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On Tu b’Shvat where we live, children plant seeds or trees. 

Seeds are large or small, flat or round, soft or hard.

What kind of seed will you plant?
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The holiday of Tu b’Shavat was created for a 
biblical rule. It said that Jewish farmers should 
not use the fruit from a tree for a few years 
and then bring the new fruit to the Temple as 
a tithe. Just as we do with horses today, they 
created a standard “tree birthday,” so it would 
be easy to know the age of each tree.

It is the 
responsibility 
of every 
generation to 
be a part of 
Tikkun Olam, 
the process 
of repairing 
the world. 
Planting 
trees and 
protecting 
our 
environment 
is one of 
the ways we 
leave the 
world better 
than we 
found it. 

We thank God for trees.  
Happy Birthday, Trees!

Plan your own special  
birthday party for the trees.  
What will you do?  
What will you eat?  
What will you wear?

TU B'sHVAT
Do you have a birthday?  
Every tree has a birthday.

Jewish people celebrate  
the birthday of the trees  
on a special day  
called Tu b’Shvat. 

A seed is a baby tree. It grows and grows. 

Can you find any seeds in your house?

Tu b’Shvat

The Torah teaches us to 
celebrate the miracle of life 
found in each little seed. The 
holiday of Tu b’Shvat reminds 
us to “celebrate all life,” and 
it reminds us that we need to 
take care of the world. When 
Adam and Eve were in the 
Garden of Eden, God said, 
“It is your job to take care of 
the world. There is no one to 
clean up after you.”
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Some trees have fruit. When 
we eat fruit we thank God by 
saying a brakhah, a blessing. 

The blessing is: 
   

/.g   g 
Barukh Attah Adonai Eloheinu Melekh ha-

Olam, Borai Pri ha-Etz.

Praise are You, Adonai, Ruler of the 
Cosmos, the One-Who-Created the fruit 

of the tree.

In Israel, on Tu b’Shvat, 
children plant trees. 
You can send money to 
Israel, and a tree will be 
planted for you.
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The Jewish National Fund 
(JNF) plants trees in Israel 
with the money sent by 
Jews from all over the 
world. Every Jewish home 
used to have a little blue 
and white tzedakah box for 
the “tree money.”  
Today you can “buy” trees 
on the internet at  
http://www.jnf.org.

Trees make our 
world beautiful. 

Some trees are 
homes for animals 
and birds. 

How many different 
trees can you find 
near your house?

Long ago, the 
Rabbis taught 
that trees are so 
important that 
Jews are not 
supposed to live 
in a city that 
does not have 
trees. With your 
child list as many 
special things 
about trees as 
you can.

On Tu B’Shvat, Jewish people all 
over the world eat all kinds of fruit.

How many different kinds of fruit 
will you eat on Tu B’Shvat? 

One Tu B’Shvat tradition 
is to have a seder, as 
on Passover, where four 
cups of fruit juice are 
drunk and various fruits 
are eaten. It might be 
a lot of fun to go to 
Tu b’Shvat Seder or to 
create your own.
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