
How to Help. 2 ~or.l:11.

of h

. "Yc also helping together by prayer." Parilwas engagrid in.a great
-elJterprise,he wanteu helpers.He was pressinr a gigantic camp'ai~n,he needed
fellow soldiers.He was committed to a colossal task,he seeks fellow laborers.
The task that has elis ieti. all his unmeasured powers' is one that is a 1 toc:et her
worthy.He is not spendinp himself' uselessly.He has committed himself' to' the'
very highest possible.He is seeking to carry out the last command of his
Lord to.dis~ip~e the nations.He is seeing to brin~ about the answer to that
rniJ!h~y. prayer, thy' ki'l1gucml come, thy will be done .And this is the 'dearest iong

.J.ng of the heart of God.l'his is an undertaking wobth the blood of' Christ.And
. it is the ODe big busin~ss of the church of Jesus Christ in the world to-daVe

• <. Paul worked at t'his stuf.)enduous undertakinp' hopefully. He be,:", .
·;,.J.:t'ev.ed that it ,ras possihle of' accomplishment .He believed it because he knew
~~:~-thatGod never so.t us to the doing of tasks that he knew could never be ac
'··~9pmplished. In the lleginninp: when God put this world into t he hands of' a man
"':hi~wordto- him was/'have dominion." At that time he ~vas a lonp.' way f'rom

~:~iQion.He seemed almost at the rear of the possession.Dut all the needed
" aurces'were a't his command.He had all the electr'icity then that he has
dAy~Hehad all the steam power then that he has to-day.The same heavens

ugb.;wh.:lch ~,e fly hung over him.And little by little he learned to use
.Gog."J~put 11 at his disposal t ill to-day he is in some measure ",the

tero,f.:e..ij.l"th ami Bea and air. He has conquered. He has taken possess ion. He
hay:.j.pg\d.~minion.l am sure that inf'initely greater.conquests are ahead of

':,us j b:r~:.,~i;i,'I~1ft(. already h·tiIumplJed beyond our dreams • If' you had said twenty

·.i,.:.J.......•....:e.,.,....l£~./.5!' ..•~...O.~..••'...••.· ..It..•.b.·.·.·... a..·.t.._' .... ".'.Y. r;tpwwe WOUl.d be 1'l.Y. i'!'[!. in ,.comparat ive sa~e~y f'ewwould '.'
;,:J1a.Y'e"cl$el:j',~.,e(L.\Ye have been slow to bell.eve lnour poss'ibi.llt les. .

.. . . ··~~·t~;·).,'tl,)u·:-remember how centurie& ago Deade lus~ roade \fings f'or himse-lf"
Iearus wtbli which they were to fly' home. When they were fitted on and.

g.'~o"~'ij'r~~..i;~~~~r~~r~t~'~~;;.4e~u~~~\n~rthifie \f~~~e~nj h~i:9~i~~~1.~~ld
fall.to pieces. _he warnint was disregarded and the daring young aviator fell ~

~ to i~~~:.death in tbes~a.Man \yas not to look too high. fTe was nfJt t'o expe ettoo
~" lliuell.Ue was ,to take a safe ffllddle . course. .
;;f,' '. . '. .~ If this has been our tendency' in the material realm, it has been

d.ouble so in tbe realm of the spiritual.We haTe been afraid to believe the
great promises that God bas left us.We have been afraid to utilize the
reSQIU'e~S c:t..hat he has placed at his disposal. \',e have not dared topo.,psess
our possessinns .God has cofltnlitted t.n our hands the gigantic task of carry-
inr out his purposes in this world.He has called us to bring the kingdom
·tabe a reality.That means that he has made it possible for us to do exactly

. that great thinll.And our danger is,not that we will fly too highjbut that we
\(il1 fly so low that the dust ,ind dirt will clog our machinery and blind our
v is ion.

Now,l am re ,ioicing that just at this time our two great !,lethod
isms arc settinr themselves to the gre.t task of' carryIng out the commands
of our uor-d with a seT'ioLlsness and ea~estness that we have neTerknown
before .ile arc seoking to enr"oll .thousands of intercessors and tithers. We
are secking new,lliissloneries and preachers.We are seeking a new and fuller
service.'le are seeking',millions 01' money to be put at the sisposal of our

.Lord.1he movement is well timed.Peace has just come.Many have looked upon
tbe comin!! of peaee as the panieea for all ills.Many have thong:ht that it
would bring Utopia .:"iany have dreamed .. tha t with the laying down of onr arms
the :'1ew .Jc~ru:,;alern wOi-ild come at once down to rnen.But that is destined to
prove a vain hape.~n the contrary we are going to find more of restlessness
and dlsatisfa'btionin the days that are just ahead than in the clays ·that are
,1ust be!lind.. 'rho fu~uI'e is {:':oing to be f'ull 9.f disappointment and disillusion
ment and aanp:er.A t<light y, spiritual J Christ-led Church is going to ,be n.3eded
in the near tomorrow a~ almost neyer before.Such a church,I believe,God is
~oing to.proYide for himsolf throl1j:h the Centenery MOTement.
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And so paul calls upon these Corithian salnts to help by prayer.

But Paul, tllCY live in a most oorrupt citJ'. I know, but they ean pray.But many fJ
of them are irnorant.I know,b~t they can~pray.But some or them arc down

~ trodaen slaves.~ knO\v It.,sayslPaul,llUt they can pray.But they cant sing,
some of' them.They can't prcaeh~lbey oantt teaoh.~ know,but there is not
one but can pray How ~jnrJ.errul. t,hat the e:r.eat.. est ll1eatl~ "of helpinr that even
Christ has eYer'~~en DF e ~o alScover nag been put alike into the hands of'

,
~ow, you are rnembers of the Church. YOU' are commit ted to the task

to iyhich the church committed ~You have accepted the Lordship of .Jesus. What
is to be your attitude toward his plan of world oonquest? What are you ~o

ing to do with this :.tan tha't seeks to malw Christm the universal ltin~.
There will be those who will oppose it.There will be those who will thi~k

that they are~oing enough by keeping up their own home church.Whenever a
church begins ·to oonfine its interests *ithin its own f'our walls that church
is already.on thel,ay to the cemetery and deserves tbat tbe nrocession move
lively.~o church can lives stm~ly for itself.

Then there are those who \\ ill simply be indifferent. They will
only stana. "m the side line and look.Possibly they will contribute a little

"'eriticism.TIut the enterp.rise will rise and rush and sweep like a mountain
tOI"rel,lt and they will lie high and dry like an elevated piece or drift wood
and will never know-the thrill and the joy o:f havinp' a part in it.

.... nut thore are those who will .1oin the :fine comradship to whi.c h

aM! :.1,..3 sUllwoninr Haih the text, they will become helpers. ttl'e also help
~lsn't that a fine word,helping.Unless we have utterly spoiled ourselves
~.#llwant to help.lt. is an instinct, or humanity.Did you ever not ice how

eBlsr your little child is to help when there is a task tp be done ahout
thehouse.How often have you allowed him to be in the way as you were lift

""f!,~~~J~jlJU~tf11n.g becaul3e Jou sawtJle passion to help was upon him and you·
"JM)t.iwant to disappoint him.We want to help.We want to bless."'fake use." .... It
me. ..

Paul not. only SU.J1llll0!lS them to the high task of helping,but he
Ml~,rifJ'AW',theJt.may help •.Nou,.there are ItIany ways in whch.~e, Blar help
"f"~at task tha,t oonfronts the church.There are many ways'-Tn:' ",heh we

,.f.ijthe bringing in of the kingdom. But I want to speaJ{ to you
';'~l:lt)';\1~~pOn .tha t Paul J'ecoUJIUends. I s pealco:f" it because, f'irst, I

•. inlrit is the'most mighty that was eve}' put into h'lman hands. Ye also

.......'101.~";,".I,';j·,·~~~~~r:t!ri~~e~~:~;:e.;~:r;~~:~~~~;~~~ is a J!lea~~ . of' do inr"~~~~-~-';.
Jesus Ohrist thought so.He belleved it so strongly that be gave the best
cnerg:,"of his earthly life to just that task.His real battles in this world
were ppayer battles.Whenever you see the face 01' Christ in the ~rowd it is
a face :full of peace and ca.lm.JIe is never disturhed, never perplexed, never,
teUlp'est tossed are wOl'ri'ctLBut alone in llrayer we find con:fliet .He does
not sweat .when he raises the dead.He sweats when he wrestles in prayer.iTe
;igesnot\l'eep .as he opens blind eyes .nut he prays with strong' crying and
tears.Yes, his bir battles here were prayer battles.And now that he has
gone up int~ glory.And now that all authurity in heaven and in earth is
committed to him he still yives himself' to the task of intercession.Christ
bel~eves that prayer helps.

And this was the belief of Paul.He never wDote to but one
church and thai trle hackslidden ohur.ch of' Galatia that he ,did not ask
thelir, pra~,"er.He helieved thut the prayer of' tile most lowly slave could
help to anoint his ~ips wfth gr~ce andl'0w~r.Peterbelieved tha,t prayer
belped."esley believed itj.dladstone believed it. Lincoln believed it.Our
President be lieves it .lha great ge'nerals that won the war helieve it.Yes,
there are millions to-day who really,vitally believe that prayer helps. 'fbey
believe it not as a theory simplp.They believe it,because thay beve tried
it.If you want to be convinooil that prayer helps WI; I have a test that will
prove it beyond a peradventure.Pray.'l'hat \yill oonvince you jnst as sure as
God lives.
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n.'iU1QOVer..L am God. will givo me the key to bis eternal treasure house "~';"•..•l'."'.•••

;she gave ~t to raul lflwill only pay the price.lIere is a wea-pon •
an.wield without wealth,wltbout eloqueneerwithou learnin~,without health.
1",., ~s a help, an infinite help. .

In what way doe~ prayer help.~irst,it helps the man who prays. ~
a man who dOllhts it? If everyone who knew that to'be true wonld
at-once it wOHld boom likeu cannonade and shake like an earthlluake.

men would fall from the lips of kings.It wOllls also tremble u""on the
. of a milLion faded and fadin;!?' grandmothers.My mother would say amen. Yot..tr
er would say it.They have tried it when the rain was on the roof ~nd the
~2w~~ {'ull of tempest .They have tried it when hands shey loved were ~row
colel and pulse were ,etti:ng still.They knsw that prayer helps.

But how does pra~er helIJ• ..L tell you.Prayer makes God a reaiity.
you have been so long prayerless that you God is a dream God.
be csoems afar from you to-day. I wonder if the only proof you i

reality is when you see bis f'gat prints in the rocks are amnn,;
wonder if'. you rind 111m only in the round world and the blue

the living air and not in the heart of' man. What do you need more to
~lla new sense of God .!iia you ever know the' joy of an answered prayer?
~a.s the joy of it'f Not so wuch that you ha'd got what you siught.Tbe big
~<(.-}~ta:t it wade uod real to you. When I go away 1 always try to bring
~;cS~JJnething ,rhen 1 return.lhlt. I do Dot· expect the joy of my homecoming

'locked in· the present. ,
, .Yes,praye,r makes· God real.You are feverish and tossed and rest

,p.ee4;.tt..i;.s touch.Prayer would help you.It ,yas prayer that made Paul
,t.)j~,;nid.stoi· the storm. He had a sense of' God. The night bet'ore Peter'
"ecuteu he slept· inthopris6n in his eha.Jias .How did be do it.

).<J;·~l.J.rp:ttgflt him a sense of God •..ij~n.iel lias at !"est amon,; the' Ii-ons.
Prayer baa brought him u. sense of'God ...l saw my mother shout in tbe

~~'~'.'~~"~•.'~"'.~'r;:.~,'~.' .' ...•.. ,. . •... ·u.i..···~':'..s;n~.....-ko. _arl-td:;,'b};;,;;I'"f ".t: ,,~~M~U~iI~~ ...,;}~.,'"~:,·~~vG"'"'~~~,~
Sense 0 ud •.Prayermakes ('od. real to you. - .

Prayer brings you into sympathy with the plans and purposes or
Hoti'~fl,uf men who see through G.od' s eyes are the Illen who pray. Why does that
.~f~igl'j;ng mu.n yonder in ~cotland say, ,ive me or I die. He has come to share

:;tll' 'tllepassion of' Ghri~t.i1hat ia the se~I'et of Hrainerd,of Carey,of all
,:thle meo "'ho have entered into God's nlans. They aere praying men, HI all
·.fthem.lt is as they minister to the Lord,th.at is as they pray that the
'ii()!y Ghost ~ives orders for the sending :forth of the first m lvioneries •
PraYGr brings us into sympathy with the mind and pllIrpose of God.

~. Prayer hrin(s power.£he Spirit is given in answer to prayer.
rt'~.,.·.... It i~ the. well worn patt' to spiritual greatt;less.As J. esus prayed the fashion
,af' hl.s countenanee was al tered .He wa trans:f~gured •.And I haTe seen t-rans-
",figured faces and transf'igured lives that haTe resulted from prayer .Belle.
[.. Yes,Prayer helps the man ~vho prays •And. in helping him it helps 'the world.
i,{lQr tIle first ste}) in doing more to save the \'iorld is. in being mf)r~.Chri\t~.
"said 1 iH"ay not for the world, but for them.But the end soul~ht in hlS praye.:r.
twas that :the world miLht believe. . .
~ Hut prayer helps oth.rs.~here is no greater service you can
f'l'enJer a t'riend than to really pray for him.More things are 'irou,!:ht by
jprayer than this world dreams of' .Let thy Tolce rise like a :fountain ete.
~. Is your friend unsaved.? You can he,lp him by prayer. I nave seen it tried.
~:A.l·e more workers neeliell? Goll wll1 raise them up in answer to prayer.When
''',be looked upon the illultitude that hacl no#r shepherd he said pray ye.God

sends laborers,toilers,men who give themselTes without stint,in anS\fer til)
'1,rayer. Where do we get our mise';; 10neries ,where do we {!et our preachers ,as a
'rule'l itrom homes and church·tlH,Lt are vital and wa!"w throur;h prayer.

. Thon prayer brings the bleBsin~ af God upon the laborer.lf
..yQU want your prea:.hcr to be a mun who ..ill b{~ to you and to the ehureh

and to the c,?nllllunity a blessing unspea,kable,pray t'or him. You can do nothin
crg-rea tel' or. h .lgher .If yrJU want i;od i ssold.i .' . ~

er~ to triumph anywh .
~ ere,





All AMAZ ING BOAST

Hence, I never lose neart. II. Corinthians 4:16 (Moffat)

"I never lose heart." It is not ne-oossary to define that word •

. We all know what it is to lose heart, both from our own experience

and from that of others. When a boy we had a neighbor, Zan Pigg by

name, who eked out a meager existence on a little hillside farm at

the head of \\'hi te Oa.k Craele. Though Zan could calculate interest

with the accuracy of a computer, he could neither read nor write.

Zan explained the tragedy of his ignorance in these words: "I

went to school for three days but I just couldn't get the blank

stuff in my head". There you have it. Zan had failed because he lost

heart.

Part I

Why does this boast of St. Paul amaze us?

1. It amazes UB because losing heart is so nearly universal. All

sorts and conditions of men lose heart. It is the experience of the

dull and stupid. They don't know any better. Some time ago I read

of a moron Who spent all his tir.ae spinning tops. The wise author
t;; ~

said that there were days When this dull worker went~ With a

sense of defeat because his top had failed to spin aright.

But if the stupid lose heart, so do the wise and understandin?_,

They know so much to lose heart about. The man Who calls himself

the Preacher in Ecclesiastes holds a secure place among the intelli

gentsia. But that fact did not keep him from losing heart. Accord-

ing to his own confession it made hiM the more hopeless. In spite

of his great gifts, he looks with dull-eyed pessimism at his utterly

crooked situation declaring that it can never be made straight.

Weaklings lose heart. It would be hard to find anyone Who does

not sometime look toward the heights and long to climb. These often

/
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make a beginning but fail to arrive because they lose heart. That

scribe who came to Jesus with such charming enthusiasm, when ~iven

to understand that discipleship might make him more homeless than

the foxes and more destitute than the birds, so completely lost

heart that we hear of him no more.

ours is not a day of radiant hope.

Too often we are most keenly disappointed in ourselves. Life

hasn't worked out for us as we dreamed that it would. Some who

is called upon to sit at the feet of the stl~entB. Naturally these

youths are desperately disappointed in parents and teachers. Surely

quit. Parents are disappointed in their children. The rebellion of

youth is world \vide. In our colleges and univers i ties the faculty

and wives are so disappointed in each other that they are ready to

Then we lose heart over all sorts of things. There seems

our own nation, about our schools, about our homes. Many husbands

But the strong also lOBe Ileart. One day I came upon a man Who

was tearfUlly tellin~ God that he himself was the only good man in

the world and that he hoped he would not be in the world long.

What was the matter with Elijah? Certainly he was no weakling. On

the contrary he seemed made of reinforced concrete. He had even

shoulder of a tottering nation and so steadied it as to save it from

disaster. i'1hat is wrong with EliJah? He has lost heart.

dared to defy Jezebel. He had also put his mighty hand on the

. nothing too big or too little to cause us to lose heart. We are de

pressed as we loolt at our present world. We are faint hearted about

became rnernbera of the Church with high hopes, confess bitter disap

pointment. Ma.ny in the pew have lost heart about the pulpit. ~

~ne-~-p4t. Sadder still the pulpit seems to have~

.......~~~~~5i~&$~~~~
I
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How did he manage?

2. If Paul amazes us because his claim is so nearly unique, he

also amazes us because of its importance. In never losing heart,

Paul is claiming a treasure that is a fundamental necessity. I

dare say that more people fail in every kind of human endeavor from

losing heart than from any other cause. If \Ve keep a stout neart,

victory may be possible in the most unfavorable circumstances. But

if we lose heart, defeat is sure whatever our cricumstances.

This is the case for a variety of reasons. FirGt, losing heart

slows us down. It mnlees us walle '1vith lagging steps. I wa.s driVing

the other day and my car came to a slow stop. There was nothing

wrong with the ~achinery. It had simply run out of power. To

lose heart is to lose driving power.

Then losing heart is a killjoy. A discouraged man is a

wretched man. "The joy of the Lord is our strength." Joy helps

us to keep going. That is vastly important. Sometimes this loss

of joy becomes so oppresive that we fling out of life altogether.

Looking one yesterday into the face of a suicide I questioned in

my heart, "Why did you qui t before the Whistle blew?" ~ answer

from his dumb lips was this, "I lost heart".

To lose heart is to change from an asset to a. liability. On

board a storm battered little mercha.nt vessel of the long ago, the~e

were 376 men. Of these" 275 had lost heart. One Who was present

wri tes, "All nope that we should be saved wa.s taken away". But

one man stood up with a courage born of faith and shouted, "Be of

good Cheer". So what? His courage was so grandly contagious tha.t

he saved every man on board".

But if cotrrage is contagious, 80 is cowardice. Chicken Litt~m
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in that very wise and silly story, was no great personality. But

she was so obsessed by panic that she was able to stampede every

fowl in the barnyard. So contagious was her cowardice that she

ushered every meMber of her fear-filled company into the pantry of

Mr. Fox~ Lox. To lose heart is to become a liability.

Part II

But if Paul kept a stout heart, how did ne do it? Naturally he

did it not s imply because of, but also in spite of. WIla t were Borne

of the foes he had to face?

1. He was pitted against a hard day. Every day is difficult.

But Paul's day was conspicously so. This keen-eyed man was not

blind~ to the grim ugliness of his world. At times he sounds like

the rankest of pessimists. In the first chapter of his letter to

the Romans, for instance, he gives a glimpse of the rotten and

'rotting society of his day. The sight was so ugly that three times

over he affirms of these depraved 80ulB, "God gave them up".

It is not eaBy to be optimistic in our day. In some areas we

have Made amazing progress. Yet a glance at the newspaper any

morning tends to talee the heart out of us. Ours is the day of the

"new moralityl'. But the horror of this new morality is that it is

impossible to distinguish its order from that of the old immorality

which yesterday flung whole nations onto the cinder pile of burnt-out

and bla.sted things. Such has been its uplift that our crims rate

is appalling. And more appalling still, 48~ of those arrested for

major crimes in 1961f-\vere under eighteen.

Ours is also a day in which many confess their loss of faith

seemingly with gleeful boldness. How amazing is the fact that when

one displays for the millionth time that slick old chestnut,
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fingered by countless centures, "God is dead II , so many seem to

accept it as a n~w revelation. After the manner of the angels of

the long ago they shout to all b~wildered souls "Behold I bring you

. glad tidings of great joy. God is dead ll
• Inde~d we too are pitted

against a difficult time.

2. Paul refused to lose heart in spi te of opposi tion, in spite

of the bitter~st of criticism. Not only so, but this opposition

broke into violence again and again. Look at this bit from his

diary. "Ftve tir1es I have received at the hands of the Jews forty

lashes less one. Three times I have been beaten with rods. Once

I was stoned. Three t iraes Ilave I been ship\vrecked; a night and a

day I ha.ve been adrift at sea; on fre4uent journeys •..• Through

Knocked down, but
~~~~

many a 8le~plesB night and hunger and thirst.

never knock~d out. II ~ -ze.......;.~ ?a., ...~
-~ a--.-~~~,

3. Paul kept hea.rt in spite of physical handicaps. He had a

thorn in the flesh. What tha.t thorn was we do not lmo\v. Per haps

it was epilepsy. Think of th~ embarrass,ent of pr~achin~ a

Christ of infinite power and being gripped by a seizure even during

such a sermon.

Added to Ilis sickness lias the handicap of th~ calendar. Paul

sneaks of himself as IlPaul tIle aged ll
• Now While I do not look upon

old age With the slightest horror, I hasten to confess that the

years, while giving us much if we are Willing t) accept, also take

something from us. "Maintain the spiri tual glo'tv, II urges Paul.

Certainly, since that is necessary to our highest usefulness. But

SUCh is not so easy when one is old. Yet Paul the sick and aged

de clares II I never lose 11eEtrt II •
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4. He refused to lose heart in spite of failure. Paul had many

amaz ing 1Tictories, but he did no t win every battle. II I read wi th

keen interest your letters to Corinth and also tnat thank-you note

to the Church at Philippi, II I said to him one day. ilBut I failed

to find one letter in which I am especially interested, that is the

one to the Churdh at Athens ll
•

"There is no SUCll letter, II Paul answered sadly. "I went to

that intellectual capital with high hopes. I especially sought to

appeal to the intelligentsia. But While there was some fruit~ it
"I

VlA-S so mea~er ttV.1t no Church was established.

But Paul's greatest failure was with his own people. The fact

that he had been such a strict and zealolls Jew perhaps led him to
~~

believe that he would be especially fitted to re¥Lch;ittre Jews.' But

that was not the case. Generally they rejected both him and his

-message. This so broke his heart that he tells us frankly that he

sometimes caught hiMself Wishing that he might become accursed from

God for his brethren, his kinsmen according to the flesh. But in

spi te of all he declared, III never lose heart".

Part III
~t~l

Then ftbOv:B-ftoJd- Paul did not lose heart because of.~~? •

1. He had a genuine and growing experience of God. He declared

tho. t the same God Who had said in the beginning, "Let there be

light,1I had shined into how own heart "to give the light of knowledge

of the glory of God in the face of Ohrist". This tremendouwex-
~ t--,~ n:.-.---tJ.-~ 1?:-----~..R< . ..... t;;- ;p~~

. perienceybecaMe a growing experience. "Rise and stand upon thy

feet for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose to make thee a

minister and a witness both to these things which thou hast seen
(I'(~~:>-c: I,)

and of those things in which I will anpear unto thee.l!-- Paul was

constantly passing from "these tnings ll to IIthose things". He was

lJ
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heartened by a vivid and growing experience of God through Christ.

2. Paul kept up heart because he was be ing constantl~T renewed and
r

reinforced. "Though our outward nature is wasting Etway, our inner

. nature is being renewed every day." Paul had learned both to ~ive,

and wnat is eCJ.ually important, to recei'Te. Having given all to God,

he was constantly receiving from God.

Thus it was not the blizzard that killed him.

to reach home.

final word, evenjaj:>out his own rebellious people, is this, IIS 0
" L(( M--- U,' .1. C; )

Israel~ be savedll,y Was he right or wrong? That remains to

horne. At last in utter exhaustion he fell on his face for his

final sleep. \1heni:;;h:;~nd his frozen body next day~ out
~~~

stretched hand was only three or four feet frornV-his own door.

3. Finally Paul refused to 10S6 heart because he was sure of
~~

victory. He was ~ that he was not fighting a losing fight.

be seen. But he was the stronger and br~wer for believing it.
M. \.A 6ru<-~ i:::f;..

Years ago in the middle ~es~ a fa.ther wasyOvertaken by a
w-e:-y {LJ... t.-...£r f-.- e. L< Q.~

blinding blizzard. ,[j'or desperate hours he fought his I Vffl.>S toward

Sometimes God sent this reinforcement through human hands.

When Paultf~iT1self suspected and rejected by the saints of~
O-d~~ ~L--6i-' ~ -z:t..-...~ ~ ~~ LeL-. ~.~ '- _.

Barnab~/Game. to .....Q...-irn a.~ son of encouragement. v Then Paul was \
C~ ( S> 1t-~v

constantly being reinforced directly by the Power of God.l '"lhis

ft~~ly through prayer. It was Jesus Who said "Men ought always .~

to pray and never lose heart". He Was sure that praver. and losing f ~ l
heart were never long-time roommates. To this Isaiah Ilttsrs a l.fj. f
firM "Amen lot "E'Ten youths shall faint and be weary. and young men _t:::

n
.r

shall fall exhausted; but they that wai t for the Lord shall renerv _~ .. ~

their strength." Paul kept heart througrl daily renewal.

iT
f~ g

'-- 0 f
H~
f~~){
~lf,(b

He lost heart. If ~T ~(
we by the grace of Clod defeat -;his t--e-- we are absolutely Bure ~
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Why were they so surprisedithat th~king was wearing sack cloth!
k f{J I ~ G-~A-<-/l- (j~-L

I,wt,.;;.aift c:rPOll 'f'ffS="-'f':Ee"it:A.? ~'"1hey were surprised because of wh6~
~lt..d't.ec.~t»'~~ ~-t: /-~_."-

was. They thought.rft'B'" a king ,hel/was lifted"' above their ills. He
~ n-t--f-~/ 1-z:L-...~,

1 i ved in a palace ,8"!\\iv1;fte.y were 1 iving in hovels. He-'iloeals tl AS) had
~f.."

plenty to eat,antt they were starving. He VYas of Feral blood, 'and

~ev~·peya-rty. They did not feel that one so

highly placed in power and position could suffer e¥ee as they suffered.
&\.l...e.

They forgot Hat lie sometImes~ that '\1M- are ~ human. That
~~L'~

however n.i.ga ~. we man be, he" e'{ep ;},efty ott%' JH~l!Ji"tta!I, -afld how-

ever great our wealth, hOlf ever much we may sllrraund oarBel'¥e8'~

~ ~ *~
~y~ance, there is no;renclng out~eartac~~~~~erybody has his own
~~~a..~ (}.n:A-. ~ .a-y7~
- bit of sack cloth. y-Zhis kingy~. ib.ese peop' e 010 not l'eal:-!ze

tha:t..-ha---Was as h~~n as they themee] yes; t:Q&-e tl- one priGk8~he

w'E&-Qld ..aleed; that if one "Sroke his heart he WOll] d sob. r~ were

~ed beoause of 'lvho it 'Nas that waB 'Reaping the sack G1Q-.th.
--(,kd

~ :]:., Sere nd ltiey were surprised because.,.up to this time he had

hidden his sack cloth. Why he hid it, we are not told. I think we

can easily guess. He hid it because he did not wish to add to the

burden of his already heartbroken people. They were SUffering enough

without being made to enter into his Buffering. And BO in order to

keep up their morale, in order to ma.ke their load a little lighter,

he hid his sack cloth Within upon hiB flesh. He never reminded them

When they were Whining or complaining or finding fault that he himself

might be SUffering with and for them. He wore his sack cloth out of

sight.

Now there is something fine about that. W. There is a certain

type of~~..~ who delights in displaying his sack cloth. It

(
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is a bit childish. I was raised on a backWoods farm.lor about half of

the year it was my privilege to go bare footed. It has been worth

much to me, I ttink, across the years. My feet are still as good as

I toughened them ~ by this processJ~f using
4J$-' ~

tt,J,b~'iill&...a~~QQ~t1'l::1'rfetflRi~e:L.1J.Jo:l:nOleL~i.Dn~J,Q~y~y:tCQll)lJ1P~e~;.e.;a.;~s1 Now t his go ing bare f 0 0 t tB

Sometimes I would have a stone bruise.

Always I would be stubbing some particular toe. That stubbed toe was

not an asset, except in times of crisis.

Some days when we would have company and I felt that the con
.--J-~/l. J <.. IJ

versation was la.gging .B8m8walirt, I could always bring back a lUtle'ilife
-4r

by displaying my ...g~.Q'ei~~&ping. !-eettle. ehe'V'ta& gues-.ts my wounded

toe. That woula break the motony and start the conversation off in
"1-4-,-(

a new vein. 1:.&a,ter on I M:tf!i?jf'ft. that alltto ~ no longer :Aa4l ..stubbed~oes p

A $0
,?ut I soon had the privilege of an operation, t.S-Q, Qf eauTee, across

the years I have BBBK still been able to r~ke more or less conversation

by a display, verbally at least, of my woundl
~

Now displaying my weunied toe was not so bad, because I was a

child. But it doee become a bit pathetic if we keep it up. I have

known a ~ invalids Whose lives were sweet and beautiful with the~~l

beauty of the Lord. Then I have known~ others who were as

intensely 8tlff~ e&selfish as any gambler at Monte Oarlo. Their

one claim to distinction seemed to be that they suffered more than
~ U2LA... ~ t.L...... ~~

anybody else. Any indication that ~ey~w&Fe not tee gTeatest ettfferems
~~ --ff ~L

:i:-ft-.-the· ;;eMd met With resentment .. A bright young chaprsaid to one

such, in my congregation,' eBe ear, "You are lOOki~ll this
rzt- ~L 7/....-~ ~ tLt...~ .~~ ~

(!of morning u. *tid it was'( an insuly'" 8.fm eaid, II ~el tel l' ible. II

( ~~ ~ ~~ GtM-~; ;:=:;;;:o<-.~ -L~ \
'there are- th088 Who l-ove ~~ s lEt ffoO:tns-. i'ax ..
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But there are others, thank God, who hide their own sorrows

for the sake of others. They will not bid for sympathy. They will not

tell how harshly life has treated them. I have even known public

speakers to fall into this vile habit, to begin a speech,for instance,

by telling what a tooth ache they had last night, or how the baby

kept them awake, or how some other evil fell upon them.;. And it does

two things. They are saying fir st of all, don't expect anything. If

you came out expecting me to say anything you are going to be dis

appointed. A second thing it meant was pity me. I am worthy of pity.

Be sorry for me. There is something cowardly and childish about

that. And yet there is an element of that in almost all of us. This

king would not add to the burden of others by calling on them to

earry his. He a-dld not say to them, "don't you talk about your

suffering. You're not the only one,that suffers." He was one of
. souls

thosehl'la.!llIKB. that we meet from time to time, one of those 'bearts that

break and give no sign save tightening lips and wfiitening jresses:f 

They were amazed when they saw the sack cloth because he had never
~~~J~nrtrLYoa:ett it.

~3 1 "';lr'ird~y were amazed because up to this time it would seem that

he had given them no offering of bread. That he had let them satisfy

their hunger as best they might. This he had done in all probability

because it was the best he could do. He was as poverty stricken as

themselves. And so because he had not made them any material

gifts, because he had not satisfeed their hunger for bread, they no

long'er expected any help from him. They thought that his refusal to

help them was possibly because he was not greatly concerned. ~ Qe

~9\:%ld ~p 'them -t'f he caretl"EmO'tl~--bu:t he G imply diet nQ'"'t-- oare eaeugh.



And now they saw this badge of care within upon his flesh, that he

was wearing BEl.cL. c.loth. And they said that in spite of the fact that

he has given us no material food, yet he does care.

Part III----I1. J ..J. r ,J"'A --r-.J- J. __
wx..C7I..... i#jp-o-r- 2 "'-1.-~ (lA...t tJ- ?U r
Wha~ this sight of the sack cloth~~ ~r these people? Well,

J

it still did not gi,re them a crumb of bread. After they had seen
~~

that sackcloth, hunger still gnawed like a~at at the pit of %KBix

every em,ty stomach. And yet the king bad fed them with another kind

of food. There is~a hunger that is not of the belly kind that is
I( ~

banished by bacon and beans. There is a hunger of the~ There

is a hunger that is satisfied by having somebody stand with you who
rL.t.-ct-

has an understanding ~.'

As they looked upon this hidden sack cloth they became sure for

the first tiMe that their king really did caret~at he was suffering

wi th and for them. T.fia'5 l.lie -fa:±iure- to"~··trei:'p-ma-te-~-l-l-y:-wa.s.-n.a.t-b.orn

~ iBteretrt-;-o:r-·--the---l-&e-lf.-..-&f-·G~hy. That was in itself a

lift. That was the very bread of life for their hungry hearts.

Lowell had the idea when he pictured his highly placed knight

going in search of the Holy Grail. There was only one blot on the
.t.rz:a. ~.. ~~"-!--~~ a. ~ <$... ~ p f)~

landscape, and that was an old lepros beggar~hat asled him for -a---r'
~n. The knight did not spurn him. He did not spit upon. him. He

did not say "I have no money to throwaway". Instead he gave h·im a
I(

coin that would have passed as legal tender anyWhere, real gold. But

the beggar left the coin in the dust. ~Better to me the poor manls

crust, 'jhoughJ he turned me empty from his door." He gave at x•• only the

material. There was no heart in his gift. It is the gift with heart

in it that counts.""'-That is what made the deed of Mary so priceless

and so eternally beautiful. Jesus is being given a feast in the home
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~. Among those present were his intimate
··~.:;Z:~.J.-(_~

Martha, that greatest of all wei~P688e&,is superintending

the feast. Mary, who has no skill in such matters, feels shut out.

But her heart is too fullnot to have a part and she hurries away to

bring the one treasure, a bottle of priceless r.erfume. And she breaks

that bottle and pours the contents upon the head of this Lord, to the

utter indignation of His disciples who find an expression of their

resentment in the words of Judas, "This wa.s a waste, It might have
.....

been sold for three hundred dollars a.nd the ftt,iit:;PIf:J.s gi'\ren to the
If'

poor". What was the matter with Judas? He had no scales for weighin8

such delicate wealth. He knew no way of helping except through

material gifts; through ~.terial bread, and material clothing. But

Jesus said it was no waste, that to him it was priceless, that it was

so beautiful that Mary would walk,in a sense hand and hand with Him,

through all the centuries, that what she had done would never by for-

gotten because she had given a gift that .beRida..d Him to the cross and

Not only

something for the people,

I am sure that he received

seeking to help, aHd these
.........--t

~~~~~ the burdens of others, he

made the burden of cricifi&tion less hellish and less bitter.
:JlL '

more from it even than those

but it did something for the

lffiom he wae 8eeldng ttl tTerve.

did this ~~10Il of the sack

;.,

it the

on our brother's

ve~n relieved of

did not find his own burden morecrushing.

lighter. That is always the case. If we

burden, we fmnd XKax n that

our own.

That beautiful story of the chap that was hot and restless and

he was out in search of the lovely little blossom called Heart's Ease.

He searched for it diligently, but he went down a dirt road hopefully
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but he soon barked his shins on the other man's burden, and so he

turned and travelled another road. And again he came to that objection

able obstacleR, his brother's burden. This he did for days until by

and by in sheer despe ra t ion he said J II I am going to continue this road

and that I may cant inue it I at going to lift my brother' burden. II

And low as he lifted it, to his utter amazement, he found right

where that burden had rested the lovely blossom which he sought, the

blossom of Heart's Ease.

One OfXRX Gur ~~oets found that in his own experience.

How often, of how often in the days that had gone
by

Had I stood on the bridge at midnight and gazed on
thewave and sky.

1-/0...,. Of ten, oh how often had I wished that the ebbing tide
Would bear me away on its bas om o'er the oc ean w1ciB wi Id
jI-,'I-- a.nd wid e.
~ my heart was hot and restless and life was full

of care,
And the burden that lay upon me seemed greater than

I could bear,
But now it has fallen from me, it lies buried in the

sea,
And only the sorrOWB of others cast a shadow over me.

How had this man got rid of his burden? Not~hrowing it down and

then taking up the burden of his brother. It was the other way:¥: ••

around. As he took up the burden of his brother, hie own fell i;:f the

sea. As we dry the tears of another, it is amazirg how our own cheeks

lose their painful rain. As we undertake to heal the wounds of

another, it is amazing how our own cease to bleed.

{Years ago I read thig story. A gentleman said he watched a little

company aming out from the mud and blow of the trenches in the

FilSt World War. They had been in it a long time, longer than was

expected of them. So now they were utterly exhausted. He said there

wasn't a Bound among them ae they struggled through the mud, except



"'. An Amazing Discovery Page 9

the sloshing of the mud about their feet. But by and by there was a

change as some man in the distance began to sing, and he had a fine

lilting voice. And he said III was curious to see Who it was that was,
sigging when everybody else was silent. II And he said, ~I moved down

the line until I got sight of him. A.nd there he was. He was carrying

his own soldier's kit and also the kit of his comrade whom he assisted:

now and then. In addition he had draped about Kim his neck a half

starved yellow dog that he was carrying out to give a chance. All

others were utterly silent. The one man who sang was the mBB m~- Who

was carrying the heaviest load.~

This king who wore his hidden sack cloth was stronger and better
Though

himself because he was sharing the suffering of his people. ~B. this

old story may Beem ancient beyond your interest, it E~I%aXBK tells

an event, of course, that never occurred but this once. Yet there is

a sense in which it is not ancient at all. It is more modern and up

to date than the last newscast to Which you listened. It is some

thing that is taking place in our day. ~sa"se,~ these ancient people,

we are all under seige. We are all shut in by some kind of foe. The

foe that haunts me and dogs my HX. steps, may not be the one that's

dogging yours. But we are all hampered. We are all hungry of heart.
~ ~ I:~~'.i ru~~~
It's a significant fact that possibly the best known English

Psychiatrist, in telling the reason for his paying us a visit, stated

it this way. "They are the most wealthy people in the world, the best

fixed financially, and physically, and yet the most perplexed and

worried, and the most unha.ppy." We a.re under seige by a sense of

Godlessness, and the anXiety and the weakliness, and the sense of

th~~rted purpose that comes with a loss of religious faith.
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:Hence I never lOBe henrt. "]l. Corinth1anA 4:16 (Moffat)
. L i t70 ~IJ
J~~~,

v1t 18 not necesaary to define that word. We all know what it

is to 10S8 heart. both from our own experienoe and from that of

others. ,Vhen a boy we had a neighbor, Zan ~igg by llane. who eked

out a meager ftxintenoe on a little hillside farm at the head of

White Oak Oreek. Though ~an could caloulate interest with the

accuraoy of a computer. he could neither read nor write. Zan 8X

plained the tragedy of h ia ignoranoe in these words: II I 17ent to

sohool for three days but I just couldn't ?et the blank stuff in my

head ll
• There you tutve it. ~a.n had tailed because he lost heart.

Part I

-lVh3r doeB thia boast of fit. Paul nmaze us?

1. It amazes U8 because losing heart is 60 nearly universal. hll

Borts and conditiono of men lose heart. It in the exper1ence of the

dull and atupid. They don't know any better. Some tiMe ago I read

of 8. moron who spent all h1e tiMe sp1nntng tops. The wiRe aathor

said that there were days when th1e dull workor went homp. with a

senae of defeat afttl f8::i:lttre becau88 his to? had failed to soin ari'!ht.

But if tne stupid 10s8 heart. so do the wise and understnnding.

They know 60 Much to lose heart about. The ~an who cnlle h1mAelf

the Preacher in Ecclesiastes holds a secure pl~ce among the 1ntelli

gentsi'!!. But that fact did not keep him from losing heart. Accord

i~ to hie own confeBsion, it Made him the More hopeless. In spite

of h1s great gifts. he looks- 'with dUll-eyed pessimism at his utterly

crooked situation declarin~ that it can never bR made straiv;ht.

Weaklings lose heart. It would be tmrd to find anyone who does

not sometime look toward the heights and lOI~ to cliMb. These often

mak~ ~ be~1nnlng but fa11 to arrive because they lonft heart. That
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experience. It is also

that When he prayed the

years. It is also

Ours is a day When pessimism

elders alone.

f middle life. The prophet knew

work in the midst of the

in life's green spring.

not the burden of the

r number, I dare say one would

find more Who have lost eart that ar still on the sunny side of

twenty than on the sh dy side of eighty. All Borts of condition of

men lost heart.?

Then we lose h~t ~l Borts of things.

too big or too little~r us to lose heart ~.

~~..., ...A-

There is nothing

We are depressed as

If we learnt

Some Who

Paul kept up heart both because of and in spite of.

hasn't worked out for us as we dreamed that it would. '1:'
became me mbere ,2f the Chur ch with h 1$h_~'.'-9ee, confeB B bitt Br d iBap- j,

~.~ -f....~ ~~~"- Sil<f--~..!,*.sc....,u...,... ~ ~
pointment.,,,.'""the .~~:~ lo~eart.r This is.... al.ao4eoo-fun true ,.~( ~

of the pulpit. T"e~e -;I",/ miniBtBrB _ no longer believe in the ttL"
worth of preaching. ~ have forgotten that in the New Testament ~~ ~
preaching and Belvat i on I\re related to Baoll -other aB caUB e and effecJ1: f" ~
~ ~L,~ ~~~~~~ ~ -d.! ~
T~akB ~riBe ~~~Bnc>1ffilflg~e-re--common-tnour I to-J' 1

day- thatr!~oopeB. 1ith~~'-:;:~.~mendOUB1Y honeBt 1[.."..)
~neBt~~d a.Bertlo",. "I never lOBe heart".l

77"How did he ma.nage? ~

Part II

'-Lk,... pl· .,Ie ;r." J..t. '*=Uv;sC ~ 7:l.1L- ~ ....,~z..........
--r. ~ ~~
~ ·llhefi .. 0 "joe often~ost keenly disappointed in ourselves. Life

we look at our present world. 4t aeefflB te hang Ovel lIen avery

....mOl':Qi:ng. We are faint hearted about our own na ti on, about our ~

.4.A-~ <. 8htl!'eh, a.bout our homes. ,Many husbands and wives are BO disappointe ~

in each other that they are readv to quit. Parents are disappointed n
~~ l 't~ ~ ~('--~..L~•.~........ ~ ~--..4. ~ )

~~ chl.ldren.v Ghil~ are esp"erately disappointed in, 'Ra.rents.~'i~7~
_. . -vL.a... '" "-'\,. ~t2.2 q"L~~ ~ £L "fl' 0

. -........./ - .'-.ilJ
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soribe who oame to Josue with such oharming entnuoiasro. when given

to understand that disoipleship might make him more homeless than

the f.oxes and more destitute than the bir~ so oompletely lost

heart that we hear of him no more.

But the strong also lose heart. One day I oome upon a. !rAn who

was tearfully telling God that he himself was the only good man in

the world a.nd that he hoP3 d he would no~ i.n the world long. ."....-\~
~~v~~r.6h.~~

tJhat was the ma.tter with Elijah?~Slj"6-O R~'!'Ongz:§:bat he seemed

made of reinforced conrete. He had even dared to defy Jezebel. He
a.Le.-v

hadvput hia mighty hand on the shoulder of El tottering nation and

80 steadied it as to save it from dinnster. What is wro~~ with

Blijah? He has lost heart.

2. If Paul amazen us because his ola1Tll is 80 nearly unique. he

8.1so anazea U8 beoau88 of its importanoe. In never los iug heart.

Paul is~p~ a treasure that is'1!undamental neoessity. I

dare Ray that more people fail in every kind of human endeavor from

losln~ heart than frOM a.ny other oause. If we keep a stout heart.

victory may be possible in the most unfavorable oircumatanc8a. But

if we lORe heart, defent is Rure~7~e our circumstanoes.
+-~~

This is the O8.se for a variety of reasons.' - f.l+.. ~eS:1ftg heart

slows us down. It makes us walk witll lEI.F!:r.:ing s'teps. I was driving
\

the other day and roy oar Q&r.38 to a slow stoP. There waR nothing

wrong with the lQ!Lohinery. It had simply run out of power. To

10ee neart \8 to lose driving power.

~ Then lonlng heart is a killjoy. A diaooura~ed man is a

wretched [aan. liThe joy of the Lord l~our strength." ur;;; helps us

to keep going. That 1~rtant4 be~UBft 1-t 1s OlB 8 treng'tl'I--foJ:
~

~rR.v"'tlils loss of joy 801eetiM:es becomes so oppresnive that

we fling out of l:tfe 61 together. IJooking one yesterd.ny into the
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face of a suicide I questioned in my heart "Why did you quit before

the whistle blew't" The answer from his dumb lips was this, fll lOB.t

heart" •

cheer". So what? Hiu courage was so grandly contagious that he

saved ever.y !'111m on bonrd ll
•

But if courage 1s contagious, so is oowardioe. Chicken Little,

in that very wise and Rilly 8tory, wan no ~reat personality. But

she was so obaesRed by panic that ahe was able to stnmpede every

fowl in the barnyard. ~o contagio\lll waR her cowardice that she

ushered every merober of her faar-filled company into the pantry of

Mr. Foxy Lox. To 10SA heart is to beoome a liability.

hl.rt II

But if Paul kept n atO\l't Ileart, how ci id .he do 1. t1 :Naturally he

did it not simply beoauue of, but also in spite of. ~'h8.t WRre eOMe

of the foea ho had to face?

1. He was pitted against a hard day. Every day 1s difftcult.

But Paul' B day wile conspdcously DO. This l,een-eyed man was not

blinded to the grim ugliness of his world. .At tirr,es he Hounds like

the rankest of peH8i~i8tS. In the f1rst ohapter of hi-a letter to

the Romano, for in.Rtance,he gives a glimpse of the rotten and

rotting Booiety of hiB day. The sight was 80 ugly that three t5_mes

over he affirmA of theoe depraved souls, "God ~avB them up'!.

It in not enay to be opt 1m is tic in our nay. In som6 areas we

have made amazing pro~re88. Yet a glanoe at the newspaper any
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morning tends to tnlte the hefl.rt out of. us. Ours is thp. day of the
~~-r~~~~~ ~ ~

"new morality". But-Vit is iMpossible to distinguish the oraer from
~,

that of the Old~a11ty whioh yesterdft,y flung whole natlonfl onto the

oinder pile ot "burnt'-..<>ut and blasted thlngo. Suoh has been tiW~

uplift that our oril'l'le rate 1s a.ppal11ng. Mld mOre appalling still, 48%

of thos arrentedfor najor crimes in 1964 were under eighteen. .

OurR ie alBo a dny in WhiCh~nYwCOnfeos their 10e8~
wi th gleeful boldncDA. How ~l.Mnzlng is the fa.ct that when one displays

for the millionth tiMe that Aliok old Chestnut, fingered by countIes.

centuriee. IIGod is dend \I. so many seeM to accept it 6.8 a new reveln-

tiona After tLe Manner of the angele of the long a~o thRy shout

to A.ll bewildered souls "Hehold I bring yOll glad tidim~n of ~reat

jay. God 1s dead ll
• Indeed we too are pitted. against a difficult

time.

2. Paul refused to loss heart in 8pite of opposition, 1n spite of

the b1tterest of criticiem. Not only 80. but this opposition broke

into violenoe again and again. Look at this bit from hie diary.

"Five ti!"J8S I hnve reoeived at the hands of the ..7~W8 forty lashes

less one. Three timeo I have been beaten with T~~;R. Once r was

stoned. Three tiT!18B have I been Rhipwrecked. h ni!2:'ht and a nay I

have been adrift at 8eR; on frequent journeys.... 1hrough many a

sleenlesB night and hunger and thir6t. Knooked down, but never

knooked out."

3. Pa.ul kept heart in op1te of. phyeical handioaps. He had a thorn

in the flesh. iftmt that thorn wao we do not know. Perhaps it was
~

ep11ept1y. Think of the ~bafM. of preaohing a Ghrist of infinite

power and being gripped by a se1zure even during such a Derman.

Added to his s1oknoee was ,the handicap of tho 08.lendar. Paul

Bpeaks of hiMself Rs'Paul the aged~1 Now While I do not look unon
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old age with the slightest horror, I hasten to confess that the

years, while giving us cuoh it we are willing to Rccapt, also take

something from us. "Maintain the spiri tual glow, II urges Paul.

Certainl~ sinoe that is neoeRsary to our highest usefulness. But

such is not so easy when one is old. Yet Paul the siok and aged declares

4~ He refused to lose heart 1n spite of failure. Paul had many

amazing victories, but he ~id not win every battle. "I read with keen

interest your letters to Corinth and also that thank-you note to the

Church at Philippi," I anid to hiro one day. "But I failed to find

one letter in whioh I am espeoially interested, ... that ia the one

to the Church at Athens".

HThate is no Buch letter," Paul answered sadly. "I went to that

intelleotual cap1&'1 with high hopes. I especially nought to appeal

t~ th~ int9111~ent81a. Hut While there wnn Borne fruit, it ~~B 80

'Peager that no Church was esta.blished. 1I

But Paul'c greatest failure "no with his own people. The fact

that he hnd been Buch ft, Rtr1ct a.nd zealous Jew perhaps led him to

believe that he would be especially fitted to reaoh the Jews. But

that was not the CRaa. Generally they rejeoted both him and hie

message. This so :broke his heart tha.t ho tells 118 frankly that he

sometimes ca\l~ht hlrnr.elf l'Iiahing that he might beCOr'l8 accursed fro~

God for his brethren, his kinsman aocordi~ to the flesh. But in

spite of a.ll he declared, I·X never lose heart".

Part III

Then above all Paul did not looe heart beoause of. ~Thy?

1. He had a genuine 8,nd growing experience of God. He declared

that the same God who had Raid in the beginnin.~, lILet there be light,"
,L

had Shined into his own heart to give the light of knowledge of the
./

glory of God in the face of Chris t. This treMend0101l experience
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became a growing experience. "Rise a.nd. stand upon they feet for I

have appeared unto thce for this purpose to make thee a minister and

a witness both to these things whioh thou hast seen and of those
~

things in which I will appear unto ye.u." Paul was constantly paRsing

from "1;hes8 things" to "thoae things". lie was heartened by a vivid and

~rowinff experienoe of Ood through Christ.

2. Paul kept up lle&rt because he was being constantly renewed and

reinforoed. "Thol~h our outward nature is wasting away. our inner

nature is being renewed every day." Paul had learned both to give.

and what is equally important. to reoeive. HavinR given all to God.

he was constantly reoeiving from God.

Sometimes God Bent this reinforoement through hUlllall hands. '''hen

Paul knew t1imself suspeoted and reje1t~tsrBanab~
came to him as a Bon of encouragement. v Then Paul was OOWl tantly

~eing reinforoe~e Power of God .Q-1reeeit \hi::~r~~;;}:e:J1,d.v
through prayer. It was .Jesus who said 1I!!en ought always to pray and

never lose heart". He was sure that prayer and losing hea.rt were

never long--tim8 roomroates. 'to this Isaiah utters a f irrll II Amen I"

"Even youths ahall fa.int and be weary, and young Men shall fall ex

hausted; but they that wait for the Lord shall renew their strength."

Paul kept heart through daily rBnewal.

3. Finally Paul refuned to lost hecLrt because he wa.s sure of victory.

He was sure that he wae not fighting a losing fight. H1s final word.

even about his own rebel110us people. 1s this, "So all Israel shall

be Baved". Was he right or wrong? That remaine~to be seen. But he

was the stronger and braver for belieVing it.

Years ago a father in the west losrhis life in a blinding

blizzard. When they found his f

not three feet from his door./Th
/

killed - he loat heart.

body. the outstretched hand was

was not the blizzard that

~
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Hence I never lose heart - a Corinthians 4:16 ~MoffatO

"I never lose heart." It is unnecessary to define that word.

We all know what it is to loee heart, both from our own experiences

and from that of others. When a boy we had a neighbor, Zan Pigg by

name, who eked out a meager existence on a little hillside farm at

the head of vfuite Oak Oreek. His fields were eo steep that one felt

they had Bet out to be perpendicular but had decided on a compromise

at the last moment. Though Zan could calcula.te interest With the
-a.. ~.~

accuracy of an add4ng maahifie, he could neither read a worm nor sign

his name. Why this ignorance? Zan explained the tragedy in his own

words. II I went to school for three days, but I just couldn I t get

the blank stuff in my head. 1I There you have it. Zan lIiad failed

because he lost heart.

Part I

This boast of St. Paul is athrill with surprise.

1. It amazes us i-n·t-he fil'st place beoause losing heart~

sYman. It is so nearly universal. All sorts and conditions of men

lQae ft8art.~ is the experience of the most brilliant. The

~reacher in Ecclesiastes held a firm position among the intelligentsia.

But that fact did not add to his optimism. According to his own

claim, it made him the more hopeless. In spite of his great gifts,

he completely lost heart, declaring that his utterly crooked situa

tion could never be made straight.

But thie experience is not confined to the brilliant and

gifted. The stupid, the mentally unfurniShed, also lose heart.60me-
""'-

time ago I read of a ~oron Who spent all his time spinning a top.

Tne wise autnor saia. that trlere were days When this dumb worker went
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home with a sense of defeat and failure because his top had not spun

well. mven th~ mO~Qn last hea~.

Weaklings lose heart. It would be hard to find anyone who did

not sometimes look toward the heights and long to climb. Such often

make a beginning, but they lose heart. That chap Who came to Jesus

pledging that he would follow Him at any cost, When given to under

stand that such dedication might make him more homeless than the

faxes and more destitute than the birds, so completely lost heart

that we hear of him no more.

But the strong also sometimes lose heart. One day I camp upon

a great prophet who seemed mE~e of reinforced concrete. This man

had sprupg into the light that plays about a throne at a single

bound. He had even defied Jezebel and her hen-pecked husband. He

had put his hand on the shoulder of a Whole nation and so steadied

it as to save it from disaster. When therefore I came upon this man

and heard hiro declaring e-a to God that he himself was the only

good man in the world and that he hoped he would not be in the world

long, I knew that even Elijah had completely lost heart.

COld people lose heart. If they remain in the thick of the

fight, they do so often With enthusiasms that have grown cold and

With a strength that has become weakness. Worse still, too often they

withdraw from the fight and thus increase their sense of failure.

One of the surest ways to lose heart is to quit fighting. It is

amazing how often depression melts away in the warmth of an effort to

do some good in the world. It is just this loss of heart on the

part of the aged that often makes them a burden, both to themselves

and to others.

But if the aged lose heart, they have no corner on such a grim
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his secret, we shall have to do the same. Look at some of the

"in-spite-ofs ll that Paul had to meet.

1. He kept up hope in spite of the fact that he was pitted against

a difficult day. Every day is difficult, but Paul's day was conspicu

ously so. This keen eyed man was not blind to the grim facts of life.

The writers of the Bible never were. No book faces up to the grim

and awful in human nature with a greater candor. There are times when

Paul himself sounded like the rankest of pessismists. In the first

chapter of his letter to the romans, he gives a glimpse of the rotten

and rotting society of his day. Three times over he affirms of these

depraved people IIGod gave them Upll. By this he does not mean that

God in his anger had flung them away. But rather that God could not

but rej ect them since they had turned their backs on Him. God himself

can not give what We refuse to take.

It is not easy to be optimistic as we look at our own day. In

some ways we have made amazing progress. We have not won in the

field of race relations a complete victory, but we have gone in a very

brief period since we began to take the matter seriously to heights

that I would have thought impossible. Yet a glance at the morning

paper any day tends to make one lose heart. God has pitted you and me

against a difficult time. Paul kept oOluage in spite of the evils of

his day.

2. He kept courage in spite of strenuous opposition. He had to

endure the bitterest of criticism. He had to endure insults and

slander. He had to endure cruel persecution. Listen to this bit out

of his diary: "Five times I have received at the hands of the Jews

forty lashes less one. Three times I have been beaten with rods;

once I was stoned. Three times I have been shipwrec~d: a night and

a day I have been adrift a.t sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from



An Amazing Boast Page 5

rivers, in danger from robbers, in danger from my own people, danger

from gentiles, danger in the cities, danger on sea, danger from false

brethren; in to il a.nd hardsh ip, througll many a. sleepless night, in

nunger and thirst, •.• "

3. But in the face of all this he refused to lose heart. Paul

kept up heart in spite of physical handicaps. He had to carryon in

spite of a thorn in the flesh. What that thDIrn \va.s we do not know.

Perhaps it was epilepsy. Think of the shame of preaching a Christ of

infintte power and being gripped by a seizure during his sermon.

Then added to his sickness was the handicap of old age. Paul

spake of himself as aged. Now I am not one that looks upon youth

as a supreme blessing. Bernard Shaw was in some measure right in

saying that youth is wasted on young people. It is a privilege to be

young, but we have talked so much sentimental rot about that privilege

that we have largely convinced ourselves that having ceased to be

young we may as well throw the rest of life into the aeh can. I

can testify that that is utterly false.

Years ago When I was just turning forty, I went to visit a greatly

gifted and lovable minister WhO, in spite of the fact that he was

some thirty years older than I, had taken such an interest in me as

to Win my heart. I honored him greatly and thought him the most

joyous of men. Yet he in the course of our conversation said to me

with desperation, lilt's aWful, it's aWful for a man Who has lived his

life in the thick of things as I have to get old and get Where he

can't work any more".

His assertion, With his obvious wretchedness, took me completely

by surprise. When I left him I had the first conversation with

myself about getting old that I had ever had. "That II I said II is, ,
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coming to you some day. When it COr.1es I want you to meet it more

gallantly than that ll • By the grace of God, I can say I think I have.

At least I never spend a single moment fighting with the calendar.

But having said this, I hasten to confess that the years, while

giving us much if we are willing to accept it, also takes something

from us. tlMaintain the spiritual glow," urges Paul. That is neces

sary to our highest usefulness. But that is not so easy when one is

old. Old age also means the lessening of our powers, certainly

phys ical, many times mental. Yet Paul defied these foes --, and declared

"I never lose heart".

4. He did not lose heart in spite of failure. Paul had many an

amazing victory, but he did not win every battle. In a conversation

wi th him one day I said, "I read with keen interest your letters to

the Church at Corinth and also that lovely thank you letter to the

Church at Philippi, but I failed to find one letter in Which I am

especially interested, and that is the one to the Church at Athens".

"There was no such letter,1l Paul answered sadly. "I went to

Athens with high hopes. Knowing it to be a city of culture, I

sought to appeal especially to the intelligentsia. But While there

was some fruit, no Church was established ll
•

As a pastor of a college church, I nave known ~ore than one

visiting minister Who seemed to say to himself as he entered the

pulpit, "Here I am in this academic atmosphere. I am going to show

that I, too, have read a book". Then he would proceed to give a

neW angle on some scientific SUbject with the result that everybody

was bored except the professor of that subject. He remained alert

just to see how far the minister was behind the times. It would seem

that something akin to this happened to Paul. At least When he
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went to his next appointment he confined himself to his speciality,

the preaching of Christ, and a crucified Christ at that.

But Paul'S greatest failure was with his own people. The fact

that he had been such a strict and zealous Jew perhaps led him to

believe that he would be especially fitted to reach his own people.

But such was not the case. They hated him and rejected his message.

This so broke his heart that he tells us frankly that he sometimes

caught himself Wishing that he might become accursed from God for his

brethren and his kinsmen according to the flesh. But in spite of all

these foes he deCblared "I never lose heart".

Part III

But above all else Paul did not lose heart because of.

1. He did not lose he~rt because he had a genuine and growing ex

perience of God. He declares that the same God Who had said in the

beginning, "Let there be light ll , had' shined into his own heart to

give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of

Christ Jl •

This tremendous experience that had taken place as he journeyed

from Jerusalem to Damascus, was a growing experience. llRise and stand

upon your feet; for I have apneared to you for this purpose to

appoint you to serve and bear Witness to the things which you have

seen and to those in Which I will appear to you. ll Paul was constantly

passing from "these things" to "those things". He was strengthened
~ . ,

and hea~~d by a ~~and groWing experience of God through

Christ.

2. Paul kept up heart in the face of opposition and in spite of

his failing powers, because he was being constantly renewed and re-

inforced. "Though our outward nature is wasting away, our inner
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nature is being renewed every day." Paul had not only learned how

to give, but what is just as important, he had learned how to receive.

Having given all to God, he was constantly receiving from Gad.

This was in accordance with the word of our Lord - "He spoke a

parable to them to this end that man ought always to pray and never

lose heart". It was the conviction of Jesus that real prayer and

10S8 of heart do not walk hand. in hand. To this Isaiah utters a

firm II Amen!1I "Even youth shall faint and be wea.ry, the young men

shall fall eXhausted, but those who wait for the Lord shall renew

their strength." Paul kept heart through daily renewal, a sure

antidote against losing heart.

3. Then Paul, being sure of God and constantly undergirded by the

power of God, was Bure of victory. He was a dauntless optimist.

Now optimisn is hardly regarded as a vtrt~e today. Of course there

is a superficial optimism that is at once discouraging and silly.

But the superficial optimist is certainly no worse than the superficial

pessimist. Paul was sure that he was not fi9;hting a losing battle.

His final word about his own people wnose rebellion seemed to make

them utterly hopeless, is this: liSa all Isralfl shall be saved ll

(Romans 11 :26).

The optimism of Paul is akin to that of our Lord hi!1self. Of

all the optimists that ever lived, Jesus was the most dauntless. He

saw the horrors of human failure with a clearer eye than any other

Who ever lived. He saw back of the tragedy of human suffering and

cruelty the deeper tragedy of sin. But the ringing call from His

lips that co@es over and over again is this, "Be of good Cheer". He

said it amidst the upheavals of nature. He said it in the face of

ruin that sin had wrought. He said it as he faced the cross.
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What was the secret of his optimism? He had an unshaken fa.ith in
,

G'od, His Father. Second, believing in God, he believed also in man

as God's child. Uobody ivas beyond thp- pale of confidence. He told

a certain man Whose outstanding characteristic was fickelness, that

he would become a rock. He spent much of his time With outcast men

and women With whom nobody else would associate. He never doubted

that the worst could become the best. Such~s the faith of Paul.

Such may be our faith. If it is, we can not only hold on our course,

but we shall have a contagious courage that may lead us into many a.

conflict, but never into defeat or dispair. We too oan 8ay~ even in

our difficult da.y, "I never lose heart".
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:! H I never lose heart. II. Oorinthia.ns 4:16 (Moffat)

/

It lfl not necessary to define that word. tie all knoVl what it

1s to lOBe heart. both from our own experience and from that of

others. (When a boy we had a neiy,hbor. ~an ~~gg by name. who eked

out a meager e:XiAteno8 on a little h111sidp, farn at the head of

White Oak Oreek. Though Zan oould oalculate interest w1th the

accuraoy of a computer. he oould neither read nor wT1te. Zan ex

pla.ined the tra~edy of hin ignorance in theBe words: If I went to

Bohool for three dftys but I junt couldn't get the blank Rtuff in my

head". There you have it. Zan had failed because he lost heart.)

Pat I

Why doeD thte boaet of St. Paul amaze us?

1. It amazes us beoause lOfling henrt is 80 nearly univermll. All

sorts and conditions of ~en lose heart. It 18 the experience of the

dull and stupid. Qt··COU1"'&e· tAB, 10&8 fte&J.t:t. They ~know any

better. Some tiMe ago I read of a moron who spent all hie time

spinning tops. ~'he wise author eaid that there were days when this

dull worker wellt home with a sense of defeat and failure because his

top had fa11ed to spin ar1~ht.

But if the fJt\1pid lose heart. 80 do the wise and understanding.

They know ao much to lose heart about. The man who oalls himself,..
the preaoher in Ecolesiaates holds a secure plaoe among the intelli-

gentsia. But that faot did not keep him from losing heart. Accord

ing to h18 own confession it made h1m the more hopeless. In spite

of h1B grent gifts. he looks ..,1 th dull-eyed pesB1rnism at hie utterly

crooked s1tuation declar1ng that it ~never be Made straight.
4f ~

Weaklings 108e heart. It would be hard to find anyone who~ not

sometime look toward the heights and long to olimb. These often

make a beginning but fa.!l to arrive because they lose hea.rt. That
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scribe who ceme to ~er,uB with such oharmina enthusiaEM. when given

to understand that discipleship might make him more hOMelesB than

the foxes and more destitute than the birds- so completely lost

heart that we hear of him no more.

But the Btrong also 10S8 heart. One day I came upon a man who

was tearfully telling God that he himself wnB the only good man in

the world and that be hoped he would not be in the world long.

What was tne matter with &lijahY He was so strong that he seemed
e~

made of reinforoed ooncrote. He nadvd.arf~d to defy Jezebel alia tfm:

hen ~oitecl iumbtuld.. he had put hiD mighty hand on the shoulder of

~~n and so steadied it as to save it from disaster. What is

wrong w1 th lUijah'j He has lost heart.

2. If Paul amazes us beoause his claim 1s so nearly unique. he
~ ~ .. </..~ -==jJ!Jzd

also llrol\ZeO us becnuse of the ~.of R:t'ti ola.1m. In never

losing heart. Paul 1s grasping a.1treasure that ill a fundamental
~~~

neoeoslty. -~y.Iv~h}ftk. that more p~oplc fail in

every kind of hW'lan endeavor froFIJ loa1ng heart thft.n from any other...
~

cause. If we keep n stout neart. viotorv Play he POR8ibl~e~flPQ$:gs. , .

tfil the mOR t unfavorable oircu!"JR 'tanneR.~ 1ft lORe he~rt. defes t

is 8ure However fnvor-able our ciro\llQ8 tanoos.
I--- ~ v-~ ~ Ju...~.. (.1)~~ ~<1

This 1a the Oa8~ft lOB'nr, heart 910"s us d.own. It makes

us walk with lagging ateps. I was driving the other day and my car

C'lme to 8. Rlow stop. 'there was notnin~~ wrong with the M8ohinery.

I t had II imply run out ot power. 'i'o 1088 neart is to looe drlving

Power.~8n losin~ heart is a killJOY. J\ eti(;courn~ed !~~is a

~~t.. ~'rhe joy of the Lord i.s our strfmgth~1 It i2&'t;::gnl,..

helps us to keep~bl~~~~~hffO;;i~~i~~therB.
~

8omet~ this 108R of joy)JAoomes so oppres8ive that we fling out
n"-"-' "zr ~&C... u---t

01 life ft.l to~ether. Lookingv lnto the fnoe of a suicide ,,:{es15erela,
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I questioned in my hea.rt "l1hy cUd you 'iui t before the whie tle blew't II

~-t~
The anBwer~f the nlll"Jb lips was this, "I lost lleart ll

•

\3) To 108e ile~lrt 18 to """,,ohangel' froM an" aSBet to a liability.

On board a storm battered l1ttle merchant vessel of the long a~o,

there were ;~76 [",en. Of thes~~75 nad lost heart. One who was

present BRid, "All nope that we should be saved mLS taken away. But #

~ ~ ~/'-~~ 1'h-v-t. ~'1-."rS:O~1
~l Btoof;t llP with R. oourllge born of fai th.v Hls courage wa.s so '

grandly contagious that he saved every roan on boardu •

But if courage i8 contagious, 80 io cowardice. Ohicken Little,

in that very ,vise and Billy story, was no grent personality. But
. (

she waf! BO obaeused byf/;;;:;-that shc was able to stampede every
~

fowl in the barnynrd. Uo cantag ious W"dS her,) i7-e&r tha t she 8\:1SeeeQ:eQ

~ llSher*every rr,emlJer of her fear-filleei cocpany into the pantry

of Nr. Foxy Loxf. To lOBe heart is to become a liability.

Part II

But if Pnul kept a stout he~rt, how did he do it? Naturally he

he did 1t not fl1~1ply beca.use of. but alao in api te of. 'hIe sal'2e

1l'Mi8t 1te tftie af eUl'seli bB it we refti88 t-Q l08e "1leaTt. What were

Bome of the foes he had to face?

1. tie was pitt,eel a.gatnit a hard i~~on.
"On that he.rei pagan woArd- sgust and secret loathing

fell;
Deep weariness and sat 1\ t made human life 8

hell. N

Every day is diffioult. ~ut Paul's da.y was conspicously so. This
~

keen-eyed man was not blind to the griM l~liness (i)f his t\&ye At

times he BO\lnd~ like the rankest of pess1mists. In the first ohapter

of his letter to the Romans, for instanoe, he gives a glimpa8 of
~~~ J1-b ~ tLJ-

the rotten and rotting soc1ety of his day. v~ee timeD over he

affirms of these depraved souls, IIGod ~ave them up". (By this he
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procla.im wit

tidin~8 of great joy.

Page 4

Scores, even of the ao-called saintn.
-u.-""j .~--tv~~~

the long Rg6~ "Behold I bring you ~lRd

~
God 18 dead." Indeed,~,wp,~aT.e

1)1 tted againe tad1fficnlt tlM~, butl Wf! ftrf! aot 1jo loB~ he~

2. ~aul refused to 10R8 heart 1nsp1te of opposition, in spite of

the bitterest of critio18~. Not only eo, but this opposition broke
-J:..:-

into violenoe again and again. Look at this bit from P~lA~ diary.

"F1ye tiMes I ha,ve received at the hands of the Jews forty lashes

less one. Three ti~e8 I have been beaten with rods. Once I was

atoned. Three times have I been shipwreclcedj a night and. a day I

have been adrift at Bea; on frequent jo\~neys•••• Through ~.ny a

sleepless night aln hunger and thirst. Knocked down. but never

knocked out. II

3. Paul kept heart in suite of physical hand!oaps. He had ~.
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eal'l'y Em in IlpUe ef- 8. thorn in tl1e flesh. What tha t' thorn was we

do not know. Perhaps ,it was epilepsy. Th1nk'of the shame of preach
e...-

ing ~ Christ of infinite power and b~!ng r,ripped by a seizure even

11 throw the rest of life 1nto the
,~"'-f

ash can. I oa,n testify to that that is utterly falRe.

But having aaid thi) hRAten to canfeSA that the years. While

~iving \18 ~moh if we ara wil11ng to v.ooept. a180 take 8omp,thi~ ~.

,\ /1
from UB. Uaintain the op1r1tual glow. urp;e8 Paul. Certainly:

/~~/
sinoe that iR nece8sary to our highest \18etulnesa~vtaa.t 1R not 80

during such a sermon.

J\.dcted to hiB RickneSA waR the handioap of. the oRlendar. Paul

speaks of hi,r:;aelf a,a j)aul ~he aged. ~~ow While I do not look upon
f7-VJ- ~~L:' ~~~;>
~ h It" Or e-upreme 'alee ft 1ng.ri-t-,-.,l,-liJ-LIJiR~~~l.Gflf---fiffij;~~~.Jr..f~!:l\.,lue as

having pSAAAd through it we May

eaey when one ia old. Cld Age also Means tbo lessening of-mll"
t1..-.- ~( ~ <t!'~ .4-

~. Yet PA~lvd8tled lasee feel and d8olAre~-"I never lose heart".

4. He refused to lose heart in spite of failure.

amaz1ng victo-ries. but ne did not win evorybattle.

Paul had many

~
~'nT ....-:1 .. nQ.~·

a-ftim, II I read w1 th keen interestl~~e¥et~ ':0~~th a.nd also

that than~-yo\l note to the Churoh at i"hiliPP1,v"'Hut I fa:f!d to find

one letter in whioh I AM eopeoially int9rested, and that 1.e the one

to the Church at hthena.
~

-u.4:t~~.

"There is no such letter ," Paul answered sooly. II I went to to

Irtnsus with high hopeo, kROw'ng it to be II. 91ty of c:n.lltw:.e. I~,

sought to o.ppeal to the intelligentsia. But while there was BOl.'le

frui t. 1t was so meager that no Church was es tabl1.ehod. II

But Paul's greateot failure was with his own people. The fact

that he had been such a strict and zealous Jew perhaps led him to

believe that he would be especially fitted to reaoh~ ~o~1e.

But that WH.S not tbe case. "'- Tee) -ssairEi :hin sa a turncoat am they

"---- '~~~~t~
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~~.~
rejeotedv-h1s message. 'i'hla so broke hls heart that he tells us

frankly that he sometimes oaught himself wishing that he .w&ttld~t*
become accursed frOM God for his brethren, hiB kinsmen accordln~ to

the flesh~ But in api te of all theBe fQes he deolared, II I never

lose heart".

Part III

~ ~fUP- ~~A7
A~c~. all Paul did not lose heart beoause of•. - ---I

I

1. He cli:6 nQt lose heart because he-, had a genuine and ~row1ng

ex~ rien09 of Cloel. He d.eclared that the same God who had aaid in

the beginning. "l.a t there be light, II had oh tned into his own heart

to ~ive the light of knowledge of tht~ glory of God in the face of
. ~

Christ. Th1n tremendous experienoeYtflat hi~ takeR place ft8-he

jO\U'Deyed frQga ·Jeru&alemto Um!J880\l8 -1mlI a grOWing e::per1enoe. "Rise

and stand upon-~ feet tor'I have apRea-red unt;;~for this -+~.
, ~ .~'~~ a- f'1'f.'--'-V7:ti--~ 0...~~ <:>~
purpose.. You. nerva.jl.nd bear fitness. tlnttt whiOh~ haW oeen and I~ \

~r-z.-~ ~ '1~~v.)
'7.J tbos8vlnyWhioh I wl11 appear.......to 1tm. II Paul was cons tan tly passing ~

from 11these things" to It,those thingsil. He was strengthttned-- Qfnd

heartened by a v1vid and growlng experienoe of (loci through Christ.

2. Paul kept up heart becausB hems being oonstantly renewed and

reinforoed. '~Though our outward nature is wasting away, our inner

nature 18 being renewed every day." faul had ft61 981y learned GaY~
~I ~

to g;lve, Wt what 10 equally irf1portant. he haa lea:J:-ned!to reoeive.

Having given all to God, he was OOnBtantly reoeiving from God.

meet 8UO~' a man on the ntreet is to

sha~ ha.nds wi th him 1e like 'f-vz-tc,t·
,/,/".

have our batteries recnarged.

domet1mea God sent this reinforoement through human hands.
t.-,74-- "~

tVhenvPaul knew himself sus[.e cted and rejected ../Barnabus came to him.
C&L 0-
~ 80n of enoouragement.·

getting the handclasp of spring. doub t if I could have stayed

in the ministry but for the re for ment of such sons of enoouragement.



,
An Amazing Bonot Page 7

g1n~ call from his lips is this.

once discouraging and silly, but evenis

of sin. But the

that of defeat and dispair. We too oan snout With Paul. "I never

lost heart".
'~~~/~

good nheer". He said i~ idst the upheavals of nature. He

t in the midst of the r~v.ge that sin had wrought. He said it
/

the oross. 1h~seoret f hiA optimism was just this.

was sure of God. Bel,.~ sure of ad. he had a firm fai th in ~
as Godis Ch11d.~Ch was the fa1th of ~8Ul. SUOh may be our

faith. Girded with this oertainty we mny meet many adventures. but not

as

~ T11en })aul was OOJl8tantlY~ reinforoed: ai?ae:t:1y by the Power of
~i~~~ (~~~~.

God,.r It waH ~1 elmA 'fho enid liMen ough t always to pray and never lose ,
heart ll • He waR sure that prayer and losin~ neart were never .~~

roomroa tes. To this Ioaiah utters a firm "Amen I" "Even yout~Rhall

fa int and be weary;~ young ,rn Shl.. ll fall exhausted; but .~
~ wait for the Lord shall renew their atrengtb." Paul kept heart

through daily renewa.l.

3. Finally Pnul refused to 1088 heart because he uns sure of

He was lL dauntles o~timist. I um uware that optimism

rep;a.rded. aa a virt\ e today. Of courR8 there is a super-

...____'u ... s is certa.inly no worse tho. the Ruperfioial pessimist. Paul

~was ~n thnt he W~LS not fighting a lORing~. Hia final word.

even about hin 0~bo8erebell~D broke bie heart. is

'this, "80 all .Israel Shall be saved". 'Wns he right or wrong? That

remained to be seen. But he lias the stronger and braver for belip,vin~
~ ~ - ~.L.4.. .

it. ~ 4:-~}< f--a ~~',,1 oLc_4. ~ J~ ~ ~ ~
,~~ La 'f:.N, ~ ---- a. ~~ 0e~ i

t
This optimism of Pau..l is a}tin to that of our IJord. Of all the ..

) •• ~tf., ~ <lL-~1.....-...:t L~ ~ ~~~~~~
1'\.1 ~pt.1mist that ever lived. Jesus \"iUS the most dauntleas. He saw tbe •

.~. ~ ~~ 6..e~~~CL.~ I~~- t4- ~C-.-~
tra.gedy f the world wtt'h the keenest of eyes. He a.lso saw the
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- ~I AN AMAZING BOAST

~ Henee I never lose heart. II. Oorinthians 4:16 (Moffat)
"

It is not necessary to define that word. vie all know what it

is to lose heart, both from our own experience and from that of

others. When a boy we had a neighbor, Zan Pigg by name, who eked

out a meager existence on a little hillside farm at the head of

White Oak Oreek. Though zan could calculate interest with the

accuracy of a computer, he could neither read nor write. Zan ex

plained the tragedy of his ignorance in these words: "I went to

school for three days but I just couldn't get the blank stuff in my

head". There you have it. Zan had failed because he lost heart.

p~ I

Why does this boast of St. Paul amaze us?

1. It amazes us because losing heart is so nearly universal. All

sorts and conditions of men lose heart. It is the experience of the

dull and stupid. Of course they lose heart. They~ know any

better. Some time ago I read of a moron who spent all his time

spinning tops. The wise author said that there were days when this

dull worker went home with a sense of defeat and failure because his

top had failed to spin aright.

But if the stupid lose heart, so do the wise and understanding.

They know so much to lose heart about. The man who calls himself

the ~eacher in Ecclesiastes holds a secure place among the intelli

gentsia. But that fact did not keep him from losing heart. Accord

ing to his own confession it made him the more hopeless. In spite

J

of his great gifts,' he loom with dull-eyed pessimism at his utterly

crooked sit\mtion declaring that it could never be made straight.

17Weaklings lose heart. It would be hard to find anyone who did not

sometime look toward the heights and long to climb. These often

make a beginning but fail to arrive because they lose heart. That
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scribe who came to Jesus with such charming enthusiasm, when given

to understand that discipleship might make him more homeless than

the foxes and more destitute than the birds so completely lost

heart that we hear of him no more.

But the strong also lose heart. One day I came upon a man who

was tearfully telling God that he himself was the only good man in

the world and that he hoped he would not be in the world long.

What was the matter with Elijah? He was so strong that he seemed

made of reinforced concrete. He had dared to defy Jezebel and her

hen-pecked husband. He had put his mighty hand on the shoulder of

a nation and so steadied it as to save it from disaster. What is

wrong With Elijah? He has lost heart.

2. If Paul amazes us because his claim is so.nearly unique, he

also amazes us becausffi of the greatness of his claim. In never

·losing heart, Paul is grasping a treasure that is a fundamental

necessity. It is safe to say, I think, that more people fail in

every kind of human endeavor from losing heart than from any other

cause. If we keep a stout heart, victory may be possible regardless

of the most unfavorable circumstances. If we lose heart, defeat

is sure however favorable our circumstances.

This is the case because losing heart slows us down. It makes

us walk with lagging steps. I was driving the other day and my car

came to a slow stop. There was nothing wrong with the machinery.

It had simply run out of power. To lose heart is to lose driving

power. Then losing heart is a killjoy. A discouraged heart is a
~,

songless heart. U The joy of the Lord is our strength. It not only

helps us to keep on, but it is our strength for winning others.

Sometimes this loss of joy becomes so oppressive that we fling out

of life altogether. Looking into the face of a suicide yesterday
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I questioned in my heart "Why did you quit before the whistle blew?"

The answer of the numb lips was this, "I lost hea.rt".

To lose heart is to be ohanged from an asset to a liability.

On board a storm battered little merohant vessel of the long ago,

there were 276 men. Of these,275 had lost heart. One who was
If

present said, "All hope that we should be saved was taken away. But

Paul stoo~ ~p with a oourage born of faith. His oourage was so

grandly oontagious that he saved every man on board".

But if oourage is oontagious, so is oowardioe. Chicken Little,

in that very wise and silly story, was no great personality. But

she was so obsessed by fear that she was able to stampede every

fowl in the barnyard. So contagious was her fear that she succeeded

in ushering every member of her fear-filled company into the pantry

of Mr. Foxy Lo~. To lose heart is to become a liability.

Part II

But if Paul kept a stout heart, how did he do it? Naturally he

he did it not simply because of, but also in spite of. The same

must ~)ee true of ourselves if we refuse to lose heart. Wha.t were

some of the foes he had to face?

1. He was pitted against a hard situation.

"On that hard pagan world disgust and secret loathing
fell;

Deep weariness and sated lust made human life a
hell. "

Every day is difficult. ~ut Paul's day was conspicously so. This
,d

keen-eyed man was not blind to the~grim ugliness.af his- day. At

times he sounded like the rankest of pessimists. In the first chapter

of his letter to the Romans, for instance, he gives a glimpse of

the rotten and rotting society of his day. Three times over he

affirms of these depraved souls, lIGod gave them up". By this he
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does not mean that God in His anger had lost heart and had flung

them away. What he did mean was that since they had turned their

backs on God, God could not give them what they refused to take.

It is not easy to be optimistic in our day. In some areas we

have made amazing progress. Yet a glance at the newspaper any

morning tends to take the heart out of us. Our crime rate is &p

palling. More appalling still is the fact that 48% of those

arrested for major crimes in 1964 were under eighteen. Equally ap

palling is the ugly fact that these gigantic evils swager before us

while we seemingly have no power to destroy them.

Ours is a day in which ~D uttar loss of faith is declared
spiritual

With gleeful boldness. What patheDic!poverty is indicated by the

fact that when one displays that slick old chestnut, fingurea by

countless centures, "God is deacd 'i , so many take it seriously, as if

it really might be true. Some enthusiastically tell of the service

this prophet has rendered. Scores, even of the so....oalled saints,
\ i

proclaim with the angels of the long ago. "Behold I bring you glad

tidings of great joy. God is dead." Indeed, as was Paul, we are

pitted against a difficult time, but we are not to lose heart.

2. Paul refused to lose heart inspite of opposition, in spite of

the bitterest of criticism. Not only so, but this opposition broke

into violence again and again. Look at this bit from Paul's diary.

"Five times I have received at the hands of the Jews forty lashes

less one. Three times I ~ave been beaten with rods. Once I was

stoned. Three times have I been Shipwrecked; a night and a day I

have been adrift at sea; on frequent journeys •••• Through many a

sleepless night and h~nger and thirst. Knocked down, but never

knooked out."

3. Paul kept heart in spite of physical fiand1oaps. He had to
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carryon in spite of a thorn in the flesh. What that thorn was we

do not know. Perhaps it was epilepsy. Think of the shame of preach-
CA.",

ing ., Christ of infinite power and being gripped by a seizure even

during such a sermon.

Added to his sickness was the handicap of the calendar. Paul

speaks of himself as Paul the aged. Now while I do not look upon

youth as a supreme blessing, it is not of such superlative value as

having passed through it we may well throw the rest of life into the

ash can. I can testify to the fact that that is utterly false.

But having said this, I hasten to confess that the years, while

giving us much if we are willing to accept, also take something away
.J/

from us. "Maintain the spiri tual glo\" urges Paul. Certainly.-/

since that is necessary to our highest usefulness, that is not so

easy when one is old. Old age also means the lessening of our

powers. Yet Paul defied these foes and declared "I never lose heart ll •

4. He refused to lose heart in spite of failure. Paul had many

amazing victories, but he did not win every battle. One day I said

to him, .II read with keen interest your letters to Corinth and also

that thank you note to the Church at Philippi. But I failed to find

one letter in which I am especially interested, and that is the one

to the Church at Athens.

"There is no such letter," Paul answered sadly. "I went to

Athens with high hopes, knOWing it to be a city of culture, I

sought to appeal to the intelligentsia. But while there was some

fruit, it was so meager that no Church was established."

But Paul's greatest failure was with his own people. The fact

that he had been such a strict and zealous Jew perhaps led him to

believe that he would be especially fitted to reach his own people.

But that was not the case. They heard him as a turncoat and they
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rejected his message. This so broke his heart that he tells us

frankly that he sometimes caught himself wishing that he would

become accursed from God for his brethren, his kinsman according to

the flesh. But in spite of all these foes he declared, "I never

lose heart".

Part III

Above all Paul did not lose heart because of.

1. He did not lose heart because he had a genuine and growing

experience of God. He declared that the same God who had said in

the beginning, "Let there be light,1I had shined into his own heart

\lto give the light of knoWledge of t~e glcilry of God in the face of
,I ,

Ohrist. / This tremendous experience that had taken place as he

journeyed from Jerusalem to Damascus was a growing experience. IIRise

and stand upon your feet for I have appeared unto you for this

purpose. You serve and bear witness that which you have seen and to

those in which I will appear to you." Paul was constantly passing

from "these thingsll to IIthose things". He was strengthened and

heartened by a vivid and growing experience of God through Ohrist.

2. Paul kept up heart because hewas being constantly renewed and

reinforced. lIThough our outward nature is wasting away, our inner

nature is being renewed every day." Paul had not only learned how
how

to give, but what is equally important, he had learned/to receive.

Having given all to God, he was constantly receiving from God.

Sometimes God sent this reinforcement through human hands.

When Paul knew himself suspected and rejected, Barnabus came to him,

that son of encouragement. To meet such a man on the street is to

have our batteries recharged. To shake hands with him is like

getting the handclasp of spring. I doub t if I could have stayed

in the ministry but for the reinforcement of such sons of encouragement.
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Then Paul was constantly being reinforced directly by the Power of

God. It was Jesus who said "Men ought always to pray and never lose

heart". He was sure that prayer and losing heart were never

roommates. To this Isaiah utters a firm "Amen 1" IIEven youth shall

faint and be weary. The young man shall fall exhausted, but those

who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength. 1I Paul kept heart

through daily renewal.

3. Finally Paul refused to lose heart because he was sure of

victory. He was a dauntless optimist. I am aware that optimism

is hardly regarded as a virtue today. Of course there is a super

ficial optimism that is as at once discouraging and silly, but even

this is certainly no worse than the superficial pessimist. Paul

was certain that he was not fighting a losing· battle. His final word,

even about his own people Whose rebelling so broke his heart, is

"this, IIS 0 all Israel shall be saved ll • Was he right or wrong? That

remained to be seen. But he was the stronger and braver for believing

it.

This optimism of Paul is akin to that of our Lord. Of all the

optimists that ever lived, Jesus was the most dauntless. He saw the

tragedy of the world With the keenest of eyes. He also saw the

deeper tragedy of sin. But the ringing call from his lips is this,

IIBe of good cheer". He said it amidst the upheavals of nature. He

said it in the midst of the ravages that sin had wrought. He said it

as he faced the cross. The secret of his optimism.was just this.

He was sure of God. Being sure of God, he had a firm faith in

man as Godts child. Such was the faith of Paul. Such may be our

faith. Girded with this certainty we may meet many adventures, but not

that of deSea'i &Rd dispair. We too can shout with Paul, "I never

lost heart ll •
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~N AM~Z ING BOAST t... ee,"" .:.; ,. / (~ .

;' Ii. G-orinthians; 4t: 16 - Hence I never lose heart)'~ )

,.~
II I never lose heart." It is ,e~y~necessary to define

that word. We all know what it is to lose heart, both from our

own experiencesand frol!1 that of others. When a boy we had a

neig~an Pig~y name, who eked out a !!leager existence on a

1 itt le~farm.a-'t;':the aead. of W-ai1ie Oak Oreek. His fields were so

steep that one felt they had set out to be perpendicular but had

decided on a compromise at the last moment. Though ~n could cal

culate interest With the accuracy of an adding machine, he could

neither read a word nor sign hts name. Why this ignorance? Zan

explained the tragedy in his own words. II I went to school for

three days, but I just couldn't get the blank stuff in my head."

There you have it. Zan had failed because he lost heart.

Part I

This boast of St. Paul is a~thrill With surprise.

1. It amazes us in the first plaee because losing heart is so

human. It is so nearly universal. All sorts and conditions of men
I

lose heart. It is tne experience of the most brilliant. The
-f': ~
~eacher in Ecclesiastes held a firm position agaiuQl the intelligent-

sia. But that fact did not add to his optimism. According to his

own claim, it macU-.hil"l the more hopeless. In spite of his great
_/~~~~~ !

gifts, he completely lost heart, declarin~thaty~8 QrQQ~ed could

never be made straight.

But this experience is not confined to the brilliant and ~

~~~
gifted. The stupid, the mentally unfurnished, also lOBe heart. vI JZ..~

ct.! /. -4...'~·f '-<-
read of a Moron ~6iLle :BF§O Who spentV'his ~ spinning a top.

r---d-:-~~
The wise author said that there were days when ~went home With a

sense of defeat and failure because his top had not spun well.
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~c;...~.~~~---~ ~j1o~~t fle&*'~.

{ Weaklings lose heart. It \'Vould be hard to find anyone who, did
~~

not sometimes look toward the heights and long to climb. ~y~

make a beginning, but they lose heart. That chap who came to Jesus

pledging that he would follow Him at any cost, When given to under

stand that such dedication might make him more homeless than the

foxes and more destitute than the birds, so completely lost heart
I

that we hear of him no more.

But the strong also sometimes lose heart. One day I came upon

a great prophet who seemed made of reinforced concrete. This man

had surung into the light that plays about a throne at a single

bound. He had even defied Jezebel and her hen-pecked husband. He

it as to save it from disaster.

had put his hand on the shoulder of a whole nation and so steadied

Wh;~~~ upon this ~~~ie~:i.a:;i~gJ
v

even to God that he himself was the only good man in the world and
... ..J K-..-e-........r

tt Vrae hara tothat he hoped he would not be in tne world long/
~..........

eelieve that~Elijah had ~ completely lost heart .•~

(Old people lose heart. If they remain in the thick of the

fight, they do so often with enthusiasMs that have grown cold and

with a strength that has become weakness. Worse still, to~often they

It is just thB:;;loss of neart on the part of thegood in the world.

Withdraw from the fight and thus increase their sense of failure.

~ t.,,-tne surest wa~ to lose heart is to quit fighting. It is amazing

how~~ressionmelts away in the warmth of an effort to do some

aged that often Makes themf.

others.

a burden, both to themselves and to

But if the aged lose heart, they have no corner on such a ~rim

a..e.....I. - t.t...4
experience. It is~ tragedy of middle life. The prophet knew tt when he
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prayed the Lord to revive Ilis work in the midst of the years. It

is~e ex~rience of youth in life's green spring. Ours is a day
(~,-,l,~ """..,.~'-1 L_ i~~v" ../. ,,~ -? -ti....<.. ....c_,c,......~ <,y!.".•• c ,

when pess imism is a ~-1;.:t popular. v In proport ion to the ir number, I

, dare say ~would find more who have lost heart that are still

the sunny side of twenty than yo~ wetlld on the shady side of

eig~~'y)~All sorts~ndition of men lose heart.

~hen we losi-v~t over all sorts of things. There is nothing too

big or too little for us to lo'se heart over. We are depressed as', .,

we look at our present \vorld. It seems to hang over hell every
.., ....-.

morning. We are faint hearted about our own)7a.tion, about our
~ ~ Z--.~

Church, about our homes • .,.:;rusbands and wives arevdisappointed,.Aimd.
~

~~ready to quit. Parents are disappointed in children. Children are

desperately disappointed in parents. The modern home is not

always a place of radiant hope.
~

Then we arevmost keenly disappointed in ourselves. Life

hasn't worked out for us as we dreamed that it would. Sorne who

became members of the Church with high hopes, confess bitter dis

appointment. The J:ew has lost l1eart. This is also too often true

of the pulpit~ ieTthere are rninisters who no longer believe in

the worth of preaching. They have forgotten that in the New

Testament preaching and salvation are related to each other as
~

cause and effect. That packs~ surprise because there is nothing

more common in our day than faded hopes. Yet here stands this

tremendously honest and earnest man making this bold assertion,

"I never lose heart". How did he manage?

Part II

Paul kept up heart both because of and in spite of. If we

learn his secret, we s hall [laVe to do the same. Look at some of the
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fr /,
"in--spitefllofs".that Paul had to meet. ~,~kePt up hope in

spite of the fact that he was pitted against a difficult day.

Every day is difficult, but Paul's day, ..~ well as Otl$S, was con

. spicUQusly so. This keen eyed man was not blind to the grim facts

of life. The writers of the Bible never were. No book faces up

to the grim and awful in human nature With a greater candor.

There ~ times when Paul h~881f sou~like the rankest of

It is not easy to be optimistic as we look at our own day.
1'L::t ~~ ~~~ ~ee.-.--q .. ~<-<....-,,~,,~

. In some ~e have made fLmazing progress. v We haV'e not won in
A::Zl...-~~~..AJ-I i-.., -d- 'P-'~ 70 t:j ~-t f ~a::r~.....-e.. '-
'~---7 the field of race relations ~ complete viotory, but we h~ve gone
~e~-<Le...c k ~ ry~• .~ 7::;'-. vt.-c..~ 7:;. ''<' ....L.ft...,~

in a verv brief period since 'e began to take the matter seriously
t~~f~~~.d. .~~ ~" ~. 6L /r..4 LL<:-.L~

to heights that I would have thought im~ossible. Yet a glance at

the morning paoer any day tends to make one lose heart. God has

pitted you and me against a difficult time. Paul kept courage in

spite of *hepevils of his day.

2, seOOnd,~e kept courage in

had to endure the bitterest of

and slander. He had to endure

spite of strenuous opposition. He
~

criticism. He had to e-nQ']U insults

the~~8et ~ persecution.

Listen to this bit out of his diary: ''/ive times I have received at

the hands of the Jews forty lashes less one. Three times I have

been beaten with rods; once I was stoned. Three times I have been

shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been adrift at sea; on

frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, in danger from robbers,
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danger from my own people, danger from genti.~&G, dan~er in the

cities, danger on sea, danger from false brethren; in toil and

hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, ... "
~L;.-~~ 'i~~ ~ ~---6.~~
'3 I '1'hird, P~,ul kept up heart in spiDe of physi cal handicaps.
~~

He had to carry OIl in gpite of. a UlIDrn in the flesh. What that

thorn was we do not know. Perhaps it was epilepsy. Think of the
tl...

shame of pEeaching~Chris~ of infinite power and being gripped by a
....c..-L"q r~

seizure during~s sermon.

youth

saying

It is a privilege to be

Paul

as a supreme blessing.
I
..ve.

that yOllth wae wasted on young people.

Then added to his sickness was the handicap of old age.

spoke of himself as aged. Now I am not one ~ looks upon
right

Bernard Shaw was in some measure/in

young, but we have talked so much sentimental rot about that

privilege that we have largely conv~nced ourselves that haVing

ceased to be young ,ve may as well thr~~h the rest of life into the

ash can. I can testify that that is utterlv false.
:J= ~Z;;. '(/~.

Years ago when I was just turning forty,~~~~~~~~~~·r

than
$

~~ave.

some day. When it comes I want you to meet it more gallantly
,~.

that. II Atrl"""-ht1rnb-iy",·and d ·ye-t by/tne grace of God, I can say I

ttA!:e£<.te::r ~,f;ht-'~' ~~~~~"~ t~i\~~l~·~dar.

,aome tit4:rty yea.rs older than.-mus-elf ,~-g.reatly gifted and lovable~

..:-~~~dlt"iTen.-{~ i~e~~/..~~~ ~
q~L....~~::'--z:L.-~ ~ ~t::!..JL--t., ~ ~~J.~
/ ~g~ said to rae wi tll '3.. *aeB:peratlon -tJ- . 1," It IS

~~ -u-- 4~~
aWfu~~for a man who has lived his life in the thick of thingsv to t,t
get old and ~et where he can't d..a----fti;:s wor k any more". ; t'

~ ~
His assertion, lii ~h his ObIViOUS wretchedness, took me completely it}~...

by surprise. When I left tlim had the first conversation with
l~l.tq·t J) ~ f;uL.~-eL

myself about getting old that I nad ever nad. "!::t''is coming to you

j ~l
~
~

f
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But having said this, I hasten to confess that the years,

while'giving us much if we are willing to accept it, also takes

something from us. tlMaintain the spiritual glow, tI urges Paul.
-e. .~ I;;"'u-t t(~·t~~t~.q A~l f.p .1 I

Tha t is necessary to our'~ 8 usefulness. ~t it 1'J flard to do

~ when one is old. Old age also means the lessening of our

powers, certainly physical, many times mental. Yet Paul defied

these foes as )lett aDd I ~ and declared III never lose heart ll
•

/-fa-.:¥. ( i!e-tl!'·th,....,b.Ar did not lose heart inspi te of failure. Paul had

many an amazing victory, but he did not win every battle. In a

conversation wi th him one day I said, "I ::'l'eaaln with keen interest

your letters to the Ohurch at Corinth and also that lovely thank
h.'-.-<-

you letter to the Ohu~Ch at Philippi.ybut I failed to findv~

;,..~- /.)'t.,vo...(~ ~ it..- ""~ "~.Jf'"'~ t..J' (' t: \( oUt ~\.t..<L.. ,,(' d. (....f- ~~. t f:t, ~H , ..
letter~to the Ohurch at Athens • )

o,......•.~.....(......A(,.L.
tlThere was no such letter, II Baul(~ sadlv. III went to

Ath~~;i~-r~1h~~h~OP~S~;:'f·l'do;~1~f't~Cappea~~·~~~et.~'~telligentsia.

Then he would proceed to give a new angle on some

academiC atmosphere.
) , .

book. toIi;ltl •

But while there was soms fruit, no Church \vas established".

As a~8tor of a ?ollege ~hurch, I have kn?wn more than one
tC':L f~-, ~E... '.. 5' J ... tC, f.· I. (. ~t

visi ting minister who seemed to say "to himself", "HeI'e I 'am in this
·:;-toU"i;:; I

I am going to show ~ tl1at I rhave read a

scientific subject With the result that everybody \Vas bored except

the professor of that subject. He remained alert just to see how

far mablx»1i the minister was behind the times. It would seem that'

something akin to this hapnened to Paul. At least when he went to
. ~J'" fJ.j<C.,t."Cd,:'1.'() "7;~-,~ ill),. q{,,/ ~.;

his next appointment he confined himself to,Christ, and ~ ec I

crucified Ohrist at that.

But Paul's greatest failure was with, his own people. The fact

that he had been such a strict and ~'~~';i~x""Jew perhaps ~di' him -4,
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believe that he would be especially fitted to reach his own people.

But such was not t he case. They~ILe:e~{hll·\.~\dJ~t~~~~:{:~ 'Ph is ,L).-D

broke his heart... So tIne NaS ttaiis that he tells us frankly that he

sometimes caught himself wishing; that he might become accursed
~q

from God for his brethren and~kinsmen according to the flesh. But

in spite of all· these ~o-wi£; he declared I'I never los t heart".

Part III

But above all else Paul did not lose heart because of.

I, ~t-!'s-:t, ~ did not lose heart because he had a genuine and

growing experience of God. He declares that the same God who had

said in the beginning, "Let there be light", had shined into his own

heart to give the light of the knOWledge of the glory of God in

the face of Christ".

This tremendous experience that had taken place as he journeyed

from Jerusalem to Dar:lascus, w.t.en he beeame obedieat to :the- hea'Je.tl.1.y,

~8i:O:R, was a growing experience. "Rise and stand upon your feet;
eft ~.l.,~

for I have appeared to you "&JleH for this purpose to ~pwotritvto

serve and bear 'vi tness to the things which you ha.ve seen and to

those in which I will appear to you. II Paul was constantly passing

from "these tbings ll to "those things". He was strengthened and

heartened by a present and growing experience of God through Christ.

~ I SQ.Qena-, Paul kept up 11eart in the face of opposition and in

spite of his failing powers, because he \Vas being constantly renewed

and reinforced. "Though our outward nature is wasting away, our

inner nature is being renewed every day." Paul had not only

learned hoW to give, but what is just as important, he had learned
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This \Vas in accordance wi th the \vord of our Lord - "He spoke
.L

a parable to them to this end that m~n ought always to pray an~ never

lose heart " . It was tne conviction of Jesus that real prayer and

loss of heart do not walk hand in hand. To this Isaiah utters a

firm "Amen!" "Even youth shall faint and be weary, the young men

shall fall eXhausted, but those who wait for the Lord shall renew

their strength. II ~~fUi:t~(ai8'tl;e'"!~:fr2t;;t4~tig~!l~:~:~~';&:r~.
't.~Jt1 "-bL.-...- ~~i ~-l.

3. JPhen(Paul,ybeing ea:re of God ana eonota.ntl-y undergirded .8y the

~o".e:r o:f...:God-, \vas sure of victory. He was a dauntless optinist. Now

optimiSM is hardly regarded as a virtue today. Of course there is

a superficial optimish that is at once d:iEcouraging and silly. But
~v~

the s\lperficial optimist is"eertainly no worse that the superficial
~-c..A·_·e

pessimist. Paul was e9Pta1fi that he was not fighting a losing

battle. His final word about his own people whose rebellion

seemed to mal~e them utterly hopeless, is this: "S0 all Israel shall
. • ?jJ~~.6t.~~

be saved (Romans 11 :26). J.J..-....-~~. _.,_ r-': ,r.-
--~ t::< •. \.. ""'- .... - ,.,J , , ,,, -

The optimism of Paul isyakin to that ofv'Jestts. Of all the

optimists that ever lived, Jesus was the most dauntless. He saw

the horrors of human failure with a clearer eye than any other Who
~

ever lived. Hevsaw back of the tragedy of human suffering-emct

ortW~y tne deeper tra~edy of sin. But the ringing ca.ll HomAHs
~~~

~ that comes-ylover and over again is this ';- uBe of good cheer II •

He said it amids~ the upheavals of nature. He said it in the face

of ruin that sin had wrought. He said it as he faced the drross.
-- -t-VIA11etJOL/ ~

What was the secret of his optimism? v 'He had an unshaken faith

in God, Mis ~ler. Second, believing in GOd, he believed also in

man as GOd's child. Nobody was beyond the pale of confidence. He

told a certa~~se outstanding characteristic was fickelness,
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that he would become a rock. He spent much of his time with

outcast men and women with w.nOp:p nObody~lse would associate, 'fInd y..j........,,~

never doubted that the worst cbuld become the best. Such was the

faith of Paul. Such may be our 'faith. If it is, we can not only

hold on our course, but we shall have a contagious courage. that

may lead us into many a conflict, but never into defeat or dispair.

We too can say, even in our difficult day~ II..,I never lost heart".
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Subject: Bridging the Chasm.

2d Corinthians, 5 chap vs.

Yes, God was in Christ •. Christ's coming to us was God's coming
to us. And when Christ died on Calvary, it was God dying. For in Him,
that is in Jesus, dwells all the fulness" of the God-head b:edily.

And the purpose of God in Chri st' s corning into thi 6 world, we
are told, was to reconcile the world unto Himself. Now, reconciliation
implies estrangement. It implies alienation, separa.tion. Reconciliation
between two who have never been in any sense R.lienated from each other
is an impossibility. So that the i"act that God is seeking to reconcile
the wo~ld unto Himself clearly implies anot,tler 1"act, and that is that
the world is alienated f"rom God. There is an old story of how countless
centuries ago man lived in a wonderful garden home o All nature was
friendly to him. He was unruffled by passion, unbeclouded by prejUdice,
unmarked by dis.eaBe and unscarred by sin, He was on intiml3.te terms wi th
Heaven and his friendship with God was close and sweet.

But the story says that sin one day stole into this garden home,
and tha.t after its coming man's relation to God was changed; thEl,t when
Hie footsteps were heard walking in the garden, he ran no more to meet
Him. He no more sought His com:r,lany. In fact, he turned his back upon
Him and hid. And lovewA.s turned to fear and confidence was changed
into unpelief. And for that man every rose faded and every fountain
became muddied and. every bird hushed its song, and. the garden faded
for him like the mirage of the desert and he found himself in a strange
and changed and death-infested world. .

~\ ..
Now, you may regard this story as nothing more than an
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myth, or you may regard it as an , or you may regard it as a fact.
However you regard. it, there is this much aboM..t tluD 4tqtyr that remains
eternally truQ1:iuj1W(eQua JPiil> ~u~nfiake,,'stij'J:1~ijijfiJG3dfJh{J:HiU:~e8l:'1e8 to
rej oice in His pre~ence orHT~R;! ,~~~lt. H.A~o~~~~~I\~~iP. A man. may sin and
ignore Gad and be lndiff'eren't fo Him or he may fear Him wlth a fear that
gradually hardens into hate, buerl'o,Hn{Ef~'Hc!a.n live in rebellion against
Him and at the same time delight in Him or enjoy Hisfellowehip. How
ever dearly you may love your father, hie coming bringe no joy to yo~

if you know that during hie absence you h~:ve been living in rebellion.
against his wishes. Now, what effect does the fact of Gad have upon you?
To think 01:' God as He if! revealed in Jesus Christ ough't to be the most
joyous thought that could ever come to a human soul. To many that is
the case. To have His'friendship and His fellowship ..... "to rejoice·
with joy unspeakable and fu1l~Ory.'l To realize Him BS closer tha,n
breathing and nearer th.an han sa tfiM Vi!!!! to live in the warmth and
beauty of an eternal springtime. To heR.r His voice saying, "I will never
leave thee nor forsake thee" is music sweeter than dream bells chiming'
upon the sloping hills of sleepo

But what emotions does the thought of God stir within you? Same
of us do not like to think of Him at all. Some of us refuse to think
of Him, and others of us think of Him only with fear, distrust and hate.
Il~ -c: carnal mind ", says Paul, 11 is enrni ty, - he. tred, agains t Gad. II So
that whether the story of the fall is historically true or not, this
much is true: that man has became separated from Gad, and that the grim
power that separated'him iahis own sin. This fact is stated over and

~~Y.er~nd.over again_.in Gc.dts word. This fact is also proven by every page
of numan' history. Unmistakable proof of it i a to be found in the daily
papers of today and of yesterday. The truth of this fact is also borne.
out ~the conscience of every unspoiled man. When God'B Word says that
.sins-~ave separated between you and God, we ~now with terrible certainty
that that statement is true.

So that Christ came to reconcile me.n to Him~elf because ma.,n he,s
become estranged. His coming is the coming of the father seeking for his,
lost Child} and Hie hope in bringing about a reconciliation is based upon
the conviction that man will respond to God when he sees Him as He really
is. And so Christ, through Eis living and more eS'Pecielly through Hia
dying, comes to· show us the very heart of God. we can never know God
apart from Jesus Christ. ~bat is music? Go look in the dictionary, but
if that is all you do you will never know anything about it. You can sit

.down on the grass under an apple tree and learn more from the mocking
bird in five minutes than you can from all the lexicographers that ever
lived in a thousand years. What is love? I asked a group of little
children the other day if they ever SHW any love and they held up their
hands, and they were not mistaken. They had seen love incarnate in a
mother's face and in a father' s l*~. Love had cradled them, had
cared for them Rine e the first mom~t they he.d opene9. thei r eyes on thi s
world. What is God? Answer; Look at Calvary. Look at the Christ of
the cross o liere is one who loves me with a passion stronger than death.
Here is one also who hates my sin as profoundly as He loves me, for we'
must never forget. that the cross is ae real a protest against sin as it
is e, declaration of infinite love. In the presence of this cross I
sing;

"Oh, Love that will not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in thee;
I give thee back ,the life I owe,



"

And this reconciliation between God a,nd man meHns also reconcili ..
a.tion of' man with himself. Man is by nature at war, The PSB,lm.ist prays:
liMy soul cleavethunto the duet. Q,uicken thou me!" He is conscious of
a divided eelf 0 Where coul.d you find so dramatic a'picture of this

. tragic fact as Paul' B description of himself in the 7th of Romans? The
ba~tle rages in terrible and agonizing bitterness till it reaches its
climax in that wild cry: "Oh J wretched man that I am, who shall del i Vel"

,me?" Then cornea the answer: "1 thank God through Jesus Christ there is·
therefore now no condemnation. 1I For Paul is at peace with himself.
(The man in India seeking peace.}

';i'~:~\:~~<; '\ ~
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~ \ ,That in thi n dep1llils ito fl,ow

)

. May richer, ' be. II

, '. utinhitf 6ua uti!!) ltf1tnnj~fls. lu nninH 11111li1] dhUfUt(:t
And alling-in love with,Christ, I alao fall in love'with God. "For God:~

"was in Christ reconcilin~u~f1er::lw'oft.d'qe:Ht"'dT1r:f%'S1~!f. \I

,:)- ,0 ,HOT<)IIIIHaAW

Jesus,Christ on the cross not only reconciles man to God and
man to himself; He also reconciles ma.n to his brother. And believe me,
my' friends, real brotherhood will corne in no other way. I have no
hope of the.world being ultimately RAved by treaties and compacts and
agreements apart from the power of Chri at. As long as men remain un..

;regenerated; as long as men refuse to surrender to the Christ of the
coross. just so long will they remain selfish and just so long will they
remain unbrotherly. But surrender to a common Lord does make men

,,<bl\otllt;trs. If your Christiani ty haa not made you brotherly, it is not
',',,'PMlI¥a~1!\'itJJmU~~~.~.~~.,·:£~~\lQ:t:J.4 a+~~g~a~ 1\!if. ;tl,fAct~\rk1':'to ..,~·~\,~~,\·~\, """"'"

,~~:p6~'tha~1 ffIIir$g:f O:;'beyond'wordlf~Aricr"therE¥'l ~bu~;on~: hope~""an~ .her
ra but one remedy. and that is a crucified Christ. Men become brothers
a.t the foot of the eros's and they do not bec ome brothers anyWhere el se.
(Jesse).,

ir CGC:BR
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A STRAm-E FAVOR

Begging 1m most earDEl stly for the favor. (Motfatt)

II Corinthians 8-4

Paul has just· paid a visit to a church over at Corinth ot which he had

once been pastor. He has poured the wealth of his rich personality into this

:Mo-h congregation. Now he bas given himsel1' the thrill of paying them a visit.

Going back to a congregation that a minister has loved and served is always a

delight. It is as joyous. many tiroos. as eJ)ing home after a long absere e.

Paul. therefore. is naturally elated over this visit.

But that which thrilled him above all else is the fact that these friends

of his. these Imn and wOlmn whrhe has led to Christ. have asked him for a

favor. They have gathered about him with an insistence that would not broo~

denial. "Begging me earnes tly J" he says, and as he say8 it, he is as enthus-

iastic as a cheer leader Whose team bas just made a touch-down. There is a

lilt in his voice and a sparkle in his eyes that indicates that he is elated

beyond words.

How strange~ ~ do not like to be besieged by beggars as a rule. Why

~.
the reason that~people do not come to church is because the pastor is always

begging. I t is always money, money J money. They do no tlike to be begged,

so they stay away. I stepped off the boat in Port Au Prince&ttardly had I

set foot on land till a couple of beggars approached me. The further I walked

the more they accumulated. I felt like a snow-ball rolling down the hill.
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;'The experience was not pleasant. Even a patient mot.ber grows tirea of her

children pulling at her skirts always asking for something. But tilsse beg

I....J·~t-'L
gars have delighted Paul beyond ell Qtae~8. Why was this the case? It was

because of the favor they were asking.

I.

What was this favor?

1. They were not asking the Apostle for a donation. He was accustomed

to such requests. I am quite sure that he was not ;irked by them. Such requests

are at time legi tima te. They arB at times absolutely necessary. Very few of

us have not had to ask for help at so~ time in our lives. When I was away at

college I received money upon which to come home. It was a little too much,

therefore, I decided to visit the sea. When I got back I had just enough for

my railroad ticket. I had to make the journey on an empty stomach. I was too

timid ~~ l~~i to ask for help. But if I had it to do over, I would ask.

There are t~s when all of us need help, and when such requests are right.

These were not asking for money.

2. NO more were ttley asking for position. They were not even asking

for a chance to work. That too, of course, is a legitimate re~uest. There is

no surer sign that an economic order is diseased than the fact that several

millions of people willing to work have no chance. The r1gh t to earn an hones t

living is what we all might legitimately expect. But these were not even ask-ing

for the right to work.

They were neither asking for some position in the church. I rejoice in

that. Those who scramble for position in the church do harm to ttlemselves,

am always they lose some thing fine out of their lives. Yet, we have always

had those with us who were set on offi c1a1. posi tion. Their ambi tiona range
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from a desire for the Episcopacy on down to being the fifth recording secretary

of the~~Of Jacob. This is, of course, not criminal. James aDd John fell

into that snare at one ti~. But it always proves ugly and disappointing. These

were not seeking position.

3. No more were they seeking exemption. They ware not asking to be excused.

That would have been quite a reasonable request under the circumstances. These

people had passed through a depression that would makes ours

prosperity. The Apostle tells that they had been reduced to

look like a wave of

the ~O1' i4t~
~. Therefore, it would have been natural for them to appeal to the great Apostle.

~(we are not go ing to ask you for help, but we are go ing to ask you to excuse us

1/
trom making any sort of contribution.

Now there are tb.ose who fim themselves in just that position. I remember

a most excellent couple Who belonged to my church in Birmingham. They were always

.in their places, both morning and evening. Once they had been good contributors,

but now the wolf of want was howling so loudly at their door that they found it

impossible to keep up wi th their finances. One day tb.ey said 'to lIB, "We are a

bit ashamed to come to church. We are mndering if' it would not be best to give

our places to someone else." "By no meaDS," I answered. The fact that you can-

not give money does not mean that you cannot give anything. You can still give

your sympathy, your prayers, and your presence. These are all valuable. SO!Il'-

times, the peat.Lot us bave to be excused from giving money. But these friends

of Paul were not asking for exemption.

4. What then were they asking? They are asking tb.e privilege of giving.

"Begging .... most earmstly for the favor of contributing to the saints." No

wonder the Apostle was thrilled. No womer he could not tell tbat fascinating

experience without a new sparkle coming into his eyes am a new tenderness

coming into his voice. He was glad to .bear this request) )l6t simply because

he needed the money for the poverty stricken saints of Jerusalem. T.bat of
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course was the ease. But his supreme joy was born of the fact that these

friends of' his were the kind of men and 'Mlmen that looked upon the privilege

of giving as a great favor. That he should rejoice does not surprise us when

we realize the secret of' their eagerness to give.

II.

Why were they so eager to give?

1. It was not because such eagerness was universal in that day. It was

not universal, it never has been. If their desire were universal the Kingdom

of God would have come long ago. This does not mean, of oourse, that there is

not some bit of eagerness to help in the here and now. We are surprised again

and again at the kindness of certain tolks trom Whom we expected no kindness.

,When Paul was shipwrecked in the Mediterranean he said, "The inhabitanta of

the island where we

not altogether batt.

landed sho\!ied him great kimnesses."~~ nature is

~~1~;pe, the favor of being allowed to give is not one

that is always gre8ted with eagerness.

2. Neither did these folks look upon the privilege of giving as a favor

because they were prosperous. I have just reminded you that they were anything

but prosperous. They were desperately poor. '':''hen, prosperi ty does not always

promote liberality. The poorest church I ever served was the church whose

finances were the easiest. Prosperity tends toward stinginess as a rule, rather

than the opposite. It is, generally speloking, far easier 1D get a [;!an to tithe

when he is getting twelve hundred dollars a year tmn it is when he is getting

twelve t.bousand dollars. There is sOI:l:lthing quite benumbing about prosperity

to the average IlJin. Too often it chokes t~ best out of him; he puts his own

comfort above everything else, and thus misses the best.
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MShe built herself a little house, all walled around with pride,

Took prudence for her servant, and shut herself inside."

Page 5

"She pUlled the blinds down tight as tight when sorrow chanced to roam,

Experienc~ called, she sent down word, that she was not at home."

"Then wherefore should she now complain, and wherefore should she sigh

If life and love and laughter have forever passed her by."

3. Why then did they look upon giving as a favor? Paul lets us into the

secret. They~ their own se:lves to the Lord. Their giving of their sub-

stance was born of their giving of themselves. They had dedicated themselves

to God. That is Christianity. All else falls short. What is God asking of .

you and me this day? Not for our work primarily, not for our IllOney, not for

our prayers and tears. He is a.sking for ourselves.

They gave themselves to the Lord. That is Christianity, the whole of it •

.~••">./~-
It is Christianity in its beGinning, in it~ ~, in its consummation. Years

ago when my first born was a little Chap, he came into my study with a piece

of cake that his IllOther had given him. We bali a slight misunderstand! ng. He

gave ven~ to his indignation 8bainst his father by crumbling the cake upon the

carpet, And then looking at me with considera:Jle defiance. "Son, 11 I said,

"did you do that?1t "Yes," was t.ba prompt answer. "Well you will have to pick it

up." "I feel bad~ was the reply. "I am sorry that you are sick," I continued

"but you will have to pick up the cake. tt til will be a [pod boy, It was his next

reply. In fact, he was willing to do almost anything except tbe one thing that

was the issue between us. That may be the case with ourselves. But there is

no substitution for the giving of ourselves to God.

Now baving done this, we become partakers of the divine nature. We com.e

to look upon life through the eyes of our Lord. To feel about service and

gi ving sana what as he telt. How d1 d he feel abo ut it? He was eager to give.
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He declared "It is more blessed to give than to receive." No womer Paul's

heart sa1when these beggars besieged him asking for the privilege ot giving.

Such begging was a badge of real Christ-likeness. ot course, one may be liberal

after a fashion and not be a Christian. But no man can be a Christian, am

at the same time be grasping and greedy for self.

III.

Being thus Christian, they naturally had a unique attitude toward giving.

What is Christian givi:r.g? How does a genuine Christian give? Look at tile

giving ot these hurllble and poor saints.

1. They gave voluntarily. There are son:e folks who never give at all.

Those who do give are divided into two classes. First, there are those who

have to be conscripted. It must be sought. Somebody must take time to call

upon than. To explain and to conjure. But there are others who volunteer.

They f!P on the assumption that your tirze is as valuable as theirs, they are

self-starters.

I shall never forget my first experience with a car that was a self-

starter. I had recently beCOlie the pllloud:owner 01' my fi:rst automobile. After

a three mile drive I had become so proficient that I drove this car into my

garage and. right on through. One day while it was being repaired, a call

came for a wedding out in the country. The garage man was kind enough to

lend me his car that was a self-starter. While crossing a shallow creek with

a very muddy bottom, I killed my angine. At first this struck terror to my

heart. I W'A.S thinking of the figure I V«>uld cut at the wedding after wading

in this muddy stream to crank: my car. ThBn I remembered that it was a self-

starter. I touched my toe to the mechanism and off she went. Tnank God for

...j
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thos e who stYe under any circum.s tance. But thank Him especially for the self

starters.

2. They gave proportionately. Paul said, "They gave in accordance to

their ability." That is as beautiful as it is rare. I have read soma thrilling

books, but few are more thrilling than a handful of pledge cards. So~ of

these, of course, are depressing. They fill the heart of an earnest pastor at

times with hot indignat ion and posi t1ve shame. Then others bring mist before

his eyes and a warm glow to his heart. So many of us are not willing to do our

part. What is it to give adequately as a Christian? It is to do our best.

The IIlin with five talents is expeCted to give more than the one with one. But

both are expected to be faithful.

3. Finally, they gave sacrificially. r:;:'hat is the most beautiful way of

all. "Acoording to their ability, and beyond their ability." Ah, that is

beauty to its superlative degree. Why is much of our modern religion so tame

and dull? Why is it so often lacking in charm and fascination? Because there

is so little of heroism, so little of courage, so little of the spirit of the

cross.

Most of us are ~raid of sllch living and such giving. rChat is the reason

that we miss the best. We persuade ourselves that He has come to give us an

easy time inst ead of to make us great. That He is out 1:0 give us comfort rather

tban character. We tnus forget tbat our religion is one that has a Cross red

with blood at the center of it. Some of us see in it no beauty that we should

desire it. I saw a bit of a letter from a Chap the other day who was telling

how much happier he was sine e he threw all faith in God away. Why was this

the case? He did not have the kind of grit to 11 va a life that he kow a holy

God would expect of him. He was trying to content his soul with a road that

is low and easy •

"'b. ~, o( :~_~~._.,
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"She set a rose to blossom in her hair --the day faith died,

'Now glad,' she said, 'and free I go'-- and life is wide,

Then through long nights she stared into the dark --

and knew she lied."

How then shall we think of tMs Christian giving? These saints who

gathered about Paul were right. Giving is not a hardship. It is not a way of

narrowing life and making it lean and mean. It 18 a way of expanding it. To

give sacrificially, bo th of yourself and your substance 18 t.be only way true

to living. That will not be the way simply in some far orf tomorrow. That is

the way in the here and now. Only those who live sacrificially experience real

living. "She that liveth is dead while she liveth."

Then such sacri:t'icial g1 ving is a IIIilanB of taking \<tl.at is material and

temporal and changing it into sonething that is spiritual am eternal. We

have a chance here in St. Luke's Church of changing our material SUbstance, at

least SOIIE bit of i ti into eternal good that shall never ~ss away. When I go to

the Holy Land I am going to look for the barns in which the rich fool stored

his corn--No, I am not. ThOBe barns have been dust and ashes long centuries.

But there \"o6S an investment that would have conserved every bit of .Ilis wealth

had he invested it in human personality. Such an investment would last as long

as God. Therefore, this mor Ding in his Name I am remind ing you of the greatea t

favor that even God can grant to you. The favor of being allowed 1x) share with

a needy world your substance and yourself.
If

, ( I

Ft



· A BEAUTIFIJL FAVOR
2 Corinthians 8-4 - "Begging me of t,by own

accord most earnestly for the favor." Moffett

Paul is excited. He is as enthusiastic as a cheer leader at a ball

game whose team has just made a touchdown. He is so full of his exciting

good news that he lays all but violent hands on the members of this
';r

Corinthian church to tell them his amazing tidings. He has just passed

through an experience that has made him so #oyful that he cannot keep his

joy to himself. Therefore, he said, "I have to tell you of the grace of
II

God bestowed upon t he churches of Macedonia.

The situation is this. Paul has just come back to visit the church

in Macedonia where he has been privileged to labor in other days. He has

been back to greet old friends, to be cheered by t~e faith of his sons

and daughters in the gospel. There are few finer priviJe ges than that of

a pastor's revisiting his beloved congregation. It renews sweet associations

and deepens religious convictions. But what ha.d gladdened Paul mcs t as he

made this visit was the fact that he had no more than reached the church be-

fore he found himself lit~rally besieged by beggars.

Now, beggars do not always thrill us. Years ago when I stepped off

the boat at PortePrinc~,Hayti I was immediately accosted by a beggar. As

I set out down the street Ie was joined by others. By and by I had grown

into a troop. I reminded myself of a sn~ ball rolling down a hill. Tt2

experience was not altogether pleasant. Had I responded to all I should

soon have had to appeal to 1them. Even mothers get tired of being ever-

lastingly tugged at, and some stingy husbands,who haven't sufficient judgment

to treat their wifes as equals,e-wn resent being begged 15ivrthose who mve

a right to share equally in their income. But these beggars brought the

great apostle vast joy. This was the case because of the kind of beggars

they were.
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I

For what were these shame1e ss and insistent beggars asking?

To begin negatively, they were not asking for donations. Of course,

Paul was accustomed to such requests. Not only so, but he welcomed those re-

quests when they came. There come times in the life of most of us when we

need material help. If you have never been beholden to anybody for anything,

then you are an exception to t he rule. As a college 3tudent I went

~
hungry f0r many l0ng~ because I was too timid to ask for a hand-out.

If I had it to do over again I would swallow my pride in order to set to

"-
swallow some food. But these folks were not asking for donation~.

No more were they asking for exemptions. They were not in easy cir-

tJLbl;J.r..
cumstances. Paul tells us they were in deepest d~88 af poverty. TheU

were passing through a depression that would make the one through which we

fa ssed a few years ago look like a wave of prosperity. It would mve been

quite natural, therefore, for them to have said to the great apostle, ~,

"We are not asking for material help but we tell you frankly that we are

not going to be able to help others.

us."

Do not expect any contribution from

Now, there might be 1t.Jiunes when we should have to make such a request.

I was pastor of Fir st Church, Birmingham, during t he worst years of the

depression. A fine coup1e came to me one day and said, "We feel tta t we ought

~o give up our pew. 1I Theywer e constantly present at services of the church,

both morning and evening. '11,\,1[e are no longer able to pay anything, II they

continued. "To take up room makes us ashamed." But I answered, "You are

making a contribution.¥our presence, your sympathy, your prayers are of

genuine worth. Because you cannot give money, do not let that prevent your

giving anything." They had to a sk for exemption. These Macedonians might
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have made the same request but t hey did nd. •

No more were they asking Paul for some position in the church. I

have become through the years increasingly afraid of the churchman who

seeks something for himself. Such seeking usually takes something fine

out of the seeker. It usually adds to his arrogance if he wins. It

often makes him sour if he loses. The question of preferment has no

place in the church of Jesus Christ. I think we are usually happy in our

religion in proportion to the honors what we do not seek. Bud Robinson

prayed an exceedingly wise prayer when, after sight-seeing a whole day

in New York City, he bent his knee in frayer to say, "Lord, I just want

to thank you that I ain't seen a single thing that I want."

What, then, I repeat, what then was the favor for which these church

men were asking? Here it is. Theywere asking for the priviJe ge of making

a contribution to the needy church at Jerusalem. They fairly laid hands

on Paul and said, "V>Je hear that you are receiving an offerIDgJ'for the

church. Don't pass us by. We want to share in it. We insist upon it.

Thus they looked upon giving, not as a horrible chore that they were

somehow to put through with wry faces; they looked upon giving as a

privilege. Thus they fairly thrust their offerin~s upon their former

pastor. Their conduct made the heart of Paul to sing for joy.

II

Why was this the case?

1. Paul rejoiced in receiving their gifts because he knew that with toe

money thus given he could help the ~eedy saints of Jerusalem. Paul never

despised money. Neither did Paul's Master. They both knew that money is
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power. Instead 0f being the root of all evil, it may be a.means of im-

measurahllie good. Money can fling open the door of opportunity to a promising

youth. Money may be bread for the hunery, clothing for the naked. It may

be healing for the sick. Money may enable you to reach a hand across the

seas and even across the river of death to help your felmow. He rejoiced

in their giving because money is a means of carrying on the work of God.

I am not forgetting that the church is a religious organization,

But it is an organization, nonetheless. It is an organization that cannot

be run without money. What a blessing that is. Any church that can be run

without money would not run long. It would die.of its own selfishness.

If some multimillionaire were to endow this church so that its membership

would not have to give another penny, you might as well dynamite it. Money

is as essential to the work of the church as it is to any other organization

in the world.. In giving, therefore, these peopJe were helred and Paul re-

joiced.

2. Their giving made his heart sing because such giving indicated

the kind of men and women they were. What your attitude is towards giving

is a test of gharacter. We read that Jesus sat oyer against the treaaurer

on a certain Sabbath when the offering was being received. Why was he

domng this? Because h€ i~sforever interested in our financial program.

He knew, as I have come to see more iully with the passing of the years,

that a man's attitude towards money is an acid test of character. Every
K~

opportunity to give is a 94t of ~ judgment day.

This eager giving on the part of these Macedonian saints indicated

that they had become vital' Ch:Dfustil~HllaJ;;l.. Stich:lgiving was not natural. Such

giving did not belong to everybody in general. It belonged to them be-

cause, as Paul tells us, they had first given themselves to the Lord. Having
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given themselves, they had been remade. Having given themselves,

they had dedicated their possessions.

If you are a genuine Christian to how much of your income does ~

~ lay claim? The usual answer is a tenth. Certainly we ought to

give a tenth as a minimum. But we are to use the other nine-tenths under

the guidance of his spirit. Having given themselves to the Lord, they had

come to see giving through t heir Master I s eyes. Therefore, they recognized

it as life's supreme privilege. Such an attitude showed that they were

truly Christian.

Now, I have known men here and there who were quite liberal who were

not Christians. Sometimes they made no claim to any sort of religious faith.

It is possible, therefore, for one to be fairly liberal and not be

Christian. But it is utterly impossible to be truly Christian and to be

stingy and grasping and selfish. If you are offended by every opportunity

to give, it would be well for you to re~examine your guide post,for hhe

chances are that you are on the wrong road.
over

3. Paul shouted pi their eagerness to give because he knew that such

giving was a sure road to enrichment. The man who shuns the privilege of

giving is seeking his own impoverishment. It was Jesus who said "It is more

blessed togive than D recliive." How did he know? He had tried it out.

Of course, it is a great privikge to receive. That we all know. How well

I know it. What a receiver I have been across the years.

It was my privilege to be born &rito a Christian home. I received a

training in my young and tender years that gave me the finest moral support.

I went to schools established by the ch4urch. It was the church that

consecrated my marriage. It was the church that buried my dead. The church

has been my spiritual mother as it has been yours. It is a great privilege
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to receive.

But to give is a yet gr~ater privilege. Giving is a privilege because

it gives meaning to our getting. Merely to g~ has no meaning.if we cannot

share.Such giving keeps getting from becoming a curse. I have reeminded you

of what makes the De~d Sea dead. There were two. seas,-.You remember, here to-

gether in the Orient. One looked out and saw a river coming and said,

rIA river is coming to me today." That sea received this river and said, "It

is too good to keep." So it passed it on down the ,valley. It is known as

the Sea of Gali~e. It retains its beauty to this day.

But ahetheb, sea looked out and saw that same river coming and said, "There

is a river coming to me today." And when it received it, it said, "It is mine.

It is all mine. I will not let a single drop of it go for the watering of a

baby's lips or the moistening of a flower." So what? They say that the Jaws

of nature, which are the laws of God, said of that sea, "Earth to earth,

ashes to ashes, dust to dust." To get without giving is deadly.

But the opposite is true. The hand that is open to give is the only

hand that is capable of receiving. I read some time ago of a little chap who

got'lt his hand fastened in a very fine antique vase. At Uist he called in

help. His father tried to extract his hand and could not. Then he got his

hammer to break the §ase. But it ~ms a very expensive article. So he said to

the lad, TlNow open your end wide and make one more effort." And the little

fellow, looking at him in amazement, said, flIf I ope~ my hand like tffit I

will drop my penny." But it 'is only the wide open hand to gige that is wide

open to receive. Paul rejoiced over the giving of these because he knew that

such giving indicated Christlike character and would lead to greater Christ-

likeness.

III

Now, how did these saints give?
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1. They gave voluntarily, eagerly. There are those in every church who

give only when they are prodded and pushed. They give when some man just as

busy as themselves seeks them out and makes an extraction. There are others

who g ivenwhen theY like the man who approaches them or when they approve of

the pastor.

But did you ever think of how small a fart of the contribution you make to

the church goes to the pastor? Did you ever remember than in giving to the

church you are not giving to some individual,but you are giging to a cause~

and to hom who is back of the cause? If your pastor, though, is one in whose

ability you have great faith, a man strong enough to get along quite well

perhaps with out your help, then you will give. But if he really needs it,

you will be a little more slow.

The first big promotion I ever had sent me to a church that was paying

almost twice the salary that I was receiving. I had been preaching only six

years and I was following a man who was then regarded as the outstanding

preabher 6.£ the state. The first thing the Board did upon my arrival was to

cut my salary. Now, the salary tvey paid was far more than I had been getting.

Having never been a money lover, I was able quite well to live off what they

were paying. But my task was made far harder by the fact that in thus lONer-

ing the salary, they told me, they told themselves, they told the congregation

that they had an inferior man. That is not good church business.

These people were eager to give because they believed in t he cause. I am

thankful for those out of ~om their friends can extract a few dollars, but

thank God for the self-starters. I shall never forget the first self-starter

I ever drove. I was going to a wedding in the country. In the middle of

a muddy crkak I killed my engine. I had a clear vision of how I would look at

the wedding after wading knee deep in that black mud. Then I remembered that
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I was driving a self-starter. I stepped on the right mechanism and lived

happily ever afterward.

gave voluntarily.

These, as many of us, were self-starters. They

2. They gave systematically. Haphazard giving is better than none at

all, but systematic- giving is better for the giver. It is better for the

institution to which you give. For a church to run its business in a business-

like way it must be able to know with some de!3ree of accuracy what it is going

to receive and when. If you exercise systematically, if you eat and sleep in

the same fastion, you will have better health. If you have a sane technique

for the ~actice of your religious life, you will have better spiritual health.

These people gave systematically.

3. They gave proportionately. The man who had one talent did not give

as much as the man who had five. There are those in every church who contri-

. bute, but who contribute only a meager fraction of what they ought to ;:, ive.

Few things are more dis[Yusting than to hear some man of wealth say, "1 will

give a mite." When the widow gave her mite it was everythinp,.

If you desire some day a little thrilling reading, look over certain ~hurch

pledgesr;'-'Some of them will bring a mist before your eyes. They are so lib-

eral in proportion to what the gives possesses. There are others that will fill

you with a kind of shame and indignation. There are people listening to me

now who have given this year about the same that you did ten or fifteen yeaBs

ago when money was worth three times what it is today and when you were getting

far less. Blessed is the man" who insists on carrying his part of the load.

;L, Finally, they gave sacrificially. Listen to what Paul says o§ them:
rl. IJ

"In proportion to their abiihity," he declares. Yes, and be~ond their ability

they gave. Of course, our Lord can use our prudeh~ tna conservative gifts, but

such giving never thrilled him. But when he saw a widow give ~ she h8.d, when
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he said of Mary, "She hath gone what she could," then he stood up to cheer.

It so happened that our religion is a religion with a cross, red with sacri-

ficial bmood in the center of it. It calls for the denial of self. That

denial of self must express itself in our giving as in all else. Give meD

the man who gives voluntarily, systematically, sacrificially, and I will shav

you a man who is happy in his chUrch life and is headed tovrards abundant

living. For to give is m.flLr~i.tyt.o live. To refuse to give is surely to

die.

'-
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• <\, """ 'i~. text: "That you may beoome rich." What an arresting sen
,'e:no.'thi8i81, I wonder if it qUiaken. your pulae beat. I wonder if it' \'
~oe.;\ not,tbrill you inte intense eagerness. I wonder if it will cause you
;~olean expect.antly toward the speaker &8 i,t you were about to hear aome-,

hing.of l'if. and. d.eath importance. '

P••sibly not. The reason i8 you are saying to yourself, "Oh, he
:!~,not ~&lking about g~tting rich in weal th that is tangible. lie haa no
'ips lorobtalning riches that 'you can put into your pocket and tran8

eintoba.col1 and. beane. He is onl;y talking about wealth that is
~$ritual and. abiding. n. i8 only going to talk to us about those riches
~~'will be riches when the sun has grown cold. He is going to tell us

,. ", thing about the treasure that thieves can not break through and steal.
,t- going to talk to 1.18 about that gold that death oan ,not tarnish and
,,'t.Y~;J.'l sAimmerand shine in eternal beauty when this old world bas been
Jif.iftf.:'f'tr',lim11110n oenturies. Of course I am not interested in that.
",p,,,fore I will nod. and draa. or~ think of something ~~~~

,10,. the tra.g441 of this moment is that the big ~e of this .
#i~t7st.ick&D oliQ4.*orld is in material wealth. How to get rich, • why,

"'itW8Sj-.spipg age of 01.11'8 believed that I had. a real recipe for the ob•
. d,J~;,~,tmateria1 wealth there would not be a building in the wide world

'to holdrq congregation. There would not be a Toiee lOUd
.'wij!,:,th.eageJ" ear. of tho.e who wanted to learn the secret,.
. ..•. .... "~,~..a4acb".,, ,.the.e seven day sickness•• to which 80
..• Tt'atim.,-"watttct-&rr-b~O'rg"'TieDe-..'ft woul ct-ht.t:n';Y' ..to· tile - .

>.~,bfr1,sk of being crushed tG death in order that we m1ght learn
»i1~ this lailing human hand the neeting and unsatisfying
,1;lUa world •

.... ~ut realweaJ.th~ • I wonder if we are not interested in that. I
Ac;l-u·' it you would not like to become genuinel;y and trul;y rioh. Believe

"'j Iti8 pos.ible. The w.al th of this world is not wi thin the reach of
}~o';Jola. J'inancial success many. of us will never attain. Life for a
4S_t,.ny is going to be one long battle with the wolf. And. believe me,

,"",ertt i8 no disgrace. It is a great inconvenience at times, but that i.
'~':' And sometimes it is a great blessing. But spiritual poverty" that
a never • blesBing, and need never be endured •

.~ I read sometime ago of a man who walkecl away one night from a
'&1"t1&1 homo. He owned. that home. Its luxuries were all his. Its ser-
•..",.t. were ready to do his bidding. but he turned his back on it all. He
',ec.6\Die aunderer and a begger. As a tramp he went from house to house, I
u.»Sry. unwashed. sleeping in the open, taking the stale bread that was
'Ometime. re~he4 grudgingly to him at the back door. And yet the man

s immensely rich.. The,_ did he leave it all to become a tramp? xe
cl lost his mind. That"ls the secret. He was insane.

And I read another story. It ran like this:

-There was a certain man had two sons. And tne younger of
em said unto his father, Give me the portion of gooda that falleth to

And he divided unto them his living.

-And not many c;J.a.ya after the younger·son gatbftred~~l tegetber
4;' ",aox, hi. Journey lnto a fazo Guntry.1t
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)--_::-:-';:-'-">~ ',-,' '" ':' ':-':J}<', ~-":-, .."~:,~~-.:,,c~:,,;;-,>::- .'
~o.tt"pv.ll.~¢'~;hQ,.c.~Q.J'yi~:.(XL..J'1tuut, n.f1t~eac1 It.~ You rem.emberh...

.PflD.~Jd~ -.,.4 :f.W1ct',hi~~et,'p~.~.·Clw1a.· 'tJ'·ough 11l11t.ter ..ant.. .vo..,
..qll~"~••' 1. ~Q..'.4j.~j·:t.~1;• .l~na;m~e,Q~to gf,v.• ul t,hew.aJ.;th ot .

~4i;1..t.hA'~'t Acn,J..~lCl_Lt.~...eu.t,~··.•~,:tQ.":J'..,.eQ.WltJY"Bo.. did he oO,me to'
o .i;,.lcJ.e:tro»s:'t)ut :r.1.1A.1I.b1l1?.I!,~.p~.:fa'theIt to 8hare10. the tell 0 ".bip
. ~;.li.il1ft"· .. It. .•.~~·Qctt'. Q4Qau b~.·tathe~·4:rov. him a....y ..fZ'•• ~.
,'no.ib.~a~~"h. to\UlCt .. 1 1SeF h&Pp~·P.... awayfroiDbome .. '.' . Drtat,

~*"J,"'·,l,l"th.: a.eret~·_ He t.~eX7:'t.ellc:l.rld"Hla -1udgment ofthi.~1puns(
<~·;:>~••ay.···that he ..•••• b••i.d.,htmself. It:Il. was insane. When be.
,,·tol1i.ma.lt YGuJwo"wba~happel1ed. He· turned hil step. back to-
d.,hoJDo. '.

S. ~o ..~th, thB.'t.Iw~.h'.tD .QJuf.unend .to rq own heartanel yours
."'O.rlllJgj,a.,~tb.'tll..t 1. rich•• indee<1.· It i"a .ealth. that i.

,. ·ltl·'.b~, tGt'IlL".~ 'th.,n,eed.ot',men anclwomen thai have to do busine.s
'f;;'iii1t,tn_::5w.r14. ·l:JutlrJic.,.,u,~cls. Let U8Do,t forget 'that. "e muat
t'·.,h.~~'c"J-·'t~..~.. that1~1.gal tender, .llore aDd 10sal tender alB' 10
.n"~l~ .

.. ~

";\"."1I'0¥J.4·;;allllke to be r1ch.T.tLa'ih la, •••oul.cl;:11ke to poasOI."
'llIUJ~n8~i.hat.v.J' 1 t 18" that malctUP, t • ." 'J'0«4 woU' belug..,e'lr.ul.cl
~f::·~!/I.h014.n't;b.$l treaaurethat w,GUl~ me.an·to 'us·' ~.a~ an4peaoe •.

p .. .... net ·qoDi_niunt. 'But· thO tragod7 cat tbJa pr8fulot hGUJ' i8 J""t
.,.. fa,. _n~,of ll•.turn ca,tur .search in the w:rong' direction. W. thlJ'1J('
tj,ll~t,u.,~,.u.ta,iJi;b4J' .1"e&r.;JD .o:f>,th1ngll~.··';W.·'b,ncl .••~~..•.• en.rg~;e.··a,n~t"'"8c~··'
.. . -.n; "p., ·eftLt....~getr"~~.:t!t'.•e~tr~~rWQc~~

, ~,·..•.••.i.~:a.·.·~.''........ '. .·1.e...... ...QAi,~.d~.~~ 'O~ft~atiQ." and i
.xpirl.il~l:ia".\',a1~P"'\~/

, ';'''''''' \~;~U4··t'aei&'a11liQri:'\.t1m.e.over..' . -.
'f'f' .' ">/',: ,', ';';:t~>: ,'."i<" ",' ' _

ii' .~i9,~Jt,,~.V,flj>b.ccUA.l'e-+l;Yriq~ 1n,tw..* d1J:.ectl~Dt in the ft.rlft
.f.):e, :'b'9~a.;.~;p#·a~,~unt\lI~;t1Qllot .th.· 'l0rl~'••.,.&1til l' anlmpos4libl11 ty

rc'-A\••'orJ,l.i·~ • .Ca.fQt':u••~, Q.t~, &.~C£;:tlnancl.•X'..I c;onf',.. that. I. 40 .
;,o':OQ\.Ult ~""l~'. R9Q~telt..r.l~thtti'··di 't1,n. 1'01'- agr,.tm-.ny of us
·:':~il,lb4f~·.n.;~.ng :b.tt1.•.•+-tJl.J~~.i·.t: .".,,~ll; n.'9'.~'11v. 1n .. .
:p.~.•~i"·4~_"· ....: will ne'''''4&V~·.D7·1,~g.:ban1c-aoqounte it 'we wi11 .. never
o.lI$~1b18ffgu.r. Oil t~"'.AArt..·ot~X'a4,.l· Tkl•••altl1 ot~~. world 11 be.

·'10p.dOllr reach' forever mo.r.:.· .
~ ' we·9ow.dnever win in-t.AAt.lI.y~.ln the aeoond place •.:;bec&Use even

\~~~$b_shO\l1\ibeco:meric111r,tth1ng., t.hing. ne..,er satiafy•. The farmer
' ...~ ..~i·c.b in .t~lJ16..H.·A.." magJ;lU;lcont barns and. 'theywertJ o.ve:rflo1r1ng t
Q~fi'A. wa. not Js..tl.f~ecl. Be OAlQ.d not. h\Uih tho clamor of hie IOlJ1,. Btl
).(j)~;r.fu8ed to bo •.,tilSfi,d wt,th:t.h.aanul tood that he fid to hi. dOnke)'.

~j.\..~4\·hi. aattl.andn1a hoge. lxlci:tl1e sto17 of the Rich Farmer 18 tho
r·,.to,J")' of every gadl-••• man t.hat baa over lived.

; " .

It 1I' ••1d t;Qatt.be nove11siB&lZacbuilded him. a IlUl&nifioent
.... .• bu1r clid not. have tho XIloneytefu1rllisb it. Its 6J'eat and. aplend14

.1'~~~wel'. empty t but. bereand t~:r.lIas II. littleQar4 on tbe n 001' with
,tp..n~ of .. rUS tbat. 11.0 would ·l,.1~eto have h&clthO're" and bero wae a . /

"14...n th.....ll wlth the. natllf·o1: 'aj great· IJ),Ut.e,..piece tba.t he ..ou.141ike
. ~l1ai"'O hunsthere. But,· his turn1 t.uX'e t 111,11 ca~pet8, hi. tapestry, all
~.~~ve1oWJ 4eeG~ationat;nat·wo\l1'" have madeh1a palace complete, were
.lJ~t1ng. Tho,. ..el'aonl7 i~1~Y,; .

'~ .
"f 'c <:C"~;-T':, ,';~-;-
'" "''';,.;



: ~1~; ";'~" . ,,: ;,:'{:,~Jtr$r~!'j~,~:; ., .., '. '. , '. " '
tQ;",PJ,l .J"7't'.;;'&tt~~,~81l"'i!_Il1l11'Jj~:··:Yc:u.v_b.Z'1ehln:r~.jrich 1»

..t:;:~~~Jr=~::~!a,,·attl.oli"lr;,·,g..~q'::,~P;;;~~~Yi"ancS yet 1)e' poverty atrieken

';~W~~!:'jii",~~J!!I\~~~~e'.zjci!!f;~~1'"ti~~}
~"<;;,c"~;:·k":>;.~~:nflJf;·;Vt~'aOEl~,,el!1tlf;,"iri',the'ro~.ofthirig .. meana fail ura, i a

~,tl'''~;''~;~'»;l.ao.;.Y::Q,~,~a.. ~~.n ~QU$J.' ·t~".&1ith:Ot this worlelcoul4
"~'#7l:~t' wl1.li:Jlo.~: l..,.:t'i/,> aa• .,1,,· a :£a~er'~,111 .Old man and he .18 walk
~.¥1jJ';~~~h.,.QnelQ;l,l$;·plQ,t~~.,~al].e%y.,,;:,Tb.ereareth. ~terpl.ce.
~It, 'J" lAnSOlllt;f;:'io1l4" 1;lat~"o!r"l:ul t i 't1&p:.. ;: H.' love. them DlCire .than all
~'" '" .:tl1.~ ;.;n.ch',:a\lt',,;b.~\ J:t.lpJII,ht. ;l,ttan" p.alDlS . togetller' an4 . lay., -I

~O:'''I·. al.];:theae.. . lq..,ooA1;y:t._ DLflIltha more.tol;1..,e•.;d,
~~:-":!:«,:,,, ~"'''''''''',' - ".;",; ,,"~,',"".,,','.. '--.' -,.' ,

. '14.'.'1:1#';. cf:\tCJ~le.V.lt"all. That-···· j,8.hateve~m«m' has to do
P~"I',o .', ,.t,.J'. ."Th,&'t;;ls· w1;ul; the, flrst .,hammedanconqueror ot In418'

; ~,. t,i:~ cl.~., 1"~11~gJ~pcn, a 'best at, ivory;; He .has,had b:rought 1n to
~~;"cu.",~~~'~'Q..lo~.4j,JJ1;;the walJ;tb.that, he, ha.aco~lated by h1.800n- .

";. ·f4~.j\'q. "~." ,·tUbi••• awl d1u.ond., 01> Taluealmoat: untold•.,.
,c)¥~~~ gU.':!,k,,11'1,.~.m,tor. a l'.O:0mont'" and the~. .,ays, .dOh, ill,

'. t,· l1&v.~b.elt';~t.'to,"'C(nlwJ.Jlat.. ~he.~' and. now I must leav•.T..•~-_.
'(~v::•. lhtl:t~·W1U.,;e:" r ," ... .
~"ft11~.,.;:th~,;~~~· t~~· ~ .. aJ,wQ8;lecl tc) .d18appo1n~11~·? .T~:r~";~.•~'
~;s..t. 1",',B,\l1e;;;,".l,~,l;p.!~~\J:i18. P.~~.~Y Wiy· 'beo,omc,rio;tJ.c;(J:,'J"WJ' ,. .,.'
'1)1 t~< \1 . ", 'W~"1 t1) ••;g~Q.V;.'~_~ &«"JIG,f, Sl~ tf.ll<1UJ'e~,.~. '" ,.",

, / " ' " , "t;, .. .-.. , ' " " '." '-', '- " ~"'-'J ' , '; "'" ,,' " "','

.Q~.~ . . .,,~~~j:~~~~~:~~ ,1J.j~+,.;1Jl\1~\ '.." .
. ·t:tl,' " .' ,t. ~;~UsAl\~~.Ct<~, lrJJ~.ql1:J,."j.8.c~~.l.lS ,oU7.Lo:rcf~ ....

c.; }~f'1~:;J~~~!,Va11"\)~.{~.~"~i~·~t!·~;·f~ol.ng1:1f:oneol"'ll. ~
,,-'.: ">.:':>:;t ,';" ;i~ ."',' "<~;:«;:-;:":':"" '~":"~~/::':" --: ::,'- , .,' , "l.",' kf~~\,\,,: ;: .. l"~}T:':'~~;, ,<1~;"{:~ .-, ;,:-;. . .. , . '_,:t~

;. ~:'J'~tt ;,.J"~lD44e.",~ l'1p~:;;la:'lt:r.:'. ·HI says, "1.. ' Q.a;ve ooma. tn.~k.':,
JD1~~·.·.h&, '. ,·;:t'11•. ~4· hay. ·1.~.1~~;c,",~a..ne8." ~.·,'b~tf 1mpression t (·.t ..

. .'..·:·.·.·~' O..~ ..cf...•",y~e.rl........•...t,. m.ad......•............. 11~o n:.. ·.'..•;\.tM'. il.,.,.. " 'l.·.'.·.wh. kn..~">..lU > ••.:........•.....t U t. lia .ll1m8.e.1..t "':r
....:.,'.•j ll-.: AJul' wb4I1.'~ ;",~~~!'.~. knoW" bcl.. ·~~, g~t holel' on :tj,te
.~l"i,N~' ..... .,:' we, see· .yo~,.Di"mmnlns, to H1~,·mt'~:nMthe vital1~

,,~,'tit<"\lo.vt .. ','; .;e;'< j." yet In .' tW morning, .~1d..,. but ho' kneels in thepr«t-> .
;' .ae~.{.ot;thJ.ay.\lPS~·Cb1:.i ••'&,~~ ..Uk~;H1m tor' thss8crot of life. '

' YoncloJ': ·l•.:~~a.u.1ie~xil;d..llel';i.ec!01 tAeJll~.tltLld •• ·, KOt~n.to.
f;t,~4th •. ;reat:;ot.1i1a.\d.u~p~.e.,;o.nclllaY:s,~~'1J~'1!JliCf,a)..O!i.' away.?·

'... '".. '. e'te:t tellS' tM·~aQQJloJf'tha.tbo~d.b1m:-'Q,.hoJDsha1,1 ••. go? .
~.b.Ol&haat the'>"Q'4.~ •.f:tlfe~l1,pe~er knew that He was 'the Bread of
L$t,.,:.,tb,at H•..,,~the,;_.Jo' o-r Llfe ,that He oOUld"g,i:¥e 11r. anel e.oul,4.
aivct, It 1n abun4aneo.· . . .

..... . ...~ct~i,t•• - thati. th.b.igth1ng',.18,ltnot.?~tia the one.
;'''Cl~,rn.l,/~'.~8wre•.. If YOll ~_'.:tit. eY.r:rthine;~ 1s pOIJsJ.bl e 1n a m.easure,
b\l~"£~Qu'tll1'. noth1ng is po••lale...·.hat.d.ath. 7!1er.• used to b.

014 bymn;tiur.to.UJ"" fa'the;.' aangthat/rans

·Ah.loveli.apgea;ran~otc1t).th.
wnat'81.Pt. \,lp;oJ.J.:~;uirth1, s~'ta1r?· ;

., .•o~'·a.11~,tl:l.s..~·:P'la.apt..thatb:reath...
c.4;~.tth,(,'t.n.,/~oa4.boclyoQJIlP,ar•• ! .

'\'J<"'/;:";';:':~ ;.' :'.,',~' .. .'. .
.. ]',~.;"ent.1.nU,·l, •. !

,', :': ...,' ,\" -', -"').~~- '; . ".,"';' .... ,~",'



:"\'·\,:;;:~::::{::Irc"<'" " .> .ii~i';~<?::::·i

,V"~~~P' .·'c; ;'/\,\'. ..".;(A,,::~E~~/xJ':'1}/ ".
'~';;0'~'~j':~f1" ~;~Iii\~ct.;~t110L~';,~·:1.1J2a? I shell oDly get hold upon

;1~~".i·I~·'~~4~)d':'· olJi'.Jea~.~Q~.i,.t;~."~'~.~ih:&thtll.. Son bath 11fe'~
":~'~0i~;~"~ihat:D~;;D ,<~1iEt, 6.Q#~~i,tl:n.t'111"8." .ThiB11te means abounding

.Jtgy,'~;>;J~t:,Ja•.q'f{,V '1i.1lrJ.1.~1'i'~anQ llcn,~~.s·;.;1t '~.} keeJl .onJ oymeot • ,lIost .
1.•;~e~;\u.~;.p.apl>;,;;,th.Y';,Il~,.:,~~"tJ4,~'ot' i~f,,.;~, 'Itj,.~wh~ our vitality .
~~~,,..i' t.n.,.t\'lI':re-tobAdne•• ,a,~;~C),~.~D.Ooms" ,up~n .us. .Ko.t people who

IA,au+ol.df\ are peoPl«J w40\.l'J~ot ShOl"tot li1"e. Abundanoe.r
fI~;·aQun4an~u"0:fjo7,aQ~&noe.r ac:ttv:l. ty,abundanoe of rest.

. . .'. ' " . . ' ...

..l••.M.<£~.o,beo"'l1a.'"li.'"ulf..ko.,\UI r1Cll~nlite, make. u~ rich in
;.:Id,'notmo.thaU'a.;j'~•• ·us' ri,oh1n the Jo~ ot' beioS loved,
.f;:~~:tJ..'1;.lu.oian<l t4lf.'b: l .. a>.\fo.~d.IJ:r~ur trea8ure•.,· How men loved

cA:44;'t~J'._i;tn.em~·:th",j'p.~athet~,xt,PaUl. ". Ro,. men. loved
", ,.H.'~e1.l..'u~~h..j.tM£Ga1.f.:U.•n.,""l1lcl.hav."glad17. pll1c:ked 'o~t
4.~'i,ey.,a ;.tJI~·~j;<li.,t..•11.;~, ot.manw)1ac Bought him out inhia d1,Se'
·a~~fiM).4('''': J.lo.1:',y;)"'h~d". J)/" hi. sta.tn. ;ae' make. us to hear sok). troDL

;~fNl,~:.b.~l",',whel. men;,oanno-tleav,ott o.lil)gin8 t.o him beoauaeh•....
.4'".~~jt .'. ,,_{,~,A'J"·:,wo\11cl...h1llf tao.'.. J:IUl:re •.
';.<-, :;,:;'~t.,/:·;"'::.:· .:; .." ';':,::" ~::,:::r~~,::,;·~.jj;:~i ::.~~,~<:i:i;;.~~::,i;~·,'~,}:;:~r:l:~,~i~,:;·': .:" ,':': ;\:::;'::';,,:' , ' •

~~?,whi.Ol).. m"fk",iauI' 8Jf.genuln.,ly r~ch"a.8~.tl'ut;C4riatlj;k.;(J,;
.~i1g,th•.he~lot hiJA.i Wl1ati' a lover he'wa.l.'An4';rllD.~~'

t.J,w...;y;It'beeD· .~••; •..••.. Htt:ba¢0ll-0a belli. apJ':r01f capd"JlelJ: Q,.p'te" .'
T4,:v·~.'~~:.··~een(.'.·.t1=e··.·wheJl'··nCJ{"~~'~,Ql.o..'4; .·tfl~ttt:e~.. I:~,~ ...•

'. perl1.'· of'.:,~.l~te~ :Bl.\Jno",l;fl".cl.v.~:'~e"lilllOI;,.~t,.8;,{:,;.!::):
,\t~;nrf:··NlQPg'~,'tb"i,··o\l,o:y.;'.,,'wqun~:>.".'YQltt1n4 amPllgithrlm.l'Wi~~!->•.• "

~~J1(f\me ····ot"., alInfUJ,t..(. t:'1e~ '. r. ~~I!.~ltB.Q,.· ...»." ,
, .~,.;,/., .. ,

,".J,r·~'F'\ ..'. '.' .'.' ." " . ..f: . .
~.}~et•. J~.i;~whftDkq;q.rtst;re~l:r,ge~",. po.sllC,t.a8i.oP.o1:~tl;r lfvee' 'He "

.·,lIJI,j.~Ilt..<;,~,~~po+Jt~~J!1eQt.JIn~g, 1fQm.,n~; ····A.' .we\ OOIXllt<,'t,o-1 :;~~lze Hi8,. ;",;'
,g.' .1Aj.t~.t!.1P';"1!·~:;,~~.1:'~int,.:;eat.'u•.. we· 1ealp·%JlQ,J!.' ~.;r. tiu·Q~g1it;;:.
r.o,•. ;:\tq~·,~o:>.J.n~.,c.u ...~,4 Sq', allt ~...~l~te:rea t., It111J,.; ..• t~I.'Q,QmeB·· •

.,:,.rl-olm.u Q.t·'1.Y""1D:t.Cit,~;~JI~h~e.,t~baoause ther, haa CQZO, a Dew rlob
• .f ..l.- ',..... '. . ,

.~pi.~;..•,~.~,~' ~~ t .a...~:.·-.t\,tQ,~.>.h~~t.;t .•. 88a1e4 gat4:
.L~~·CfaCll,p.t1~;.;·fSl~.AAd.'B~:;·:+,:;,·/:y .... .'

Wl1J,l,eout in ~~i;:night dampi"~f&1"1i,"',~4 l&.tl,
T~ft KJ,ng,' .,1. tr.t,_·~d;f#'~:v 1nel~gJ'ea t, .
".1 ted .tq:.~eme, gla4;;- , . .

"01.4' fe.a~.;th.,t4WJg·'1.ip·,a.cb&n61nB<olC)ud
ovo:;r·".·,~nlo8s'ai'J .. ". .' . ..'

.014' bu:rden.e;",that lc.ept ~t1io .epi:r1 t .. Qowed,

. OldwroDg.,.' tllat'rankle4,a1'1d cl~ur8d loud e

'rUtty'havepaaaecl like a clrearD.,...,. •.

"Ill'; tbe"orlcl"tthout and t~ 'world within
aomakeththe oldtAi.nge;"Qew;. . .
The•. touch. ot sorrQ.w, and atain' ot sin,
H~v,:.flod from tile gatfl.vdl.Eu\'.the Xing came io,
F;rpi 'the: ohi!l nigiltJ 8 clam»' awl d.....

~ . .' .

'AJle,,/:l.Jl,tb.e h0IPt:'l.•llst4..q,tJt.ata1:.'~ln.••
OQ",~~h:' n~w blo"._; 8~:ring;" ". .
;1' ,,+4 •••'.J.,·11;.';lo"i~;,-ip':;~~_i,~ tt_ .... d,j;V~l1" .•.

\.1.-1;: 0;~1D1~,;;:. i:; ,1,;1. ~1;1 .•~~li~~Kti~;'~'~";":
,,~i;~.~"; ,";i.t" '.,.!t,~~.'t,IIt,,~~ ~ ..;:1;';;;1;" ..'"



\,,;, __ '_,_,c,

.........;,.: ."'-~:.;·~~!/f·..,_.:, /' ..·;(.N(i

.o..t+.,·<Cb.Jr~• .#<~f'\l.;·~J:~9,b.,;~.Jf.,,1.~,y., Heal.o XQ&ke.ua rich
1~~n.. ~,Q:~~::.~,~lf;8 ':i; .8'·,!.!:.f~~;::i.t. oni to tel) in,the wor~~ Love
: .i"·'.Lo~... ft,;~a,.'~·p::riS~'r.wP.It~,j:loan not BQJ'"e.Ho1Jrich

.•~'t. ..1J...\4.,.1n:;q,~.glli.~4;,14~1""~ ..~t.cO!·He tells us that .thougD he
Ji.~Cat.:l,l,. JQ&d.~t2~7·;·;e.1c~1;~~;i~\\.n~~:re4"1n~,·tb,e ceU of a wretohed

.~..J,.~aro'.J!'\lri: Phi~~pP$.i.:;,,\~\t~~u~ ...l1e.nt.J:.•<l in with empty
~~t',JtA4bl.e~.tngbac.\(·•.. Q.& f~+t':.~~.J.1Jj,foI"· rlclt.. aelllOt a poor
:R:.,l{.'~l' ..t~lok.lI'i.lJlav..· namEl~,,~~U8 awl1.D"hia :tellQWSh;l.p thi 8 .81ave
htQl.!W'1~.loll. '.' .tl, qt.e:recli tn\oltp.••p1ritual1i: lPlPo"eJ'iBbe4 precinct.. ot

.~·~.prp.aC••i'bulwhenh&t;w~CJt.... lett"r;1'romthat unpromisin~ field
'~JJ.~';-u:a.-' g;ve,tlnga' ottb."s~Dtlitth&thad'.poen· there en:riohedb;y
,~~,,(,,;!I.i~l<'ble.... t:Q.e".; .a~ctG'Cl4 to Abraham,"and thou shalt be a

)..'~~g~··> ...r:u"·:··tb4t,b.les!,,c1t.p~~¥11e80 18 II part of the weal th that may.
! to 8.,..:ry ODe" "tus", .

.J.;'l.a.LtCll:rriJi~.m~~.\~'.r1.ch in thefel1fJ1,ehlp of Himae1f •. , Be i ..
,~.o:;.wI'.t;o4a~;1;1J4a'bijj,.e~~:dt .. thediasat1sfiod ndezo :B.rothe~tWSon.

..i~,;,~;",~.~..~~~; mi;.,,~nd;fJ.!thati,.1 ijavoia t~ine."And.hat a "ealtb
p.e~l.~:l.~~,.;~fu)n.•;41 Q"the d.~vip.e preaencel·How,l'i.ch 1. t made PaUl

J~c.Jc~,!g'.;~'A!,1s:k>t~tc1aicui·t4.~ec1tto:rraneanI Bo" aboundlng+~;«
,~;,;__itA1~t4.·1on8·;a~eaqd.aylJia thctRom&n prison, rich in cii"";>;;;;:).,o..lAi ll.; .... ." . '. . . 'iT

"fA};

:';.)·All(S.;;·t~'iiJ'll,)~P'~;tQ;tbipk' of·;ao~ conaolationI m1pt b., able.(t'~;;;&·;;;·
*;;i,~~,ttl;lJ..."·t".'~;&rl~;;,troy.'bJ;.~"i;:.p.ea.l't.Is.et 1n to-,Prepare .a little ',"

·tt';tthait~:,~S,A• .( P~f~.~: ..~t..\·ho:r upon .rrrr·· arrl"'al~:),And at· last ,.0'
1·i4.~.: ~u__ • ~~sA:e, "t;:'"~h! e~ot' thoatragg11~~lttroo;•. There .cur.

.'..;~\,nG"~""· g~pwi.J:lE1.. 1p.·t:tJ,e·ya:l"d -=Qng t}uw rock fI W.;:. -enter84 .
.'.~;:l.o"f,clP~.';·'~a~tt~\f~OO, to faoet ,lI'ltb.~h...oman .~o 8at. III one l~

lQ.vtU.i,;cl<obai#.. .' '. . .' . .. . '. ... '

i\,j< '. .·TD..:p.reao4e.~.lnt~~d·ucr:.4~e~d·.~h"·:.gldlady·IJDl1l.Iiil,cl and greeted. me
..~l •.. ~<J< "'I~aw:tb., f&FC':··Qf. A~u:~c:1,p.e~4ho:ry&)ie.JD.1·speech .

,~.;..;"",,..~, l,Ato 'thi.n- a.t~ ~4·JlliltteJ'l."':,toha~'taJ.k •. What>. 'Wondertul
.o.:oWl.raa~tou· that • .-l '. She tql-dJ1.saho\lt bait neighbor.r·howgood they
"~,fO...~'b.Cil\f.-k,1J1~",n6'oQnl1j,.~erat,o" '. >.Apd. :!Clll can, form apJ"ott;ygood oplni on
.~i4o" gooda··..oman .t.byho.goo4·!4e'rneighbo~.·ar.e'to. her.·

• "--- ,:'\, :'; '<;: - -,-"

';';>Andth-en~hepal1a!lc1 OD froU1spe~~ng of" tho·fri.enclatbat IJ.vecl
) 'J.i"s.r''1?y·toth4r-. o~h~r:&'r1"ncllttha't.at.iol£ethclose;r thana br.othe;r.1t
.Gj,~olllu.l;l.o" He hac1been with her In: her aorrowlI.:She told us ho"

"~'··R.:·...s. 6.tle 1iolcluaot how when the t.rrlbl..eakn888 and 1oneli
.~'8.s.d:amewitb:the los's .ot h:U8ban~ an(1 child aha had telt roundabout'•.;;-.ncl \l,Ad~rn-£tatb.her th•. ]Jvel"l.Uting .AnUl'. And,hQr' face was oright as
·A~;~»C):k.s;.&f·wtth' .\lidden .\lnahill"; anele ~e~ yoice wu glad. wi th the glad..

• "yt·Q, cleep: $b1c11nS J07. " .

,>·A):l,clft....,.? ..b.l.~~.4· .....f.il~~~.~·a"Q.Yf~o~ ..th~ ..•r~ian~·.tao.o
.....r1i~;~Il;~c'l1£ ..sJ;1.,+-'*·T'#.'i':·~l1J,:,·,;> .....If:···QAl3"'.,'n"',;ro,oDl$Z1cl:

, - ;_'':"'l~'~~~?' "~J:i: -" ' - ~".' -, - , ~ .'"_;"'_~,i')'-";C:, ' - ~ ,,- - - " ...



~." . ":~':':;:';~'p,'§"'::"':/" .,>s. '.> .. . . ,~'.,.,t,;~;?;~r';>.'·.. .
A~1;l'OQ.~';"~~('·~l·~.· Q~, ~~2;~g~.J.P' ~cij\' IIha ......$ thewhole day

.JI;tl:ll"'i,~b~.*'!1t,el:~'0,~~.;e~Q.opl(,tv"~,~\~.ittl..:,·J,ll soard \l.~ .." over the doo1/ •
T4at1'JI""" g.~;:,,{i;l1c:t:' IU~10k.,'\uJS'l".1~a.L -.ncl'wa.¥.YOLl would. have called. it
,~.Qk~!f;";844~·cl~W1~l'.IJT'l;Q~cJ ·':PJJ;~{,,;j,~\c1.J1th.attio or burned 1t up.

/r"i(i+:;; ,/ ",:~,},;:" ,.. "." ...',>:,;/, .",)/•.",>,,,;:; . . '
~~~;::;,,,\,,;:" ;J.:,p••~., at,t:n.",11 t,t~~;>!lJ,..cal'cI:,an~bl'eacl: "Cur1 s t 18\ the head 'ot
thJ.~,'l$.9u•• ;r,t.b."';; ~~Q"D\gue.,jB;,:~t::;.ve17 UlO~:'.lU:1d thesl1ent 11ete~er to
,"A:n'Q.3V.raa.tior,t'i"Ax1q,.:.J;~.W'!J,'omt.l1f1'.veX'y faoeo!. her and th8 .. '
"'iLJ,,.~:~th&~sP.P'lcl~¢'i~g: he~'ey•• -that. l~:'was literall,. and abaoluielY
;lr,U~'~;~';~,i kn01f"i\b.atvtho~,;.l.h.....em.ct aJ.:.~)lJ.e<,' she·... no'ta'Lone. I
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It ".»l'nthi8J'1s 12,7
-Thue,"'8 g1ven to me a thorn in the flesh.'

I

Bere is a man who made history. There are whole nations

~.',{lthat have influenoed the wor-ld less than he". He has put his two

'0H~).Qd8 on all the oontinents and pushed them into new zones of light.

,'Be' 1II8.de the chaJmels in whieh the theologioal thought of nineteen
J"i.-'

:':,;::1:m:ndZ'edyeus has flowed. Be was therefore a man of amazing power.

·Y••' this text oalls attention to the fact that he was not one hundred

per oent efficient. He labored under a handioap. There was a

:restraining hand put upon him that he was sure made it impossible .

for him to do what otherwtie he might have done.

1I0w when we spe~ of the handicapped folks we speak of a

great company. Many of them'won positions of ~ast usefulness and

power. We think of Milton with his blindness feeling that"the one

talent which was death to hide" was lodged within him useless. Yet

he saw more througJJ those blind eyes than we, see with our' eyes wide

open. We think of Beethoven, unable to hear his own music, yet

]~ing behind him treasures of harmony that the world will never

let die. We think of Phillips,Brooks who, because of the handioap

in his speeoh,was told that he must never ohoosea profession that

required public sp.eaking•. Yet he became one of the greatest

preaohers of his century. We think of Stevenson, with his tortured

and diseased body, and the gifted 8idneyLanier in his hopeless
~fight with consumption. Yet these all ~e well in spite of their

. heavy handicaps.



Then we think of that innumerable oompany of ordinary folks

whose names are not known. They were ordinary in their ability, but

.extraordinary in their courage. How many there are who feel that

if they only would be relieved of some particular

handioap, liow well they might run the raoe if some tragio ball and

chain were only taken from about their ankles. Yet these often oarry

on with a fine high gallantry that makes us proud of our kinship with

them.

II

What was the nature of Paul's h,andioap? Nobody knows. He

did not see fit to tell us. Soho1ars have been guessing at it for

oenturies. Some have thought it weakness of eyes. Some have thought

he was subjeot to epi1eptio fits. One guess is as good as another.

Be speaks of it as a thorn. It was something that tormented him.

it was something that filled his days with torture and his nights

with restlessness. It was something that he felt sure impaired his

usefulness and made it impossible for him to attain his best.

Just as we do not know Paul's handioap, so we do not know

yours.

1. Yours may be eoonomio. You may have lost your wealth.

You may have lost your position. You may have oapabi1ities to sell

but there is no market for them. You may be some promising youth with

your years slipping by, but you are handicapped 'by some finanoia1

obligation or 1aok.You feel that it will be said of you as of the

youth of whom Gray speaks in his Elegy.

"But knowledge to their eyes her ample page,
Rioh with the spoils of time, die ne'er unroll;

Chill PenUry repressed their noble rage,
And froze the genial current of the sou1."

r ." ''-/li'" 1 't - '- t"'t~ Mi.,' t'" '-' fr' ,.



3•. · Uaybe ltis some physical handicap. You are hampered

in health. You are sentenced to fight through ,the long years with

some annoying disease. Baybe you realize that the fight you are

oalled upon to wage is So hopeless fight. Possible your physician

bas passed sentence upon you, the sentence of servitude to suffering

first and death a~ the end.

3. }Aybe it is some grim domestic tragedy. Maybe you
.vt

have inherited poisoned blood, ev~ tendencies, gnawing appetites

born of a sin not your OWD. We read of one of the bravest heroes

of the Old Testament this pathetic sentence: (~e was a mighty man
. ~

of valor and his mother was a harlot. He was not 'simply a child of

shame. He was a fragment of a home that never was. The mother eyes

into which he looked were those of a professional outcast.

Maybe yours is some grim tragedy growing out of a foolish

marriage. You find too late that life's most beautiful relationship

has been for you only a tragic blunder. Maybe you are compelled to

feel that someone very near to you whom you should love and whom,

under proper ciroumstances you would love, is yet only a ball and

ohain to hamper you in the race of life. But whatever may be our

handicaps, most of us have them. Few of us indeed are one hundred

per cent efficient.

III

What did Paul do with his handicap. He did not allow it

to defeat him. When he realized its presence he did not turn coward,

throw down his weapon and take to his heels. You have heard of that

soldier who found himself fighting with a b%oken sword. He said, "I

can do nothing with this, a and threw it down and slunk away. By a~

by his prince and leader came to the spot. He had no weapon at alL

He looked down and found this old broken sword and seized it and won

the 'fight.

J
0'

I
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There are many who surrender to their handioaps. I knew

& woman in Tennessee years ago. She was engaged to be 11I8.1'ried.

Guests we~e gathered. Everyone expeoted to have a part in the

oeremony was present except the bridegroom. He never oame and the

disappointed girl surrendered to her embarrassment. She accepted

her humiliation as a final disaster and went out to sell herself

to a life of shame. Yes, you may look at your handioap and say,

"This makes any worth while aohievement impossible for me," and lie

down and give up the fight.

Or you may fight your handioap grimly with olenohed fist

and square jaw. You may fight it and win a oertain viotory and

come oUt at the end harsh and hard, oynioa1 and bitter, but tough

fibered and with thews of steel. But this is only another way of

being defeated. There are certain men who oa1l themselves self-made

men. They have fought against odds and have won, but in the prooess

of winning they have lost all tenderness, all sympathy for weakness.

A most suooessfu1 man in our oity spoke 'the other day against an

institution whose purpose is to oare for orphan ohi1dren. He did

not believe in suoh institutions. It only enoouraged weak men and

women to bring ohi1dren into the world that they oould not support.

Bis dootrine was the doctrine of the jungle, the survival of the

strongest. He is a rooklike man~but not like the shadow of a great

rock in a weary land where weak and battered souls may find shelter.

Be is rather like the rook ,.on whioh good ships wound themselves and

go to their death at the bottom of the sea. What shall it profit

a man if he gain the whole world and lose all the Godlikeness out

of himself that oonstitutes his real worth.
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Instead of whining, instead of beooming bitter, paul took

his handioapto God. He went eagerly and oonfidently, into God I s

presence, telling aim frankly how ~ered he was, telling Him that

it was for His glory that he desired the remo.al of his thorn. He

told Him, no doubt, that his thorn was a handioap in the presenoe

of pagan natio~that he sought to win; that therefore he just'1l,.o(ust have

it removed. This request he presented not onoe but three times. And

what response did God make? It was a response that leaves some of

us bewildered. It was not what Paul expeoted. It was not what we

should expeot. Paull s thorn was not removed. God flatly' refused to

grant his request. In spite of all his praying Paul still had his

hampering thD~n. .

This is often~odls method with us. Many times we stand

bewildered and perplexed beoause we oannot get into a thornless world.

We are so eager for suoh a plaoe that some of us olaim to have arrived

when we are only blinding ourselves. There are those who tell us that

they have disoovered a painless, sinless, deathless world. But these

still suffer and sin and die, even as you and I. Strange as it may

seem, thorns and heavy handioaps seem to have a part in God I s program.

This faot offends some of us. Why did God put us in the world where

we are subjeot, for instanoe, to the heavy handioap of temptation?

Why are we capable of falling? Why are we oapable of making suoh a

tragiC mess of life. Well, for one reason, the man whO cannot fall

oannot rise. The man who oannot make a ohoice of evil cannot make a

ohoice of good. The man who oannot be tempted downward oannot be

tempted upward. The man who oannot be tempted at all is no man. He

is a mere maohine.

H
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Even so teen and loyal a soul as John the Baptist blundered.

After a brilliant and speotaoular ministry he was shut in jail. To

him, admidst the gloom of the prison, there trickled in rumors of

the doings of Jesu~ in the great outer world. He waS opening blind

eyes and oleansing lepers and even opening graves. Why then, if

He had suoh power, did He not deliver one who had been His loyal

servant and friend? Why did he allow him to undergo the terrible

handicap of a term in prison?

Why, a little later, did this same Jesus leave his own

disoiples to face the handioaps that were put in their way by a

hostile world. Yet such was the oase. When Jesus prayed for them

he did not pray that they might not have any handicaps. He did not

pray that they might have it easy. Here is what He says, III pray

not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou

shouldest keep them from eVil. 1I As strange as it may seem, Jesus

did not believe that an ideal world was a world where everything

would come to us right side up. He believed that a world of handioaps

was the best possible world.

But if He did not remove Paul's thorn He still answered

bis prayer. He answered it in a far better way than Paul himself

expeoted. This great saint must have had this experienoe in mind

when he said that God was able to do exoeeding abundantly above all

that we could ask or even think. He did it here. Paul's prayer

was this, II Lord, give me.an easier time, give me a lighter load."

The reply of Jesus was this, III will not lighten your load, but I

will do something better. I will inorease your strength. Your task

will still be heavy, but ymwill always be equal to your task. My

graoe is suffioient for thee."
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And what God did for Paul he promises to do for everyone

of us. There 1s absolutely no exception. There is n'o s1tuat10n

that He cannot use for our enrichment if we will only give him a

chanoe. After long years of experience Paul declares triumphantly,

·We know that all things, work together for good to them that love

God.· All things, our advantages and our disadvantages, our

handicaps and our helps, our losses and our gains, our joys and

our sorrows, - all things.

What is your handioap? Whatever it is, if you will bring

it to God He will remove it if he thinks best. But it is far more

likely that He will enable you to bear it and thus bring to you a

nobler strength and a richer oourage. This has been the oase w1th

an iJmumerab1e oompany that no man oan number. How many there are

who have disoovered that what they thought was going to work their

r.u1n has been their. salvation. How many today who reoognize the

fact that the supreme sorrows of their lives have given birth to

their sweetest joys.

Did you ever read. IGwenls Oanyon?" Gwen was a red-haired,

passionate, wild young creature who reveled in the great out of doors.

,She was tempestuous and willful. One day when she was giving way to

ber temper her wise friend rebuked her. II will do as I p1easeJI

she answered with a stamp of her foot. "I always did as I pleasedl

I always will do as I please1" "Some day, Gwen,1 was the solemn

answer, ·you will not do as you please." Her fr1end proved to be

a true prophet. A few days later her horse fell and she beoame a

oripp1y for life.

And now she lies in the oabin of her father at the head

of the oanyon. Her friend, who is the sky pilot, goes to see her.

She is unspeakably bitter. And then he tells her the story of the
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the canyon aDd forest and flowers olothed its

tt".,. he deo1ares, "there were no canyons, but one wide

Ths 10%d ~f the p1~in oleft it to ~he heart with

a.thlUlderbo1t and fora long time it seemed to bleed from the b1aok

wound. . But by and by a little stream began to sing in the depth of

the oanyon beoame the master's finest resort. What a cool, sweet

plaoe it was with all its sights and sounds and silences. And Gwen

learned that the sweetest flowers of charaoter, the rare blossoms of

love and joy and peace and longsuffering, are to be found in their

. riohest profusion in the canyons in the hearts that have been broken,

in the souls that have suffered from some vexing handioap.

So it happened to Paul. So it may happen to you if,. with

his faith, you will bring your handioap to God. We hear his snout

&0%OS8 the centuries, "Most gladly, therefore, will I rather glory in

my infirmities, tha.t the power of Christ may rest upon me••

. "rr



world.

II. C'Orinthians 12: 7II. ~ .
I.

Hare is a man who made history in a big way. He used life grandly. lie knew

was given 'to me a thorn in the flesh.

abundant in labors, one who wrote about one-third of the New Testament mus t have been

be next to tropos sible to over-est iruate the Ii iJIi'lirQ' 7; good that he has brought to the

. Now you would naturally suppose that a man who was so strong, one vil1.o was so

There are rmny vi ews we get of Paul that seem to divide us from him. He seems

his hands on two oanuaaee and pushed them up into new zones of light. Since then, his

the inside of many prisons. He was on spealdng terms with a good many whipping posts.

inf'luence instead of diminishing has increased wi th the passin-€; of the years. It v.ould

a sleepless night.

He went about his ministry often wi th a price on his head. But in his own day, he put

's.th1:ng that hampered him, vexed him, caused him no doubt many a trying day and many

a man who knew noth ing of the hinderancea that vex so many of our lives. But in this..
!'f you. are mistaken. Paul had a handicap. He calls ita "thorn in the 1'lesh. II It Vias

1If1l-"""'·,. ''''''.,:'',.

so magnificently great that we hardly realize that he is touched with our infirmities.

But when we hear him bewailing his "thorn, II we begin to feel closely akin to him.

Handicaps are a familiar human experience. There are few of us who are one hundred

percent fit. There is possibly not one present but what has said, ItIf I could only

get rid of this then I could do saIJ.ething.

II.

What was Paul's handicap? 118 do not lmow. lie did not see fit to tell us. I

aJ:i1 quite Slll'e that it is wise that he did not. Had he told us wha tever it ,';as, we

should have been likely to have minimized it. rie woUlld have thought it very small 1n
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oomparisgii:i to our own. We have a tendency when we get up against it tot;hink our

s1tuat19? is harder 'tOOn that of anybody else. It may have been weak eyes. It may

have bee:q. that· he was an epileptic. At least, it was something tr.l8.t annoyed him and

that he 1'elt hampered !Um in his work.

Juat as we do not know Paul's handicap, we do not know yours. They vary wide-

Joj ~n dU1'erent personal!ties.

1. There are "!jhose who are handicapped by their ci:'cUIilstances. They were

among scenes ot poverty. Every de;y is a battle to keep the wolf from the door.

many lovel~ things they would like to do. ~here are lIlany books they would

read. There are many friendships they would like to make. But they are bound

fi ght ing the wolf 1'rOltl the door. S01ll6 tiues tl1ey are even

'l'h~_ 1'eE,-l_ the poet was sp ealdI'.g to the,," when he said,

Bu." ~,~ge to their 87ss are _ple page
. t:be spoila ot time did ae'er unroll

__ repressed their noble rage,
the genial current ot the soul.

But if poverty is a handi cap, too much wealth is an even greater one. ,ie may

. find 1t in our hearts to be 5 orry for the poor people who have to cet up early in the

morning and work late in order to get on, but they are not so much lJandicapped as the

young chap ~o has nothing to do but drive his daddy's automobile and sper~ his daddy's

money. A young millionaire blew hi s brains out over in Harth Carolina two or three

years ago. He had a handicap that he was not strong enow;h to overcome. He was sub-

merged in an avalanche of goldl

There is an old story that says that when the Goths carr~ to besiege Rowe,

they bribed a wonan to open the gate. She did it under "!jhe condition t:b.at each soldier

would give he:!' the bracelet which he VIore on his arm. as they passed, each -loosed the

bracelet and "threw it at her till they literally crushed her to death. Poverty can

be areal handicap, f:1lld so can wealth.
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2. Then the re are those who have :physical handi caps. They are lane, bl ind,

deaf - how L~ny have had to do ~heir work throuCh a :poor wreck of a body~ Think of

John Milton feeling wi th his oncoming blindness that his one talent would soon be gone

and he would be of almost utter uselessness. Think o~ Beethoven with celestial melo-

dies in his heart but unable to hear them wi th his outer ear. Think of Sidney Lanier

as he fought vii th tuberculosis. Think o~ Robert Louis Stevenson laugh.ing like a ha:ppy

child, writing like a genius while he suffered like a martyr.

It may be t..1}at you face a physical handicap. .d weali: heart, weak lungs, a

warning from the doctor that you will have to be careful always and conserve your

strength or cease to live at all. I had a goud friend v/ho httd this sentence :passed

on h1m no t lone ago. .dt first, he was a bi t bi tter, but now he goes cLeerfully along

way a moat gallant and he Ipful ma.n.

3. Sometimes it is a tragic do:nestic difficulty. "An. old r;laid died last night,"

r:::z!~!')m~ rer.laI'ked to another as a funeral train went by. But those who lme,v that old maid
r>

spoke of her with reverence. ';;hen she was young, wooers would come, but she would turn

the deai' ear. She :had an old father and .an 1;;lbecile brother on her hands. She was

. kept away frOtl making a home of her on by nearer duties. ',ihen the se two had passed and

those dependent upon her were gone, she was liOO old ana. her best dreaLlS never came true.

I.:aybe your ma.rriage was only a mistake. I.1aybe the dee11est a.'1cl sweetest secret

of huraan blessedness has whispered itself to you and t~.en passed you by. NOVl, t..1}ough

you are still younr., :rou 1"eel that life is over before you have hardly betiur. to live.

RoW' many ~here are who <:lI'e har:lpered by traGic domestic handicalJs. SOiilctiUles these are

none to ·the world - l';lOre often they are not.

III.

.filat are riC =:oi11[: to GO wi th these handicaps? ',/hen we find 50:.;e ball and

chain cli:ngir.g to our ankle that we feel L18.ke8 the running of the race next to L...-

possible, how are VIe to race up to it? 'I"llose who are handicapped usually take one of



'"Handling our Handicaps"

thr~e ways.
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1. Some surrender. They tell t'1emselves frankly t1'l8.t it is no use - life can

never mean anything to me. There is nothing to do but "to give up. ':'1"8s8 sorwtimes

die Quickly or they experience a living death t:b.at ::lukes thau a In.1rden to thenselves

and others.

Back in Tennessee years ago, there was a young girl enraged to be married. The

wedding cake was on the table, the guests had gathered, the minister w~s ;resent, the

bride was decked in her bridal attire. Only one thing Was lackin-8 - tr.at was the
, A

bridegroom. Ile never ca.me. She felt herself rJisbraced~rrcr:J. that experience. 1'1l8 went

to throw herself absolutely away.

You have heard the old story of the soldier who was fiChting wi tll s"Jue decree

of courage till he broke his sword. Then he said to himself, "I cannot rizh t with this

old broken sword. If I had a vleapon like a prince, it Ylould be different, but this

is good for nothing." So he threw it down and took to his 1"eels. By ar:d by the prince,

hard pressed witll no sword at all CBllle to this spot. He fou~d this broken sword and with

it won the battle. T:hat happens again and again. SOLle of u.s throwaway what others 'l£6.

2. 'l:'here are others who while the;y' 6.0 not surrender in weakness to their' handi-

caps, are soured and hardened by them. They- fight, 'out in "ti::e process they over develop

their pugnacity. Often those \>!1O have foucht agaills t odds become bard and unsYLllJathetic.

In the ci ty where I was pastor sowethlS ago, ti ;::'8.n spoke bitterly again.st an

or:.;>hans' home. He ha.d hiLlS elf been an opphan. lIe had fOUGht difficultie s and overcome

thetn, but he had no sympathy with .wea};:ness. lie would :1ot {"ive a cent to these fat."erless

and :.lother-less children. "It only encouraGes weak ;,,,en and WO:,len to bring children into

tile wor ld ths'Y cannot take care of J" he said. :Lie had 'triULlpLed ave r llis Landi cap in a

way, but in so doing, he liad allowed t_~ell to rob him of tLo Ul~lk of hu.,.£ill kindness. This

strikes me as only enotl".er way of surrendering.

3. Then tlJere are those who use "their handicaps. Paul was an artist at this.
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lie was eager to "go to Rome, but il~tead he was arrested and kept in prison for lOl~

months. By and by, he was carried to ROlfJ.8 to stand lirial. .iriting to his friends, he

says, "The things that have happened Unto lile have fallen out to tile furtherance of the

gospel." 'The thing I lihought was going to hurt me has helped me' - ~a t was his

c9nstant experience. "vie know, II he said, "tlJat to them that love God, all tliings we rk

together for good. II

How then are we to go about overcoming and even using our b.andicays?

1. If we are to deal wisely vdth our handicaps, we must not suffer t~en to

absorb our attention. lIe must allow ourselves to be forev0r thinki~ ab0ut "vbat Vie

have not instead of what we have. Once a youne chap caught two q,uails in a trap. lie

put thelli dawn in each of the pocl<;:ata of his overalls, - tail rirst. lie \lid not wiah

to smother them. SUddenly tha:::'e was a ticklinG in one of liis .fioclcets and t~le bird

was out and gone. He slapped both hands on that empty pocl,;:et and looked so ,vistf1J.lly

after the lost bird tllat the other got away as well.

You have heard of that wise dog who round a de1i::::;htful piece of meat. On his

way home, full of congratulations for himself, he crossed a foot-log on a beautiful

clear stream. On looking down into the water, he saw another dog \lho had a piece of

meat far better than his own. He forGot what he !lad and jumped al·ter what he had not,

ar-d lost both.

SOllle of you will re,ciBmber George R. Stuart who at the time of his death was

possibly the best platform lnan in AJJ:erica. Once he carile to preach for we wr.ile I

was in ~lashington. lie had two of. his upper fron t teeth liliss ing. He looked so horrible

as to be almost ghastly. I wondered hOVl he Vlould eV8r overCOtJ.8 sucll a hand ieap, but

upon introducing hillJ., I soon found out. lie stelJped to ti.le front saying, "TiIO or three

months ago, I took a hurting down in t..1.is shoulder. I Hent to see the doctor and he

said, 'It is your teeth.' I said, 'It is no such thing, they don't reach down that

far.' But I had to havelJlem out and he made me a beauti ful plate. Ju at before I
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started up here, I broke my beautiful plate. My wife didn't want me to come, but I said,

'Tbank the Lord, I still have my tongue left.jihan I get up there, I will explain it

to the folks. The simple peo ple wi 11 und erstand and it dossn' t make any dir ference

about the fool's anyhow.' So, I am here with my tongue. If any of you are not in-

teres ted in my tonguf;l, just look at tm hole. II lie later swept the audience off its

feet by using what he had left.

One great weakness of my debating days has been a source of thankE;;iving in

later years. '(/hen I began to debate, it YlaS fashionable for everybody to have notes.

I, of course, followed tbe time honored coo tom, but I shook so tl1a t I could not hold

them in my hand. Therefore, I bad to learn to carry my speech in my head. 'dhat was

once a handicap has become a source of great convenience.

2. If you are to use your handicap, you LlUSt make it ministel' to the pity of

others instead of the pity of yourself. Of all the disintegrating auotions, tilere is

nona, I dare say, more destruc tive than self-pi ty. "willen you begin to get sorry for

yourseli' and talk l:a.by talk to yours elf, then you are E;boutat the jumping off place.

Instead of pit"'Jing yourself because of your handicap, let it give you pity and sym-

pathy for others who are equally handicapped as yourself.

Those of you who have read~~~ Played Q2£., will recall the great

pianist who lost his hearing. At first he was imbi ttered. To his old sweetheart he

read, "Are not two sparrows ~o,-t:i FoR- A FtlR.tHltI'/;f?but not one of them is forgotten

before God~ That is not true: I used to believe it, but I don't believe it any

more. God is cruel." In his bitterness he tried to COIJuit suicide but VIas thwarted

by his valet.

By and by he reluctantly studied lip reading and becmne very skillful in

reading v.11at others were saying. One day, standing at l:is vdndow, he looked down into

Central Park. He heard a consumptive boy tell the girl he loved that the doctor had

ordered him rest under penalty of death, but tl~t it would take a thousand dollars and

1:I.e had no money. T"nen the great moo ician saw him pray. He "sent his servant to ans wer

,
I

I
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that prayer and his sorrow turned into joy as he rorgothis own handicap helping the

needs of otb.e rs •.

" Over in IOOia there was a young woman left a widow. To be a widow in looia

is almost the worst possible handicap. The fact of her widowhood is proof of unfai th

fulness in a fomer existence. She is a beast of burden and allowed only one meal

a day. But this woman instead of pi tying herself, pitied the widows about her.

Under the 1m:pulse of tha t pity, she gathered five widows into her hOliJ6, th f1l ten, then

fifty, tben oDe hundred. Stanley Jones, Who tells. the story, said that when he Visited

bel' she had two thousand widows in her ho:ue. That is, she multiplied her handicaJl

two thousand fold and thus multiJl11ed,she overcame 1t.

3. Do what Paul did. Bring your handicap to God. ilhen Paul did this, God

did not see 1'itlio e;rant his request, but he did answer his prayer, ,and he said, ''My

grace 1s sufficient for thee, My strength is made perfect in thy weakness." Paul

came to rejoice in what had once been his greatest h1nderance. He cranged his wants

into wealth. He shouts, "Mos t gladly will 1 blory in my infirmi ties that the power

of Christ may rea t upon them."

It will be so for you, if in faith you bring your handicap to Him and one of

two things Will happen. He will either remove it or give you strength to see it

through. The latter course is far the more likely. It is also, as a rule, far better.

That is the reason our Lord chooses it, but when we are at our best, we do not wish

an easier task, we rather yearn for strength equal to our task. We cio not ask that

the law of gravitation be turned away, we rather ask that power of the spirit to mount

up on mngs as eagles. And all sorts and condi tions of men have received this power

and have COll:e to thank God for their handicaps and have counted them among their chief

blessings.
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of' wearcness.

A 3TIUUJG·,L PATH TO POWBH

"When I am weak, then am I stron"':."
--II.:CorintIlians 12: 10

\ tt. ~v\.A."'''-'..~.,\-~,.t!'''-.._ ~.,,\ , .....,-t,"\.'... )

f~e.............. .
stran,:e l,uradoxl H spearcs 01' a strenrtll thlit is born

~~. ~,•.J. .) a..,...
WIlen ~ '.re see!:inc for ~ path that leuds to power,

the roadway of \WUt~ness is allou t t;dj Llst tnat we are likely to
-,

select. But h:ml tells us that it wac, tIle patI], by which he arrived.

Tilis word is intensely uutobiogrb]J.:Jical. The gr.'/:i t apostle is letting

~
us into Q.R inner secr8t of nis lLJurt. Spea~in~: out of ~;i'S OWL vital

eAperience, He< LlH(eS tilis a"azLy (leeL ration: ""lien I u:. weaic,

tnen 'in I stronc."

I \
D ~ -- L.\..-!\. \ ..... \ .. l~
~..J'

"V/hen I am vwakt" Paul,:;.lWf"J l ..a(l ~' Oi'inself' V;<jCldleSS. ':I:'nat in
. ~~ct.. ...,:-'~t\·t..

itself 'cat~c;G u<-_ l'j s'L'-rprise.\leh:,ness is Lut " ;f-GS;),,;U1L -cnat Vie G:.n.<.

associllte Vii t~i 'tis i"tullectunl ena 3;Ji1'i t",.,l u tlll0te. i~e seems

always S,l i'i t, so ad.e(luat~, ;:,;0 ~l' l've:;lously strOll[. Yet we n,;ur 11im

reuG. SCK10tL,(! U 0 of un idiot nlD spent all :,is ti,"w siJirrninc tops.

i:!:very da, 118 would bOiH. early in tiw ['len'niE,'-, and all day lonf.':

ne wm;,ld. give 111"s",11° dilii::entl;,," t~) His tasL~. The wise writer wilo

told the story said tna t tnere were umb ~less du:'s WiLen :"00 tap did
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"'"But \Illetller ne w&6.)r not, t:lis I know--that

see~iS to co vJron~;,

ji.C'.

I L~!, everyt~i~~

tllero Lre tLles wil,:m, naviL; acllieved W~1at

r.:.'t~ere

3trwgledeliver tlk :..iUl',~on.

lily own top refuses to spin.

~~.- L.."~ 'ju.v..l'
SerCiOI1-;, ..try he'll' I Iday. 'l'hen,

and I Co l1011,-, ':It tne close of the service ';,i tl~ q llUIJressi:" ..' ,,,ons8 ..)1'

f1~':'lure. I dare s'_ty tlLit, w~lfitever yo '-'.1' '"ork, you know t~~e :"leanin of

dead vr.ronv.

2. T.::<en, there tire tL.les vmeu we :..Ire W0U.~ lJecuus<J 0:;" SO"lO ptlysical

ilalwicap. e.Paul ;mew tneianL~t: of tnat. rie was ilarassed by a tho I'll in

tile fleSh.
, £

JUioit WilUt tnat tLorn \JuS LO:JO,..y r~nows, LJl;,'c L.Lis VI8 GO Know,\,,-

:~e was th')rou,.·uly convil;cec1 ttkt no cOl,lc, cal'rJ ;)1 i.·~'l· better, 'ue fal' [lore

l~Sc;ful, if that thorn were only rc,uoved. He 1~l1...lle i k; r8;J;)v:c..l ::1 uattel' of

earnest prr.:yer,

I.Iost of us

uU t .tii S reQu.os t i'lL.. no t P'dlted.
K~~ £. 1 (~/"(4-tC.·.... t,.A,..I) tl.-l rJ t ..." ...", &....d....""..-l.

::HOW SOl,"utllii" 01' tl,lSI'VO'OpfilPH;oce. .:we are ....t one Hundred

per Cdl~ fit. 30iJ.etb:'8S tile aacto::::' te.Lls \....5 \ic :Tu.BC; t:ci:3,;c,p, ttlUt we d'd

. t .81 ;;,.t10r.•

we (',eliv,.r OU.I' ~"lV'cS '.';i til only a 1'1',1'':; tion of uteI' ;,;OSS i,jle s trt:JllI;ti:.

:5. SO::lletiues 01.I' w,:u ness is bOl'n of S;~il'i t1..lul weu ..uess. We have

been untrue to our heavenly vision. We have ftliled to listen to the

voice ui' our own or3.cle. SOlnetiraes our f;j~,c,...Te nay be open and obvious.

Sometines it ;Jay be tLe illner i' ·llul.'e of tt:.e heart, SOLle secret disloyalty

that no O,ld l':W)WS but Cud anu oursc.lves. Yet, it wcah.nes u.s. It is only
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fi0.81.i ty to the hi hest inward ;Juri ty tllat is ro"lly stroIl[c:.

"1,1y ._:OOll ':.Jlt,ue carves tl.8 Ci:wts ,l1" u·...:n,
My quick lance thrust is sure,
My strength is as trw ;.;trOI!ct.rl of ten
Because my hl:tJ.rt is i.'Ure.

4. Then, our wea<ness may be voluntary. It Lla~f 'ue born of ::mr

ta~-;:in!": upon oursGlve::; tile heartaches, tile neeo.;,;, the jJI'obltms 01' otllurs.

This was one (Teat So'u.I'ce of Pal.lts .. 8c'i:ness. He ;'l1;.. u. CnOS8Yl to llUl:1Jer

stumble Un\l l llo not burd v:i tIl inc.i<"nation?" .. .i.e he'H.i. ;lo.ci" tLe Vi08S ui'

otl1'~I'S :·.is. ".:'neL·· l'8:;:ness wac his wenkness.

II

Whfl t tii u Paul do wi t::l chi s woe.Kness? iHlen I EWl WEH1K, tilen wha t?

How is it with ourselve;,;? 'I'r~ese tirlles 01' weE,kness are critical times.

When I am we~lkl TJlat is a period WIlen tl'.. e worst may I18.ppen as \iell as

the bes t. How l;luell of tra:;ed:r is born 0:;" Slleer \:ebkness l How r.mch of

triumph COUl"S from the Sd"le source t \ihen I bW ,:eai=, v,hat then?

1. Yhwn I am weRh, I (~ui t. I Five it up. I 1. i e G.own and. li terally

wallow in self-pity. I C0ase to lift and beGin to lean. 1 cease to be an

asset and become a liability. I face a needy YJol'lcq I .Lace my feLl.ows,

~
ruanJ of wc~om 113.'"e hanaicaps tnat tov.el' :~lJove"as Pike's Peak above an ant-

hill. But all I nave to 01 fer is an ull. bi. i.uw .mny people \;11:) once counted



~-weak. Weakness so often ends in wi cKedness. TLis is the bloBaiFog tria t

Ceorge Eliot sought to teach in her gre~lte5t novel, "R;Llolli". The central

character in this book, you remember is Ti to r.@m~. \'lhen lit;; firs"G comas

on the scene, he is so winsome and gracious that he is all but irresistible.

But he flas tllis fatal dnfect: When 1w st:.nds C"t tn~ forks 01' -;;t1e I'ouds,

betrayed overy trust, no dies with th~ : .ers 01' one to v:lluU ~,G helS been

desperlit81~/ clisloybl, clutching at tllis tIlroflt. \(hen i 11:.1 weaK, trlen I

go to pieces IllOl't>.lly emu spiri tually. That ui~ht be saiu. by soue.

3. Sut Pliul l1'l.;-;:es of V'leat~nt:Jss a )athway tOtJower. 1<'01' nim" 'N8al~ness

is not a curse but a blessing o It is not a liability; tt is an asset.

"When I ar,i wear.., theT'- I ata weak," sorJ.e 01' us say. When I am weak, tHen I

grow c:mical and sour und wroci~ mysel.1: and help to wreck others. But

Paul took the tlig .. course. "When I am weak, then am I strong." Wea~ness

for me comes as an Open door into tIle pc; 11:: co of po'" er.

III

Why WaS t!lis the case? Let it DO unc.er" t.Jod C:l t once that trler'e was Lv·~~~ir;,.

not necessari ly so 0 I·~ is on:Ly so ",hen \;<3 •.~ur~e ";:,"" 1'i[,," use of it.

ii'Len, then, is WeilTess a 110lp rtner tuun a hindrance? lii ..en ,0..;::) it brin~~

Jurselv~js. . .'8 vlould ev~Ji. u():,e likelJ Cl,,)OS8 it ':"01' Old' clli:;'c[ren? Eov;



1';01;1, tile trutJ~ is that, tllOUt)l ~~asy ~3treet is Vi3l':1 pail ',Liar , it is a

vBr:,' o.un8r01.~S street on cl:,icL t:) live. B(iS;r ::;trdGt V01':' !'eau.ilJ l'Ui'lS

:.u:ve lived \Illere lif8 .~s hard? "lly do :rou

well uS ti~.' sto.uncll LWivicluL.ls, in ::L_\""ly clL,utes, ','Ill;!'", life; is easy,

sleep. 'l' .. is is tLe caso lJc:causd \'lu b~c()"lG sl;rOnt; onl:' tLrOUl)l con1'lict.

'[au nay pity tJle younc~ster tl1at is lllivinl to

mlQ [,iVe Dours to physical labor in order to

otl t up early in tiW I:1ornine:

au.uea to hitJ.selr" ~U t tIle one

you should pity is ttle younb fellaH Wl10 h:10 notL.Ili, tJ Clout to sp~nd

.Llis dad's woney, honk his dad's car, and innerit llis ustate.

It has been cy privilee to atteno. ~O~d of the best educational

insti tutioLs in l~l1erica. I can 1..'ondstly sa:' too tmn; I u.ici. not atteIHl

tneu as a loafer. I took What eClucatlon I ':ot pretty seriously. But my

best traininl: camd from tIle farn. ..:'ran~cly, I diu not like i'arLling. I

used to lOOk over a field, red with sassafras sprouts and say to mysel1',

"I a.on' t know what I' ill going to do WIlen I becoue a man, but I know wha t

I aw not going to dO." dut havin~ to stick to a job that I did not like

has been worth 'QOl'e tnan all tne ease tIle. t t l:ave ever known.

2. TIIen, weat~ness may be a SOUTee of strenGth wrHm it drivas us to

a higher ,Jower. There are SOUle 1'0:,.1\.8 that in t:leir self-sufficiency

feel tha t they are able to carry t.lei r ovm load, to solve their own problelas;

at least they Sc) feel at certain perious. But sooner or la tel', there

COirl8~ to all of' us, I tIl-ink, that il~tense co:.viction Dr web-teness that makes
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.All of us need HiLl, but those of us whL' are

burdened with e;Tief, or wich responsibilities to heavy for us, or with a

sense of gUilt that poiso'rlS.>Ur cup of 11appiness, l:lUst nave Him. We can

sing wi 'eh tIle psal:list, "11.8 tlle hart IJcu:tetl1 ca·ter~He water-urooh:, so

pantetn uy soul after Thee, 011 God."

A friend tol,i t:l<:J sometime a;'o of wi tnesslll a HrestL.Ilt : .atch between

a m.an, wtl~le tIle Japanese loo;·:eu pitii'l.lll;: sua~l un,:. iEsif~nii·icant. The

Russian walkclQ .nto tIle ring wi tL f:reat tilUsclds star:uiuc: :JUt on Lis l:irlil.

as if to burst tIle skin. ~~s tno spectator:; watc:r,ed ni::.!, tlleY ULlCW18 UOWll-

rif!ht sor1':' .tOl' 1;1.8 .Li t-:.le ';apam:1iJe. :Jut ,:11e:\ t;lO cO~.lbo.t started, tne

Japanese el'('loyed jiujitsu, ai;d s:)on had tJ18 bif; gi1.:mt beaten int) a pulp.

it loads to S Lll'rCncier.

did :~.ot lwve to lay G.own His life. "Ho [,Lan tU.cet, it 1'1'0,:1 :.le, !Jut I lay

it nOVin of r1yself." Ee e11dured tIl8 \\I,d .net;S of tno Cl'USS for tlw sake

aI' c)thers.



now, it is just in tl:lUs iivint' in trw spiric of tHU cross then HU

, , I·
f f

L
c,Jue to our Dust clossible stren{'tll. " r .

-l. v 13 tLUs 1.yin tlltit exercise

l
1
'~
1

-:'1.e createst VO"Jer in helpir:i: ,Jtllers. In tll'~S ,ieediHt:, ',';e [Jless..:110

are thu 1')1:<::5 t.rt;. t itt;. ve dOLi:l nos t to t~~ ,f; cap ~ivc, our ll'.;arts aul to win

tal~eD U"Jo:, tne:,iselves our weakness.

the doSt joyou~ lJeople. TntJy are always tile l,lost ilelpful.

There L /;i lecend tllat tells thU1; tl'"c: birds onCe IlB.d no ',';i11l:;s.

T.hey walked the COLlw,on earth just as tlle be:.::.sts in the l'ield. One day

God t.>EP~l winl,s down U,Jon t;le srou.:-.d aLd co.;lllanded tnesG birds to pick

t.tlem up. Tl'ley J beyed, tl101.L ci tlle ttisk, t.tley 1'e1t, c id \Ior!:: 1'01' tIler:l a

heavy llandicap. To liaV0 to uear about T,;;ose annoyiEC,;ings all tlH~ time

waule be a source of tragic wea.ness. :aut as tney obeyed for love's sti!(e,

tlley fOU:1Q tr..a.t tr..e burden they thou[:,tt was goin€.: to be a handicap became

a help. They founG the weif'~ht trJ.at they had assumed at his call was

changed into hings. So it ever ist

Oh Cross, that liftest up my head,
I dare not ~,sk to fly from Thee;
I lay in dust life's glory dead,
""nd frou tIle ground there bloSSOLns red
Life that shall endless b~.



THE PATH TO POWER
II Cor. 12-10

"Then am I strong./f This ·'then" is a

backwa~d looking word. It points back to times

of peculiar strength, of power beyond the human.

When,were Paul's days of greatest strength? The

answer at first seeIlls shocking. "When I am

weak, then am I strong." Why was this the case?

It is only as we are conscious of our weakness

that we seek God's strength. It is only when the

heavy hands of a great need grip our shoulders

and crush us to our knees that we really pray.

Perhaps the IIlost· difficult.barrier that God has

to cross in getting into our lives is the barrier

of our own self-sufficiency.

Thou hast taught us, 0 Lord, through

IIl8ny a failure our powerlewsness to save

ourselves and to save others. Give us

therefore to offer our weakness for Thy

strength.
Amen.


