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“a Jewish
journalist

without
means… who

converted a
rag into a flag,

and a
degraded

multitude into
a nation, that
rallied, heads
erect, around

that flag.”

““IImm  TTiirrzzuu  AAiinn  ZZoo  AAggaaddaahh””
““IIff  yyoouu  wwiillll  iitt,,  iitt  iiss  nnoo  ddrreeaamm..””
This slogan is Theodor Herzl’s most famous statement. And indeed, Herzl’s life embodies this
attitude. Herzl was a man who once wrote a science-fiction book called Old-New Land in which
he imagined the Jews living in Palestine as a free people with their own government. Most people
rejected the idea as fantasy, but Herzl believed that through hard work and determination, even
the wildest dreams could come true. And within fifty years of the publication of Old-New Land
the State of Israel was indeed born.

EEaarrllyy  LLiiffee
Theodor Herzl did not come from a traditional Jewish family. Herzl was born in 1860 in Hungary,
and his family was a product of the Jewish trends known as Enlightenment and Emancipation—
trends that during the previous century had allowed Jews to leave Europe’s ghettos and begin to
participate in society on a more equal basis. Therefore, the Herzls spoke Hungarian and German,
dressed like the non-Jews among whom they lived, and considered themselves Hungarians of the
Jewish faith (as opposed to Jews who happened to live in Hungary).
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As a teenager Herzl moved with his family to Vienna, the German-speaking capital of Austria.
After a few years in Vienna Herzl began to embrace the ideas of German nationalism. Nationalism
is a political philosophy that emphasizes loyalty to one’s land and people. In the late nineteenth
century most of the countries in Europe experienced strong waves of nationalist feeling.

In his twenties Herzl became a writer and a journalist. He read and wrote for several of the lead-
ing publications in Austria. At the time Herzl was so impressed with the literature and philoso-
phy of German nationalists that he felt his Judaism was a barrier to becoming fully German. He
considered converting to Christianity and for a time felt that all Jews should do so. The problem
with Herzl’s enthusiasm for German nationalism, however, was that that movement was becom-
ing increasingly anti-Semitic.

It was exposure to anti-Semitism—French as well as German—that led Herzl to rethink his
ideas about what being Jewish meant. In 1891 Herzl received a plum assignment as a Paris corre-
spondent for the leading Viennese newspaper. Several of the stories he covered related to anti-
Semitic incidents, including the Dreyfus Affair, a scandal involving a Jewish captain in the
French army falsely accused of spying for Germany.

Seeing the intense passions of French anti-semites, and reading hateful articles and books by
German anti-semites, Herzl began to reject his earlier hopes of integrating into German society.
No matter how deeply Jews felt French or German, Herzl realized, there would always be people
who rejected them. So he moved to a new kind of nationalism; a nationalism for the Jews that
became known as Zionism.

PPoolliittiiccaall  ZZiioonniissmm::
Herzl’s first expression of Zionism was in a booklet he wrote in 1896
called “The Jewish State.” The subtitle was “An Attempt at a Modern
Solution to the Jewish Question.” In it Herzl proposed that the Jews
should settle together in a country he called “The Promised Land”
(although he suggested it could be located anywhere, including
Argentina) and create their own government. It would be “a state of
Jews, where no one has to be ashamed that they are a Jew.”

“The Jewish State” was by no means the first Zionist booklet. Jews had
expressed a longing for their own land (usually Eretz Yisrael, the Land
of Israel) for centuries, and fifteen years earlier a Russian Jew named
Leon Pinsker had written a widely read essay called
“Autoemancipation” that shared many of Herzl’s ideas.

Nonetheless, Herzl was different from any Zionist who came before
him. He developed—in his writings and in his actions—a kind of
Zionism that had a practical program. This “Political Zionism” empha-
sized lobbying governments all over the world to support creating a
Jewish homeland somewhere. It was Zionism with a plan.

Moreover, Herzl was the right person to implement that plan. He had
tremendous organizing skill, the ability to inspire Jews of all back-
grounds, and a talent for getting world leaders to take him seriously.

Do you consider

yourself an

American (or a

Canadian) of the

Jewish faith? Or a

Jew living in North

America? Jot down
your thoughts here:
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In the eighteen months following the publication
of “The Jewish State” Herzl pursued a whirlwind of
organizing activity. He met with world leaders in
France, England, Bulgaria, Serbia, and the Ottoman
Empire—as well as representatives of the Pope.

He organized even more feverishly within the
Jewish community. He had little success in con-
vincing the wealthy Jews of Europe—such as the
Rothschilds and the Hirsches—to donate money
to purchase land for a Jewish homeland overseas.
But his pamphlet, his ideas, and his personality
struck a chord with average Jews all over Europe.
His weekly Zionist newspaper was widely read,
and Russian Jews in particular saw him as a
visionary, even Messianic figure.

Even so, when Herzl announced a First Zionist
Congress to convene in Basel, Switzerland, in August, 1897, many people thought Herzl had over-
reached. But 197 Jews from fifteen countries attended, representing a broad cross-section of Jewish life.
There were religious Jews and atheist Jews, capitalist Jews and socialist Jews. What they had in common
was the shared vision of Zionism, as captured in what they called the Basel Program: “Zionism seeks to
obtain for the Jewish people a publicly recognized, legally secured homeland in Palestine.”

The First Zionist Congress succeeded in bringing worldwide attention to the Zionist idea. More
importantly, it created a framework in which Zionists from around the world could work together to
make progress toward establishing a Jewish state. A World Zionist Organization was created with
Herzl as its president. Arrangements were made for future Zionist congresses to meet and continue
the work of the first one.

Herzl was extremely proud of his accomplishments. Privately he wrote: “At Basel I founded the
Jewish State. If I said this out loud today I would be greeted by universal laughter. In five years per-
haps, and certainly in fifty years, everyone will perceive it.”

Indeed, Herzl’s dream was only fifty years away from becoming a reality.

WWoorrkkiinngg  ffoorr  aa  JJeewwiisshh  HHoommeellaanndd::
After the successful First Zionist Congress Herzl only accelerated his organizing efforts. He met with
the Kaiser (emperor) of Germany twice—the second time in Jerusalem—although he was unable to
secure a firm commitment to Zionism. He was similarly frustrated by a meeting with the Turkish
sultan and was only able to meet with lower-level diplomats in Britain.

But his vision remained alive. In 1902 he published a novel, Old-New Land, which depicted life in a
successful Jewish homeland twenty years in the future. This new work gave hope to Zionists who
were frustrated with the slow pace of progress in obtaining a Jewish state.

Then, in 1903, the government of Britain made an astonishing proposal: to allow the Jews to settle in
a large area of Uganda, a country in East Africa. The offer was particularly timely because that same
year a new wave of anti-Jewish attacks had broken out in Kishinev, Russia, and the Russian Jews

Should the

Zionist move-

ment have

accepted Britain’s

offer? Jot down
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seemed to face a more immediate danger than ever
before. Herzl saw the Uganda Plan as an immediate
solution. He wrote: “We must give an answer to
Kishinev, and this is the only one. We must, in a
word, play the politics of the hour.”

Herzl did not consider Uganda an appropriate loca-
tion for an ultimate Jewish state. But he did support
settling Russian Jews there temporarily, in order to
save their lives and prepare for an eventual Jewish
state in Palestine.

But even this limited position was highly controver-
sial within the Zionist movement. At the Sixth Zionist
Congress the delegates narrowly voted to send an
expedition of Zionists to Uganda to study the feasi-
bility of settling Jews there. This decision infuriated
opponents of the Uganda Plan, many of whom were
Russian Jews—including the delegates from
Kishinev! They felt that to even consider a settlement
outside of Palestine was a betrayal of everything
Zionism stood for, and they marched angrily out of the convention hall.

This split within the Zionist movement caused Herzl tremendous pain.
The very Jews he was trying to save were rejecting his plan for saving
them. He went and met with the opponents of the Uganda Plan and
arranged for a compromise that effectively doomed the whole project:
not a single Zionist penny would be spent on the expedition.

The struggle over the Uganda Plan exhausted Herzl, and while he con-
tinued his nonstop lobbying on behalf of the Zionist movement for
nearly another year, his health was failing. On July 3, 1904, he died of
pneumonia. He was forty-four years old.

In his will Herzl requested burial in Vienna, but for his body to remain
there only “until the Jewish people will carry my remains to Palestine.”
His request was fulfilled on August 16, 1949, when his coffin was flown
to the State of Israel and reburied on a hill near Jerusalem that is now
known as Mount Herzl.

Two years before his death Herzl had written in his diary that he hoped
someday history would look back kindly upon him as “a Jewish journal-
ist without means, during an era of the most abominable anti-semitism
and when the Jewish people had sunk into the depths, to have converted
a rag into a flag, and a degraded multitude into a nation, which rallied,
heads erect, around that flag.”

Because Theodor Herzl willed it, that dream has come true.
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AACCRROOSSSS
1. Loyalty to one’s land and people.
3. Booklet written by Herzl that outlined his ideas
6. Herzl’s great skill that enabled him to take action

with his ideas
8. 1903 proposal by the British government allowing

the Jews to settle in an African country
9. Russian city where a wave of anti-Jewish attacks

broke out in 1903
11.Herzl’s most famous statement: “If you will it, it is

no _______”
13.Herzl’s country of birth
14.Land where Herzl’s coffin was reburied 45 years

after his death

DDOOWWNN
2. Hostility toward Jews
4. Herzl’s occupation early in life
5. Political movement advanced by Herzl
7. Herzl’s novel about a successful Jewish homeland

twenty years in the future
10.Austrian capital where Herzl lived and was buried
12.Swiss city where Herzl and his followers met

annually

After the puzzle has been completed, rearrange the letters in the
circled squares to spell out something that Herzl never did:
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