
1

The top of this page uses the word 
“God”. Don’t be scared. God 

is actually really easy to talk about, as long as you 
remember that “I think,” “I hope,” and “I don’t know” 
are perfectly good answers. Talking about God with 

a child is just like talking about God with adults 
(except for vocabulary). It is 

not your job to lie. It is 
not your job to solve all 
theological problems. It 

is not your job to explain 
everything. Your only 

responsibility is to be willing 
to talk about the things your 
child wants to talk about. 

If you do all that, 
you can do nothing 
wrong, though you 

will get better at this.
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Two  Jews, Shimon and 
Reuven, escaped from Egypt and 
made it to the Red Sea with the 
rest of the six hundred thousand. 
The Red Sea divided. Everyone 
began to cross. The sea towered 
on either side of the path—huge 
flows of water frozen into solid 
walls. A miracle. Shimon and 
Reuven crossed in the middle of 
the pack. They only looked down 
at their feet. They did not see the 
miracle; all they saw was mud. All 
the way across they complained 
about the mud. “In Egypt we had 
to make bricks out of mud. God 
brings us here, and we are still in 
the mud.” Everyone else saw the 
miracle, but they saw mud. 

(FROM A MIDRASH BASED ON EXODUS 24.1)

A Story
What does that story mean? A lot of different things.

What does it teach us? A lot. Especially about the ways we can see “God’s 
influence” in our lives if we get our heads “out of the mud.”

One of the best ways to teach about God is to study stories. Stories 
give us a way to talk.

One of the truths of this story is that the reality of God in the world 
depends on where you are looking and what you choose to see. No one 
knows anything for sure about God. Knowing about God takes faith.

In this parent’s guide we are going to examine five areas of the God 
conversation. We will provide a story about each one. Each story will 
give you a way to talk to your child about each issue. 

• Talking to God • Thanking God • Having a Deal with God 
• God is One • Being God’s Partner

We suggest you do the following.

1 Slowly, over many nights, read and discuss these stories with your 
child. 

2 Encourage your children to ask all the questions they want to ask, 
to share all the thoughts they want to share. The best way to give 

them permission to share is by sharing your own thoughts.

3 You do not have to have the right answer to all of the questions 
that follow each story. You do not even have to use these ques-

tions. They are only guides. The hope is, however, that these stories 
will be a trigger to talking about these issues.

 Don’t expect to use this whole folder at once. Do no more than one 
story a night. Give it room to breathe and let questions and ideas 
percolate. This process can take weeks. Enjoy it and don’t rush it.

2



      

1What were these men doing during services?

2Where are you supposed to go when you are praying?

3What are your secrets for making a prayer reach God?

These last two questions do not have right answers. Many Jews have answered them in many different 
ways. What is important is that you and your child can talk about them, not that you or your child believe you have 
the secret of having prayers answered.

One  morning Rabbi 
Levi Yitzhak was praying with 
his students. Near the end 
of the service, after the silent 
prayers called the Amidah, 
Rabbi Levi came running over 
to three students who were 
standing in the back. Loudly 
he said to them, “Welcome. 
Nice to see you. Glad you 
are here.” The men look 
surprised. They said quietly 
to the rabbi, “But we’ve been 
here since the service started.” 
“We were here on time, we 
didn’t come late or anything.” 
Rabbi Levi smiled and said 
to them, “Don’t be surprised. 
During the prayers you were 
imagining yourself in the 
market in Odessa, selling the 
coats you had just made. You were in the wool market in Lodz making a great deal. And 
you,” he said to the third man, “I don’t know where you were, but it certainly wasn’t 
on a journey led by the prayers. But now that we have reached the end of the service, 
you three are back here, and I wanted to welcome you.” (LEVI YITZHAK OF BERDICHEV, SAMUEL H. DRESNER, 

HARTMORE HOUSE)

Talking to God
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