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Christian Ethics in Times of Plague:  
A Kessler Conversation with Professor Anna Johnson 
http://pitts.emory.edu/annajohnson  
 
Source Documents 
 
Martin Luther, “Whether One May Flee From a Deadly Plague” 
 

Citation: Luther, M.,	Ob man fur dem Sterben fliehen muge	(Wittenberg: Hans 
Lufft, 1527). 
 
Edition in the Kessler Collection (1527 LUTH M): http://emory-
primoprod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA2
1190661080002486  
 
View Online: https://daten.digitale-
sammlungen.de/~db/0008/bsb00086772/images/  
 
English translation: Luther, Martin, “Whether One May Flee From a Deadly 
Plague” in Luther's Works.	(edited by Jaroslav Pelikan. et al.; Saint Louis: 
Concordia Publishing House). V.43, pp. 113-138 
http://emory-
primoprod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA2
1240198350002486 
 
Read English Translation Online: https://blogs.lcms.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/03/Plague-blogLW.pdf  

 
Martin Luther, “A Sermon on Preparing to Die” 
 

Citation: Luther, Martin, Eyn Sermon von der Bereytung zum 
Sterbenn	(Wittenberg: Johann Rhau-Grunenberg, 1519). 
 
Edition in the Kessler Collection (1519 LUTH BB):  http://emory-
primoprod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA2
1186282230002486 
 
English translation: Luther, Martin, “A Sermon on Preparing to Die” in Luther's 
Works.	(edited by Jaroslav Pelikan. et al.; Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing 
House). V.42, pp. 95-115 
http://emory-
primoprod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA2
1240198350002486 
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Andreas Osiander, “How and Whither a Christen Man Ought to Flye the Horrible Plage 
of the Pestilence” 
 

Citation: Osiander, Andreas, Wie vnd wohin ein Christ die grausame[n] plag der 
pestilentz fliehen soll (Nuremberg: Johannes Petreius, 1533). 
 
Edition in the Kessler Collection (1533 OSIA):  http://emory-
primoprod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA2
1184316100002486 
 
View Online: 
http://digital.onb.ac.at/OnbViewer/viewer.faces?doc=ABO_%2BZ204930509  
 
English translation: Osiander, Andreas.	How and Whither a Christen Man Ought 
to Flye the Horrible Plage of the Pestilence, (translated by Miles Colverdle; 
Southwarke: James Nicolson, 1537). 
http://emory-
primoprod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA5
1438388920002486   
 
Read English Translation Online: 
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/e/eebo/A08560.0001.001?rgn=main;view=fulltext  

 
 
Modern Resources 
 
Hendrix, Scott, Martin Luther: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 2010). 
http://emory-
primoprod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA2
1207306900002486  

 
Johnson, Anna Marie, Beyond Indulgences: Luther's Reform of Late Medieval Piety, 

1518-1520 (Kirksville, Missouri: Truman State University Press, 2017).  
http://emory-
primoprod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA2
1445261960002486  

 
Luther, Martin, Letters of Spiritual Counsel Edited and Translated by Theodore G. 

Tappert (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1955). 
http://emory-
primoprod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA2
1254067880002486  
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Plague in the Reformation Era:  
A Kessler Conversation with Professor Erik Heinrichs 
http://pitts.emory.edu/erikheinrichs 
 
Source Documents 
 
Caspar Kegler, “A Useful and Comforting Regiment Against the Pestilence”  

 
Citation: Kegler, Caspar, Eyn nutzlichs vnd trostlichs Regiment wider dy Pestilentz 
vñ gifftigk pestilentzisch Feber die Schweyssucht genant, (Leipzig: Valentin 
Schumann, 1529). 
 
View Online: http://daten.digitale-sammlungen.de/~db/0002/bsb00028840/images  

 
Philippus Culmacher, “Regiment Against the Pestilence” 

 
Citation: Kulmacher, Philipp: Regimen wider die Pestilenz, [Leipzig], [ca. 1495]. 
 
View Online: http://daten.digitale-
sammlungen.de/~db/0002/bsb00026943/images/index.html  

 
 
Modern Resources 
 
Bynum, William F., The History of Medicine: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2008). 
http://emory-
primoprod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA5
1347972920002486  

 
Heinrichs, Erik, Plague, Print, and the Reformation : the German Reform of Healing, 

1473—1573 (New York: Routledge, 2018). 
http://emory-
primoprod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA2
1345183060002486  

 
Porter, Roy, Blood and Guts: a Short History of Medicine (New York: Penguin, 2003).  
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The Reformation of Suffering:  
A Kessler Conversation with Professor Ronald Rittgers 
http://pitts.emory.edu/ronaldrittgers  
 
Source Documents 
 
Brandenburg-Nuremberg Church Order 
 

Citation: Brenz, Johannes & Andreas Osiander, Kirchen Ordnung, in meiner 
gnedigen Herrn der Marggrauen zu Brandenburg, vnd eins Erbern Rats der Stat 
Nürnberg Oberkeyt vn[d] Gepieten (Nuremberg: Jobst Gutknecht, 1533). 
 
Edition in the Kessler Collection (1533 EVAN: 1) 
http://emory-
primoprod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA2
1176451700002486  
 
View Online: https://reader.digitale-
sammlungen.de/resolve/display/bsb10207242.html  
 

 
Modern Resources 
 
Billings, J. Todd, Rejoicing in Lament: Wrestling With Incurable Cancer & Life in Christ 

(Grand Rapids: Brazos Press, 2015). 
http://emory-
primoprod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA2
1269280300002486 

 
Ngien, Dennis,	Fruit for the Soul: Luther on the Lament Psalms (Minneapolis: Fortress 

Press, 2012). 
http://emory-
primoprod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA5
1396974000002486  

 
Rittgers, Ronald, “Martin Luther Helps Us See Divine Love in Pandemic Suffering” in 

Christianity Today (May 19, 2020).  
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/may-web-only/martin-luther-
coronavirus-black-plague-alien-work-of-god.html  

 
Rittgers, Ronald (ed.),	Protestants and Mysticism in Reformation Europe	(Leiden: Brill, 
2019). 

http://emory-
primoprod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA2
1371314460002486 
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Rittgers, Ronald, The Reformation of Suffering: Pastoral Theology and Lay Piety in Late 
Medieval and Early Modern Germany (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012). 
http://emory-
primoprod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA2
1253255660002486  
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