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It is the desire of the compiler of this narrative to present 
FOREWORD 

in a succinct form an outline of the history of Whitesville 

Methodist Church from its establishment to the present time. However, 

owing to lost or imperfectly reserved records, its early history is 

obscure, so that entries may have crept into this record upon no firmer 

basis than mere conjecture. 

The writer visited Columbus to search in the office of the Clerk 

of the Superior Court of Muscogee County for a cop,r of the original 

conveyance of land for the erection of a house of worship for this con

gregation, but met with disappointment, as the courthouse of th t county 

was burned ith all its records in 1837. As Harris County was formed, 

largely from Muscogee, in 1838, ~ts records antedate those of the la~ 

ter named county by several years. No deed earlier than the one men

tioned elsewhere in these pages has been found. 

Regardless of the when or where of its establishment, the founders 

of Whitesville Methodist Church builded wisely and well upon the foun

dation of "the faith once delivered to the saints" as accepted by our 

denomination. 

Through the visissitudes of over a centUl7 it has operated without 

cessation; even durip~ the troublo~~ period of evil strife and the in

justices of reconstruction and carpetbag rule its light illumined the 

red hills of Harris County. ';'.'e are proud of ~ts past and laboring to 
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hand on its sacred traditions as a precious heritage to posterity. 

e hope this little pamphlet will serve its purpose in placing 

the key events in the history of this church where they will be avail

able for ready reference. It has been a real pleasure to delve into 

the various sources of information, and to learn of the splendid fam

ilies that constituted its membership in former days, many of whose 

descendents still for the backbone of this org nization. 

We wish to acknowledge our great indebtedness to liss Lula Mobley, 

granddaughter of Reuben Rabb Mobley mentioned in the following pages 

for the assistance she has rendered so efficiently and enthusiastically 

with her records and reminiscences, also to Mr. John A. Wyche, another 

"link .,.ith the pf!st". 

The seed of Methodism in this section was planted in 
CIRCUIT RID S 

the closing yerrs of the eighteenth century by the 

"circuit riders", earnest devoted men who travelled about on horseback 

over a wide scope of country, visiting communities where no regular 

services were held, and on arriving at some hospitable home would an

nounce that preaching ':lould be held there the next day or as Boon as 

possible. Soon there was a great scurrying around as the m ster put 

his boys and ne;roes on horses 11m mules and sent them for miles about 

to give ample notice. At the appointed time some scores fro the sur

rounding territory would be gathered to hear the message which would 
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be delivered if not with grammatical sequence with a vigor and earn

estness which carried conviction. The preacher would then depart and 

the people return to their homes to wait patiently for another rider 

to come through when the same program would be repeated. 

About 1828 the year of the organization of Harris County 
FOUNDATION 

Reuben Rabb Mobley, a staunch Methodist, just in the prime 

of life, moved into Union community; settling on what later became 

known as the W. C. Wisdom place, now owned by Hon. Tom isdom. Mr. 

Mobley's home soon bec e known to these wandering preachers far 

and wide becoming headquarters for their periodical visits. At length 

Mr. Mobley decided that the time for definite action had arrived so 

he called a meeting of the members who had been won by thes visita

tions at his home, and there, after much discussion, the first Method

ist church in Harris County wa founded. This occurred sometime be

tween 1828 and 1837. e regret that we kno but few of the names of 

those pioneers that laid this foundation, but we c n readl~ picture 

the scene as, presided over by one of these preachers, they knelt in 

prayer asking a benign Providence to bless them in this.undertakinp,. 

Brother·Mobley has been sleeping in the church yard here for 

ninety-nine years, while on his tomb may be easily read this legend: 

----_._--------_.......
REUBEN R. MOBLEY 

Born	 Jan'y 20, 1~94 Died Aug. 19, 1841 
He was for 25 years Class leader in 
the M.E. Church and now his works 
do follow him for he yet liveth. 
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In the summer of 1857 it was decided to purchase property 
FIRST CHURCH 
BUIJ;,DING and erect a church building for this rapidly growing con

gregation. To forward this movement iley White, George B. White, 

Thomas Kimbrough, Bradley Kimbrough, William Slaughter Sylvester Sope, 

Samson L. Lamkin, and Thomas Saddler were elected trustees and the lot 

opposite the Women's Academy in Whitesville owned by Thomas Saddler was 

bought. 

The record of this transaction occurs in Book C, page 440, in the 

office of the Clerk of the Superior Court of Harris County. It bears da

te of Nov. 2, 1837. Should anyone chance to examine this deed, it will 

be fouID that title passed to the trustees who were made a self-perpet:". 

uating body and the.t this property is unique in that, contrarY' to the 

prevctiling usage, it has never belongBd to the General Conference. 

The building erected at this time contirmed to be used by the 

Whitesville Class until 1855. During this period !It was under one sup

ervision of the presiding elder whose responsibility it was to keep the 

pulpit supplied. 

At its annual session in Atlanta in 1854 the Georgia Con
CONFERENCE 
APPOINTMENT ference of the ~. E. Church, South, established itesville 

as a station. This church had attained its majority. New Hope, Bignam 

Chapel, Smyrn , Hopewell (Which then stood near the present home of Mr. 

Graham Sappington,) and 'riendship churches formed this circuit. Rev. 

)' 
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Jeremiah Rush was the first pastor. 

The following paragraph is copied fro the church record: 
PRESENT 
BUILDING "In the year of A. D. 1853 we the members of itesville M. 

E. Church under the supervision of Rev. J. P. Duncan, P. E., becoming 

awakened to our duty to our God, ourselves, and our c use, resolved 

within ourselves, petitioned our brethren and friends to assist us, 

~.nd by great exertion and perseverance erected the Chapel now lmown 

as the hitesville M. E. Church, South, for God and his worship alone. 

The house was begun in the fall and was finished October 1854, the 

society then being in the charge of Bro. the Rev. Thos. M. Whitby. 

The church, now completed, was dedicated to God on the third Sabbath 

in October A. D. 1854 by Bro. the Rev. Lovic Pierce, M. D. " 

From its organization to 1867, ~tesville Circuit was on 
CONFERENCE 

the Columbus District of the Georgia Conference but upon 

the establishment of the North Georgia Conference it passed to the jur

isdiction of the latter, being placed in the LaGrange District. 

In 1900 after forty-five years of service, it was dedided pt 
REMODELED 

a church conference on motion of W. Y... Cotton, secomed by 

w. N. Maddox, to repair the building: a building committee consisting 

of Dr•.J. L. Sappington, chairman, • N. Maddcbx, J. A. Maddox, • 1. 

Cotton, T. L. Moss, and E. M. Phillips was elected. 

The repairs amounted to a remodeling: the roof and ceiling ':'7ere 

raised, the porch in front was removed, the central tower was replaced 



...	 by corner steepes of unequal height, the windows were enlarged, and 

many other radical changes occurred. The camnittee appointed E. M. 

Phillips to supervise the work. A member who hauled the rafters re

ports that something besides pr yers entered into his part of it. 

While this construction was in progress the congreg tion was granted 

the use of the local Baptist church in which to hold religious serv

tce • The building was completed in due time but no repo.rt was made 

b.r the committee until the entire cost was paid in 1904, when it was 

excused. 

Upon Whitesville being raised to a circuit, it became ne-
PARSONAGES 

cessary to provide a home for the pastor. ith this end in 

view the society in 1857 purchased a house, paying for it with money 

realized from the sale of the former church building. This first pHS

toruim was situated on u, now disused road which ran N. E. from the La-

Grange road which it joined at the foot of the hill just belou the J. 

L. Sappington home, standing on the south side of the road about 300 

yards from the point of intersection. This was the parsonage until 

1880 when the present residence of Edwin Hargett was bought which con

tinued to be used fDD that purpose until 1891. Upon its abandonnent 

the old parsonage was torn down and moved to the farm now owned by 

Mrs. O. A. Hopkins where her father, J. A. Maddox, ?assed his last 

years. 

At different times New Hope, Bigham Chapel, Smyrna, Hopewell, 
ATTACHED: 
CHURCHES Friendship, Salem, Humphrey's Chapel, Mountain Hill, Wardlsw's 
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Chapel, King's Gap, Lowe's Chapel, and Chipley were component parts of 

this circuit. 

Chipley having far outstriipped Whitesville in size and impor-
CHIPLEY 

tance in 1891 its church, of right, became the titu1&r head of 

the charge. 

During its entire existence, our society has stressed the re
SUNDAY 
SCHOOL ligious education of the young .and an active Sunday School has 

been maintained. Among its superintendents appear the names of J. A. 

MaddoX, R. S. Pattillo, O. S. Williams, B. B. Pearson, W. L. Cotton, 8. 

R.	 'Pattillo, and J. T. Cox. 

In 1950 minor changes included' the closing of the two entry 
MINOR 
CHANGES doors in the bases of the towers and opening one in the center 

of the facade. The vestibules thus abamoned were made into rooms for 

the Men's and Young People's cl sses respective~. 

For several years the question of additional class rooms for the 
CHURCH 
SCHOOL Children's Department of the Church School has been agitated. At 
RO<1M3 
length at an informal meeting after the session of the Church School on 

Sunday, Oct. 1st, 1 39, the question, "Do we want to build new Sunday 

School rooms?" , was Jnt. An affirmative answer was unanimous where, 

upon B. B. Pearson, R. O. Moss, Sr., and Edwin Hargett were appointed 

a committee to investigate as to the most p~actica le location and re

port their findings at a later meeting. Accordingly this report "as 

made Oct. 15th recommending that an excavation be made under the north

ern ha1.f of the church and that in the b sement hhus formed, to be 



constructed of lumber and concrete,three class-rooms be suilt. This 

report was adopted and the same persons were ~etained astthe building 

committee. 

B. B. Pearson, R. O. Moss, Sr., Fdwin Hargett, and Gene Hargett 

donated the lumber and the other members contributed liberally. 

The work was completed in the early part of 1940. The grading 

of	 the grounds was done by the County Commissioners. 

Their children and grandchildren equipped the largest of 
MEMORIAlS 

the three new rooms with suitable furniture as a tribute 

to the lmmory of L. Olin illiams and his wife, Ella Pattillo illiil.!Ds. 

Mr. Williams had served this Sunday School as superintendent for seven

teen years. 

On the f~-leaf in the front of the Bible on the pulpit desk is 

this inscription: 

"This Holy Bible is presented to this Church in loving memory of 

my husbam Walter Lee Cotton. He loved his fellowmen, his family and 

his Church. 

May 25, 1957 Mrs. W. L. Cotton" 

Mr. Cotton also was for several years SUnday School superinten

dent. He served as stewaDd at Smyrna. and Whitesville for forty years. 

This brief record cannot close without mentioning Rev. J. H. 

Callahan, long a local preacher and class-leader, who sent a son to 

the mission field' Mrs. Mary, Talley, whose life left an indelible im

v pression	 upon the church and community: Notley Maddox, a most liberal 
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supporter of the church: iss Amy Moss, whose motto was "servicefll 

Baker Maddox, whose unique personality and original sayings will be 

remembered while this generation endures: and Mrs. Ellen Virginia 

Hopkins and Aunt Sallie Marshall, who are still with us. 
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RO T h OF PASTORS 

Below is a list of our pastors as complete a~ can be made from 
our records. 

J. Rush (After pastor moved to Chipley, 1891) 

A. T. Boykin J. ft.. Timmerman c. L. Middlebrooks 

M. S. Malsby T. J. Christian H. T. Smith 

R. A. Connor J. T. Lowe J. R. Allen 

J. w. Knight T. J. arlick R. P. Ethridge 

D. D. Cox J. M. Bowden J. H. Allison 

H. Jones H. J. Ellis S. A. F. Wagner 

R. F. Jones John R. Lewis L. L. Burch 

Robert • Dixon W. H. Cooper Comer L. Bro"·!nlow 

• J. Cotter J. M. Lumkin 

T. s. L. Harwell L. W. Rivers 

Jas L. Lowe J. H. S. Bugg 

M. H. rJhite .I. A• Sewell 

F. • T. Brannon A. S• Hutchinson 

w. L. otten M. • alraven 

C. L. Owens E. A. Ware 

w. E. Shackleford A. A. Sullivan 

• T. Bell ~, A. Hall 

J. K. Eakes w. w. Benson 



SUPPLEMENT TO THE 1940 HISTORY
 
OF
 

WHITESVILLE METHODIST CHURCH
 

(Expressions of appreciations given by the pastor Rev Come L 
Brownlow, in ~ dedication service for the improvements to th; bUi~i • 
and installat10n of new furnishings at Whitesville Methodist Ch ch ng 
July 9, 1950, at which time Bishop Arthur J. Moore prea.ched andU~re~ided 
over the dedicatory service.) 

I' 

In behalf of the members of the Whitesville Church, I express 
appreciation to the Board of Trustees and Building Committee for their 
diligence in planning and their efforts to execute tbier plans. The mem~ 

bers of the Buildinp: Committee are: Chairman, Eugene Hargett; J. T. Cox, 
John Terrell Pearson, B. B. Pearson, Holland Daniel, Frank Moss, Wrn.H. 
Cotton, J. W. McDonald; Mr. R. 0. oss was a member until his death. 

"In behalf of the Board of Trustees and Building Committee, I 
express appreciation to the members of Whitesville Methodist Church for 
their prayerful anC. material support in all phases of the improvement 
project. Without the voluntary support through prayers and gifts, both 
small and large, TIe never could have accomplished our goal. 

~In behalf of the Trustees, the Building Committee, and all the 
members of the church, I express appreciation to the following for 
their special considerations and gifts to our program: 

"To Mr. Wm. J. Creighton for his architectural advice and plans, 
who became interested in our church through bis friendship with 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Carpenter, loved friends of us all. 

,. To Mr. Phillip Pearson and his firm "Home Builders" of est Point,T 

Ga., for their work on our building and heating system. 

"To Mr. and ~rs. Cason J. Callaway, of Blue Sprines FAxw, for 
their gift of $400 through the Ida Cason Callaway Foundation, 
which gift enabled us to renovate, repair and refinish our pews. 

"To Mr. Jesse Champion, Mr. Pete King, and Mr. Tom Mann, of 
Builders Supply Co., Chipley, Ga., for their considerations and 
work on our pews. And to Mr. Johnnie Thomason and his men for 
their painting our sanctuary and our pews. 

,\ To Mr. Wm. H. Cotton 8.nd his young people's Sunday School class 
for their raising the necessary money to buy paint for the 
sanctuary. 

T 



"To Mr. Eugene Hargett for his paying the labor cost of painting 
the Sanntuary. 

" To Mr. and s. • W• Smith for their gift of the communion 
table in memory of Emma Maddox Robertson. 

1\ To Mrs. Ii. H. Brittain, Mr. and Mrs. Jim ilbanks, and Mr. R. 
N. Maddox for their gift of the pulpit in memory of Wx. and 
~~s. J. A. Maddox. 

I' To Mrs. John Mark Smith and Mrs. Janie Hargett" for one of the 
pulpit chairs in memory of Dr. and krs. J. L. Sappington. 

\<I	 To Dr. and Mrs. A. J. elchel for their gift of one of the 
pulpit chairs. 

" To Mr. Edwin Hargett for his gift of money for the sanding and 
refinishing of our floors, and his time in supervising the job; 
and the work of Mr. J. H. ~oore of est Po~t, who did the 
sanding and refinishing. 

II	 To the Woman's Society of Christian Service, und.er the leader
ship of Mrs. W. H. Cotton, for their project of carpeting the 
pulpit, around the chancel and. down the center aisle. 

1\ To the Midway B ptist Church for the use of their church wmile 
our church was be ing renovated. 

,L	 Teethe various committees, expecially the women for their prep
arations of rood, and the men for their cleaning of the grounds 
and preparing the tables. 

\\	 To Mrs. J. M. 8mith and Whitesville Community Club for the gift 
of shrubbery do\m the sides of our church. 

~	 To Mr. Kent, director of recreation for Sha t ~tllls, Ala., for 
the public address system. 

" And to all our members and friends who have contributed sub
stantial gifts to the general fund for improvements. 

~From the depth of our hearts pour forth praise and thanksgiving to God 
for what has been acco , lished in His Glor4ious Name. 

~pectfully ~ _ .. , I. _A' / , 

ce~~~"i>~ 
Chipley Methodist Circuit, 
Chipley, Georgia 



HITESVILLE CnU CR IS DEDIC TED BY ISHOP OORE FT R RE OV TION 

(This article appeared in the '. esley n Ch istia dvocate, July 
{ 27, 1950; and in a ilightly changed version on July 9, 1950 ap

peared in the Colu~bus Led er-In uirer.) 

Bishop rthur J. oore reached and led a service of dedication 

at the .'hitesville ethodist Church, on the Chipley Circuit, on Sunday 

eve ing, July 9, at 8:15 p.m. he service of dedication climaxe a 

project of in rovenents and installation of nc\( furnishin conple ted 

durin the prec ding twelve months. The fuitesville .et!odist Church 

,ras org nized sometime bet~ een 18 8 and 1 7, \d th th irst building 

being erected in 1837. The rese t buil in dates from 1 ~~J it has been 

remodeled hree or four times, an the resent con regation has finish-

e a renovation an beautification project amounting to over 6,100. 

Precedin the service of dedication there 'as served a good inner 

on the church r unde at 6: ° p•• 

:t 7 :30 p.m., the first u rterly Conference of the new conference 

year ~as held under the superinten enc 0_ eVe J.S. Thrailkill, of the 

LaGr~~ge istrict. At this meetin~, reports ere heard concerning the 

completed iorpve ..ant proj ect an plans for the year. Ot er churches 

attached to the Chipley Circuit are Chipley, Ho elell and Salem. 

The embers of lhitesvi1le Church have combined several schenes 

for gat erin the 6,100 spent on the improvements. The ladies have 

sponsored suppers, Stanley p rties, p~astic partie ,an have s ld 

Christmas and Occasional Cards. The members pledged e inite amounts 

per month fro the salaries and incomes to the Building undo The 

Building Co~~ittee solicited funds from friends of the c urch, and from 

relatives of members. unday School classes raised money ~ ·th which to 

paint the sanctuar , uh·le a member of the Building COmmittee paid the 

./ painter's labor bill. other meo er of th committee paid ov r 300 
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