GODS .l'ULLNESS

'I'lla t ye m1ght be tilled wi t1l all the tullness 01' God.

The topic assigned me" 1s "lesus Contemplates The MYsteries

Ute." On Wednesday

ot

01' Holy Week. we know not.l:l1ng or either t.b8

dead. or t.boughts ot J es:ua.

With good reallon. your cOIlll1i ttee has

decided tu t H. JDU8t bave been contempla tiJJg some 01' lites centl'al
JII1st8ries.

FOl't~telY.

I was not only assigned a topic. but a text.

This text also conJempJ,a tes one 01' lites most sublime ID1ste1'ies.
JDYstel'1' ot the

tull~s' 01'

place the Glol'Y ot
"]'01'

Cbr1.~

God.

The

It 1s wha1\; Paul calls in ano.:tbel'

which is in you.

this cause," .els Paul. "I bow 14"1 knees.

yOU may be t1lled unto all the :fUllness ot God."

My prayer 1s tbat

Paul is pl'aying tor

.I:l1s oonverts that are made up' 01' slaves, social nobodys. and w.bat-nota •.
Yet, he believed t.bat each at them .bad an amaziIJg oapaoi ty tor God.

He

believed tbat each ot them m1ght be tilled unto all t!le :fUllness ot God.
There is a kindred expression in the tourth gospel.

Here the authOr is

I

1

~;

1
accounting tor the

amazi~g

ditterence that Jesus .bas made in .I11s own

lite and in the lite 01' his tellow Christians.
vastJ.y ditterent trom wAat they were betore?
His fullness have we aJ.l received."

Wllat has 1IIlde them so
'I'.b.e answer is this:- "Ot

T.bat 18, through Christ we .bave ree

ceived 01' the very :fullness 01' God.

I.

I

,I

1
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What is it ttlen to receive ot the tullness ot Christ?
Back on the old tarm where I spent my boyhood, there is a great
flat rock on whose broad tace -- hands that bave doubtless been dust
tor centuries .carved a basin.

In spite ot tbe tact that this rock is

liteless and dead, this basin le.ugb.s aDd r1 pples and sings with one ot
the loveliest springs that a thirsty man ever kissed upon the lips.

Go

to it durillg the bleak days ot winter, or the noon-tide hush ot midsUlZlD8r, and it is always a trolic and a glitter with lite.
secret?

What is tne

fhere is nothing in the basin i tselt to explain it, but When

we ask this basin why it

ftS

always tilled to overflowing, it points to

the majestic hill that hides abO'Ye it and says, "Of its fullness have I
received."
Years ago whan I was a student at Harvard Un!versi t7, I stopped one
atternoon to look down trom a bridge into !the waters of tJ:B Charles River.
I as thinking ot another bridge where Longfellow had stood when he wrote
"The Bridge At .Midnight".

But the scene betore me was so dull and drab

I could not but wonder where the poet had obtained his inspiration.
could ,see the mud and refuse at the bottom ot the stre8lA.
the tishing vessels sprawled upon their sides.

I

Down below "irere

I turned in disgust.

But,

hours later, tor instance, to Use Dr. Halls expression, I came again to
tiDd the whole scene changed.

Mud and wreckage at the bottom ot the stream

were no longer visible.- '!'he ships were tloating buoyantly upon their keels
~

ready to sail the seas with the com,.. ot the world in their arms.

What

had ~rought the change~ It was the same river, yet, how difterent. As
'ps·er
I (A,': the question; ..'l'.b.is once drab stream pointed to tl:l8 tar tlung sea, aDd
said, "Of its fullness have I received."
Here is a piece ot blank paper.

.:;'

lb;,.-,<~

There are no blotches upon it, but
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there is nothing ot beauty.

It 18 just a blankness and nothing else.

It is as voiceless as the tomb.

But when I look again, that piece ot

paper has not only found a voice, but it has burst into song.
to it with gratitude and reverent awe.
saying?

I l1sCen

What is the once colorless thing

This 1s its song:No table old, nor mrthic roar,
Nor dream of bards and sears,
Nor dead tact stranded on the shore

Ot the oblivious years.

But warm, sweet, tender even yet
A present help is he,
And Faith has stood its Olivet,
And Love its Galilee.

The

he~g

of his seamless dress,

Is by our beds of pain,
We touch him in 11fe's throIlg and press
And we are whole again.
Some years ago it was my privilege to hear Fri1iz Kreissler.

He came

upon the stage with a voiceless little contraption of wood and metal tucked
under his arm.

By aDd by he drew his bow across that voiceless instrument,

and low an angel choir began to sing w1 thin its compass.
could hear the low-breathing ot springtime winds.
tume of the flowers.

As he played you

You could catoh the per-

You could hear the song of the birds, the murmuring

ot the summer brook, and a happy laughter of a child.

Then it sobbed like

a d,esolate child that longed for the touch of a father's hand, and the

r•
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sound of a voice that is still.

How did this fullness

COmB?

It

pointed to Fritz Kreis81er and said, "Of his fullness bave I received."

we

So 1t may be for ourselves.

We are so closely akin to God that

may receive of his fullness.

Since it is our privilege so to re-

cei"Ie, it is also our responsi bili ty •
the empty life.

Really, there is no excuse tor

We ought to receive of his fullness because life is

not 1IIDrth living if we fail to do so.

But we need this fullness.

simply to help us live,but to help us also to give.

Not

The tragedy of the

empty 11fe is that it has nothing to share wi th its fellows.
To this day I remember vividly the first Christmas tree I ever attendad.

To me it seemed as large as a giant of the foresot.

and girls were clustered about it.

Our names were beiDg called, aDd

Santa Claus was helping distribute them.
halt-wi t •

A group of boys

Present among us was a village

He looked at the scene with eager eyes tha t came as near to

a sparkle as possible from sheer wistfulness.
At last Santa Claus took down the largest package on the tree.
called the name of this idiot.

His dull tace took on a new glow.

He
He

reached torward hands that trembled w.l th the thrill ot greG expectation.
Wi th nervous fiDg8l's he untied the string, lifted the 11d, but the box

_8

empty.

Somebody had mistaken a tragedy for a joke.

him an empty box.
each ot us.

They had g1 "len

We are hanging presents upon the worlds christmas tree,

The presents we hang on the tree are the lives we live.

ot us are giving to the world eJi.pty 11ves.

It is our privilege to give

to this world lives that are tilled unto the fullness of God.

II.

Some
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W.b.at of the content or this 1'Ullness?
1.

We have received ot the fullness ot His life.

among us, he cast a spell upon us.
he was so tremendously alive.
sta~e.t

One secret ot that spell was that

One day a yoWJg ar1stocrat braved the

ot "the crowd to tall at his feet to ask him how he might get

hold on 11te.

On another day, when thous8.Dds had turned their backs

upon him and onJ.y t4e twelve were lett.
ing IIl8gnet ot l1fe.
sayings ot lite."
2.

When Jesus was

They were held by the gripp-

"To Whom shall we go?" said Simon. "Thou hast the
We are to receive ot t4e fullness ot Bis 11te.

We are privlleged to rece 1ve ot the fullness of Bis joy.

I am

not forgetting that Jesus was a man ot sorrows and acquainted with
grief.

I am not torgetting that he bore a cross.

I am not forgetting

that he threw himself into the raw wounds of every man's sore.
spi te of this, and because ot it too, he was a happy man..

But in

I am sure

that His was the gladest heart that ever beat in a human bosom.

I am

SUl'e that His was the sunniest face that ever looked out on this world.
We are to reed ve of the tUllness ot His joy.
3.

Possibly this supreme secret ot Jesus' was that he was a man

who cared.

All sorts of people were drawn to him because they felt the

compelling power ot his interest.

Here was a man Who cared, not simply

tor their souls, but who cared tor them as living personalities.
children,

~,

broken men, saintly gray beards were drawn under His

spell because he cared.

,

Little

It is our privilege to share in the rullness of

His love.
III.

Bow is this to be done?

--

..

..

,,

\
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All oommentators on this text say that the first step is to empty
ourselves.

There is just enough truth in this for it to be profoundly

discouraging.

This is the case because to empty onesel.t is no easy job.

There is awea t and struggling in that process beyond all words.
fishing soDie time ago in a leaky boat.
was a futile task.
out.

I went

I undertook to empty it, but it

The water ran in almost as tast as I couJa. empty it

So when I go to emptying selt as fast as I get him out one door, he-

ohases in the ne.t.

Emptying

vow

own heart is about as difficult as

driving darkIl8ss out of a room wi tl1 a club.
How then may we hope to win?
of Ohrist is a gift.

We need to remember that the fullness

We do not have to drag Him into our hearts, when

we open the door he comas in.

"Son", he says, "ThOU a~ever with me,

and -.11 that I !:lave is. thine."

The one condition of receiving all, is

to give all.

He is infinitely more willing to give than we are to re-

ceive.
It is said that when Helen Keller, that deaf, dumb, and blind genius,
was a li ttle baby, her mother used to bend over her cradle and
upon the babies tender face.
the unhearing child.

dr~p

tears

As she would thus weep, she would talk to

"0 Helen," she was accustomed to say, -how your

mother loves you, how she longs to tell you about it.

How she longs to

get in your heart, but there is no way; eyes closed, ears stopped.

So

our Lord is thus looking longingly at us this moment and sayixg, "0 child,
how I love you.
as you gi ve.

How I long to give you my fullness.

But I can only give

I can only come in as you open the door.

Of His fullness

have we not seized nor grabbed, but received.

It may take a strong man

to take by force, but the weakest of us can receive.

DEVIL'"

"Give the:~Vll
~.·ol:ianoe." ..
~

.~

.

-80unting soaeWhatst"ange and far away.
devil has
. somehow

be.n~elegated

8S

These words oome to us

For-some. belief in the

to the baokground.

We have run past him

we have run past our ox earts. OUl" flannels and our long

He s'.J.JIply doe s not fi ii. aooording the the stOIlID and stress of

}]air.

-::;>i'

•

He~ :i.s. longer t

--til1ngs.

0

be feared.

He is only a mild ouss word

tobs used.in the J)resenoe of ladies.
We bave undergone a marvelous reaction from fear in
reo.n~

This reaotion is. for the mos"t part. altogether

years.

J'1ght and wholesome.

The:r:e was a day wbEtn we feared so lIl8IlY things.

We were' afr.id of ghosts. we were afraid of goblins. we w.retij~~
dons17 afraid ot being bewitched.

In one of the. glOOm1~lib dungeons

Of all sootland. a very beautiful girl was thrust one time.

,ut

into that gruesome plaoe beoause a jilted lover aooused her of

oastiJJsu.J)on him the evil eye.

But the search light of modern

la'i';ii..,(ti.baa been turned upon suoh fears and we have found them
. " gr.oundless.

Bow in this "weloomed reaotion from feat', there is
C1ang~J'

that we may go too far.

real.J!l serious.

We refuse to take 8eri ously v.b. at is

Many are d oi ~ thi s var y thing.

There are number-

less'pe-'"ople today who feel: bound by no laws. held by no t'estriotions •
.--

~or t~~

there is no positive uThou Shalt" nor is there any authora-

-ta ti v.jl!!hou .•hal t not n.
believe

t~ere

They are law unto themselves.

is nothing in heaven. earth

~r

hell to

fe~.

They

-2-

PART I.

:But Paul was of a contrary opinion.

Hence, when

he wrote to his converts over in Ephesis, he gave them this warning.
-Give the devil no

chanoe.~

Why did 'he write such seeming nonsense.

He was really not a stupid man.

He was cne of the great intellects

of all the centuries, thsn he was .. man who spoke as he was moved by
the Holy Spirit.

Why

then did he warn the s e pe ople aga ins t gi ving

the devil a ohanoe.
Hew~rned

1.

them because he believed there was a devil

and in so be11e¥ing his position was by no means unique.

The !;postle

Peter shared that belief, so did John, so did Dr. Luke, so did Mathew
So did Jesus.

and Mark.

So strong was the c CIlviction of the Master

that tbare was such a being, that he taught us to pray this

prayer~

-Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one".
Paul gave this warning in the second plaoe, because he
regarded the devil as an enemy.
ward of God.

So he is regarded throughout the

He is called by three names.

He is the advesary.

the one who takes the opposite side to all that is good, and is the
slanderer.

He does not believe in goodness and frankly says so.

He is Beelzebub, that is

he

is the god of the filthy.

He is the god

of the mcraly rotten.
The case is put very plainly in the 9th ohapter of

st. Mark.

A father has brought his son to Jesus.

demcniac.

The father tells the ·son' s experience.

The

son is a

Oft times, he

declares, the foe that besieges him has cast him into the fire and
into the water to destroy him.

That is the wark of this agency of

evil, it is not to help but to hurt.
destroy.

It is not to serve, but to

It is not to upbuild, but to wreck, to blight and to damn.

N~w

it is possible that what I am sayiI;Jg may weigh

little with some of you. beoause you do not believe there is any
devil.

But the faot that you do not so believe should not alter

the situation seriously for you.

What is the devil. any-way,

It is the soriptural way of explaining the p"esenoe of evil in a
God made world.

These wri ters of the old

that sin was a great grim fact.

am

new Testament realized

They explained that faot by saying.

that there was a personal agenoy of evil at work in the world in the
heuts of men.
Now it is possible that you do not accept that explanation. but even if you do not. you have no t al tered in the slightest
the faot that the7.;were undertaking to explain.

Even if there is no

devil. sin remins the same ugly. awful damning faot.

You have simply

j
j
1

thrown away the explanation.
For instame. it is only in oomparative reoent times
that soieno. have disoovered the theory of germ disease.

They tell

us that oertain diseases are brought about by liVing organisms that

•

prey upon the diseased body.
ing from tuberoulosis.

Suppose. for instanoe that I am suffer-

The doctor tells me that he has examined my

sputum under the magnifying glalls and finds it is filled wi th .tuberou10siS germs.

I tell him that I oan no more see them than I can see

the devil and therefore I do not believe what

he

says.

But though I

do not believe him even though I prove that what he says is not true.
that still does not oure my disease.
The same is the situation in the moral realm.
here. however we may explain its presenoe.

Sin is

You oan say there is nothing

in the devil to fear. but no intelligent man can Bay that about sin.
Sin is a man getter.

It is a nation wrecker.

Its tragic foot prints

human
are seen upon every ~age of/history.

It wrought ruin in the first

home that was ever built, and its reoord has been one of great ruin
ever sinoe.
Suppose you had visited the first pair in their garden
home.

Then suppose you oome days later and'"f1Jnd the garden withered

and find this onoe
why the change.
faces.

ha~py

oouple living in a briar patoh.

You ask them

You ask why the care lines have grown deep in their

You ask why the grey in the hair before their time.

Ask why

their first born, that they thought was the promised Christ has become
a vagabond.

Ask why the meaning of that first grave.

will they give to aJ.l these qlJ3stions.

What answer

They can be answered, every

one with ona word, and that word is sin.
If, therefore, it seems to you unreasonable and old
fa·shioned and a bi t silly to say, "Give the devil no chanoe" then
I will put it in this fashion.

Do not triffle with that

that wreckS everything that it ever touches.
sin.

Play with fire, if you will.

some~hing

Fools make a mock of

Sport with deadly poison, take

serpants into your bosom, pitch your tent on the orater of a volcano,
but do not be so rash, do not be so blind, do not be so utterly mad
'j

as to toy with sin.
it is damning.
3.

Give sin no chance, it is dangerous, it is deadly,

if
Then paul gives ils,thiswarning beoause/the devil gets

a chance we must give it to him.
in mind.

That is the truth we need to bear

Or put it in another way, 1f sin gets a chance in your life

and mine, we must give sin that chance.

In other words, you are what

you are, by virtue of the fact that you ohoose to be that way.
we

are~

What

we are from ohoioe. therefore every man is personally respon-

sible for What he ls.

The only door knob to the door of the heart

I

is on the inside.

Neither right nor wrong can get into your life

except at your own invitation.
,If you then are Christian, why are you sinning.
not fram compulsion.
of ahoice.

It is

It is because of your own free will and a matter

You have opened your heart for the incoming of Christ.

When ever we invite Him, He enters and he does not enter on any other
terms.

If on the other hand, you are in sin, it is beoause you want

to be.

No man has to lie.

to be uno lean.
rascal.

No

No man has to be dishonest.

man bas to be a drunkard.

No nan has to be a libertine.

indifferent.

No man has

No man has to be a

No man has to be selfish,

What you are morally, you are by your own ohoioe.
We need to face these facts.

If we do not, we oan blame

no body exoept ourselves, and 10. long as we do that, just so long will
we oontinue to be the failures that we are.

If you are wasting your

life, whather you are in the ohurch or out of it, do not blame your
enemies.

Do not blame your friends, do not blame the preacher,

do not blame the devil, he can only attempt.
the responsibility where it belongs.
for you.

Blame yourself.

Put

If you do this, there is hope

If you do this, you will fallon your knees and say With

another great sinner, "Against Thee, Thee only have I sinned".
will realize that if sin has had a

ch~nce

You

in your' life, it has been for

one reason, that is beoause you have given it that ohanoe.
PART II.

But in spite of this warning, we oontinue to triffle
with .in.
1.

We

p~rsist

in giving the devil a chance.

B±zat+x--

We give him a chanoe in our own personal lives.

MaZW of our hopes are in ashes, many of our dreams are wreaked.

t

Bome of our best possibilities have been utterly destroyed. because
we have trifflild ;.wi th sin.

God planned great things for us.

He

opened wide doors before our very feet. but we wrecked his plans
and slammed the door in our faces, and to our heartache. we realize
that we have given the devil a chance in our own personal lives.
2.

Not only is this true. but we havegiven him a ohance

in our homes.

Our oareless and Christless life has not only impover-

ished ourselves. but has meant the impoverishment of others.

If there

are p)ysioal enemies upon our streets. threatening the lives of our
children. we would stand guard and fight for them to death, but we let
the supreme enemy trail his slime into our homes. oft times Without
a protest.

Is your home a Christian home?

You have sane lovely

furniture. but the most important artiole. the one that you should
'have kept in best repair has fallen to pieoes.
Yes there is a oard table. I know.

~here

You have no altar.

is some nice wax floors

Where you may remove the rugs for a quiet dance. but there is no
plaoe for family prayer.

You and all your family belong to the

church. but if a visitor from Mar would spend a night in your home.
and then spend another night in a home whose inmates made no pretense
to Christianity, would he be able to tell the difference.

Blessed

is the father and mother, that purpose in their he,arts that they will
give

~e

devil no chanoe in their home, nor With their ohildren.

3.

Then we give the devil a chanoe in the ohurch of

Christ itself.

Some of us do this by our stenginess, some by a fault

finding spirit, some by idleness and laZiness, some by letting it
alone.

There are many critioisms of the ohurch today.

Numerous

of our magazine and news paper wri ters tell us what is the ma tter,

rr

,.

but if they know *hat they are responsible for oonditions being as they
are, it is tb9ir business to change them.

I was in a oommunity some

years ago where church members complained that there was no hope for
their ohurch, the devil has the whole thing, they
saint spoke up and

0

ontradicted them.

sa~d,

but one old

It is not true he replied,

I ocoupy a pew every time it is open.
He had the remedy.

~hat

ever may be wrong with this

ohuroh or any other church, that wrong may be righted if those who
belong to it will be in their places with Christ in their hearts
at each service.

The First Methodist church is not doing what it

ought to if it is not measuring up.

It is not God's fault, He

stands ready to fulfil his promise to make a glorious ohurch without
spot or blemish.

It is not the fault of the devil, it is your fault

and mine until we have done all that is in our power to make it
better.
4.

We are giving the devil a chanoe in our city and in

our world.

We do this whenever we allow our spiritual vitality to

beoome limited.

We do this whsneverwe permit the church to become

weak and worldly, for the hope of the world is in the church of
Jesus Christ. There is no other insti tutionthat pretends in the
in the
.
least to be a/soul saving business. Our lodges and our clubs may
help in oertain directions but
is seeking to save.
Without that saving

fills

the church of Jesus Christ

Those who know Him are the salt of the earth.
Ba~lt.

civilization rots.

If the environment

is bad in Which our ohildren have to grow up, if the atmosphere is
made vile by boot-legger liquor, if we put lawless men into places
of authority. it is beoause we are willing to give the devil a chanoe
to

~ork

his way in our political and civic liYes.

r--.-

-BPAR! III.
How we oould avoid this disaster.
The first

1.
sin is

8

ste~

we must take is the realization that

matter to be taken seriously.

Braddook and his army were Wiped out of

We must not under-rate our foe.
e~istenoe,

you remember. sim-

beoause the general insisted on under-rating the cunning and the

~ly

deadliness of the enemy '"With whioh they had to deal.

If you would

not be over-thrown and defeated, you must take your enemy seriously.
We must give ourselves in wholehearted surrender to
Him who was manifested that He might destroy the works of the devil.
r~e

is able to make us oonquerors. and more than oonquerors.if we will

only .yield our lives to Him he will take us and make us triumphant
and we oan conquer in no other way.
not do.

A half way loyalty is not enough.

glaring sins is not enough.
811.

A half hearted surrender will
A renumciation of oertain

It is only as we give all that we reoeive

We cannot fight sin out of an empty life.

"When the unolean

spirit 1s gond out of a man. it goeth through try places. seeking
rest and findeth none.

Hence, sayeth he, I will return to

whenoe I oame out and he cometh and findeth it empty.
he and gathereth With himself seven other

s~irits

my

house

Then goeth

more wicked than

himself, and entereth and dwelleth there. and the last state of that
man is worse than the first."
negative goodness.
that we can

ho~e

We oannot live in the power of a

It is only as we are positive with the spirit

to suoceed.

"Thence I say. walk in the Spirit

and you mall not fulfil the lust of the flesh."
Not only must we give ourselves to Christ in a definite
surrender. not only

express a _ beli.of

that he home s in our bt art. but
I

...J

r

f

I

we must give ourselves to an open and an aggressive serviO'e.
How many people give the devil a c banoe through sheer cowardice
and laziness.

How many

co~lain

tha t they are finding so li ttle

in religion, when they are too lazy to do anything but howl.

They

remind me of the ·old farmers hound who sat down at the end of the
furrow and let out a wail.
has hurt your dog.

A friend who was passing said, what D

Nothing said the farmer. he has just set down on

a oocklebur, and is too lazy to get up.
~.

~.

If you do no t wish to give the devil a chanoe, put
yourself in the best crowd that you oan find.

~o

form your friendships with those who neither know
nothing about your Christ.

not deliverately
no~1ng

or care

To try to be a Christian and yet

persistently run with an absolutely unohristian orowd is oertainly
to throw the door wide open to the enemy.
says the wise man, shall be destroyed.

A oompanion of fools,

How many thousands could

testify to the truth of that.
If then you expect to be a Christian, align yourself
with Christian people.
unless you do.

Join sane church.

You will not be any acoount

Having joined it, mean some thing to the ohurch , and

let it mean something to you.

~i'Ve

it first place.

Do not go thru

the mookery of taking these solemn vows unless you are in earnest.
About the most heart-breaking thing I know today is the vast number
of ohurch members who having pledged t

~msel ves

to God and to lI'JlD1'U

attend his ohuroh and to support it, have utterly forgotten their
vows and thereby have lied not onl.y unto man, but mto the Holy
Spirit.

!
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If you would avoid giving the devil a chanoe. you
will go into the fonfliot armed.
letter.

That is wlBt Paul urges in this

"Put on the whole armour of God that you may be able to

stand against the wilds of the devil."

He urges that we take the

weapon of the Spirit. which is the word of God.

That is the weapon

that Jesus used against the devil when he fought in the wilderness.
and he Came out

0

onqueror.

Then he urges prayer.

"Praying always.

With all prayer and supplioation in the spirit".
This is another mighty weapon that Jesus employed

~

,

oonstant~y.

It has been employed by all his viotorious saints.

That must be employed by ourselves.
with

p~

We better go big game hunting

guns than to go out to meet the foes of sin unarmed and

unstrengthened with the power of prayer and with 'he word of God.
6.

Finally if you mean to play

devil. you have got to aot now.

8

shut out game with the

We give the devil a chanoe in many

ways. but in no way do we help him quite so muoh as delaying aotion.
He is perfectly satisfied to have our h61rts stirred.
satisfied to have us form good resolutions.

He is

He 60es not object to

having us look wistfully to the heights, he is willing to all this.
if we will only say. go thy way for this time.
"Give the devil no ohanoe".
a Christian some time.
sin.

Of course you expect to be

You do not expect to live in sin and die in

You do not expect to go thru a

needy

world and do nothing

to help a soul. but your trouble is that all these glorious and
wonderful things you are going to do
devil gets his chanoe.

tomorrow.

That is where the

"God says today; the devil says tomorrow;
can open.

