127. William F. Meek 

128. Carter B. Meek 

129. Hattie N. Meek 

130. Pansie J~ Meek 

131. Ben H. Johnson 

132. William F. Freeman 

133. C. H. Gi bson 

134. Mrs. C. H. Gibson 

135. Lucy Gri ffi n 

136. S. Jack Griffin 

137. Bulah Smith Cook 

138. W. C. Aderhold 

139. Joseph W. Karr 

140. Ell a E. Karr 

141 • Mary Hannah 

142. Mary E. Wynn 

143. Katie L. Brooks 

144. Lewis M. Allen 

145. James B. Camp' 

146. George W. Camp 

147. Allen R. Smith 

148. Bell -Smith Griffin 

149. Charles L. Wynn 

150. Mary B. Karr 

151. Franci s Wynn Green 

152. William H. Smith 

153. Nellie S. Shell 

154. Victoria Smith 

155. 

156. 

157. 

158. 

159. 

160. 

161. 

162. 

163. 

164. 

165. 

166. 

167. 

168. 

169. 

170. 

171. 

172. 

173. 

174. 

175. 

176. 

177. 

178. 

179. 

180. 

181. 

182. 

183. 

184. 

Howard V. Kirk 

Joseph W. Turner 

Rufus B. Smith 

Estania Haynes Shaw 

S. P. Aberchrombia 

Katie Adcock 

Cora Everette 

W. Walter Driscol 

Mary C. Kirk 

Love11a Camp Smith 

William Hannah 

Julia A. Kirk 

Jessie B. Kirk 

Robert Hannah 

Gertrude Rabun 

Margret V. Kirk 

Rufus W. Kirk 

Margret Kirk Shirah 

~ames A. Roberts 

Matilda E~ Roberts 

Rufus B. Shell 

Alma E. Shell 

Mallie Chambers 

John Carter 

David E. Griffin 

Thomas J. Kirk 

JohnM. Norton 

Mary E. Norton 

Oct ana Norton 

Melia Norton Haynes 
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185. 

186. 

r 187. 

188. 

189. 

190. 

191. 

192. 

193. 

194. 

195. 

196. 

197. 

198. 

199. 

200. 

201. 

203. 

204. 

205. 

206. 

207. 

208. 

209. 

210. 

211. 

212. 

213. 

214. 

215. 

216. 

Revision of 1884 

Ella Sheets 

Dock Norton 

Law Norton 

Franci s Norton 

Joseph W.Whitfield 

Ella W. Whitfield 

Josephine Austin 

Virginia Austin 

Nancy A. Causey 

B. Whip Causey 

Parthenia Shell Marchman 

JohnM. Bently 

Eliza J. Bentley 

John V. Hart 

James A. Shell 

Mary E. Tolbert 

Benny P. Shirley 

James M. Green 

Mary E.Green 

Griffin B. Shell 

Sally E. Freeman 

Willie F. Freeman 

Nannie F. Rabun 

Gertrude Rabun 

Heneretta M. Shell 

Robert l. Shell 

Warner O. Turner 

Hi 11 yer Smi th 

Furman D. Smith 

Florence D. Green 

Julia A. Fo1some 

217~ 

218. 

219. 

220. 

221. 

222. 

223. 

224. 

225. 

226. 

227. 

228. 

229. 

230. 

231. 

232. 

233. 

234. 

235. 

236. 

237. 

238. 

239. 

240. 

241. 

242. 

243. 

244. 

245. 

246. 

247. 

Ora T. Green 

Mattie C. Smith 

Willie Green 

Sall i e A. Nall y 

Berthenia Hall 

Andrew J. Hall. 

John T. Hall 

Amanda Hall Bradley 

Robert B. Matthews 

Bersha Matthews 

Mattie L. Griffin 

John F. Brooks 

Bertha Powell Hart 

James M. Carroll 

Laura J. Carroll 

Sarah E. Carroll 

Perry C. Carroll 

Otis O. Camp 

Vida Camp 

Beatric Griffin 

N. Lizzie Turner 

J. Warren Smith 

Harry L. Smith 

Andrew C. Hall 

Lucy M. Matthews 

Annie Brooks 

,Matt i e Brooks 

Benjamin J. Johnson 

James M. Bol ton 

Mary Bolton 

F. M. Irwin 



Revision of 1884 26 

248. L. P. Irwin 

249. Cora E. Evans 

250. Francis White 

251. H. A. Stephens 
~ .. ~ 

252. Margret Stephens 

253. Nancy.M. Hembree 

254. W. A. Wassaman 

255. James Stephens 

256. George R. Hembree 

257. Grover C. Smith 

258. Claud t. Smith 

259. Gennella Suddeth 

260. William Morgan 

261. Joseph W. Smith 

262. Frank B. Norton 

263. Edgar H. Garrett 

264. Effie Norton White 

265. Maud Smith 

266. Francis Stephens Hannah 

267. William A. Stephens 

268. Daisy Jewel_No~ton--_~ 

269. W. A. Hannah 

270. Eula Norton 

271. Leroy Bryan 

272. William A. Taylor 

273. 

274. 

275L 

276. 

277. 

278. 

279. 

280. 

281. 

282. 

283. 

284. 

285. 

286. 

287. 

288. 

289. 

Mary E. Taylor 

Joseph W. Taylor 

Walter B. Taylor 

Esther Taylor 

Seabon R. Matthews 

Cora A. Smith 

Ellen Tolbert 

Gideon Hudgins 

Adella Vaughn 

George W. Vaughn 

Frank Vaughn 

Margret Vaughn 

Gertrude Vaughn 

lda Willis 

Lula Hall 

Mary B. Easterwood 

William H. Camp 

The first Register at the organization of Wesley Chapel in 1854 was used until 

1884. The above names are as they appeared on tha.t revision barring any errors. 

They continue on until 1902. I did not try to bring the dates and disposals on 

this list as there are so many missing from careless keeping of the Register. 

H.B. 
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This Revision was dated 1891 and in alphabetical order for 75 names. 

1. Willie Barnes 30. A. A. Karr 

2. Dicy A. Barnes 31. E. E. Karr 

3. Mallie A. Bowdan ,~ 32. Willie E. Lovelady 

4. Mariah Barnes 33. T. J. Moore 

5. M. T. Barnes 34. C. M. Mahaffy 

6. Louel1ah Crow 35. E. Y. H. Mahaffy 

7. Martha Cole 36. Henry Marchman 

8. c. E. Cole 37. J. J. Miller 

9. G. w. Camp 38. Penina Moore 
.

10. E. T. Camp 39. Agusta Matthews 

11. M. C. Camp 40. N. J. Mi 11 er 

12. Elizabeth Camp 41. J. W. Norton 

13. George w. Camp 42. w. D. Norton 

14. John Cole 43. Matilda J. Norton 

15. Loui se ,Evans 44. E. R. Norton 
,~.....~.-

16. J. R. Green 45. F. L. Powell 

17. Lucy A. Green 46. Errma C. Rogers 

18. Sarah J. Green 47. w. A. Snuggs 

19. James M. Green 48. Lucy A. Snuggs 

20. Simeon M. Green 49. E. R. Snuggs 

21. Richard Hannah 50. Celia T. Smith 

22. Elizabeth Hannah 51. John F. Smith 

23. Lulah Hannah 52. Henry M. Smith 

24. Thomas A. Hendricks 53. M. 1. Turner 

25. Lena Hawkins Barns 54. M. C. Turner 

26. Mattie L. Hendricks 55. N.J.'Turner 

27. Martin T. Johnson 56. Mary A. Turner 

28. Samuel P. Johnson 57. 1. M. Turner 

29. Martha L. Kenedy 58. F. J. Turner 



1891 Revision .0"",: 

28 

59. Nell i e V. Turner 88. Mary D. Roberts 

60. M. E. Tolbert . , 89., R. P. 'Robert 5 
I 

61. W. N. Timnons "	 90. E. W. Whitfield 
~ "-" ,~ : 

62. Nancy E. Tirrrnons 
"	 , 91. S. A. ,Smith ..r , 

63. Mary A. F. Tirrrnons	 92. l. A.Whitfield 
, 

64. Elizabeth H. Tirrmons	 93. Georgia Everett 

65. Benson E. Tirrmons	 94. Josie Norton 

66. Jackson C. Tirrinons	 95. Bulah H. Smith 

67. W. J. c. Tirrrnons	 i '. 96. w. l. ,Freeman 
. 

68. Elizabeth A. Tirrrnons' ': 
,	 

' , 

97. W. C. Aderhold . " 

69. Martha L. E. Thrmons 
...	 ",' 98. Buy H• Johnson 
, " 

70. D. l. Wright C 99. c. W. Gibson 

71- laura A. Wright 100, J. W. Karr 

72. Virginia l. Wright	 10l. s. T. Griffin 
" 

73. Mary c. Wright	 
, ' 

102. Mary Hannah 
.. 
.. 

"",' I74.	 L. V. A. Wright " 103. Lucy Griffin 

.; , "" 75. M. M. Wri ght .	 ·104. Ella Karr· 

' '76. J. R. Whitfield	 . 105. Mary Wynn 
.\ 

77.	 Tinsley L. ~Jal ker 106. Katie Brooks 
~ 

. . . . . , . .
.. 

~ 

78. Joseph Wynn	 107. Louis A11 en 

79. Nancy Wynn	 108. Frances B. Camp 
,eO. Mary A. Marchman 109. GeorgeW. Karr 

81- H. E. Smith 11 O. Allen R. Smith 

82. W. H. Camp	 lll. Bill Smith 

83. E. L. Camp	 112. Charlie L. Wynn
• i 
': . 

84. G. B. Moore	 113. Li,z..zie Wynn 

85. Loula Tolbert	 114. Mary Karr 

86. Fl orence Dale Smith	 11 5. Fannie J • Wynn
• ' ~. I , 

. ,). I" • , 
.~"'. :. '. .;.87. N. W. Smith ' .	 116. Ne 1'; e She 11 



117. W. H: 'Smith 

118. Victor Smith 

119. Howard V. Kirk 

120. Joseph W. Turner~:"'';' 

121. 

122. 

" 

Rufus Smith 
, . 

Mrs. C. H. Gibson 

123. Estonia Haynes 

124. Susan .P. Abercrombia 

.125. Katie Adcock 

126. 

127. 

128. 

Cora Everette 

-Mattie W. DriscQl 

Mary Karr Kirk 

.. " 

••\J 

, : 

I 
" : 

, . 
" 

" . . .. 
" . 

129. Lizzie L. Camp 

130. W. Hannah 

131. 

132. 

133. 

~34. 

Julius A. Kirk 
. . 

Robert Hannah 

J~ B. Kirk 

G~rtrude Raiburn 

, .. . 
.! . 

:... ".. 

.. ", 

. '. 
., ,. 

, . 

135. Margrette V. Kirk 

136. Rufus W. Kirk . .. ..~ 

: . .... 

137. Margret S. Kirk 

138. James Roberts 

139. R. B. Shell 

140. Albert Shell 

141. Nally Chambers 

142. ·John Carter 

143. Matilda Roberts 

144. 

145. 

D. Eo 

T. J. 

Griffin 

Kirk 
~,:', 

: . 

.~ .':' .' ~ 
. r,' .:. 
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Revision of About 1895 C-M means Charter Member 

1. Mary A. Turner C-M 30. William H. Camp 

2. Marcus C. Turner C-M 3l. Edwin L. Camp 

3. Richard Hannah ;C-M 32. Ge~rge B. Moore 
:> 

", 
4. Maria Barnes 33. Wi 11 i am E. Smi th 

5. Joseph Wynn 34. Richard P. Roberts 

6. Nancy Wynn 35. Mary L. Roberts 

7. Elizabeth Hannah 36. Sarah A. Smith 

8. Joseph R. Green 37. Georgia Everett 

9. Sar,a J. Green 38. Bulah H. Smith 

10. Isabella Turner 39. Willi am C. Aderhold 

ll. Frances J. Turner '40. C. H. Gibson 

12. Tinsey Griffin 41 Mrs. C. H. Gibson 

13. Matilda J. Norton 42. Joseph W. Karr 

14. Henry R. Marchman 43. Ella E. Karr 

15. Edward T. Camp 44. Sanders J. Griffin 

16. Minerva C. Camp 45. Mary Hannah 

17. Mary 1. Turner 46. Mary -Eo Wynn 

18. Celia P. Smith 47. Katie Brooks 

19 • H. Martin Smith 48. Louis M. Allen 

. 20. Lena Barnes 49. James B. Camp 

21. Nellie v. Turner 50. George B. Karr 

22. John F. Smith 5l. Allen R. Smith 

23. Thomas A. Hendricks 52. Bell Smith 

24. James R. Green 53. Charles L. Wynn 

25. George W. Camp 54. Mary Eo Wynn 

26. Lula J. Hannah 55.' lvIary B. Karr 

27. Matt i e L. Hendricks 56. Fannie J. Wynn 

28. Martha L. Kenedy 57. Nell i e S. Shell 

29. Henry E. Smith 58. William H. Smith 
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Revision of About 1895 

59. Vi ctor i a Smi'th 

60. Joseph W. Turner 

6l. Rufus B. Smi th -" ,~ 

62. Estenia Haynes 

63. Susan Aberchrombia 

64. Cora Everett 

65. Lizzie L. Camp 

66. William Hannah 

67. Robert Hannah 

68. Jessie B. Kirk 

69. Rufus W. Kirk 

, , 

70. Margaret Kirk Shirah 

7l. James R. Roberts 

72. Matilda E. Roberts 

73. Rufus B. Shell 

74., A1 rna E. Shell 

75. John Carter 

76. David E. Griffin 

77. Samuel N. Meek 

78. James "R. Meek 

79. William F. Meek 

80. Carter B. Meek 

81. Hatt i e N. Meek 

82. Pansie J. Meek 

83. John M. Norton 

84. Mary E. Norton 

85. Octaria Norton 

86. Melia Norton 

87. Ella Sheats 

88. 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 

93. 

94. 

95. 

96. 

97. 

98. 

99. 

Joseph F. Whitfield 

Ella W. Whitfield 

Dock .Norton 

Low Norton 

Frances Norton 

Josephine Austin 

Nancy A. Causey 

Benjamin J. Causey 

Virginia Austin 

Franklin Hicks 

Parthenia T. Shell Marchman 

John M. Bently 

100.Ella J. Bentley 

101.John V. Hart 

102.James A. Shell 

103.Mary E. Tolbert 

104.Benjamin P. 'Shirley 

105.J.M.Green 

106.M.E.Green 

107. Gr-iffin·'-B. She·lr".: 

108. Sallie B. Freeman 

109. Willie Freeman 

110. Nannie F. Raburn 

111. Gertrude Raburn 
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1. Richard Hannah 

2. Isabella Turner 

3. Joseph Wynn 

4. Joseph Gree'n" .' : 
i.. 

5. Sarah Green 

6. Elizabeth Hannah 

7. Francis J. Turner 

8. Tinsely L. Griffin 

9. E. T. Camp 

10. M. C. Camp 

11. Mary I. Turner 

12. M. M. Smith 

13. Celia P. Smith 

14. Lena Barnes 

15. Nellie V. Turner 

16. Thomas A. Hendricks 

17. Mattie L. Hendricks 

18. John F. Smith 

19. Lula J. Hannah 

20. Henry E. Smith 

21. William E. Smith 

22. Edwin L. Camp 

23. Richard P. Roberts 

24~ Sallie A. Smith 

25. Joseph W. Karr 

26. J. B. Camp 

27. Joseph W. Turner 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

Robert Hannah 

David E. Griffin 

M. Josie Norton 

John M. Norton 

Octavia Norton 

Melia Haynes 

Ell a Sheats 

Joseph W. Whitfield 

Ella W. Whitfield 

Nancy A. Causey 

P. J. Marchman 

John M. Burtley 

Eliza J. Burtley 

Mary E. Tolbert 

Burney P. Shirley 

Furman D. Smith 

Florence D. Green 

Ora T. Green 

Mattie C. Smith 

Sally A. Smith 

Berthenia Hall 

Amanda M. Bradley 

Robert B. Matthews 

Bersha Matthews 

Mattie L. Griffin 

John F. Brooks 

Bertha Hart 

28•. Estina Shaw 58. Otis O. Camp. 

29. EllaB. Karr 59. Vida Camp 

30. Lovella Camp 60. Beatric N. Griffin 
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Revision of 1902 - ay Rev. M. S. Williams 

61. N. Lizzie Turner 

62. J. Warner Smith 

63. Harry L. Smith~~ >. : 

64. Andre~ c. Hall 

65. Lucy M. Matthews 

66. Annie Brooks 

67. Mattie Brooks 

68. Francis White 

69 • F. M. I rwi n 

70. L. P. Irwin 

71. H. A. Stephens 

72. Margret Stephens 

73. Nancy M. Hembree 

74. W. A. Wassaman 

75. James Stephens 

76. George R. Hembree 

77. Grover C. Smith 

78. Ctaud C. Smith 

79. Gene11a Suddeth 

80. William J. Morgan 

81. Joseph W. Smith 

82. Frank B. Norton 

83. Pearl White 

84. Maud Smi .th 

85. Fannie V. Hannah 

86. Jewel Norton 

87. William A. Stephens 

88. W. A. Hannah 

89. William A. Taylor 

90. Mary E. ~ay1or 

'91; ·Joseph W. Taylor 

92. Walter B. Taylor 

93. Esther Taylor 

94. Seabom R. Matthews 

95. Cora A. Irwin 

96. Ellen Tolbert 

97. Gideon Hudgins 

98. Ade11a Vaughn 

99. Frank G. Vaughn 

100.George G. Vaughn 

101.Gertrude Vaughn 

102.Margret Vaughn 

103.Ida Willis Norton 

104.Lula Hall 

105.Mary B. Easterwood 

106.Wi11iam H. Camp 

107.Grover C. Howell 

10B.M. T. Cross 

l09.W'11iam H. Cagle 

110.Amanda S. Cagle 

111.Rufus M. Hicks 

112.Mary Hix 

113. Harri 5 Davi s 
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~'.' . 
. ". '} 

I was asked to ~rite ,~his history by C'o~ference Offidals. I first hesitated; 

doubting my 1iterart"~8ilit'y~ as wel,;" as other qua1ifica~,ion's~'Th~n I realized 

they were the same excuses that made me hesitate when the physical call came for 

me to enter 
, 

the 
-

ministry at the age of fifty-five years. Then I remembered the 

words of Jesus: "And lo! 'I am wi th you a1ways ••• " I never entered the pul pi t 

without feeling His Presence and support. I also remembered how with tender 

hands and knowledge from Him, doctors, nurses and friends brought me from three 

years as a total invalid to where I could feed myself, and hobble about with , . 

crutches. My stiff: hands can slowly wr,ite so I can ~ead }t, and my>,i'ght fore

finger can type with thumb spacing' the words. 

So there all of my excuses were gone, and I .. took·up my pencil~andpage to'write 

of one of th~ churches organized by my great-great uncle Miles Wesley Arnold in 

1854. Then one hundred and seven years later I was appointed as pastor by Bishop 

John Owen Smith, and served them fot eleven years., I felt compelled to give up 

the Mi ni stry the fi rst Sunday-i n~January of 197J-and--i n-three weeks went -to bed, 

at age 67. , " 

.. " 

The History,ofW~sley Chapel United Metho~ist,Church, Villa Rica, Car,roll County, 

Georgia, began"thousimds of years ago in' places we do not know. Fi~st, when 
, , 

God said: "Let us make.man in our own image." Then years later when Jesus asked 
, ' 

Peter-: "Who do you say that I am?" Peter answered: "Thou' Art the Christ the Son 

of the l-iving -God." Jesus-told-Peten-"Upon-this-rock I will bUild my Chur-ch, 

and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." In 1'534 when King Henry the 

eighth of England declared himself as head of the Roman Catholic Church in his 

country to legalize divorce and then his marriage to Ann, Bolen, even though evil 

intentions, thus creating the Church of England, which mothered the Methodist 

'.:" . 
.: . . ~. :..' 

',' .. 
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movement that became The Methodist Church· years later. Next, in 1738 when John 

Wesley, a Minister in the Church felt his heart strangely warmed at Alders Gate. 
~~~ 

~ 

The next significant link in the chain of events came in the year eighteen hundred 

and six, at the Annual Conference of South Carolina, held at Sparta, Georgia, since 

all of Georgia was in the South Carolina Conference. So there in Hancock County 

William Thomas was ordained into the Traveling Ministry. (Please permit a digression 

here: He was my great-great grandfather, and father of Miles Wesley Arnold.) On 

October 19, 1829, a baby boy was placed in the arms of Billy's wife Sarah and was 

-named Miles Wesley. It seems that Miles Wesley ~nd three o~ his brothers were des

tined to car~on the work of their father for the Lord. He joined the Georgia Con

ference in 1852 and served untll 1894. Few couples have had more descendants 

serving in the Methodist Ministry than they have had. From the year Billy was or

dained in 1806 there has been from one to six each year. 

My mother was born only a short time after Billy's death. My grandmother knew him 

well, living all her life in the community where he lived most. of his adult life. He 

was well known for singing along at intervals as he preached.· He had a wonderful 

voice and as the sermons of his day were fr"om one to two hours long, it was said to 

be very refreshtngby those who heard him. = -Her fathe~;·Wile9 Whitl~~k Arnold, ~nd 

his three brothers were well known for their work in the ministry, and their ability 

to move people with their sermons and delivery. It was only fitting that my mother 

should name her firstborn son in memory of William Thomas Arnola. She went to her 

Heavenly home te~ years before I, her youngest child, eniered the ministry of her 

much loved Methodist Church as a "Circuit Rider", at the age of fifty-five years. 

Since I had only had two years of college work, I had to take sixty courses by 

correspondence to be ordained a Local Deacon in 1963, and a Local. Elder in 1965 by 

Bishop John Owen Smith. . . 
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Now it is time to begin at the very beginning of the real construction of the new 

church. It was in the year of 1854 enough"peop1~ had come from Putnam County, 

Georgia, who called themse"lves Methodist, with the ones from South Carolina and 
.~• .: I~ J': 

other places who wanted a church in their" new cOmmunity to:worship God. They de

cided on a place three and a half miles west of Villa Rica, on the old road to Van 

Wert which was the County seat of Paulding County. I was told that there was not even 

a Methodist Church in the village of Villa Rica. J. W. Wardlaw and Miles We"sley" Arnold 

were serving on the Carroll County Circuit. They held a brush a"rbor revival which was 

the actual beginning of the church they named Wesley Chapel. 

Miles Wesley Arnold's brother Asbury Coke Arnold as well as Bishop Candler's father 

also lived in the community. The Bishop was born there, however the house has burned 

in the last few years. They bought a plot of ground running West along the right of 

way of old Van Wert Road for one hundred yards West. The other three sides were one 

hundred yards each running East and West, and North and South containing a little 

over two acres. A copy of this deed will appear in the back of this history. The 

deed was made to Asbury Coke Arnold, James R. Turner, Thomas Turner, Isaiah Tolbert 

and L. H. Davis. The deed was signed by George M. Gladden, April 1854. Construction 

must have begun right soon after as it was ready to use the first of July. While the 

building was going on some of the workers walked outback of the building and Rev. 

Thomas Turner said II I would rather be buried Tight here than any place I know. 1I He 

and his brother James R. had been elected as local preachers already. William Turner 

son of James R. Turner had als~ been elected to the traveling ministry.· 

The building was ready to have services on the first Sunday in July and Rev. Thomas 

Turner was scheduled to bring the first message in the new building. He was taken 

sick and died on the first of July and his funeral was,the first service held in the 

new building. He was the firit one to be buried in the new cemetery where he wanted 

to be. It is reasonable to think his brother ·James filled the pulpit the first Sunday. 
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There is about thirty or forty years of almost darkness from the very beginning of the 

Church, so far as the available records are concerned. The first register of members 
r . 
4f\.. ~. OJ .' ~ 

~8S lost if there was one. The full roll was. not 
' 

transferred to the ne~ book when it was 

written. We must accept the first five trustees as members according to church law of 

t~~t day. Repeating again these were Asbury Coke Arnold, James R. Truner, Gaskin H. 

DOVlS, Tho~as Turner and Josiah Tolbert. None who moved their membership from Wesley 

Ch~pBl from the beginning of the church until 1881 are recorded except two or three 

who died. Some of the revisions of the Register do mention some as being charter 

members. To them we do need to add-by oral history Isaac Hannah, his wife, Jane Hannah 

~nd ~urine Turn~r who was the wife of Thomas Turner. Richard Hanna.h was a Charter 

~er~cr and was the last of them to die. Those who died in the dark years, only about 

t~ree of them are listed for some reason. I would think all of the charter members 

wives were also charter members. In that day most wives followed their husbands. 

I~ 1355 Rev. Claiborn Trussel came and serves Wesley Chapel as pastor for a year, then 

in 1868 he came back and served another year. In 1858 Miles Wesley Arnold, one of the 

co-founders carne back and served a year •.--Rev. Claibcxn !frusse-l-was called to his well 

.::arr.cd rest at Vi lla Ri ca at the age of 89 years. He had chosen the hallowed grounds 

of ~esley Chapel for his sleep until the resurrection morning shall dawn, and the dead 

in Christ shall arise. 

T:)<,; earliest available Register of members shows two coming into the church in 1855, 

one in 1856, one in 1863, one in 1865 and another in 1869. Then in the 1880's the book 

is GS silent again as the cemetery. Then we have the first of the Smiths. John F. 

~lli "f; 1681. His name appears on the delayed deed to the cemetery as one of the trustees. 

Xi~ist~rs came who were Willing to do their job and the records are better, but far from 

?iC:..r':ect. 

: was able to find the death dates and where the two co-founders are buried. James W. 

Wardla~ died in 1890 in Jasper County at the age of 12. Miles Wesley Arnold died at 

Xv~:oe, Georgia at the age of 65. 



42
 

One of the ministers who served during these years said it had had its ups and downs 

through the years, and he insinuated it had been mostly downs. However, there seemed 

to be a rise in membership in the 1880's. It seems that there was always a change of 
....... -" ,:,
 

pastors and Superintendents almost every year. ,In reading over and over again,r 

found my wife, Bessie C10nts'great-grandparents on the roll there. They were the 

Alexander P. a~d:Mary Green. I also found that there on the list another pair of 

great-grandparents of a former pastor, Rev. Charles R. Thomas. They were Joseph W. 

Whitfield and wife. So he is a descendant of a charter member, which was a Hannah. 

The Register of the Church Roll as for dates, is as quiet as the cemetery for years, 

until ministers came who were more concerned about keeping the book up to date as it 

should be kept and according to Church Law. But these were few and far between. In 

the 1880's and 1890's we find the first record of Smiths but it is possible that they 

were there before then. The first one we have records of is John F. Smith. He joined 

in 1881. His name appears as a trustee in 1889 on the deed to the cemetery. For 

forty to fifty years their name led all the rest, with the Nortons close behind them. 

One of Billy Arnold's daughters, Clarissa Cullens, who was born in Hancock County in 

the year of 1810 married Joseph Estes 1n 1830. They settled in Rome, Georgia and 

became very wealthy, owning much land in Floyd and Bartow Counties. When the slaves 

were freed and so~many ~l ost -a 11- of- thei r -property, great numbers of thei r -ki nsfol k 

who had settled in Carfo11 County moved to Floyd and Bartow Counties and rented land 

from Mr. Estes. This had a great "bearing on the membership of the Wesley Chapel 

Church. 

In the year 1890 Rev. S. R. Be1k, truly a great preacher, was assigned to Wesley 

Chapel as pastor. The community was made up of farmers with many tenants, so there 

was a great deal of moving, at the end of the year. It is quite noticeable how whole 

fami 1i es moved in and out at the same ti me. From the year of 1865 to.1882 there were 

only three dates entered with receptions, two in 1869 and one 1n 1880. For that 
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reason it would be almost an impossible task to enter the dates in this History. It 

would seem unfair to those who had not had dates put down in the book for them. I am 

sure that all who loved God are entered in the Book of Life. 

In 1890 there came what Rev. M. S. Williams truly called, liThe Great Revival" when 

between sixty and seventy souls were added to the Church. The most of them were on 

the profession of faith. It truly had a great effect on the membership. Rev. Belk 

must have had the Holy Spirit poured out on him in a great way, from the way he moved 

people. Surely he had the Grace, the ability and the power of speech from on High to 

bring the picture of the Gospel so clearly b~fore the people, and so vivid that they 

could see the great need for it in their 1He and their relations one with another. 

They were certainly ready to 'IFlee from the wrath to come." It is hard to determine 

why more is not done. It is only 'wishful thinking as to what would have happened at 

Wesley Chapel if he could have labored there for a longer time. It is sure that Wes

ley Chapel's loss was some other church's gain. It is hard to believe that a minister 

could go to a small church and accomplish what he did there. Brother Belk was laid to. 

rest from his labors in 1928. 

An article stated that money was subscribed and the larger new building erected 40'x60'. 

It was just that simple. That was-the way Rev. M. S. Williams, successor to Rev. S. R. 

Belk stated it. The highest compliment I can pay those people after having cut into the 

walls for some changes and found the quality of material that was used in its con

struction. The vestibule was twenty feet wide and twelve feet long in the front of the 

building, with a -massive -st~epl.e. - During the lean years--it fell into decay and was re

moved. ~esley Chapel had the plans drawn and after they got their building up, Pleasant 

Grove Protestant Methodist borrowed them and built a smaller church by them. James 

Lyle was the master carpenter. The weather boarding .wasof a novelty design, and tongue 

and groove~hich the author has never seen on another building. It was all of heart 

pine and sound as could be after nearly ninety years service. The ·floor is heart pine 

also :and one inch thick and five ·inches·wide. A Baptist church next borrowed the 



plans and built a church by them. Pleasant Grove is the only one that still has the 

bellfry and vestibule just as it was built in the beginning. The Author has never 

seen another steeple and bellfry that would compare in beauty and other proportion
.... 

mcnts with the plans Wesley Chapel had drawn. The amazing thing is the fact that the 

money was subscribed, the building erected and dedicated all in one year. Rev.Williams 

had Rev. Belk to come back and dedicate it. What a Christian he was. 

The Author, being an invalid, has not been able to go to the Archives and check on the 

number of its membership at any given time, how~ver, from the registers of members it 

1S doubtful if it ever exceeded one hundred and fifty at any time. But they had a zeal 

to do! For many years the whol.e Ci rcui t payments as well as members were 1i sted to

gether. Even in the years the Author was in the active ministry, money paid by some 

churches would be credited to other churches on the Circuit. I am thankful that we 

have a much more.consecrated statistician on the job for the last few years. 

That was one of the highest points in the history of the Wesley Chapel Church. The 

coming of the automobile made it possible for people to go to other churches out of 

their community, and to go to town to work; then many of them left the farm to work 

in the factories, where they moved after the boll weevil came and destroyed the cotton 

crop. It took many years to devel~p a completely new way of farming. New families 

had to grow up and fi 11 the voi d that had developed •. ~,~ ... 

It seems that one of t~e greatest. of the rural churches had become so money minded that 

the church officials decided to follow the Presbyterian Church and close the small ones 

that could not keep the money flowing into the Conference Treasury for them to use 1n 

the larger churches. Then they made it harder each four years for the local preachers 

who wanted to serve God because of love and charity, while making their living on 

other jobs and in other fields. Then too, we Were made to feel inferior or second 

class among God's workers by· some of the "Men of the Cloth" as they referred to them

selves, even though we never had to put our services on the money changers table. 
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The ceiling had been lowered two feet and one inch by four inch, furring had been 

nailed on the bottom of the new two inch by four inch joist, leaving a crawl space 

unly twenty inches wide, and you had to keep your body weight on the joist and furring 

or you would fall through to the floor. It took me twenty-three minutes to crawl from 

the front of the church to the back. Every trip would get ten feet shorter as 

worked my way towards the front with each row of lights. To sweeten the pot there 

were five swarms of bees in there at work with me. I had closed the vestibule with a 

partition, so I paired the lights, one to the switch from'~ach side so the church 

could be lighted in just about any manner one wanted to. As it happened that day, 

was working by myself, and I naturally wondered what would happen if I fell through 

the ceiling. As a usual thing I would be there only a few minutes before my friend 

Mr. Grover OIKelly would be there to help me. Even though he could not have climbed. 

it would have been nice knowing he was under me if the worst did happen. The bees 

kept me alert and the Lord looked after me as usual when I was working on His house. 

Mr. OIKelly was a good Presbyterian and Wesley Chapel was the closest church to him 

and his friends and neighbors cqme there, so he liked it too. 

The church was very happy with the job, especially the price, since another man 

donated the switch box and connections, and I donated the rest of it, fixtures and 

labor. I ·found some beautiful fixtures, but had to re-silver them. They really set 

the church off with a row on each side of the aisle, and one over the lectern. The 

lights were connected in pairs on each side with the one over the lectern and cross 

separately. 

A few years later a lady was telling me how she had always helped so much to keep 

up her mother's church. Then she said I gave a big donation on the wiring job. 

When all the help I had was Hugh Dorsey Smith gave the entrance material and he, with 

William Barnette helped me hang the fixtures. I never did let her know any difference •• 

I 
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I considered it would be using God's Grace and that was what He gave it to me for. 

Hugh Dorsey Hannah made the Communion Table with two stands of yellow pine to match 

the pews, in memory of their son who died in infancy. Mrs. William Barnette and some 

of her family gave the Communion Set in memory of her brother, Rev. Golden, who was 

a minister. Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Dorsey Smith gave the lighted cross. Mr. Price 

Thornton gave the offering plates in memory of Mrs. Penny Smith. My wife and I 

gave the Baptismal Font in memory of Miss Lizzie Turner, who was the last of her 

branch of the family. Mr. and Mrs. Larry Turner (of another family) gave his 

Mother's good piano. Then a few months later Mr. and Mrs. Jack Cole had their 

piano completely rebuilt and refinished and gave it to the church. They sold their 

old one and have two excellent ones there now. 

The author had a funny experienae as it turned out, but not so funny to begin with. 

As I was finishing up the vestibule with molding around it and coat and hat hooks 

in it on a Saturday afternoon before Homecoming Day, I noticed one piece of the 

molding was not level. I pulled it down and in so doing I broke about a four inch 

hole in the sheet rock. The day was about gone with me twenty~three miles from home 

and nothingto fixit with. I was almost sick, but I have always believed the Lord 

would help us when we made every effort we could. I walked over and hung my old 

worn out every day hat on the nearest hook and it completely covered the hole; Sun

day morning my observing wife, ever helpful, walked straight to my old hat, and I 

would have thought she was going to carry it to the car, but when she took it down 

and saw the hole there staring her in the face, she very gently hung my old good 

knot fitting hat back and not another person looked under it. The next week I went 

over and patched it, finishing it when it dried and I painted it so that you could 

not tell it had ever been there. 

I received one couple into the church at Wesley Chapel and found out from the 

Treasurer they were paying one thousand dollars into our church. I went to him and 
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told him that 1 ';ffinted to ask a favor of him. 1 told him that 1 underst.ood 

tha t he wag payi n9 a thousand _:do 11ar s into the church and that was over twi ce 

the toal budget, and no one family should pay that much. 1 asked him to 

consider paying part into other causes. He seemed to appreciate my honesty 

with him and said he would if 1 would promise to tell him if the time came 

when he needed to raise it. This he did about two years later when 1 had to 

give up the church and we decided to go full time. 

My Superintendent had cautioned me about the cemetery coming on down so close 

to the church, and not leaving room for expansion of the building and parking 

if it continued to grow.as it had While 1 was there. My wife and 1 had decided 

to leave our estate to the North Georgia Trustees with seventy percent of the 

income of it going to the Wesley Chapel Church. In talking with my Bank Tr~st 

Office that an,agreement should be drawn up with the Church and the Trustees. 

got a resolution passed by Charge Conference and the Administrative Board 

that they would not let the cemetery come l:my closer to the highway. There 

was not a person there who voted against it. 1 made my-wi-ll and in-less than 

two years Ray Rampy who-was-serving the---church ~toJd me that they had voted to 

let the cemetery come up even with the front of the Church, which would leave 

little room there with the present building. As I studied the Conference 

Journals I found accoun~s that only drew five.and five and a half percent 

interest. At the same time ninety percent of our savings were drawing seven 

and a half percent interest. I talked to one of the trustees about it and he 

told me, "You do not understand". I do understand the parable of the talents, 

and we are certainly Stew-ards. "Thou good and fai thful servant----", He \o12S 

the one who put his Lords money to work. When I balance my accounts I can 

certainly tell the difference between five and a half and seven and a half 

percent. 1 only keep the lower paying accounts for the free insurance that 

they give. So I started anew with my will. Sea:ching for sound business 
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Judgement and good manngement wi th IfGood and fai thful servants If , I found sIlch 

a cause and made it my beneficiary, leaving the Conference Trustees and the 

Wesley Chapel Church out of it. When:any of my accounts do not come up to 

the hi ghest interest rates as soon as possible I change the account. 

Dr. Garnet Wilder, in giving the state of the Church message one of my years 

at Wesley Chapel at a District Conference, made this st2tement; IfYou do not 

have to be large to be great". Then he followed wi th the quest! on: "Do· YO'-1 

know whil,h of the ninety three churches in the Rome District leads all of the 

District~ in members on the profession of faith? It's the little Wesley 
'. J • 

Chape I Church on Paulding Ci reui t." I was very happy that I ...res involved as 

pastor. These mountain top experiences,d~ much to lift a minister up and 

keep him on IfHigher Ground ll • 

While we were waiting for the newly finished floors to dry for the new pews 

to be set, we held services in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ben ~alker. My hands 

and arms had become so locked up with rhumatism that I could not hold my Bible. 

I had to take medical leave and never was able to go back on the job. On 

October the First Nineteen Hundred and Sixty Six I had to take an £arly retire~~-

J1lent at age sixty, in my thirty ei ght year of .senor! tywith Ford ·'Motor Company.

In November of 1972 I ·asked my Superintendent if he had anyone he could put at 

Wes ley Chapel, ~that~ I:· had Just about gone my last mi Ie at age s·ixty ei ght. He 

told me he had a man begging for a church and no where to place him. He also 

told me he would like for Wesley Chapel to try it alone and have services every 

Sunday. ·He asked Bessie and me to leave our membership there as they would 

need our help. He told me the man coming did not have his license and could 

not administer the Sacraments. And they would need my financial support also. 

1 agreed since I had a great feeling for the .work of my ancestors there at 

Wesley ChapeL We raised the pastors salary from three hundred dollars to one 
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thousand dollars a year. They were both working making a good salary. I took 

it up with the Church the next Sunday and they were very enthusiastic about it. 

On the first Sunday in January 1973, I introduced Clarellce Rainey as the n;:;w 

'"" . 
pastor and told them, from now on I amy only a member, and hold no office. In 

three weeks 1 went to bed. 

We had saved n€arly four thousand dollars to build an Annex. :~ile it was being 

built with hired labor others were working un the cemetery replacing the field 

stones with marble slabs just above the ground so the lawn mower could run over 
/- .' 

them. Grass was sown and has passed two summers, so it is safe. Mr. Hugh 

Dorsey Smith was elected as the Chairman of the Cemetery Committee. We started 

a Perpetual Care fund and it is fixed so they can only draw the interest---I hope. 

The cemetery was done with free labor. Most of it was done by the Hugh Dorsey 

Smiths and non members Herman Garner and William Barnette. I have never known 

a man in this day to have to take as much abuse as Hugh Dorsey Smith did, for 

improving a cemetery. It had reached the place where it took three hundred and 

fifty dollars a year to have it cleaned off twice. Now it cost much less to have 

it cut and it does not erode-and looks so much better. - Everyone seems to be 

happy with the situation as it is now. There has been a Perpetual Care fund set 

up which seems to be going well. 

Any non-member of the congregation (those that do not come to Wesley Chapel with 

any regularity) had to present a receipt to the undertaker that they have paid 

one hundred dollars for the permit to open the grave. This rooney along with 

the donations that come in for the cemet~ry has built up a sum of more than-

three thousand dollars. Even though 1 have been away from them as pastor for 

over five years when they want some papers drawn up they come to me. I do it 

and tell them not to ever mention my name with it. The resolution states that 
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all money contributed to the Cemetery Fund must be kept in an entirely different 

account, and only the inter~st can be drawn out. Furthelmore, should the income 

from the fund ever reach the amount that would not be n(eded for the upkeep of 

the cemetery in the'~foreseeable future by a vote of the Administrative Board and 

passed by the Charge Conference the excess a~o'lDt could be us~d for the urkeep 

of the building. A copy of this resolution properly signed by the Conference 

Officials is placed with the Cemetery Fund Records to assure that it will be 

carried out, and make the best use of the income. 

-' 

Mr. Grover O'Kelley gave a piece of land one hundred feet wide, and one hundred 

sixty feet long on one side, and one hundred fifty eight feet long on the other 

side adjoining the church land. 

I record this not by choice nor bias, but if a history is to be a history it must 

tell the truth, especially when it has had such a great impact on the church that 

it seemingly will never overcome it. Clarence Rainey was my successor. The first 

Sunday I conducted the service to the sermon, and then I introduced him as the 

Pastor of Wesley Chapel Church and told them from now on I was only a memb8r and 

held no-office. The next Sunday;-he said, JIWe will delete the affirmation of 

fai th as I do not be 1i eve in programing a church to death ll • I do not understand 

why anyone will take the vows of any church and try to change it into another 

denomination. I went to church three Sundays and then went to bed for a few 

weeks. He made the statement that, "He did not have a contract with the Wesley 

Chapel Church, the Superintendent, nor with the Methodist ChurCh, so I am 

going to do just as I please ll •• 

Later my Superintendent visited me in the hospital on one occasion as I was 

gaining my strength, and he asked me about Clarence p:ainey. I told him I 

could not tell him any thing about my successor. In this history I am stating 

facts as I was asked to do when under insistence, I agreed to try to write it. 
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The Author served two churches four Sundays a month for the sum of Seven Hundred 

Dollars a year without ever asking for a raise for ten years, and gave back to 

the churches more than they paid him • 

.' : 

In 1902 Rev. M. S. Williams came back to Wesl~y Chapel, a pastor with the same zeal 

and power he had in his previous years. He revised the Register again and admonished 

those who came after him to help keep it up to date. I deeply appreciate all the 

help I have had from his good work and writings in trying to put tugether'the f~w 

fragments I have been able to gather up here and there, for a more accurate 'history 

of Wesley Chapel Church. Even of more value 
~ 

than Rev. Williams is the information 

from Miss Lizzie Turner whose life and family cover the history of the church and the 

community for one hundred fourteen years at least. I have heard the family moved to 

the community in 1840. Miss Lizzie, daughter, and grand-daughter as well as niece of 

charter members. Certainly there was never a closer family, nor one who was closer to 

everything that was done in their church. There will be a chapter later on the Turner 

family. I have had little success on any of the others and no record whatever of two 

of the first trustees. If I had known this obligation was going to fallon me, I 

would have had pencil and paper and tried to have gotten more facts from her and some 

of the older members than I did. There were several questions ~aised about me writing 

this history. The church has been there for nearly one and a quarter centuries and 

none of those who felt thaL they were so well qualified LO write even picked up pen 

and paper. It is almost impossible to do anything worthwhile without having criticism 

for doing it. I knew it would not be a job without problems and some abuse, but I 

can take it when I know what I am doing is right. 

At the age of fifty-five I began my ministry. I had tried for thirty years to be 

satisfied with teaching a class in the church school and doing repair work as well 

as janitorial work, but I was never as happy as I wanted to be. I was the first one 

to go into the ministry from the Hiram Methodist Church in its history. Bessie and I 

were the first couple to ever be married there in a formal wedding in 1937. I was 
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really afraid serving one church within two miles of where I had lived for nearly 

thirty years, and Bessie had lived all of her life. That was Flint Hill where she' 

joined the church, and remained until the church was built in Hiram. The other 
'.-oll. .' / .' ~ 

churches on the charge were Mt. Nebo, Smyrna, and Pleasant Grove. I was appointed 

to the Paulding Circuit from the Waco charge where I was voted licensed to preach~ 

There was an assistant on the charge when I came, Charles Thomas who was a junior at 

West Georgia College. The superintendent informed me the salary was mine and the 

churches were paying the assistant a very small , amount, not enough to pay his way to 
~ 

and from school, and he was about to drop out of school for lack of funds. 

I had a good paying job, and Bessie was doing well raising broilers and cattle. We 

decided that if Charles was willing to take on half of the load that we would give 

him half the salary. My predecessor ·had started-having-two services-a month- at 

three of the churches, with Wesley Chapel having only a ten o'clock service. The 

Smyrna Church was paying nearly three times as much as the three churches and they 

were only getting the same services per month. I asked for the churches to let us 

rotate from one church to another to equally divide the services, as this worked one 

of us had to preach four times each fourth Sunday which was very hard on-us. __ We were 

advised not to let the churches know that we were dividing the pay equally, but I have 

never believed in trying to keep the ~xpenditures from the ones who were paying the 

bills. Charles Thomas had the same feeling as I did so we announced it on our first 

Sunday. As it turned out, Charl~s' financial problems were over. We were a busy 

pair as he was getting ready to go to Emory and a church as pastor the next year, 

and he had a lot of work to get done so that he would be qualified to administer the 

Sacraments. We had a Superintendent ·who would not tolerate any deviation from Church 

Law in this matter. At conference time the Smyrna church cut our salary three hundred 

dollars a year which was very depressing for both of us. Then they demanded more ser

vices than the other churches were receiving. We explained the way it was when 

came on the charge and the only way we could give the services as they paid, we 

I 
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wou1d have to let Smyrna have two Sundays per month and the oth2r four one. Some 

were very dissatisfied with this arrangement, but we he1d our ground. 

Before the close of the Conference Year we knew Charles would be leaving, and the 

Superint2ndent told m; he was going to send a man who did not even have a license to 

preach, and asked me if I would come back with him. I asked for a division of the 

churches. He asked me which churches I wanted and I told him the two smallest and 

lowest paying churches on the Charge: Flint Hill and Wesley Chapel. He agreed for 

this arrangem2nt. My 10ad was just getting heavier than I could stand up under with 

fifty-eight hours a week on the job and all of the courses of study I was having to 

take. 
" 

I am about to get ahead of the history leaving out a very important part. At the 

second Homecoming day service, Bessie invited Miss Bert Winter to come and she told 

Miss Winter we did not have a Sunday School at Wesley Chapel., Organizing Schools had 

been her life work in the Conference for over fifty years and she had retired, but 

when she saw the need had arisen for services again she was ready. I asked her~to 

talk to us and she did, very short and to the point. Then she said, I am sorry toII 

hear you do not have a school here at Wesley Chapel. How many of you will be here at 

ten o'clock next Sunday morning1.1l·-Eleven hands were:...raised, ythen'she-told..me to ap:..;: 

point a Superintendent. I appointed -Floyd Swanson who served well for many years. It 

was the only church I have ever known that averaged more in number at Sunday School and 

at church than the number of members it had. 

".
I should stop here and make an explanation. Two years before I,was appointed as the 

pastor, a former pastor and the Superintendent had persuaded Bishop Moore to close the 

church, which was quite a blow to the members. Some of the members called Hershel Smith, 

a former member who lived in Rome and was wea1thy, and he called the Superintendent 

and asked to talk with him about Wesley Chapel. He was informed that it was already 

to be closed. He finally agreed to give him thirty minutes if he would come to his 

house. Mr. Smith pleaded his case for Wesley Chapel and guaranteed to pay every cent 
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that the church failed to raise. He won his case so the murch remains upen tod2y. 

Since they were on probation they were the most despondent congregation I have ever 

had to face. 

The side walls were ceiled and the overhead had been tiled not long before. When we 

swept the floor the dirt went through the cracks under the building. The large 

building was cold, with only two heaters in it. It was a bad Sunday in February. 

Questions flowed through my mind. What could I do, What could I say? I felt so 

inadequate and inexperienced. Then the words of Jesus again: "And lo! I am with you 

always.11 That meant here and now. Here was a Church that had had a glorious past. 

The size of the building and the cemetery bore witness to that fact. The beauty and 

quality of the design kand workmanship also were witnesses. 

The record in the Conference Journal showed thirty eight members. Twelve were all 

we could find. Still, that was one more than the disciples that were left after the 

crucifixion. One of the twelve we found was brother David Hannah, a grandson of one 

of the charter members, and he was at the point of death. His father was Robert 

Hannah, his grandfather was Richard Hannah. He (David) never recovered to where he 

could be active in his church any more. We buried hi·m-in May-~f-1972i ~rly one month 

after his brother Willie was buried._That leaves Hugh Dorsey Hannah and his two-_ 

daughters as members from the beginning. They are the only three people who are mem

bers that are descendants of the charter members. 

looking back over the years, I feel they had justifiable reasons to be despondent. 

They had been on four circuits. in the last few years. A new Superintendent, Rev. 

Parks Segers had come on the District and he was really concerned about. the small 

churches. He remembered the words of prophecy about Jesus: "A bruised reed shall he 

not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench." He would take his tithes and 

give to the small churches who were trying to do things. Miss Lois Gallman went to 

Mr. Higgins, her plant manager, and told him her problem of bills and no money. She 
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was one of the first persons he had hired and had such a good reputation that he was 

really touched. He told her, and I quote: "Lois, I am going to give you $300. Put it 

ln the bank and say nothing about it and use it to fall back on." The first year that 

I was there I explained the budget and asked for their decision about it. Miss lois 

said:"Why not just pay it?" She gave me two signed checks and asked me to fill them 
·1 

out and I very willingly did it. That was the way they did it every year before first 

Quarterly Conference. For the years that I served they had no member with a high 

school education. There was not a member who worked in the Automobile, or the Air 

fraft industry, not even for the Federal Government. When they became about fourteen 

years old they went to work in the mills of Villa Rica. 

When the church was organized at Villa Rica (Methodist) it took many members away 

from Wesley Chapel; - I have never had any problem in raising money in a church where 

I felt like trying. --If the people_did ,not have it, I was very careful, about what I 

asked for. I woul~ not ask for money for myself and I usually got what was really 

needed for the church. They always knew I was going to help with money and hands too. 

One Sunday morning before Homecoming Day the second year I was there, I announced 

that if they would have the piers built and buy and pour the concrete I would buy 

the material and build and setth_~_ forms for a table out in the grove four feet wide 

and fifty-two feet long, to replace the rotten wood table. Within fifteen minutes 

after the.benediction everything was pledged and in two weeks the work was done. I 
" 

announced the next Sunday I would take the forms down 9uring the week and bring them 

to Flint Hill and set them on-the' same conditions. The response was just as good 

there. As the work progressed the congregation began to i~crease. 

The Superintendent, Rev. Parks Segers, got us five hundred dollars from Mission Fund 

to buy the oak floor with. The Members and friends of the church laid the floor. 

I asked for new pews. No one believed it would be done. I asked for my wife and me 

to have the pri vi 1ege of p1aci ng the two Jront pews in memory of the two co-organi zer s 
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of the church, James W. Wardlaw and Miles Wesley Arnold. They readily agreed, so I 

announced it at Homecoming Services. The response was far greater than I had dreamed 

of. I might add there were between two hundred and fifty and three hundred there. 

We had more pews pledged than we really wanted and got some to change to other needed 

items. A lighted cross was given. A ten foot cream brick wall was also given on 
." 

which I cut out eight inch letters for the Wesley Chapel Methodist Church, 1854. A 

communion table with two stands were given made of yellow pine to match the pews. 

TEe church placed a pew in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Harlan Lane, a great friend and 

worker in the church, even though he was a member of the Presbyterian Church. They 

also placed one in memory of Rev. and Mrs. Harvie E. Bickers, for which we are very 

grateful. 

We moved the two side doors to the front of the vestibule to make it easier to carry 

a casket in, as well as make the front look better. The double doors with' a stained 

gl ass -Got-hi c wi ndow over them reall y set off the front of- the ch.urch~-They were 

donated by-the First Baptist Church in Villa Rica. A concrete floor was poured about 

six feet by twelve and twelve foot steps were built across the front. 

Miss Lizzie Turner made the remark one day:"When my family got old I was young and 

able to help them up the steps; now I am old and there is none to help me, as I am 

the last of the family. I would like to have bannisters." I promised her--I would put 

up good bannisters for her. I made a pattern the right height, slope and length and 

carried it with one and a fourth inch pipe to the welding shop and had them made. We 

dug three six inch holes about eighteen inches deep at each- end of the steps and put 

the three legs of each bannister in the holes and poured concrete around them, after 

plumbing and bracing them in place. They do not touch the steps, nor the building any

where. When Mi ss Lizzi e came to church the next Sunday she sai d: 'IAll I asked for was 

the bannisters, and I have really got them." The smile on her face was great pay for 

my labor and cost. 
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1968 Integration· 

When the General Conference met in 1968 and pa~5ed the Integration Laws of 

The Methodist Church, it was really a time of concern for all Methodist and especially !. 

the ministers. 

There I vas having been reared in a rural area that was over half black. Our 

nearest neighbors all around us were black, as a child I could not understand why I 

could not go to their house and play with the black children. In time of sickne~s or 

.,., 
"'I 
; 

I.J 
,I 
II 
, 

!) 

:1death color was forgotten. I have known of my father and older brother planing lumber 

by hand and building caskets free for poor people and my mother making glue of flour 

and putting white cloth on the casket. I have known of them preparing a black man's 

body for burial. I have been able in my adult years to cleanse my mind of all malice 
.1 

and hatred toward anyone. _ 1- am requi red to love them but 1 do not have to Eke thei r 

vays. 

There came a man to the other three churches on Paulding Circuit and Just went 

wild for integration in his churches and in their homes. The officials of two of the 

churches forbid him. to reenter the churches. The Superintendent, came and got them 

calmed down. He asked me about my two churches. I told him I had not heard anyone 

complain. The first Sunday after Conference after hearing SOOle ministers say, "If a 

black person ever comes in my church I am going to say, lo1e ..,i 11 stand for the ,I 

benediction". 1 told our members that I had made it a practice to never cross a bridge ,I 

until I get to I t, and If I t looked .afe 1 would cross It; 1fit dl d not, 1 would turn :1 

around and go back. I told them if a black person came in the church I was going to :) 

preach my heart out, then I was going to try to be the first one to them, shake their 

hand and invite them to come back next Sunday. Then you will never see 

ause they will not want to hear me preach again and they ~on't care 

sing, so that's the end. 

' ..... 

them ag~in, 

to hear you I 

:1 
I 
I 
1 

I 

!
I
I 
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DEDICATION OF WESLEY CHAPEL CHURCH 

"In 1854 W. J. Wardlaw and Miles Wesley Arnold were on the Carrollton Circuit. 

During the year they organized a Methodist Church, named Wesley Chapel, about three 

and a half miles North of Villa Rica. Soon after the church was organized a house 

was built during the same year, which re~ained until 1890, when it was torn down and 

a new one ~egun. The new house is now completed and was dedicated recently. 

A short time before the church was organized, some of the Arnolds and Turners from 

middle Georgia moved into the community, and they were among the first and most 

prominent members of the new church. They were Methodist before they left middle 

Georgia and as soon as they could they built them a church of that denomination near 

their new homes. Among those who came from middle Georgia to Carroll County were 

Asbury Coke Arnold and family, James R. Turner and family, and Thomas Turner and 

family. These all united with the new church. 

The first trustees were Asbury Coke Arnold, James R~Turne~~Larkin H. Davis, 

Thomas Turner and Josiah Tolbert. Asbury Coke Arnold was a son of William Arnold 

(Billy), of the Georgia Conference, and a brother to Miles Wesley Arnold of the 

North Georgia Conference. 

James R. Turner was the father of Rev. William S~ Turner,- of the Georgia Conference. 

Larkin H. Davis was a brother to Cris C. Davis, a popular local preacher of Atlanta. 

Thomas Turner, brother of James R. Turner was a local preacher. He died before the 

church was completed and was buried July 4, 1854, at the grave yard near the church, 

his grave being the first ever dug in the grave yard. Many have been buried there 

since. 

Allow a digression. Among those who sleep in the old grave yard is "Uncle" Claiborn 

Trussell, one of the purest and best men that ever lived in this section. He was 

a member of the Georgia Conference and of the North Georgia Conference for fifty-

two years. His body sleeps at Wesley Chapel, while his spirit shouts in the Con

ference above. A grand old man was he. 
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Wesley Chapel has given two preachers to the itinerancy. William S. Turner
 

joined the Georgia Conference in 1854, the year the church was organized. In
 

1867 he transferred to Alabama. In 1878 he located. He died at Fort Valley, Georgia,
 

March 14, 1891. He was a good man, and a useful preacher.
 

J. T. H. Miller, a member of the West Texas Conference, and at present stationed 

at LlanqLTex~s.__ He was converted and joined the church at Wesley Chapel. 

:' 

About two miles from this church, that prince among young preachers, Dr. W. A. 

-
Candler, first saw the light of earth. 

For many years Wesley Chapel stood still. At times there were symptoms of deat~. 

In the beginning of 1890 her members were few. That year Rev.S. R. Belk was in 

charge of the Villa Rica Circuit, and Wesley Chapel belonged to the circuit. But 

what was Wesley Chapel? The house was old, the members few and the prospects 

gloomy. But the preacher was full of faith and the Holy Ghost. He went to work 

with all his power consecrated to the service of ~h~-Lord.-God blessed his efforts, 

a wonderful crevival--was--the~result.--About-sixt-y member-s=--joined the-..:chur-eh.• The old 

members took on new life. A new church must be buil~. The money was subscribed, and 

the work begun, and now it is about finished. The house is forty by sixty feet. It 

is the best country church in the Rome District. On the third Sunday in September> 

the new church was dedicated. An immense crowd was present, Rev. S. R. 5elk 

dedicated the house. The sermon was an able one, and fully sustained the 

reputation of the preacher. 1I 

Signed M. S. Williams Me. 

This article was written by the pastor of Wesley Cha~e~ and published in the 

Carroll County Paper. Dated September 20, 1891. 
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During the months that 1 have been involved in writing this history there has been many 

times that I become despondent and really deeided to quit when things did not go smoothly 

and people did not seem to be concerned and would not cooperate with me in getting up the 
......... . .'
 

material that I needed but' I am thankful for those who did. Then when there was so much 

pain and so many joints in my body that would not mind my command that it was hard to 

keep going. Three times I have been confined to the hospital in the last twelve months. 

Then I think of the many friends I still have who are really concerned about me,·and I 

realize that maybe my life, my efforts, and my labors were· worth a little after all. This 

six years has .been hard at to say the least, much of the time the suffering has been 

aL~ost unbearable. I have heard that one can be sick too long and his or her friends will 

become tired out and quit coming to see them. I am thankful that I have so many friends 

that have r~ined faithful through the years. In April I had 98 visits and in May 121. 

This is in 1979 after nearly six years. I have good days and bad days. Sometimes I go 

for weeks and have to stay in my chair or in bed. I am making a list of people that have 

been so good to me in helping wait on me and in their visits. If I leave out anyone it 

was not intentional. If you find any errors please forgive them as they are of the hand 

and not of the heart. Just let God be the judge. 

Bessie C. Bickers Milton I. Morgan 
. ,

Dude and William Barnett ElInor and Hammett Paris 
,.. "-

Gennie Lee and Frank Clonts Rev. Charles R. Thomas 

Lettie and Gleen Deal Rev • Terry Phillips 

Carolyn and J. C. Garmon Dr. Darius Smith 

Evylon and Lowel Green Rev. Dumas Shelnutt 

Ernest Hardy Bi lly Sinyard 

Paul Hardy Odie and Hugh D. Smith 

David Estes John Smith 

Dr. Ray Farley"' Rev. Gil Watson 

~ev. Hugh McKee Rev. Don Welch 

Snooks Aiken 

"IN as much as you have done it unto the least of these you have done it unto me ll 
• 

May God bless each orie of you. 
Harvie E. Bickers 
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The All Day Singing At Wesley Chapel 

On third Sunda:y "in September is the Annual All Day Singing at Wesley 

Church. We have singers from over the southeastern part of the United States. 

Not always the same ones, but there are many who never miss. 

Some of the members say the singing had been held for more than forty. 

years. 

While 1 was Pastor there, I always tried 'to speak to the people to make 

them feel welcome and enjoy the fellowship there. Thereby creating a feeling 

of fellowship and love. 

In this way we created a love and respect for each other in our services 

to the Lord. 1 realize this was not a one sided fellowship in love and harmony, 

we would know we had been in harmony. 

The singers as well as listeners gave to me by their graciousness some 

of the greatest experiences that 1 had in my ministry. 

Many of the singers brought well filled baskets ~f food, knowing the small 

church membership we had there .--Even.-though i t--'-was customarY'Tor- the people 

of the church to feed the Visiting singers. 

For the years as Pastor there, Lewis Ingram, Edd Tibbets, and Buddy Pace 

acted as chairmen of th~ singing. 

The Homecoming and the All Day Singing always brought a full house, 

and usually enough money came in on these two special days to pay for the 

cleaning of the cemetery. 
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Homecoming. Day 
Every Year Third Sunday In May 

As I approached Homecoming Day the first year at Wesley Chapel it was with appre

hension of a service with two hundred and fifty people present. From the preparation of 
~..' .

members I knew it was going to be a big day for the Church as well as the support of the 

Church and cemetery fund which was a great help in meeting of the budget for the coming 

year. They had a habit of paying the Conference askings in the First Quarter. 

It took me about as long to settle on my text for the first Homecoming Day as I did 

to prepare the message itself. I knew that I would be judged as to my ability for·a long 

time on whether I acquitted myself worthy or not. ~ 

chose First Corinthians 10:13, "There hath no temptation taken you but such as 

is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that 

ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to es cape, that ye may be able 
, 

to bear it." I ~~osed my sermon wi th, "Let us say to the world as the sparrow said to 
; 

the on coming wind while sitting on a limb, 'Blow me off if you can, I have Wings 1.11 

The Homecoming Days were really great days for the eleven years I was there. The 

people were always very attentive and gracious. The Church would seat about two 

hundredoand fifty, and there were usually that many on the outside walking nver the 

cemetery.. - 

On one occasion Third Sunday in May came on the seventeenth, which is my birthday. 

When I had finished my sermon, I said, "I hope all of you will stay for the dinner 

hour around the table out in the grove, and find what you want to eat, even if you are 

on a diet. Today is my birthday, and I appreciate you coming and bringing the dinner~ 

(my wife had a well filled basket as usual in the car). When the benediction was said 

the congregation began singing "Happy Birthday To You ll , it was very touching. 

We had a twenty-five gallon plastic can and we would put fifty pounds of crushed 

ice in it and fill it up with water. It had a faucet on it and two dippers. I never 

did hear of anyone being sick from_drinking from the common dippers. 1 believe 

the table there was always the most bountiful loaded with the finest food I have 

ever seen anywhere. 
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1 have been enabled to find information on only three of the five first trustees. There 

has been three Tolberts and one Davis on the rolls through the years after the first 

deed was made. 

Rev. William Turner was born in Scotland in 1774, and came to America, but the year is 

not available. He was the first generation in America. He sftttl~d' in Maryland. ~e 

have no record of his wife. 

Hi s Children: 

Rev. Mark Turp~r. b~~~ in Ma~land in 1806, second generation in America. No other 

information. 

Rev. James R~--rurnerborn in Maryland in 1807, second generation in America. 

Sabra Turner, date of birth unknown but there is a longer time between the birth of James 

R. and 2adoc than any of the others, so I placed her here, second generation. 

2adoc Turner was born in 1810, Putnam County, Georgia. Second -generation in America. 

Thomas :.Turner,=botn in -1812 in _Putnam.'Gounty,-Georgia ..- Second :generationin America.

Rev. JamesTurner~ son of-William, marded Maly=A. Stephens. She remained a-member of 

Wesley Chapel until her death in 1896. She and James R. were both charter members. 

Where they-are buried, -I--cannot find.- [--found one glimpse of him in an artic1e°-Pub

'J.is_h~d 
, •. 

in the Carroll County Paper. Quote: ''1 took the Georgia Pacific train at Temple, 
'.~j 

Georgia for home. Walked two miles to Bremen. Heard Rev. James R. Turner-----82 years 

old, erect, clear voice, active mind--------~... - From an artLcle in the Methodist Pro- 

testant Magazine, dated September 15, 1885. F.H. M. Henderson, President of the 
I 

Georgia Conference of the Protestant Methodist Church. So eVidently"he had trans

ferred to the'Protestant Methodist Church, or was just filling the pulpit for some one, 

or holding a revival. It is strange that his name does not appear again at Wesley 

Chapel after the deed was made, as stated above his wife remained a member till death. 
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Sabra Turner, the only daughter of Rev. William Turner married AbiJah Timmons. (~O dates)
 

M~ny of their decendents are preachers in the Methodist Church. Record ends. 

Rev. Zadoc Turner married Christine Cullens Rawlings' of Washington County. She was a 

sister of Sarah Cullens Arnold, wife of Rev. William Arnold. So that marriage tied the 

Arnolds and Turners of Wesley Chapel as kin, as least by marriage. Rev. zadoc Turner 

must have remained in Putnam County. The census of Putnam County of 1850 shows Thomas 

and wife Lourine, and zadoc and wife Christine as·-living in Putnam County •. :c.'-We- have no 

further record of zadoc and Wife. 

Thoffias Turner was at Wesley Ct~pel at the organization and building of the church in 

1851... He and James·R. Turner both-were elected. as. local preachers at ..thebeginning_ of 

the church.- Thomas was to preach the- first sermon in _the _·new=-church on.Sunday.:.He was 

__ taken sick and died;-,;. He was buried on Saturdayt-.bi-s-.·furieral-:::being thinfirstr. servi-ce~ -.=~~ 

held in the new church. His grave was the first one-in the cemete~~ It is very 

reasonable to think that his brother James R. took his place that Sunday. 

Now ~e take up the children of Rev. James R. Turner. 

Sarah Turner, the first child was born in 1832. Record ends. 

Benjarrdne T. Turner born in 1-838, died- in 1863. 

Marcus C. Turner born in 1840. He fought through the Civil War. 

Isabella Turner was born in 1847. She never married and lived with Marcus C. and his 

~ife. She died in 1909 and is buried in the Turner lot at Wesley Chapel. 

Charles H. Turner born in 1852. Reocrd ends. 

arr.es J. Turner born in 1856. Record ends. 

The ~ife of Rev. Thomas Turner, Lourine is buried beside him in the Turner lot at 

l'Jes ley Chape 1. 
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" . . THE TURNER FAMI LY : 

Now we take up the family of Marcus C.Turner and his wife Frances Walker Turner of 
I, 

Putnam County •. He is of 'the third generation in JVnerica. We will begin with a I 

I' 
list of the children with dates of birth and their death. , I .

I: 
r 

Name Born Death 1-:; 
II 
, I 

Albert T. Turner - 1867 .1917 I 
I 

Mary I. Turner - - - - - 1869 1924 
I' 
;t~ 

~ .~ .. ~ 

Nellie V. 

Joseph W. 

Turner 

Turner 

1871. 

1872 

- -,,/

.

-

-

.

- -

1954 

1950 
.' 

rI 
"jV 
I 
I' 

i 

This family was one of the most unusual and strange families 

188 1~lr> -' - - ,.... - 
1885 -

1877. -' - -

Lizzie N. T~rner - - - ~ - - - -

William O. Turner 

James R. Turner -

in many ways that 

• I :"""
. < • 

1893 

1961 

1968 

I have 

!' 
~ 
I' 
I 
! 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

ever known.of anywhere. I only knrw Miss Lizzie who was the youngest of the seven 

children,- and I knew her-only six ..y'ears~'=:-However, they were rich years of great 
. ~ ! 

exper i ences for-mel~'James R...;;,Iurner ,.~on- 'of-Marcus~C.",:rurner ~di ed-~at.qhe ,=age'i'of -----:- -=- ~ -

- -si xteen. 'year~'. ~hese' chi'l'dreli'wer_e-=spread~ut'·.:i:l~i'rfh over.:::a-peri-od:;:~6f'.:'=ei~hteen'~--'._. 
~ 

years. I do frOm all my sources of ' information about this family and their lives, 

expect -to meet··them i n- an unbroken ci rc1 e -around - the great V{hi te throne 'on -that -. ----= 

celestial day. I feel like knowing Miss Lizzie that I have known the whole Turner 

family. One of the first attributes that attracted my attention to Miss Lizzie was 

her devoti on _to -her ~chur.ch.-=-:rhen the' fact that there had-been-so many::-Met-hodist ;'.;=: ~~. 

preachers in her family. The most strange thing, even though they were a close and 

large family, Marcus C. and his wife Frances persuaded all of the children except 

Miss Lizzie the youngest, not to marry. Miss Lizzie did not 'promise but she as well 

. all of the others never did marry. So Marcus C. and Frances Turner's branch of 

the family came to an end physically speaking, with the death of Miss Lizzie Turner. 

The question as to WHY keeps coming to my mind and I have never been able to reach 
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a satisfactory and reasonable conclusion. I do not believe I ever will as I have 

pursued every lead diligently without success. They were a large family of upright 
11ft.., ''

men and women, well thought of, and really loved for their high standards of actions 

by all who knew them. So far as I have been able to find out in talking with folk 

who knew them and several who grew up,with them, there was not a spot or blemish on 

the character of anyone in the family. They were hard worki~g, highly respected and 

loved by all who knew them. The same thing was troe with the people in Vi ,11 a -Rica 

where they traded. Not one word of criticism have I ever heard against anyone of 

them. That is very unusual, and I think every minister will agree with me. It has 

been said that they were too good to other people for their best interest. They were
 

good farmers and neighbors. They were always helping their sick neighbors in any kind
 

of need.
 

There were no deformities in any of them, or inherited disease that I ever heard of
 
. . ' 

in any of them. They took care of the sick in their community for near a hundred 

years. So why did they want their family to end with such a backgrouhd as they had? 

It is just not the usual thing for a normal person to want his or her family to come 

to an end, that there will be no one to carryon whatever high and holy ideals you 

wanted to instill in them.' 

One of their greatest characteristics was their ability to keep peace. All sources 

available to me have borne out this fact. As one example: a new preacher was 

assigned to the circuit. The first church he was scheduled to visit was Wesley Chapel. 

A man from one of the other churches came to the Turners and told them: "We are not 

going to have that man. You get word for no one to be there on Sunday morning." Mr. 

Joe and Mr. Will Turner made it a point to be at Wesley Chapel early that morning. 

Work had been done to have a good crowd there. 'They we're the ki nd of people that di d 

what they knew to be right and allowed no one to influence them to do what they knew to 

be wrong. The preacher came early and stopped down at the road and sat there. The 
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Turner brothers went down to the road and introduced themselves to the new preacher 

and invited him to come on up to the church and showed him around and made him feel 

-.-\, . . " 

welcome, wanted and at ~ase. 'As the people came to church they introduced him. Their 

friendliness made the man feel like preaching and he did a good job of it and. was well 

received by all the people. Everyone was happy with their new preacher and he was 

happy with Wesley Chapel. Word got around that he was a good preacher and a good, 

friendly and graceful man. That ended the gossip so another man was saved from. the 

trash pile, and the circuit prospered under his leadership. So another star was added 

to the crown for the Turner family for doing that which was high and holy. They cer
-- . 

tainly knew how to pour oil on troubled waters and calm the seas of strife. 

So with the burial of Miss Lizzie Turner an era that had been dominated by the peace 

loving Turner family who had helped guide Wesley Chapel for one hundred and nineteen 

years, came to an end. 

My prayers are that we will see another with the grace, power and ability rise up to 

guide the church with the new young preacher that has accepted the call to the Service 

of God at this the Wesley Chapel Church. 

As a last thought about Miss Lizzie, I want to say that her favorite hymn was 

",Amazi ng Grace" whi ch her fami 1y had in such great abundance. If the 1eader ever 

left out a stanza, when it was stopped, Miss Lizzie would always say: "Lets go back 

and sing the stanza you left out." Leaders ~hat knew her never left out one, because 

they knew she would call for it to be' sung. After her death I asked-the congregation 

if they would agree to always stand up_there.-at Wesley Chapel when the piano started 

playing that hymn in memory of Miss Lizzie. I feel sure it is still done in love for 

her. 

. ', 

.: 'OJ. ','
I~ " ,.. '. I 
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Emigrant, John Arnold, Sr., came from Baden, Germany in about 1750, and 

landed at·New Bern, North Carolina and settled there. Later, his son John Jr., 

fought in the Revolutionary War. He moved to Randolp~ County near Charlotte, North 

Carolina, and settled there. William Thomas was born there in Randolph County. He 

evidently had a brother also. The family moved to Washington County, Georgia. I 

say William had a brother because he had a nephew who was an assistant to Allen 

," Turner, who was pastor .of the Warren County Circuit. . His name was W. P. Arnold, 
• I 

who was for IIForty years an active popular.... and useful preacher. 1I (Family Records). 

William Thoma~ was received i~to the traveling ministry at Sparta, Georgia, in 

1806.by Bishop Francis Asbury. He was Ordained by Francis Asbury two years later 

in the year of 1$08 at Charleston, South Carolina. He preached his last sermon 

before his Brethren at Conference in Columbus, Georgia in 1858. He departed this 

life in 1860, having served sixteen years as Presiding Elder. 

His son, Asbury Coke Arnold was living near Wesley Chapel Church, in 1854 

while his brother Miles Wesley Arnold was assistant pastor with James W. Wardlaw 

on the Carrollton Circuit. That was the year that the Wesley Chapel Church was. 
~",organi zeo.~lJ1C? ,~hre.e ,of. ~i ~ ;·si x' brother:s were in the Methodi st Mi ni stry.:.-- Asbury 

Coke was not a mini·ster but he was:a well educated and trained worker in the 

Church, and was a class leader as well as a good song leader. The Turners and 

. Arnolds had been neighbors::'i-n Putnam County and when they came to Carroll County 

they bought adjoining farms. After a few years Asbury Coke sold his farm to the 

Turners and moved to Bartow County, then to Atlanta and back to Carroll County near 

Concord Church where he and his wife are buried. When Bishop Warren Candler was 

born their parents were neighbors there near Villa Rica. 

Asbury Coke Arnold being one of thirteen children knew what life was in a 

big family, and to him and his wife Sarah Gholson 'of Putnam County were born 

twelve children as follows: 
- f! 4 

Name Died 

Sarah William - - - - 1845 - - - -1906 
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Name 

Walter Branham' -

Charles Wesley - - -

Martha Fletcher - - - - - - - - - - - ~ 

Born 

1846 

1848 

1850 - - - - - -

Died 

? 

-1903 

- ? 

T.homas Emory - - - - - -- - - - - - -. 1853 - - - - - -.-. - -- 1881 

George Lane - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1855 - - - - - 1893 

Mary Anthony - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1856 - 1892 

Fanny Estes - - - 1861, - ? 

Tallulah Isabella ? - ? --_.
 
Elizabeth - - - -- - 1866 1867 

Bettie - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- ~ ; 1869 - - - - - - - - - - 1870 
I 

James Clark - - - - - - - - '-- - - -':'- 1870 1883 
; 

Sarah William Arnold married James W. Taylor, Rev. Robert W. Taylor is 'the grand
. , . 

son of James W. and Sarah Arnold Taylor, and the great-grandson of Asbury Coke 

and Sarah Gol son -Arnol d, __ and' the Tgreat-great-grandson of the Rev. Bi 11 y Arno1 d. 

He is the same kin to Rev. Billy Arnold as the Author, Rev. Harvie E. Bickers is. 

Si l1.ce. the--ry'ear 1-806 -the're' h'as been from orie -=to-=-si-x=of~hi s~descendant s 'i n'·the - -. 

Methodist Ministry.' That is a record that-few men have had for one hundred and 

$eventy-two years. I just wish I was worthy of such a glorious ancestry. 

Please look over any mistakes for they were errors of the mind and not of the 

heart. If it had not b~ennfor the help of Mr. ~nd~M~s. Lowell Green, this effort 

for a history could not have been achieved with any success whatever in my 'feeble

ness and pain. I am grateful that the Lord has led me fo try what seemed to be 

the impossible. "I can do all things through Him that strengtheneth iile" • 

. By: Rev. Harvie E., Bickers L. E. 
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Edmond Thomas Camp - - Born Feb. ,2nd. 1845 
Died Jan. 31st. 1910 

Caroline M. Lassetter ~	 Born Jan. 6th. 1861 
Died' 'Dec. 11th. 1932 

Edmond T. Camp and Caroline M. Lassetter - Married - - - Nov. 26th, 1867 

Children 

George Washington Camp	 Born March 19th, 1870' 
Died Jan. 12th, 1948 

Edwi n L. Camp - - - - - - ~ - "- Born Mar. 2nd. 1872 
. :' Died Mar • 31 st, 1930 

,'-	
. .. ' .,

William H. Camp - - _.- -'- - - - - - -  Born Mar.' 2nd, 1874' 
Died June 29th~ 1943 

.
,	 Born Jan. 5th, 1876 

Died Jan • 10th, 1879 
Mary P. Camp - ~ - - - - 

. ' ' 

J.	 Benjamin Camp Born Mar. 6th, '1878 
Died Feb. 24th, 1940 

t.	 Lovella Camp - - -, , - - - Born Dec. 21st, 1880 
,} 

Died Nov. 1st, 1959 .. "/. -.... 

Thomas S. Camp - - -'- ~ ~'-'- - -  Born Nov.' 5th, 1882 
. ' .. ' 

Died Feb.·.:2nd; 1958-. _,' 

.Born -'Dec .-~1 2th~-1884 -~ - -'~ ~' 
...... Died 

: 
Vida Louise Camp - -

- - - - - - -"-

.- ' Born Mar •. 14th , ,1887 - - -. - - 
Di ed .. ( , 

I, ....~ ~"'" .' .. 

Born April 22nd, 1892 
Died Apri 1 26th, 1931 

Pauline Camp - 

Henry Edwin Smith and Love11~ Camp~ Married Dec. 25th; 1899 

Children 

Evelyn Smith - - - - - - - - - -- Born S~pt. 5th, 1901 
Elsie Smith - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - -  Born Sept. 14th, 1903 
Louise Smith - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Born Nov. 3rd, 1905 

. Loy W. Smith - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - Born Apr. 5rh, 1908 
, Carolyn Smith - - - - - - - - - - - - -  Born Aug. 4, 1911 
'Marion Smith - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - -  B9r.n Apr. 7th, 1914 
Robert H. Smith - - - - - - - - - - - Born June 8th, 1916 

Died June 16, 1967 
Henry E. Smith - Died Feb. 21st, 1920 

~ ','3~ :~... '''1 

:::;";:"'\" 
, ; 

,- 

, , 
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When I began to delve into the genealogy of the Hannahs, the first person I 

contacted was' my~gfandfather, Grover C. Scroggins of Temple and Villa Rica, 

Georgia. Papa was in his late 80's when I began my search of the Hannah family 

history, but his mind was quick, alert and chock full of facts, long remembered. 

The very first day out with him, roaming around the countryside of Carroll and 

Pauldihg Counties', found us a scant mile from the present Wesley Chapel Church. 

He said, pointing down a rutty little lane,"IINow, down yonder is where your great-

grandfather Richard was born and raised".' I poked through briars and polk salad 
'- 

for a trace of even a rock of the old homestead, but found nothing. The area was 

fast becoming filled with new mobile homes, freshly plowed yards and swing sets, 

so my past, at least in that physical area, was erased by -moder~ construction. 

-·Papa began to tell me about Richard Hannah and how he began his settlement into 

the nearby countryside, fondly known to our family as "Hannah Swamp". He told 

me that Richard was born less than a mile or so away from Wesley Chapel. His 

father was--named -I saac--and,hi s-l11other=-was- S-arah--Jane-; - Together "'they had sever a1 

sons and daughters (mentioned elsewhere- in-census):and-made their living as 

~ everyone else in those parts - farming. 

Our next stop was Wesley Chapel's cemetery. There I found many Hannah grave

stones, some sadly recent. The most interesting was a lonely gray slate almost 

obscured with weeds and dirt. It was directly-behind a lovely piece of wrought 

iron fencing and lay next to several other similar slates, unmarked and silent. 

But this P?rticular stone caught my eye because it had a clearly etched name 

engraved on it. It read: "I. Hannah". No dates or any other distinguishing 

marks. I judged it to be extremely old, not only by its appearance, but 

because this was the method of marking graves of poor people in the early days. 
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Nearby, in this same fenced, small area were graves, identically adorned. One 

read "Green". Since this name has appeared numerous times throughout documents 
t;.( ~ I;' 

and receipts found in the Hannah familY; and since this person was buried in the 

I'Hannah p10tsl' , I have concluded he was the husband of one of I'saac's daughters. 

This is mere conjecture on my part, as I have found no documented evidence that 

this was so. 

Census records show the children of Isaac, jhcluding Richard, but Papa couldn't 

tell me anything about them other than one of Richard's brothers. left to go West 
.:. :.. 

~_. ) ~.. .', 

with a wagon train and was never heard from again. 

In 1854, the same year that Wesley Chapel was founded, Richard was deeded some 

land further up into the thi~k woods North of Wesley Chapel and, there he and 

Mr. Green,c1eared and burned the stumps, cut the logs and built the house that 

now stands at the end of the road from Hugh Dorsey and Irma Hannah. Papa told of 

many bumpy ~agon ~des to church meetings at Wesley ·Cha~el, which was their social 

as well as ·spi~iiualoutings. 

Richard and his wife, Celia El-izabeth=(LizzieJ-raised their----=---=children-'(Robert,---

Lucinda Jane (Papa's wife), Ruben, Richard (Bud) and Fannie who iater married 

an Ivy) in tranquility until -the-CiVil War. --Lizzie remained on"the farm, plowing 

and caring for the place while Richard fought with the Villa Rica Gold Diggers 

Unit. He was in Virginia when Lee surrendered and began his-long and laborious 

walk home in 1865. 

Richard and hi~ family farmed their lands, frequented their church and when 

Richard died in 1905 in his seventies, the minister wrote in glowing terms of 

his goodness • 

. , .........
 
:
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His grandchildreQ ..h,?ve .<:ontinued their faith and works to Wesley Chapel, Hugh..
 
Dorsey Hannah. having built and presented'the Communion Table, ~nd tables and' 

the lectern. 

Today, Richard Rodgers, son of Mrs. Carol Hannah Rodgers, and great-great

grandson of Wesley Chapel's charger member Richard Hannah, attends the church 

.,'regularly. So the stream flows. 
• r - • " 

. I .." ) 

By Jo Iri sh . 
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