
TThhee  WWeesstt  BBaannkk

IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn
On February 25, 1994, an American-born physician named Baruch Goldstein entered the Ibrahimi mosque in Hebron, on the
west bank of the Jordan river, and begin to shoot at the Muslim worshipers. Twenty-nine Arabs were killed and more than a
hundred were wounded before Dr. Goldstein was subdued by the crowd and killed himself.

Why?

The simplest answer—that Goldstein was a disturbed individual who went berserk—doesn’t work, since thousands of Israelis
(although a small minority, to be sure) have treated him as hero, turning his grave into a shrine. While all of Israel’s leaders
and the overwhelming majority of its people were horrified at this massacre, it is nonetheless clear that Goldstein represents
not just the obsession of a crazed individual, but the belief system of a small subset of the Israeli population.

To understand Goldstein’s actions—although certainly not to excuse them—we must look at the history of Hebron and the
West Bank and their significance to Arabs and Jews.
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And then
Abraham

buried his wife
Sarah in the

cave of the field
of Makhpelah,

facing
Mamre—now

Hebron—in the
land of

Canaan.
Genesis 23:19

The Tomb of the Makhpelah is sacred to all three major monotheistic religions, and both a synagogue and  a mosque stand at the site in this most-
ly Arab town.It is remembered to be built over the cave that Abraham bought to bury Sarah. Legend holds that Adam and Eve, Abraham and

Sarah, Isaac and Rebekkah, Jacob and Leah are buired there. Rachel is buried outside Bethlehem. James Davis; Eye Ubiquitous/Corbis
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TThhee  BBiibbllee,,  pprree--ssttaattee
GENESIS: The book of
Genesis describes how after
the death of his wife Sarah
Abraham purchases the
“Ma’arat ha-Makhpelah,” a
burial cave in what is today
Hebron. The Torah describes
how all the patriarchs and
their wives were buried in
this cave.

KING DAVID: Several cen-
turies later Hebron was King
David’s capital before he
conquered Jerusalem, and
the Bible lists it as one of the
cities where the Jews settled

when they returned from their exile in Babylonia
in the sixth century before the common era.

Because of the tradition that the Jewish forefathers
and foremothers were buried at Hebron (the
Talmud even suggests that Adam and Eve are
buried there), the city became one of the four holy
Jewish cities within Eretz Yisrael—along with
Jerusalem, Tiberias, and Safed. For centuries pious
Jews lived there or moved there at the end of their
lives—and many, many more Jews made pilgrim-
ages to the graves of the patriarchs and matri-
archs.

IN ISLAM: Because Muslims believe that Abraham
is their forefather, too, the Ma’arat ha-Makhpelah
has become holy ground in Islam as well. In fact,
the Ibrahimi mosque within the cave takes its
name from the Arabic word for Abraham.

Hebron had both a Jewish and an Arab presence
for centuries, and at the beginning of the twenti-
eth century, the city was approximately ten per-
cent Jewish. But starting in the 1920s Hebron
became one of the most important hot spots for
conflict between Arabs and Jews.

HEBRON RIOTS: The riots in Hebron during the
1920s and 1930s have to be understood in the
context of the wider struggle over Palestine. At the

end of the nineteenth century, the modern Zionist
movement began to push for a Jewish homeland
in Palestine to provide refuge for Jews around the
world. The Zionists began purchasing land in
Eretz Yisrael, and thousands of Jews settled there.
Such activity was threatening to the Arabs living
in Palestine, since they believed that the land
belonged to them and that the Jews were foreign-
ers with a colonial mission.

In the late nineteenth and early twentieth cen-
turies the term “Palestine” usually referred to the
land on both sides of the Jordan River. But after
World War I the British gained control of this
region, and in 1922 they created a separate Arab
state called “Transjordan” (now called simply
“Jordan”) from the land on the East Bank of the
Jordan River. The remaining land, still called
Palestine, included the West Bank, the area around
Jerusalem, the Negev Desert, the coastal plain, and
the Galilee.

For the next twenty-five years both Arabs and
Jews urged the British to decide the fate of
Palestine in such a way as to give their group con-
trol. But Arab frustration grew at the increasing
Jewish presence in Palestine during the 1920s and
1930s as aliyah increased and British policy on
the future of the land seemed uncertain.

The first outbreak of widespread Arab violence
against Jews was in 1920 and 1921, when several
Jewish settlements were attacked and several
dozen Jews were killed. The British reaction to this
episode—restricting Jewish immigration—only
encouraged more violence. In 1929 Arabs rioted in
Jerusalem, attacking that city’s Jewish quarter.

The 1929 riot in Hebron was directed against the
very religious Jews living in the holy city—most
of whom were not even Zionist. Sixty Jews were
killed, and fifty more were wounded. Once again,
Britain reacted to the violence by limiting Jewish
immigration.

The third wave of Arab riots came in 1936, when
once again many Hebron Jews were killed and
once again Britain restricted Jewish immigration
to Palestine.

Armed Jewish 
Settlers in Hebron.
David Rubinger/Corbis
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TThhee  WWeesstt  BBaannkk  ssiinnccee  11994488
STATEHOOD: When the United Nations proposed
dividing Palestine into an Arab state and a Jewish
state in 1947, Hebron and the rest of the West
Bank were included in the proposed Arab state.
When several Arab countries invaded in 1948,
Israel captured several areas that were not in the
original proposed map, but the West Bank, includ-
ing Hebron and the Old City of Jerusalem,
remained in Arab hands.

Between 1948 and 1967 Hebron and the Old City
of Jerusalem were under Jordanian control.
Because Israel and Jordan were in a state of war,
Jews were unable to visit the holy sites of either
city, although daring Israelis would sometimes
sneak across to attempt to visit Hebron without
being caught and killed by the Jordanians.

THE SIX DAY WAR: Israel’s victory in the Six Day
War of 1967 brought the entire West Bank under
Israeli control, as well as the Sinai Peninsula, the
Gaza Strip, the Golan Heights and the entire city of
Jerusalem. Jews around the world wept openly at
their renewed ability to visit the Western Wall of
the Temple and to return to the cave where
Abraham was buried.

But along with this new territory came the fact
that Israel now occupied land in which more than
a million Arabs lived. The Israeli army installed
itself throughout the West Bank, and groups of
Jews—often religious and often politically conser-
vative—began to set up settlements in places like
East Jerusalem, Hebron, and other parts of the
West Bank.

THE P.L.O.: During the 1970s the Arabs of the ter-
ritories conquered by Israel in the Six Day War,
who now called themselves Palestinians, fought to
overthrow the State of Israel in order to establish a
state of their own. Led by the Palestinian
Liberation Organization, Palestinian terrorists
attacked Jewish and Israeli targets around the
world, attempting to hijack, bomb, and assassinate
their way to a Palestinian state.

In the late 1970s and much of the 1980s Israel was

led by a right-of-center government that want-
ed—for religious and security reasons—to make
the West Bank a permanent part of Israel. Israeli
prime ministers such as Menachem Begin and
Yitzhak Shamir encouraged and subsidized the
building of Jewish settlements throughout the
West Bank, and tens of thousands of Israelis who
agreed with this policy—or who wanted cheap
housing—moved to the West Bank.

THE INTIFADA: For the Arabs of the West Bank
the occupation was intolerable. Many wanted to
see the entire State of Israel destroyed, or at least
the establishment of an independent Palestinian
state in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. In 1987 the
conflict intensified as Arabs on the West Bank and
Gaza Strip began the intifada, which means “shak-
ing off.” The intifada was an uprising in which
Palestinians, many of them teenagers, would resist
the Israeli occupation by attacking Israeli soldiers
and civilians, often by throwing rocks.

The Israeli government responded with harsh
measures, from tear gas and rubber bullets to
bulldozing Palestinian homes. The Israeli reaction
only intensified Palestinian determination, and
over then next four years more than a hundred
Israeli soldiers and civilians were killed, as well as
more than seven hundred Arabs.

Once again, Hebron was a flashpoint in the Arab-
Israeli conflict, with several Jews murdered there
during the 1980s and strong Israeli reactions
intended to end the violence.

Palestinian rioters on the
streets of Hebron.
Miki Kratsman/Corbis

If you were an

Israeli in the

1980s, would

you consider

moving to the

West Bank? 

Jot down your
thoughts here:
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THE PEACE PROCESS: But starting in the 1990s
both Israelis and Palestinians began moving
toward peace. A series of secret meetings between
Israelis and leaders of the PLO in 1993 led to an
agreement between Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin and PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat in which
the Palestinians would gain control over much of
the Gaza strip and parts of the West Bank, start-
ing with the city of Jericho. Over time, their
“Declaration of Principles” pronounced, more and
more of the West Bank would come under
Palestinian control, with the trickiest questions
(such as the fate of Jerusalem and the establish-
ment of a Palestinian state) to be decided last.

The peace process, in which both Palestinians and
Israelis took small steps, a few at a time, toward
ending their conflict, infuriated and terrified
some of the Jewish settlers on the West Bank and
Gaza Strip. It raised the possibility that they
would someday be forced to leave their homes or
accept being ruled by a non-Jewish country. It also
suggested that holy places promised to the Jews in
the Bible—such as Hebron—would be given
away, and in a way that could threaten the security
of the rest of Israel.

THE SETTLERS: Which brings us back to Baruch
Goldstein. Goldstein was part of an extreme group
of settlers who considered Arabs “the Nazis of
today” and felt that no compromise with the
Palestinians was justified. He was furious at the
1993 agreement between Israel and the PLO and
hoped to disrupt it through his actions in the
Ibrahimi mosque. Indeed, the massacre height-
ened tensions throughout the Middle East,
increased distrust in the negotiating process, and
slowed down the peace process. Nonetheless,
Israelis and Palestinians continued their negotia-
tions for several more years, with Israel transfer-
ring territory to the Palestinians as recently as
November 1998.

AAccttiivviittyy

Imagine that just after the Goldstein massacre, several ghosts appear
in the Ma’arat ha-Makhpelah. Each has something to say to Goldstein
as his body is carried out of the mosque. Write a few sentences as if
you were each of the following ghosts addressing Goldstein in the
wake of his bloodbath.

Abraham __________________________________________

_________________________________________________

An Arab who farmed near Hebron in 1870 ___________________

_________________________________________________

A Jew who was killed in the 1929 riots ______________________

_________________________________________________

An Arab who was killed during the Six Day War _______________

_________________________________________________

A rabbi who was murdered by Arabs in Hebron in 1988 __________

_________________________________________________

A Muslim worshiper just killed by Baruch Goldstein ____________

_________________________________________________
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A child stands in a doorway of the Cave of Makhpelah, holding a picture of a martyr. The Cave of Makhpelah
is known as the burial place of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Rebekkah, and Leah. Eldad Rafaeli/Corbis
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BBiirrtthh  ooff  IIssrraaeell

IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn
In 1945 the Jewish people seemed to have hit rock bottom. Six million Jews had been killed by Nazi
Germany in the Holocaust, during which country after country refused to offer refuge from persecu-
tion. Hundreds of thousands of European Jews who had survived could not go home again, as much of
the continent was destroyed by war and the specter of past and present antisemitism was ever-present.

But three years later Jews around the world celebrated the establishment of an independent state of
Israel whose very existence was threatened within hours of its creation. The late 1940s, then, were
something of a roller-coaster for the Jewish people, with tragedy and struggle; delight and danger;
fear and victory. This instant lesson uncovers the fascinating history of this emotional time for the
Jewish people.

By 1945 modern Zionists had been struggling for a Jewish state for more than sixty years. But the
Holocaust made the need for a Jewish homeland more obvious than ever before, in two ways. First, the
Jews who survived the ghettos and the camps needed a place to settle. More importantly, the Holocaust
was allowed to happen precisely because there was no refuge for millions of persecuted Jews.

Still, the task of creating of a Jewish state faced two huge obstacles. First, Palestine was then con-
trolled by Britain, which had severely limited Jewish immigration since the late 1930s. Second,
Palestine was surrounded by Arab countries hostile to the idea of a non-Arab, non-Muslim state in
their midst.
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A demonstration on the occasion of the
anniversary of the 1943 British White

Paper that banned immigration of Jews
into Palestine. UPI/Corbis-Bettmann

Do you think the

fact that the

Holocaust

occurred in and

of itself made the

creation of the

State of Israel

necessary and

justified? 

Jot down your
thoughts here:
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11994455--11994477
The campaign for a Jewish state took place on several fronts. The combination of
illegal immigration, underground activity, and diplomacy made the State of Israel
a reality.

Illegal Immigration
DPs: The Zionists of Palestine placed a high priority on bringing the quarter mil-
lion Jews known as “displaced persons” or DPs from Europe to Eretz Yisrael. This
was important because a larger Jewish population in Palestine made a stronger
case for a Jewish state, and because life for these Jews was quite hard, living in “DP
camps” without permanent homes or jobs or communities.

The DP problem was distressing to the United States as well, and President Harry S
Truman urged the British to allow 100,000 Jews to enter Palestine. The British
Foreign Secretary, Ernest Bevin, was reluctant to do anything that would antago-
nize the Arab population of Palestine, but he did agree to an Anglo-American
Committee of Enquiry in which a group of six Americans and six British would
explore various options for solving the refugee problem. On May 1, 1946, the com-
mittee unanimously proposed that 100,000 Jews be allowed into Palestine. Since
this was contrary to Bevin’s preferences, the proposal was dead on arrival.

ALIYAH BET: Since the British and Americans were unable to arrange for legal immigration of the displaced
persons, the leadership of the yishuv (the Jewish community in Palestine) turned to illegal immigration. The
official quasi-government of the yishuv (the Jewish Agency) and its main military arm (the Haganah) worked
together to smuggle Jews out of the DP camps, onto trucks, and then onto boats to take them to Palestine.

Because of its “alternative” status this approach was known as “Aliyah Bet.” In 1946 more than one thousand
refugees a month were smuggled into Palestine. When the British became aware of the operation they block-
aded the Palestine coast and put the would-be immigrants into camps in Cyprus, in the Mediterranean Sea.
The inability of shiploads of Holocaust survivors to reach their homeland (most famously those on the ship
The Exodus) was terrible PR for the British, who looked harsh and cruel in the eyes of much of the world. The
ensuing sympathy for the Jewish plight was, of course, exactly what the Jewish Agency wanted.

Underground Activity
Illegal immigration was hardly the only way the Jews of the yishuv resisted British rule in Palestine. Several
underground Jewish movements sought to make Palestine ungovernable and therefore to force the British to
make way for a Jewish state.

For example, in June, 1946, the Haganah blew up almost every bridge connecting Palestine with surrounding
nations, which paralyzed British transportation and communication needs. Most of the Haganah’s energy,
however, was focused on arranging for illegal immigration.

That wasn’t true of other, smaller, more extreme groups within Palestine. The Stern Gang assassinated dozens
of important British diplomats and soldiers in the late 1940s, and the Irgun, under its leader Menachem
Begin, set off a bomb in the British headquarters in Jerusalem’s King David Hotel, killing ninety-one people.
These groups also attacked British vehicles, blew up railroad tracks, and broke their fellow activists out of
British prisons.

The
members of
the Irgun
and the
Stern Gang
have been
called
terrorists. Is
that a fair
description
for them?
How do you
feel about
Jewish
terrorists?
Jot down
your
thoughts
here:

7/21/1947-Haifa, Palestine: Innocent victims of Britain's refusal
to allow Jewish immigration into Palestine, these Jewish chil-
dren seem unaware of the seriousness of the tragic plight facing
their elders after leaving the illegal immigrant ship, Exodus of
1947, at Haifa. The ship, jammed with 4,700 homeless Jews,
seeking a new life in Palestine, was seized by British naval units
after a battle off the Palestine coast. UPI/Corbis-Bettmann
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Diplomacy
UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL COMMISSION ON PALESTINE: While much of the yishuv focused on resist-
ing and subverting British rule, some of its top leadership hoped for a peaceful diplomatic solution. This
option appeared more realistic when in February, 1947, the British decided to turn the fate of Palestine over
to the new United Nations.

When the UN first discussed the question of Palestine in April, 1947, they decided to appoint a Special
Commission on Palestine (UNSCOP) made up of eleven neutral nations such as Canada, India, Peru, and
Sweden to investigate the situation and propose solutions.

The Jewish Agency met with UNSCOP and asked for a Jewish state from the Jordan river to the Mediterranean
Sea. The Arabs of Palestine, however, boycotted the UNSCOP and insisted that no Jewish state was acceptable.

THE PARTITION PLAN: In August, 1947, UNSCOP unanimously recommended that Palestine become inde-
pendent of Britain. A majority of the commission also proposed that Palestine be partitioned, or divided, into
an Arab state and a Jewish state, with Jerusalem to remain internationalized.

Although the Jewish state suggested by this partition plan was significantly less than the Jewish Agency want-
ed (it denied them cities such as Akko, Beersheva, Hebron, and, of course, Jerusalem), and although the pro-
posed borders hardly seemed secure, the Jewish Agency welcomed UNSCOP’s report and its support of Jewish
independence and continued immigration. The Arabs, however, rejected the report completely.

On November 29, 1947, the United Nations General Assembly, in which every country has one seat, voted 33-
13 (with ten abstentions) to support the partition of Palestine into an Arab state and a Jewish state.

1948-1949
THE BRITISH MANDATE: The decision by the United Nations to
create a Jewish state began the first phase of Israel’s War of
Independence. Palestinian Arabs attacked Jewish settlements
throughout Palestine, and over the next six months Palestinian Jews
and Palestinian Arabs fought a civil war. In this conflict the British
(still technically in power) consistently took actions that favored the
Arab side. The weapons of the Haganah were confiscated while
Britain sold arms to the Arabs.

Because the Jewish State faced such threats even before it was creat-
ed, the leaders of the yishuv stepped up their efforts to organize polit-
ically, economically, and militarily. The head of the Jewish Agency,
David Ben-Gurion, flew to the United States to raise money for the
effort. In addition, every effort was made to continue helping Jewish
refugees from Europe to enter Palestine by any means necessary.

THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE: On May 14, 1948, the British com-
pleted their withdrawal from Palestine, and Ben-Gurion proclaimed
the State of Israel in a Tel Aviv museum while standing under a por-
trait of Theodor Herzl, who had written of his dreams of such a day
a half-century earlier.

The next day five Arab armies invaded the infant state—Egypt
from the west, Lebanon and Syria from the north, Jordan and Iraq
from the east.

1948- Jaffa, Israel:
He used to be No.
80620 in the
notorious Auschwitz
concentration camp.
The number is
indelibly stamped in
his forearm for the
world to see. But
now he is a free
man, and he has a
gun to defend his
freedom. He is
Aaron Stern, fighter
with Israel's
Haganah, who is
shown on guard at
Jaffa's Manshiem
Quarter. Hundreds of
other ex-numbers
fight in Haganah for
the precious thing
whose value they
learned behind
barbed wire.
UPI/Corbis-Bettman
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The heart of the war was the battle
for Jerusalem. The Arab countries
wanted Jerusalem because after
Mecca and Medina it is the third
holiest city in Islam. For the Jews, of
course, Jerusalem has had a special
status going back to the days of
King David. In addition, Jerusalem’s
strategic location in the hills above
the coastal plain where much of the
Jewish population lived gave a deci-
sive advantage to the side that could
capture and defend the Holy City.

Despite heavy fighting, Israel was
unable to win the battle for
Jerusalem’s Old City. Still, when
fighting ceased at the end of 1948,
Israel controlled the newer areas
outside the Old City as well as
much of the Galilee and the Negev.
Despite being outnumbered, Israel’s
armies were better trained,
equipped, and commanded. Israel’s
borders at the end of the War for
Independence were much more
secure than those proposed by
UNSCOP. While Israel celebrated its
military victories, it mourned the
loss of the six thousand Jews who
were killed during the war and ago-
nized over its inability to unify the
city to which the Jewish people felt
the most attached.

Copyright © 1998 David Bianco. Photographs by Dr. Nachum Tim Gidal copyright Pia Gidal. Thank you to Susan Woodland, archivist for Hadassah Organization. Published by Torah Aura Productions. All rights reserved. Torah Aura Productions • 4423 Fruitland Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90058 • (800) BE-TORAH • 
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DDeeccllaarraattiioonn  ooff  IInnddeeppeennddeennccee  ooff  tthhee  SSttaattee  ooff  IIssrraaeell
Eretz Yisrael was the birthplace of the Jewish people. Here their spiritual, religious and political
identity was shaped. Here they first attained to statehood, created cultural values of national and
universal significance and gave to the world the eternal Book of Books.

After being forcibly exiled from their land, the people kept faith with it throughout their Dispersion
and never ceased to pray and hope for their return to it and for the restoration in it of their politi-
cal freedom....

[The] recognition by the United Nations of the right of the Jewish people to establish their State is
irrevocable. This right is the natural right of the Jewish people to be masters of their own fate, like
all other nations, in their own sovereign State.

Accordingly, we, members of the people’s council, representatives of the Jewish community of Eretz
Yisrael and of the Zionist movement, are here assembled on the day of the termination of the
British Mandate over Eretz Yisrael and, by virtue of our natural and historic right and on the
strength of the resolution of the United Nations General Assembly, hereby declare the establish-
ment of a Jewish State in Eretz Yisrael, to be known as the State of Israel….

The State of Israel will be open for Jewish immigration and for the Ingathering of the Exiles; it will
foster the development of the country for the benefit of all inhabitants; it will be based on free-
dom, justice and peace as envisaged by the prophets of Israel; it will ensure complete equality of
social and political rights to all its inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or sex; it will guarantee
freedom of religion, conscience, language, education, and culture; it will safeguard the Holy Places
of all religions; and it will be faithful to the principles of the Charter of the United Nations....

We appeal to the Jewish people throughout the diaspora to rally round the Jews of Eretz Yisrael in
the tasks of immigration and upbuilding and to stand by them in the great struggle for the real-
ization of the age-old dream—the redemption of Israel.

Imagine you were one of the people who heard David Ben-Gurion read the Declaration
of Independence of the State of Israel. Decide whether you are:

a. A Holocaust survivor who entered Palestine just six months earlier after years in DP camps;

b. A sabra (Jew born in Eretz Yisrael) who grew up on a kibbutz and serves in the Haganah;

c. An American Jewish Zionist traveling in Palestine to help the cause of a Jewish state; or 

d. A Jewish teacher born in Russia who has two sons fighting for the Jewish State—one in the

Haganah and the other in the Irgun.

Then read the following excerpt from the Declaration of Independence and write a diary entry

from the night of May 14, 1948, about how you feel about what you heard.

Start your diary entry here:

7/28/1946- Jerusalem, Palestine: A view of the King David Hotel after it had been partially destroyed by a bomb blast July 22nd. Two huge explo-
sions from mines planted in the basement by terrorists demolished the whole west wing of the hotel with a death toll of 80.  UPI/Corbis-Bettmann
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IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn
After dreaming of a Jewish homeland for cen-
turies and working for a Jewish state for
decades the Zionist movement received a
huge boost in 1917 when the British govern-
ment declared that it supported the basic
goals of Zionism.

Lord Arthur James Balfour, the foreign secre-
tary of Britain, wrote the following words,
which marked a turning point in the struggle
for a State of Israel:

“His Majesty’s Government view with
favour the establishment in Palestine of
a national home for the Jewish people
and will use their best endeavours to
facilitate the achievement of this object,
it being clearly understood that noth-
ing shall be done which may prejudice
the civil and religious rights of existing
non-Jewish communities in Palestine
or the rights and political status
enjoyed by Jews in any other country.”

The Balfour Declaration was made in the con-
text of one of the most tumultuous times in
the history of the Jewish community of
Palestine, World War I. This instant lesson will
explore the Zionist experience during that
conflict and the circumstances that made the
Balfour Declaration possible.
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TThhee  BBaallffoouurr
DDeeccllaarraattiioonn
His Majesty’s Government view with
favour the establishment in Palestine
of a national home for the Jewish peo-
ple…  October 31, 1917

4/23/1917-Washington, DC: British Foreign Minister Arthur James Balfour. UPI/Corbis-Bettmann
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WWoorrlldd  WWaarr  II
WWI: For several centuries before the First
World War Palestine was under the control
of the Ottoman Empire. This empire was
weak, however, and several lands it con-
trolled broke free in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. World War I, in
which the Ottomans sided with the losing
Germans and Austro-Hungarians, was to
be its ultimate downfall.

Since Russia (along with Britain and
France) was the enemy of the Ottoman
Empire, the Jews of Palestine initially
favored their rulers, remembering the
harsh treatment Jews faced back in Russia.
But the Ottomans did not trust the Jews of
Palestine and implemented cruel mea-
sures—such as prison and forced labor—
that convinced most of the yishuv (the
Jewish community in Palestine) to switch
their loyalty to the side of Britain, which
was then fighting for control of the Middle
East.

The conditions of war, in which interna-
tional trade came to a standstill and travel
was perilous, were devastating to the
yishuv. Food was scarce, and medical and
other supplies were diverted to the war
effort. Thousands of Jews died of starvation
or disease at this time.

ZION MULE CORPS: Many members of
the yishuv saw a British victory as key to a
better future for the Jews of Palestine. A
Zion Mule Corps was organized to bring

supplies to the British troops, and eventually a Jewish Legion was also established in which sol-
diers from the yishuv fought alongside the British to drive the Ottomans from Palestine.

CHAIM WEIZMANN: But perhaps the greatest Jewish contribution to the British war effort
came in the laboratory of Chaim Weizmann, the Russian-born Jewish chemist who later became
Israel’s first president. Working in Britain, Weizmann discovered a new way to make explosives,
with the key ingredient being a natural resource Britain had plenty of—the common chestnut.
Weizmann’s importance in helping the British manufacture weapons allowed him to lobby
British officials on behalf of his pet cause—the establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine.

January,1918-Jerusalem: General
Allenby, commander of British forces in
Palestine, rides through the Jaffa Gate
as part of his formal entry into the
newly captured city of Jerusalem in
January 1918. The British army, led by
General Edmund 'The Bull' Allenby,
aptured the city from Turkish forces on
December 9th 1917. British Arabist T.E.
Lawrence lead many guerrilla raids on
the Turkish forces around Jerusalem
before the city fell to the British.
UPI/Corbis-Bettmann
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TThhee  BBaallffoouurr  DDeeccllaarraattiioonn
In late 1916 Weizmann and other English Zionists began to pressure Great Britain for a pub-
lic declaration of support for making Palestine a Jewish home at the end of the war.
Weizmann’s personal relationship with the Foreign Secretary, Lord Arthur James Balfour,
made such lobbying easier.

The British were favorably inclined toward a declaration of support for Zionism for several
reasons:

First, the British government had a perhaps-inflated view of Jewish power in countries
around the world. If Britain supported Jewish national goals, they imagined that American
Jews could convince America to enter the war on Britain’s side; that Russian Jews could con-
vince the just-born Soviet Union to keep fighting; and that German Jews would oppose their
country’s fight with Britain.

Second, Britain was hoping to be the dominant European power in the Middle East after the
war. Because its colony in India was the “crown jewel” of the British Empire’s crown, keeping
the waterways between the Mediterranean Sea and the Indian Ocean friendly was a priority
for Great Britain.

Finally, many British leaders genuinely sympathized with Zionist ideas and were grateful for
Jewish participation in the war—from the Zion Mule Corps to Weizmann’s chemistry.

The major source of resistance to a declaration in favor of a Jewish homeland came from a
surprising source—the Jewish community itself. Some elements of British Jewry were hostile
to Zionism, and particularly concerned that if countries like Britain and France committed
themselves to a Jewish state in Palestine, Jewish life in the Diaspora could be threatened.

After considerable debate over the precise lan-
guage—with careful attention to all the com-
mas, plurals, and prepositions—the Balfour
Declaration was issued on October 31, 1917.
Britain’s allies, such as France and the United
States, soon indicated their approval.
Predictably, though, Arab leaders throughout
the Middle East denounced the declaration as
improper meddling in Arab affairs and an
insult to their rights (even though the final
draft of the declaration safeguarded civil and
religious rights to non-Jews in Palestine).

For Jews all over the world—and especially in
the yishuv—the Balfour Declaration was a
cause for celebration. Finally a major world
power had recognized their national goals and
given its blessing to their dream of a land to
call their own.

11/14/47-Lake Success, NY: Dr. Chaim Weizmann, former president of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, chats with Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, U.S. delegate to the United Nations, at a meeting. The
U.S. and Russia reached virtual agreement on a plan giving the UN Security Council jurisdiction over the UN Commission, which will take over adminstration of Palestine from the British under
the proposed partition plan.  UPI/Corbis-Bettmann

What are some reasons

some North American

Jews today are anti-

Zionist? Are those rea-

sons similar to early

twentieth century

British anti-Zionism? 

Jot down your thoughts
here:

SSaamm
ppll

ee 
OOnnll

yy



AAccttiivviittyy
Like many important historical documents, the Balfour Declaration went through different drafts. Below are four versions of
the Balfour Declaration in order of when they were written. Underline the key changes from one draft to the next and see if
you can guess what each change signified.
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Zionist Draft 
July 1917:

His Majesty’s Government
accepts the principle that
Palestine should be recon-
stituted as the national
home of the Jewish people.
His Majesty’s Government
will use its best endeavours
to secure the achievement of
this object and will discuss
the necessary methods and
means with the Zionist
Organization.

Balfour Draft 
August 1917:

His Majesty’s Government
accepts the principle that
Palestine should be recon-
stituted as the national
home of the Jewish people
and will use their best
endeavours to secure the
achievement of this object
and will be ready to consid-
er any suggestions on the
subject which the Zionist
Organization may desire to
lay before them.

2nd British Draft
August 1917:

His Majesty’s Government
accepts the principle that
every opportunity should be
afforded for the establish-
ment of a home for the
Jewish people in Palestine
and will use its best endeav-
ours to facilitate the
achievement of this object
and will be ready to consid-
er any suggestions on the
subject which the Zionist
organizations may desire to
lay before them.

Final Text
October 31, 1917:
His Majesty’s Government
view with favour the estab-
lishment in Palestine of a
national home for the
Jewish people and will use
their best endeavours to
facilitate the achievement of
this object, it being clearly
understood that nothing
shall be done which may
prejudice the civil and reli-
gious rights of existing non-
Jewish communities in
Palestine or the rights and
political status enjoyed by
Jews in any other country.

1. What is the difference between “Palestine… as the national home of the Jewish people” and “the establishment in Palestine
of a national home for the Jewish people”? Why do you think that change was made?

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What do you think was the most important change in the drafts of the Balfour Declaration?

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
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“a Jewish
journalist

without
means… who

converted a
rag into a flag,

and a
degraded

multitude into
a nation, that
rallied, heads
erect, around

that flag.”

““IImm  TTiirrzzuu  AAiinn  ZZoo  AAggaaddaahh””
““IIff  yyoouu  wwiillll  iitt,,  iitt  iiss  nnoo  ddrreeaamm..””
This slogan is Theodor Herzl’s most famous statement. And indeed, Herzl’s life embodies this
attitude. Herzl was a man who once wrote a science-fiction book called Old-New Land in which
he imagined the Jews living in Palestine as a free people with their own government. Most people
rejected the idea as fantasy, but Herzl believed that through hard work and determination, even
the wildest dreams could come true. And within fifty years of the publication of Old-New Land
the State of Israel was indeed born.

EEaarrllyy  LLiiffee
Theodor Herzl did not come from a traditional Jewish family. Herzl was born in 1860 in Hungary,
and his family was a product of the Jewish trends known as Enlightenment and Emancipation—
trends that during the previous century had allowed Jews to leave Europe’s ghettos and begin to
participate in society on a more equal basis. Therefore, the Herzls spoke Hungarian and German,
dressed like the non-Jews among whom they lived, and considered themselves Hungarians of the
Jewish faith (as opposed to Jews who happened to live in Hungary).
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As a teenager Herzl moved with his family to Vienna, the German-speaking capital of Austria.
After a few years in Vienna Herzl began to embrace the ideas of German nationalism. Nationalism
is a political philosophy that emphasizes loyalty to one’s land and people. In the late nineteenth
century most of the countries in Europe experienced strong waves of nationalist feeling.

In his twenties Herzl became a writer and a journalist. He read and wrote for several of the lead-
ing publications in Austria. At the time Herzl was so impressed with the literature and philoso-
phy of German nationalists that he felt his Judaism was a barrier to becoming fully German. He
considered converting to Christianity and for a time felt that all Jews should do so. The problem
with Herzl’s enthusiasm for German nationalism, however, was that that movement was becom-
ing increasingly anti-Semitic.

It was exposure to anti-Semitism—French as well as German—that led Herzl to rethink his
ideas about what being Jewish meant. In 1891 Herzl received a plum assignment as a Paris corre-
spondent for the leading Viennese newspaper. Several of the stories he covered related to anti-
Semitic incidents, including the Dreyfus Affair, a scandal involving a Jewish captain in the
French army falsely accused of spying for Germany.

Seeing the intense passions of French anti-semites, and reading hateful articles and books by
German anti-semites, Herzl began to reject his earlier hopes of integrating into German society.
No matter how deeply Jews felt French or German, Herzl realized, there would always be people
who rejected them. So he moved to a new kind of nationalism; a nationalism for the Jews that
became known as Zionism.

PPoolliittiiccaall  ZZiioonniissmm::
Herzl’s first expression of Zionism was in a booklet he wrote in 1896
called “The Jewish State.” The subtitle was “An Attempt at a Modern
Solution to the Jewish Question.” In it Herzl proposed that the Jews
should settle together in a country he called “The Promised Land”
(although he suggested it could be located anywhere, including
Argentina) and create their own government. It would be “a state of
Jews, where no one has to be ashamed that they are a Jew.”

“The Jewish State” was by no means the first Zionist booklet. Jews had
expressed a longing for their own land (usually Eretz Yisrael, the Land
of Israel) for centuries, and fifteen years earlier a Russian Jew named
Leon Pinsker had written a widely read essay called
“Autoemancipation” that shared many of Herzl’s ideas.

Nonetheless, Herzl was different from any Zionist who came before
him. He developed—in his writings and in his actions—a kind of
Zionism that had a practical program. This “Political Zionism” empha-
sized lobbying governments all over the world to support creating a
Jewish homeland somewhere. It was Zionism with a plan.

Moreover, Herzl was the right person to implement that plan. He had
tremendous organizing skill, the ability to inspire Jews of all back-
grounds, and a talent for getting world leaders to take him seriously.

Do you consider

yourself an

American (or a

Canadian) of the

Jewish faith? Or a

Jew living in North

America? Jot down
your thoughts here:
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In the eighteen months following the publication
of “The Jewish State” Herzl pursued a whirlwind of
organizing activity. He met with world leaders in
France, England, Bulgaria, Serbia, and the Ottoman
Empire—as well as representatives of the Pope.

He organized even more feverishly within the
Jewish community. He had little success in con-
vincing the wealthy Jews of Europe—such as the
Rothschilds and the Hirsches—to donate money
to purchase land for a Jewish homeland overseas.
But his pamphlet, his ideas, and his personality
struck a chord with average Jews all over Europe.
His weekly Zionist newspaper was widely read,
and Russian Jews in particular saw him as a
visionary, even Messianic figure.

Even so, when Herzl announced a First Zionist
Congress to convene in Basel, Switzerland, in August, 1897, many people thought Herzl had over-
reached. But 197 Jews from fifteen countries attended, representing a broad cross-section of Jewish life.
There were religious Jews and atheist Jews, capitalist Jews and socialist Jews. What they had in common
was the shared vision of Zionism, as captured in what they called the Basel Program: “Zionism seeks to
obtain for the Jewish people a publicly recognized, legally secured homeland in Palestine.”

The First Zionist Congress succeeded in bringing worldwide attention to the Zionist idea. More
importantly, it created a framework in which Zionists from around the world could work together to
make progress toward establishing a Jewish state. A World Zionist Organization was created with
Herzl as its president. Arrangements were made for future Zionist congresses to meet and continue
the work of the first one.

Herzl was extremely proud of his accomplishments. Privately he wrote: “At Basel I founded the
Jewish State. If I said this out loud today I would be greeted by universal laughter. In five years per-
haps, and certainly in fifty years, everyone will perceive it.”

Indeed, Herzl’s dream was only fifty years away from becoming a reality.

WWoorrkkiinngg  ffoorr  aa  JJeewwiisshh  HHoommeellaanndd::
After the successful First Zionist Congress Herzl only accelerated his organizing efforts. He met with
the Kaiser (emperor) of Germany twice—the second time in Jerusalem—although he was unable to
secure a firm commitment to Zionism. He was similarly frustrated by a meeting with the Turkish
sultan and was only able to meet with lower-level diplomats in Britain.

But his vision remained alive. In 1902 he published a novel, Old-New Land, which depicted life in a
successful Jewish homeland twenty years in the future. This new work gave hope to Zionists who
were frustrated with the slow pace of progress in obtaining a Jewish state.

Then, in 1903, the government of Britain made an astonishing proposal: to allow the Jews to settle in
a large area of Uganda, a country in East Africa. The offer was particularly timely because that same
year a new wave of anti-Jewish attacks had broken out in Kishinev, Russia, and the Russian Jews

Should the
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seemed to face a more immediate danger than ever
before. Herzl saw the Uganda Plan as an immediate
solution. He wrote: “We must give an answer to
Kishinev, and this is the only one. We must, in a
word, play the politics of the hour.”

Herzl did not consider Uganda an appropriate loca-
tion for an ultimate Jewish state. But he did support
settling Russian Jews there temporarily, in order to
save their lives and prepare for an eventual Jewish
state in Palestine.

But even this limited position was highly controver-
sial within the Zionist movement. At the Sixth Zionist
Congress the delegates narrowly voted to send an
expedition of Zionists to Uganda to study the feasi-
bility of settling Jews there. This decision infuriated
opponents of the Uganda Plan, many of whom were
Russian Jews—including the delegates from
Kishinev! They felt that to even consider a settlement
outside of Palestine was a betrayal of everything
Zionism stood for, and they marched angrily out of the convention hall.

This split within the Zionist movement caused Herzl tremendous pain.
The very Jews he was trying to save were rejecting his plan for saving
them. He went and met with the opponents of the Uganda Plan and
arranged for a compromise that effectively doomed the whole project:
not a single Zionist penny would be spent on the expedition.

The struggle over the Uganda Plan exhausted Herzl, and while he con-
tinued his nonstop lobbying on behalf of the Zionist movement for
nearly another year, his health was failing. On July 3, 1904, he died of
pneumonia. He was forty-four years old.

In his will Herzl requested burial in Vienna, but for his body to remain
there only “until the Jewish people will carry my remains to Palestine.”
His request was fulfilled on August 16, 1949, when his coffin was flown
to the State of Israel and reburied on a hill near Jerusalem that is now
known as Mount Herzl.

Two years before his death Herzl had written in his diary that he hoped
someday history would look back kindly upon him as “a Jewish journal-
ist without means, during an era of the most abominable anti-semitism
and when the Jewish people had sunk into the depths, to have converted
a rag into a flag, and a degraded multitude into a nation, which rallied,
heads erect, around that flag.”

Because Theodor Herzl willed it, that dream has come true.
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AACCRROOSSSS
1. Loyalty to one’s land and people.
3. Booklet written by Herzl that outlined his ideas
6. Herzl’s great skill that enabled him to take action

with his ideas
8. 1903 proposal by the British government allowing

the Jews to settle in an African country
9. Russian city where a wave of anti-Jewish attacks

broke out in 1903
11.Herzl’s most famous statement: “If you will it, it is

no _______”
13.Herzl’s country of birth
14.Land where Herzl’s coffin was reburied 45 years

after his death

DDOOWWNN
2. Hostility toward Jews
4. Herzl’s occupation early in life
5. Political movement advanced by Herzl
7. Herzl’s novel about a successful Jewish homeland

twenty years in the future
10.Austrian capital where Herzl lived and was buried
12.Swiss city where Herzl and his followers met

annually

After the puzzle has been completed, rearrange the letters in the
circled squares to spell out something that Herzl never did:
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