
vHavdalah: Shabbat ends
when the candle is dipped into the

wine. One minute it is Shabbat. The next
minute Shabbat is over. The week has started
again. At the end of Shabbat we make
havdalah. Havdalah means division.
Havdalah ends Shabbat. We say a few prayers.
We dip the candle in the wine. We divide
between Shabbat and the rest of the week. 
Jews need to make many divisions.
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The Bird in the Hand

This is a story of Ya’akov and his
rabbi. Ya’akov was angry at his
rabbi.

A rabbi teaches Torah. A rabbi teaches with
stories, sermons, and lessons. A rabbi teaches
by being a good example. A rabbi is also a
judge. A judge is a teacher, too. A judge has to
divide between what is right and what is
wrong. A judge has to divide between who
pays money and who gets money. A judge has
to decide who wins and who loses. Judges
teach lots of lessons.

At the end of Shabbbat we make havdalah.
Havdalah divides the end of Shabbat from
the beginning of the week. A rabbi who is a
judge makes havdalah another way. Here is
one such story.

Ya’akov had an argument with his neighbor.
He was sure he was right. The two of them
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asked their rabbi to be the judge. The rabbi
said, “Ya’akov, the Torah teaches that your
neighbor is right. You have to build him a new
chicken coop.” 

Ya’akov was very, very angry. He thought that
the rabbi had been unfair and wanted to get
even with her.

One day everyone was in the town square. It
was a party. Ya’akov appeared in the middle of
the party. He stood at one end of the town
square and shouted. He said: “Rabbi, you are
supposed to be smart. Rabbi, you are supposed
to be fair. Well, I have a new case I want you
to solve. I want you to show the whole town
that you are smart. I want you to show
everyone that you are a good judge.”

Ya’akov held his two hands together. He held
them up and showed everyone. He said,
“Rabbi, in my hands there is a bird. All I want
you to do is tell me one thing. When I open
my hands will the bird be dead or alive? Will
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the dead bird fall to the ground? Will the live
bird fly up toward heaven?”

The rabbi thought for a moment, and then
she said, “Ya’akov, at the end of Shabbat we
make havdalah. We divide Shabbat from the
week. In havdalah there is light and there is
shadow. A judge has to make havdalah, too.
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A judge has to divide between what is true and
what is not. Today I will be a teacher and you
will be the judge. We will make havdalah
together.”

The rabbi took a step closer to Ya’akov. Then
she said softly, “The bird in your hands is
alive. But if I say that she is alive, you will
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crush her with your hands and she
will die. Then I will be wrong.
The bird will be dead. If I tell you
that she is dead, you will let her
live. You will open your hands and
show everyone that I am wrong.
Then bird will fly toward heaven.”

There was silence. Then the
rabbi took one more step closer to
Ya’akov. She said, “You are the
judge. Make havdalah. Is the bird
alive or dead?”

Ya’akov opened his hands. The
bird flew toward the sun. It flew
up toward heaven. The rabbi said,
“Let’s dance. Its time to go on
with the party. That is my
decision.”
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1. What is a

havdalah

service?

2. How does

a judge

teach?

3. What are

times when

we must make

havdalah with

our actions?

4. What do

you think will

happen the

next time that

Ya’akov talks

to the rabbi?
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Havdalah means divide. Divide the pictures into
two groups. Circle the things in one group in
red. Circle the things in the other group in blue.
Explain the rule you used to divide them.

My rule was____________________________
_____________________________________
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