
 
Read this story together.

King Antiochus was a mean and selfish          who tried to stop 

the Jews from being Jewish. In the city of Jerusalem there was 

a beautiful              . In the Temple, there was a large, golden 

        . The flames in the        burned all the time. Antiochus 

took the              away from the Jews and broke the        . 

But the Jews would not let the        win. Their leader was 

(Judah Maccabee). They made Antiochus go away and 

                 the              . They made a new         to help make 

the Temple a beautiful place again. 

The story tells that the Maccabees found a small         of oil. 

It was only enough for the         to burn for 1 day. But God 

made a miracle. The small amount of oil burned for 8 days. 

The 8 days of Hanukkah cele br ate this story. 

Follow the lights. They take us to Jewish homes all over the world

We light our Menorahs for eight nights to remember the story of Hanukkah. 
Let’s sing Jewish songs, eat Hanukkah gelt (chocolate Hanukkah coins), play 
dreidel and be happy that the Maccabees helped the Jewish people keep our 
ways and our Torah. 

Look on this page. Can you find the Torah? Can you find the Menorah? Count the 
branches of the Menorah. There are 8—one for each night—and the shamash. 
The shamash helps us light the other candles
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Light is everywhere in Judaism, from our Shabbat candles to “the light of the Torah.” The 
light of our Hanukkah candles is the light of faith, and hope and religious freedom. Take a 
moment and gaze at the lights together with your children. 

HANUKKAH

Create your own family rituals for each of the nights of Hanukkah. It does not have to be only lighting the 
Menorah and opening presents. When you look at the glow of the lights, what do you and your children see?
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Follow the Lights to the Temple

The Maccabees needed to find a special olive oil to light the 

Menorah. They searched and searched the Temple until a small 

jar of oil was found. 

On Hanukkah, we think about oil. In some Jewish home, people 

eat latkes (potato pancakes). They are fried in OIL. In Israel, 

Jewish people eat sufaganiyot (jelly donuts). They are made in 

OIL. 

Be a Maccabee!! Look at the picture and find the jar of oil, the latkes, and 

the sufganiyot. 

Look at the picture. Can you find the dreidel and the four Hebrew letters 

(b, d, v, J) that are on the sides of the dreidel? 

Follow the lights to see the special light of the Torah 
The Torah makes Jews Jewish. It tells us our stories. It 

tells us about our holidays. It tells us how God wants us to 

behave. It feels special to have the Torah.

Antiochus, the bad king, would not let the Jewish people 

do Jewish things. He did not want them to have Shabbat or 

holidays. Antiochus did not want to let the Jewish people 

read the Torah. The Jewish people would not listen to King Antiochus. 

They would not stop being Jewish. 

The Jews studied the Torah. It was a secret. When the 

King’s soldiers came to check on them, they played 

dreidel to trick the soldiers. On Hanukkah we play dreidel 

to remember that the Jews would not stop being Jewish. 

Electricity and candles are modern inventions. In ancient times, oil was used for light and cooking. We use oil 
in different ways to remember the light of the first menorah and the Maccabees. 

Even the youngest 
children can play 
dreidel. It is a fun 
way to remember 
a serious time for 
the Jewish people. 

b Nun—take none

d Gimmel—take all 

v Hey—take half 

J Shin—put in 

A wonderful Hanukkah 
present is a Jewish 
book. During the nights 
of Hanukkah, it is a 
special time to read 
Jewish books to our 
children. 


