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Interfaith 
Dating

Kerry Olitzky and Joel Lurie Grishaver

THE REAL WORLD:
1. Sam is a high school senior, one 

of five Jewish kids in his school in 
a moderate-sized city in upstate 
New York. It’s nearly the end of 
the year, close to graduation, and 
the senior prom is around the 
corner. Sam really wants to go to 
the prom, his last high school event 
before graduation, and take his 
friend Cindy, a non–Jewish girl, 
just “as a friend” to the prom. Can 
he do so—take her as a friend even 
though she isn’t Jewish—or should 
he forgo the prom altogether?

 _________________________

 _________________________

 _________________________

2. Lots of the kids in Judy’s high 
school don’t really date that much, 
except on special occasions. Most of 
the time they go out in groups, just 
as a bunch of friends. Sometimes 
some of the kids hook up, but most 
of the time they stay as a big group. 
Judy wants to go to the movies 
with a group of seven friends, 
some Jews, some non–Jewish. Her 
parents are against it. They say 
that in doing so, she is dating a 
non–Jew, something her synagogue 
youth group frowns upon. Should 
she go?

 _________________________

 _________________________

 _________________________
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A group of high school 
students in America, England, 
and Israel held this discussion 
over the internet. It was first 
published in the zine, Bim 
Bam.

Matt: I think that there is 
absolutely nothing wrong 
with interdating. In fact, 
my father is Jewish and 
my mother is Catholic. If 
someone is attracted to 
someone else, they should 
be able to do whatever 
they want. I think that in 
a relationship as long as 
the two people are happy, 
religion should be one of 
the last things to worry 
about. Let's say a Jew likes 
a Muslim girl. Should he 
say forget it just because 
she is Muslim?  She has 
done nothing wrong, only 
practiced her own religion. 
Isn't this a certain level of 
discrimination?

Matthew: Interdating is a 
path that some people need 
to explore. As far as I am 
concerned, as an “interdater” 
myself, young people need 
to date different kinds of 

The Issue: Does interfaith dating lead to interfaith marriage? And are the 
issues regarding dating the same regardless of one’s age or where one lives? 

Our Challenge: How do we advocate for Jewish marriage while 
simultaneously supporting personal freedom?
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3. Karen’s parents met in college. Her mom converted 
to Judaism before she was born, before her parents 
got married, but not before they started dating. 
Stan—who isn’t Jewish—wants to date Karen. But 
Karen’s parents are against it. They don’t want her 
dating someone who isn’t Jewish. Karen’s argument: 
“If my dad dated my mom when she wasn’t Jewish, 
why can’t I date someone who isn’t Jewish? I am 
not planning on getting married until after college 
either.” 

 ___________________________________

 ___________________________________

 ___________________________________

4. Jonathan goes to high school in large city in the 
northeast that boasts of a big Jewish population. 
He estimates that about half of the kids in his 
graduating class are Jewish. So he has grown up with 
plenty of Jewish friends. But he is really attracted to 
a new girl in his history class who isn’t Jewish. Jon 
wants to date her. Is it OK to do so?

  ___________________________________

 ___________________________________

 ___________________________________

5. Bob and Jody are both high school seniors, busily 
filling out college applications. Bob picked schools 
based on a variety of factors, mostly regarding 
academic excellence and their sports teams. Jody 
picked her schools based on the size of their Jewish 
student populations. She figures, “If I don’t go to 
college where a lot of Jews attend, then how can I 
date Jewish boys?” 

  ___________________________________

 ___________________________________

 ___________________________________

Many kids say that since they are too young to get 
married, they can date whomever they want. It helps 
them to know whom they should marry and what 
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issues they should look for that 
they may share in common with 
a potential life partner. Others 
say that dating at any age can lead 
to marriage, and the only way to 
prevent intermarriage is to discourage 
interfaith dating. 

One boy from a small town told us 
that he can’t date someone that is 
Jewish. The few Jewish girls in his 
hometown are like family. Dating 
them would be like dating his own 
sister. So since he was used to dating 
non–Jewish girls, he continued to do 
so when he went to college. 

A young girl couldn’t see what was 
wrong with dating someone from 
a different religion. “What does it 
have to do with me?” she asked.  
“We can celebrate our own holidays 
and religion and then share in one 
another’s. It would be a great learning 
experience for both of us.”

Sandy told me that she was raised 
to be open and liberal, so she dates 
people whom she likes, regardless 
of their background. “Anyhow, 
it isn’t important to my parents. 
If it were, they would go to the 
synagogue more often and celebrate 
the holidays. They hardly even make 
it there for the High Holidays. And 
Thanksgiving is certainly more 
important in our home than Sukkot 
is.”

USY Position
As leaders of U.S.Y., the officers 
serve as accessible Jewish role models 
to the USY constituency. In that 
capacity, they are expected to aspire 

to become ideal Conservative Jews, 
reflecting a strong commitment to 
Jewish survival and the performance 
of mitzvot. Therefore, it is expected 
that leaders of the Region will 
refrain from relationships that can 
be construed as interdating.  From 
the USY (United Synagogue Youth) 
constitution:

We are determined and committed to 
challenge intermarriage, rather than 
accept it. 

Our first line of defense is to 
emphasize the mitzvah of endogamy, 
“inmarriage.” We must continue 
to articulate that it is important 
for Jews to marry other Jews to 
continue the ancient and historic 
mission of Judaism. This means that 
we must be willing to discuss the 
issue forthrightly from our pulpits, 
in our schools, and in our youth 
groups, with firmness but without 
rancor, sensitive to the pains borne 
by growing numbers of congregants 
who have intermarriages in their 
families. Our young people and their 
families must comprehend the direct 
relationship between interdating and 
intermarriage. 
(Statement on Intermarriage, the Leadership Council 

of Conservative Judaism, adopted March 7, 1995)

1. What is the purpose of this 
statement?

____________________________

____________________________

2. How do you feel about the policy 
it establishes?

____________________________

____________________________

people. I see it like this: 
dating is like exercise. A 
person should not date one 
kind of person, just like a 
person cannot exercise one 
part of the body without 
getting lopsided. The diversity 
of dating many people will 
help you hone your sense of 
what you want, and equally 
as important, what you don't 
want in your relationships. In 
addition, I will marry a Jewish 
woman, but in the meantime 
I am learning about people 
and dynamics. That is, I 
won't get “too serious” with 
anyone not Jewish. (“Serious” 
is different for everyone.)

Emily: Hey Matt, I don't 
think discrimination is the 
right word, any more than 
it is discrimination to screen 
prospective dates based on 
common interests/shared 
goals/moral and political 
views, etc. If being Jewish 
is an integral part of who 
one is, it makes sense that 
one would want the people 
they dated to share this. 
Even if being Jewish is not 
a prerequisite for dating, 
for me at least it seems an 
advantage—a shared history, 
rituals, traditions, beliefs. 
Partly it's just a matter of 
priorities, I think.

Rachel: If you'd asked me 
in high school, I would 
have said that while I am 
absolutely going to marry 
a Jew, interdating is not a 
problem. That probably had 
to do with the fact that in 
my town, nice Jewish boys 
were in short supply. Now 
I'm in college and am dating 
a nice Jewish boy, and I 
honestly can't imagine dating 
a non–Jew. Probably it's 
because my life has fallen 
into a very Jewish rhythm, 
and I can't imagine not being 
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Ed Case, publisher of 
InterfaithFamily.com

“I don’t think that 
intermarriage can 
be prevented, and 
I think that trying 
to do so can be very 
counter-productive.… 
Intermarriage—does all 
begin with a date….If 
you want to marry 
someone who is Jewish, 
your chances of doing so 
are far greater if you date 
Jews. You may think that 
dating is only dating, 
but we don’t think you 
can control who you 
fall in love with, and if 
you think about it, your 
first experience with 
the person you end up 
marrying is highly likely 
to be—a date.”

(“How to Talk to your Kids about 
Interfaith Dating: For Those Married 

to Jews or in Interfaith Marriages” 
www.interfaithfamily.com)

Rabbi Maurice Lamm 
(Orthodox)

Rabbi Maurice Lamm 
is quite clear about the 
issue of interdating. In his 
book, The Jewish Way of 
Love and Marriage, he says 
“Permit no interdating—
not once, not even in a 
group. Interdating may 
appear innocent enough, 
but if it is ever, for 
any reason, considered 
acceptable, it will 
eventually be naturally 
assumed.… Pull out 
every stop….  Interfaith 
marriage is treason against 
the Jewish people, its 
Bible, its history, and its 
laws.”

(New York: Harper and Row, 1980, 
pp. 63-64).

Four Corners: 
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Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, (Orthodox) 
Chief Rabbi of England

According to Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, 
Chief Rabbi of England, “Belatedly 
we have discovered that for our 
children, being Jewish is no more 
than a matter of choice. They know 
that they can choose otherwise, if 
not for themselves then for their 
children…. There is only one cogent 
argument against intermarriage, 
and it is this. To be a Jew is to be 
a member of the people of the 
covenant, an heir to one of the 
world’s most ancient, enduring and 
awe-inspiring faiths.”  
From “Will Our Children Marry Jewish? By Rabbi 
Jonathan Sacks http://www.whymarryjewish.com.

Rabbi Don Rossoff (Reform)
Intermarriage:  Realities and 
Possibilities, Yom Kippur, 1992

“… be honest with yourself about 
what you really want out of marriage 
and family. And then be honest 
with the people you date. Don’t play 
games with their emotions or with 
yours. If you realize that you want to 
have a Jewish family and understand 
that it would be a lot more difficult 
if you were married to someone 
who does not share these values, 
then make the appropriate choice. 
Remember, no one marries someone 
they did not date. 

able to share Shabbos with 
my boyfriend. (Of course 
I go to a school with lots 
of nice Jewish boys, so 
the availability makes it 
easier too.) But so much 
of my life revolves around 
Jewish activities that dating 
someone who wasn't Jewish 
would be nearly impossible 
(or would require a lot of 
open-mindedness on his 
part).

Rachel G.: I think that 
the decision to inter-date 
depends on the reasons 
for dating. In theory, dating 
should be for the purpose of 
finding a suitable husband 
or wife. Otherwise, it is a 
waste of time. You can find 
out about what you want in 
a relationship from people 
whom you would be willing 
to marry. There is also the 
chance, even if you start out 
dating casually, that you can 
lose control of your feelings 
and could marry that person.

Ben: I have very mixed 
views on interdating and 
intermarriage. First there is 
the notion that if someone 
loves someone else they 
should be allowed to have 
a relationship. Something 
that has changed my view is 
my encounter with friends 
from families with one Jewish 
and one non–Jewish parent 
where the kid is not being 
raised Jewish. Throughout 
Jewish history Jews have 
been fighting for survival 
(Holocaust, anti-Semitism, 
Israel, etc.). Intermarriage 
is growing, and the amount 
of Jews in America is going 
down. Even though I may be 
attracted to non–Jews I must 
look at the issue on a global 
scale as I try to do everything 
I can to help Jews survive on 
this earth.

1. Which of these positions is most comfortable for you? Why?

 _______________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________

2. Which of them is most uncomfortable? Why?

 _______________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________

3. What would your statement be?

 _______________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________ 

In whose corner do you stand?
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Halakhic positions
Judaism has always been concerned about 
intermarriage. Deuteronomy, the repetition of the 
laws that King Josiah found (or penned, according 
to some scholars), said it this way (probably because 
it was already taking place in significant numbers 
among the people): “Don’t marry with them—don’t 
give your daughter to his son, and don’t take his 
daughter for your son; this will prevent that he 
should turn your son away from Me, and they will 
worship other gods” (Deuteronomy 7:3 - 4). 

The rabbis then went to great length to establish 
boundaries to prevent intermarriage. They even 
prevented the drinking of the wine of non–Jews 
because they feared that drinking together might 
lead to a sexual encounter that would result in 

an intermarriage (Avodah Zarah 36b). Bread made by 
non–Jews was similarly prohibited (Shulhan Arukh, Yoreh 

De’ah 112). There was a concern that an individual 
who bought bread baked at home by non–Jews 
might share a meal with non–Jews. Then they 
would develop social relationships and ultimately 
intermarry. This prohibiton includes any cooked 
dishes (YD 113), milk (YD 115) and wine (YD 123-138), 
and eating together with them at a festive meal (YD 

152).

Even though many of these laws were designed 
to prevent marriage with idol worshipers, later 
community leaders felt that this law could be 
extended to any marriage outside of Judaism, for it 
would break the chain of Jewish life.
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The Reform position
In 1973 the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis adopted the 
following resolution. 

The Central Conference of American 
Rabbis, recalling its stand adopted in 
1909 that mixed marriage is contrary 
to the Jewish tradition and should 
be discouraged, now declared its 
opposition to participation by its 
members in any ceremony which 
solemnizes a mixed marriage. 

The Central Conference of American 
Rabbis recognizes that historically 
its members have held and continue 
to hold divergent interpretations of 
Jewish tradition. 

In order to keep open every channel 
to Judaism and K’lal Yisrael for those 
who have already entered into mixed 
marriage, the CCAR calls upon its 
members: 

• to assist fully in educating 
children of such mixed marriage 
as Jews; 

• to provide the opportunity for 
conversion of the non–Jewish 
spouse, and 

• to encourage a creative and 
consistent cultivation of 
involvement in the Jewish 
community and the synagogue.

What does the CCAR position imply 
about interfaith dating?

The Conservative 
position
…[in] consideration of the best 
and highest interests of the Jewish 
people. We must clearly state 
our position on intermarriage in 
general. Our intentions should 
not be misunderstood. We affirm 
our unqualified opposition to the 
marriage of a Jew to a non–Jew, 
for a variety of reasons. We regard 
it “as the sacred task of responsible 
Jewish leadership to combat 
intermarriage and to counteract 
forces and influences which lead 
to such marriages. Our communal 
agencies and institutions must 
help by every means at their 
command, educational, religious, 
social and recreational, to deepen 
Jewish loyalties, develop pride in 
Judaism, and provide the milieu in 
which young Jews, of both sexes, 
shall have opportunities for social 
intermingling. 

Rabbi Max J. Routtenberg, “The Jew Who Has 
Intermarried,” Proceedings of the Rabbinical Assembly 

XXVIII, 1964, p. 245ff

The Conservative Movement has 
determined that intermarriage is 
destructive to the fabric of that 
which we hold dear, that which 
we value. Further, the movement 
has consistently reaffirmed that an 
intermarriage has no authenticity in 
Jewish law (Rabbi Jerome M. Epstein, 1989).

Daniel H.: I've gone to 
Jewish school all my life 
and have never been put in 
such a position as to have 
to decide whether or not 
to date a non–Jewish girl. 
My inclination is to not do 
so, because who knows 
what could happen? Many 
people who had decided 
against intermarriage but for 
interdating later ended up 
intermarrying because they 
couldn't stop the momentum 
started by the date. Yet at the 
same time, what if there is a 
girl I like? Is there anything 
fundamental that should 
stop me from dating her just 
because she isn't Jewish? It's 
only a fence to keep me from 
doing something wrong.

Elad: [1] First of all, 
intermarriage is wrong, 
although I’m not surprised 
that in a society where “me” 
has become the biggest 
value, people may support 
it. Intermarriage is selfish 
to everyone other than 
“myself”. The most obvious 
victim is the Jewish nation, 
which has struggled to 
survive for over 3000 years, 
only to be slaughtered from 
within. Yes, the Jewish nation 
is more important that the 
whims and wants of a few 
people whose eyes seem 
to keep wandering to the 
neighbors’ grass which is oh-
so-clearly greener. [2] Jewish 
nation aside, intermarriage 
is unfair to the parents and 
the kids of those in question. 
The parents’ Jewish linage is 
broken, usually against their 
will and work. The kids grow 
up without a clear identity 
and are always placed in 
the middle, not knowing 
where they belong. Everyone 
must be put down so that 
some selfish guy or gal can 
“follow their heart”. [3] 
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Interdating? What’s the difference? All I can see is cheating 
one extra person. Dating someone you never intend to marry 
is cheating. You don’t love them, you don’t want them. Why 
play around with people‘s hearts for no apparent reason 
other than to fulfill “my” needs? There is no value whatsoever 
in dating different kinds of people. I know many people very 
well without dating them at all.

Daniel R.: Elad, to suggest that Jews who marry non–Jews 
are somehow to blame for the suffering of the Jewish people 
is slanderous, offensive and racist. How can any serious 
person suggest that marrying someone who you love who 
happens not to share your religion is a malicious, selfish act of 
‘slaughter‘? To suggest that because Jews don't always marry 
other Jews the entire existence of Judaism is under threat is 
nothing short of paranoia.

Dave: True conversion (someone not converting for the sake 
of a marriage, but converting because they really want to 
be Jewish) is possible. Since many times things that attract 
people are common beliefs, it is possible that someone 
who is interfaith dating and who does not have a strong 
religious background, as many people do not, may truly find 
their calling in Judaism. But this never would have occurred 
without them interdating to begin with.

Luke: I am evidence that what Dave says is true. Elad, what is 
your opinion of marriages of a Jew and non–Jew that end up 
with the non–Jew converting? Had my parents followed your 
no-dating-non–Jews rule, they would never have married. My 
mom was Jewish all her life and my dad has now converted, 
become a very religious man, and raised two very Jewish kids. 
How would you feel if these type things never happened?

Elad: I have a lot of responding to do. Okay. [1] Better 
understanding of other faiths and people can easily be 
achieved by means other than dating. This is definitely not a 
reason to date someone. [2] The fact that most people don’t 
marry the first person they date is totally irrelevant. Although 
it is true, I still think that dating should potentially lead to 
something more, which makes interdating dangerous. What is 
dating if not the search for the person meant for you? Dating 
with no true intentions is a sarcastic and distorted use of love 
for one’s own pleasure. [3] Love, in the romantic sense, is 
not the highest value in the world. Would you exchange your 
moral values for love?

Avital: A couple of years ago I had a lengthy debate about 
whether or not a no-interdating policy was discriminatory 
with the maintenance man in my dorm, who happens to 

be black. His argument was that my refusal to date anyone 
who was non–Jewish was as bad as someone's refusal to 
date someone of another race. I told him that my choice was 
based on what life I would eventually want to have with my 
future spouse. Eventually he asked if I would date a black Jew, 
and I said yes. As an active Jew, decisions and behaviors, not 
labels, affect me.

Along those lines, I think that it can be closed-minded to 
say that I have to date Jews. As my decision was based on a 
lifestyle choice, dating someone who is halakhically Jewish 
but completely uninvolved in Judaism would not help me 
to obtain that goal. Conversely, it might have been more 
productive for me to date a non–Jew who was actively 
interested in Judaism and perhaps was already considering 
converting based on his own lifestyle choice.

Avidan: Interdating is a bit tricky because that gets into knotty 
details about the definition of “dating.” I have some friends 
who are non–Jewish, which is just fine. If dating's purpose is 
solely marriage, then I'm more inclined to be against it. But if 
you're just out having some fun, I'm not blatantly against it.Fo
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