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FOREWORD

Kids should have Bible dreams. They should be able to imagine

themselves riding on an overcrowded ark filled with cuddly and smelly animals. They

should be able to see the rainbow burst through the single window in the ark’s ceiling.

They should imagine themselves dancing on their first day, just after their creation in the Garden of

Eden. They should have a moment of standing before an inner-mirror and trying on their parent’s

special gift, a coat of many colors.

Kids love the Bible, because it has it all. The Bible is not witches, dragons, space ships, ancient

tombs with booby trapped giant killer boulders, and sword fights. Instead, the Bible has stories of

fear and faith. The Bible knows what it is like to feel alone, to feel afraid; to be angry that someone

else is loved better. It knows where your heart goes when you are the one who is left out, or the way

your feelings can soar when you know that someone really loves you. It tells the story of fights after

which we make up, and of the fights from which there is no making up.

The power of Bible is that it tells our story. We all have our moments of being Joseph in the lime-

light when it seems that we are beloved and have everything. And we all have our “in the pit time”

when everything caves in and we are just trapped. We all know—in our own life story—what it is to

want something that you just can’t have, like Abram and Sarai craved a child. And we all have our

own miracles—where God gifts us with something that we no longer believed could ever happen.

Isaac is always being conceived and then birthed.

The Bible has it all—because it is our own story. A Child’s Garden of Torah was written to be a

first telling of these Torah stories. It was written with classroom story circles and darkened bedrooms

in mind. It seeks any place where a good story can evoke a great conversation. It was designed to be

a first or an early hearing and studying of these great, eternal stories. It was designed to be the begin-

ning of a lot of dreams.

Joel Lurie Grishaver
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Story 1: Creation
Sunday:
It all started when God said,
“Let there be light.”
Everything had been totally dark.
The breath of God blew across the waters.

Now there was light.
God saw that the light was
GOOD!
God called the light, “Day.”
God called the darkness, “Night.”
Now there was evening.

Now there was morning.

This was the first day.

Monday:
On the next day
God made nothing new.
God just said, “Let there be space.”
God took the water which was everywhere
and split it in half.
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All God did on Monday was put space in the middle of the water.
God called this space, “Sky.”

There was evening. There was morning. A second day.

Tuesday:
On the next day
God said to the waters,
“Pull back and make room for some dryness.”
The waters followed orders.

God called the waters, “Oceans.”
God called the dryness, “Land.”
God saw that the land and the ocean were GOOD.
God said, “Now we need plants and green growing things.”
Suddenly, green things were growing everywhere.
God saw that the green things growing everywhere were GOOD.

There was evening. There was morning. A third day.

Wednesday:
On the next day
God said, “We need lights in the sky.”
Suddenly, the sun, the moon, and the stars were in their places.
The sun gave sunlight during the day.
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The moon gave moonlight during the night.
The stars were there to help travelers find their way.
Wednesday was a lot like Sunday.
God saw that the new lights were GOOD.

There was evening. There was morning. 
A fourth day.

Thursday:
On the next day
God started to make moving things.
God said, “Let there be birds in the sky.”

God said, “Let there be fish in the seas.”
And for fun, God made sea monsters, dinosaurs,
and dragons.
God saw that all this new life was GOOD.
God blessed them and said, 
“Live long. Have many children. Fill the earth.”
Thursday was a lot like Monday.

Things were happening in the sky and in the waters.
There were birds in the sky and fish in the waters.

There was evening. There was morning. A fifth day.
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Friday:
On the next day
God was ready to make the big things.
God was ready to work on land.
God said, “Let there be animals.”
There were animals everywhere.
God saw that animals were GOOD.
Then God said, 
“Let there be people.”
Then God added: 
“Let them be a little like Me.”
All of a sudden there was 
a woman and a man.
They were a little like God.
God made people in God’s image.
God blessed them and said:
“Live long. Have many children.
Fill the earth. 
And be in charge of everything.”
Friday was a lot like Tuesday. Things were happening on the land.
God saw that people and everything else in the world could be VERY GOOD.

There was evening. There was morning. A sixth day.
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Shabbat:
God made the world in seven days.
Six of those days God did all the work.
On Shabbat God rested.
God blessed Shabbat and said to Her, “You are holy.”
This was the end of the beginnings.

Now the world was ready for the rest of the stories.
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Hearing Questions:
What was the last day of the week of creation?

What did God create on the first day?

What was the last thing God created before Shabbat?

What did God do on Shabbat?

What did God say when God saw the things which had been cre-

ated?

Imagining Questions:
God made me to be a little like God. One way I can be like God is

________________.

I can be like God. One thing I can create is _________________.

God said some things are good and very good. One thing I think is

good is _________________. One thing I think is very good is

_______________________.

When I rest I like to ______________. When God rests God likes

to _____________.

A Torah Puzzle:
To answer these questions you may need to read parts of the story

again and think hard.

How is Sunday like Wednesday?

How is Monday like Thursday?

How is Tuesday like Friday?

What was the difference between the blessing God gave animals and



the blessing God gave people? How are people special?
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Story 2: The Garden in
Eden

God was a gardener.
God planted a garden in Eden.
The garden had lots of trees.

In the garden were lots of fruits and vegetables.
In the center of the garden God planted two special trees.
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One was the Tree of Life.
One was the Tree of Knowing How to Tell Good from Evil.
God took some mud and made a body.
God blew the breath of life into the body. 

It came alive and became the first human.
In Hebrew a human is called Adam.
God put Adam in the gar-
den to take care of it.
Adam became a gar-

dener, too.
God told Adam, “Eat all the fruits
and vegetables you want.”
God gave Adam one rule,
“Do not eat from the Tree
of Knowing How to Tell
Good from Evil.
Once you eat from it—you will
begin to die.”

Adam was lonely.
God made all kinds of animals.
Adam named every animal.
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They were interesting.

But no animal fit together with Adam.
Adam was still lonely.
Finally, God made Adam the perfect partner.
To make sure that the two of them fit together,
God took one of Adam’s sides.
God built Adam’s side into a woman.
Adam was now the man. His other side became the woman.
They fit together. That is the way of men and women.
They were naked. But they were not ashamed.
Adam never gave the woman a name.
They were just “Adam and his woman.”

Meanwhile, 
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the snake was a sneaky creature.
He talked to the woman.
He wrapped 
his words around her.
He fooled her.

She ate from the
tree in the middle of the garden.
She gave Adam
some of the fruit, too.
He ate it as well.



All of a sudden things changed.
Adam and his woman saw 

everything in a new way.

Adam and his woman knew that they
were naked.
They felt ashamed.
God visited them.
They tried to hide.
God found them and made them
clothes.
God told them, “Now you have to
leave the garden.”

God told them, “Now you have begun to die.”
God told them, “Now you will have to work for your food.”
And God told them, “Now women will give birth to children.”
Finally, Adam gave his wife a name.
He called her, “Eve.” 
“Eve” means “The Life Giver.”
The two of them left the garden together.

God left two angels guarding the way to Eden.
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Hearing Questions:
Where was the Garden?

What was in the middle of the Garden?

What does Adam mean?

Where did Adam’s partner come from?

What one rule did God give Adam and his wife?

Why did they eat the fruit?

What does Eve mean?

Imagining Questions:
What do you think the trees in the middle of the garden

looked like?

How did the world look before they ate the fruit? How

did it change when they ate it?

Why did the snake trick them?

What do you think is the “password” to get past the

angels and back into the Garden in Eden?
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