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l’kha dodi    
Rabbi Shlomo ha-Levi, a Kabbalist from Tzfat, wrote a song to use at 
this service. It is .

Some things to know about :
• It has nine verses; eight of them spell out Shlomo ha-Levi’s 

name in the first letter of each verse.
• It calls  both a queen and a bride.

• It talks about three things: Shabbat, Jerusalem, and 
the Redemption. (The Redemption is when God 
finally helps us to fix the world and make it into a 
place that is good for everyone.)

 the Bride
 went crying to God, saying, “I am all alone.”  
She explained, “Every other day of the week has its own 

partner. Sunday has Monday. Tuesday has Wednesday. 
Thursday has Friday. I am the only one who is alone.” God 
said to her, “Don’t worry. The Families-of-Israel will be 

your partner” (Genesis Rabbah 11.8).

The idea of the  as a bride comes from this story. How 
can the Community of Israel and a day of the week be part-
ners?
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	 Come,	my	friend,	let’s	greet	the	bride	 	 .�

	 Let	us	welcome	the	face	of	Shabbat.	 	 .�

	 “GUard”	and	“reMeMber”	are	said	as	ONe	 	 .3

	 We	are	able	to	hear	them	together	because	of		 	 .4
	 a	UNiFYiNG	God

	 adONai	is	ONe	and	God’s	NaMe	is	ONe.	 	 .5

	 this	all	goes	to	NaMe,	beaUtY,	and	PraiSe.	 	 .6

	 to	greet	Shabbat	let	us	go	 	 .7

	 because	She	is	a	SOUrCe	of	bLeSSiNG	 	 .8

	from	the	beGiNNiNG,	from	beFOre,	She	was	appointed—	 	 .9

	 the	FiNaL	CreatiON	was	in	the	thOUGht		 	 .�0
	 that	came	first.

	 Sanctuary	of	the	rULer,	rULiNG	city,	 	 .��

	 Get	Yourself	UP,	leave	your	desolation.	 	 .��

	 it	is	too	much	for	You	to	sit	in	a	valley	of	tears	 	 .�3

	 God	will	act	with	compassion	for	You.	 	 .�4

	 ShaKe	it	off.	Get	UP	from	the	dust.	 	 .�5

	 Put	on	garments	of	beauty,	my	people.	 	 .�6

	 Soon	comes	the	son	of	Jesse	from	bethlehem—	 	 .�7

	 and	near	to	My	soul	is	redemption.	  	 .�8
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	 WaKe	UP.	WaKe	UP,	 	 .�9

	 because	your	LiGht	is	coming.	Get	UP	and	ShiNe.	 	 .�0

	 WaKe.	WaKe.	Sing	My	song!	 	 .��

	 adONai’s	honor	is	revealed	in	you.	 	 .��

	 don’t	be	ashamed.	don’t	be	humiliated.	 	 .�3

	 Why	are	you	down?	Why	are	you	depressed?	 	 .�4

	 You	will	shelter	the	poor	of	My	people.	 	 .�5

	 You	will	be	rebUiLt	out	of	the	rUiNS.	 	 .�6

	 then	your	destroyers	will	be	destroyed	 	 .�7

	 those	who	devoured	you	will	be	exiled	far	away.	  	 .�8

	 Your	God	will	reJOiCe	over	you	 	 .�9

	 Like	a	groom	reJOiCeS	over	a	bride.	 	 .30

	 right	and	left	you	will	SPread	OUt	 	 .3�

	 and	before	GOd	treMbLe.	 	 .3�

	through	a	family	that	started	with	Peretz	(david’s	family)	 	 .33

	 We	shall	be	glad	and	happy.	 	 .34

	 enter	in	PeaCe,	Crown	of	her	partner	 	 .35

	 With	JOY	and	with	GLadNeSS	  	 .36

	in	the	midst	of	the	beLieVerS	of	a	treaSUred	PeOPLe	 	 .37

	 COMe	bride.	COMe	bride.	 	 .38							
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we will welcome =  my friend = 
to greet = 

						Take	your		
best	guess	at	the	
meaning	of	this	
text.	Your	teacher	
will	help	you	with	
your	translation.

words

TranslaTion

Review	the	vocabulary	and	make	your	best	guess	at	the	meaning	of	the	chorus	of	.
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Shabbat Starts  
with a Sigh

Rabbi Hanokh of Alexander told this story: “When I first became a rabbi this 
happened in my synagogue. A butcher was working and working. He didn’t 
stop on Friday afternoon to get ready for Shabbat. He kept on chopping and 

chopping meat. Suddenly, he realized that it might already be Shabbat. He was afraid 
that he had broken the Torah’s rule and been working on the Sabbath. He ran directly 
to the synagogue. He didn’t even take off his bloody apron. He burst through the 
doors and heard the first words of . He had just made it. He sighed a big 
sigh of relief. At that moment, the sigh that came out of his mouth was the sigh of 
all the Jews who were in Egypt. They sighed to God out of their bondage. They, too, 
stopped their labor when Shabbat came.” (Martin Buber, Tales of the Hasidim, Later Masters)

Questions
1.	How	could	the	sigh	of	thousands	of	Jews	in	Egypt	come	out	of	a	Polish	butcher’s	mouth?
2.	What	does	this	story	teach	us	about	the	importance	of		(welcoming	Shabbat)?
3.	How	can	knowing	this	story	help	you	know	where	to	point	your	heart	when	you	say	?
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	 	 .�

	 	.�
	 	 .3

	 	 	 .4

	 	 	 .5

	 	 	 .6

	 	 	 .7

	 	 .8

	 	 .9

	 	 .�0

	  	 .��

Practice	these	words.

Practice	these	phrases.
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Can	you	see	the	three	letters		in	these	words?

guard	=	

and	they	will	guard	=	
our	guard	=	

	  .�

	   .�	

	    .3

	   .4	

 
Can	you	see	the	three	letters	in	these	words?

remember!		=	
remember	us	=	 

the	memory	of	=	

Practice	these	phrases	and	circle	all	the	words	that	contain	the	root		.

Practice	these	phrases	and	circle	all	the	words	that	contain	the	root	.
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To	Talk	About
The Ten Commandments appear twice in the Torah—once in the book of Exodus and 
once in Deuteronomy. These two sets are just about the same except for the Shabbat 
commandment. One of these commandments begins  (Guard the 
Sabbath Day) (Deut. 5.12) and the other begins  (Remember the 
Sabbath Day) (Ex. 20.8). 

In the Talmud (Sh’vu’ot 20b) we are told that one of the miracles of Mount Sinai was that God 
said both  and  at the same time. Both ideas were expressed at once.

Rabbi B. Jacobson explains, “ has to do with lighting candles, saying kiddush, and 
doing things that show that you know it is Shabbat.  has to do with not working on 
Shabbat. It is the things that you stop doing on Shabbat to make it a day of rest”  
(The Shabbat Service).









_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

						Take	your		
best	guess	at	the	
meaning	of	this	
text.	Your	teacher	
will	help	you	with	
your	translation.

words

TranslaTion

Review	the	vocabulary	and	make	your	best	guess	at	the	meaning	of	the	first	verse	of	.

1
God = 

name = 
beauty = 

and = 
in/with = 

the = 
for/to = 

His = 

word	parts
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	 	 	 . �

	 	 	 . �

	 	 	 . 3

	 	 . 5

	 	 . 6

	 	 . 7

  


Can	you	see	the	three	letters		in	these	words?

come		=	 
come!	=	 

and	bring	us	=	 

Practice	these	phrases	and	circle	all	the	words	that	contain	the	root	.

Write	in	the	missing	letters	for	these	words	that	are	built	from	the	root	.

	 _____	 .�0

	 ______	 .�3

	 ______	 .9

	 ______	 .��

	 ______	 .8

	 ______	 .��

rooT analysis
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Remember
We have learned that there is a 
tradition that on Shabbat God 
gives us a , an extra 
soul. This is one of the reasons 
that Shabbat can be a unique 
experience. This extra soul 
comes into us when we sing 
.

Choreography
During the last verse of  the congre-
gation stands, turns, and faces the door at the 
words ,. When we do this we 
are acting as if Shabbat has actually walked in 
the door and become part of the community.

To	Talk	About:	How does this ritual make a differ-
ence? What happens inside us when we stand, 
turn and bow that would not have happened if 
we just sat and sang the words?
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Your	teacher	
will	help	you	
with	your	
translation.

words

TranslaTion

Review	the	vocabulary	and	make	your	best	guess	at	the	meaning	of	the	last	verse	of	.

glory	=	
her	husband	=	

also	=	
joy/jubilation	=	

in	the	middle	=	
nation	=	

treasure	=	

in/with	=	
and	=	

word	parts
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Rebuilding		
Jerusalem

 talks about the rebuilding of Jerusalem. Today we have a wonderful 
modern city of Jerusalem, but that is not the Jerusalem that is being talked about. 
This Jerusalem is an idea. It is a hope for the future.

The first set of the Ten Commandments was carved by God’s own hand on two 
tablets of stone. When Moses saw the Golden Calf, these tablets fell and broke. Israel 
did not leave the broken pieces sitting in the desert. They were stored in the Ark of 
the Covenant along with the second set of tablets that Moses carved with his hand.

Years later, on the same day that the tablets were shattered, the walls of Jerusalem 
were broken by the Romans.

A teacher named the Sefat Emet taught a lesson about the connection between these 
two breaks. He taught, “Both of these breaks need to be healed. These pieces need to 
be put together again. When the pieces are put back together and these objects made 
whole, it will be a time of dancing and celebration. Israel will come out of exile. We 
will be again worthy to have the original Ten Commandments. It will be a time of joy” 
(Torah Commentary, Balak).

The idea here is that each of us has to be part of the rebuilding of Jerusalem. Each of 
us has to help put the pieces back in place. Think about your life. Write three things 
you hope to contribute to the rebuilding of Jerusalem on these bricks.

For 
Revi

ew
 O

nly



Copyright	©	�006	Torah	Aura	Productions.	Published	by	Torah	Aura	Productions.	All	Rights	Reserved.	

Torah	Aura	Productions	•	44�3	Fruitland	Avenue,	Los	Angeles,	CA	90058	(800)	BE-TORAH	•	(3�3)	585-73��	•	fax	(3�3)	585-03�7	

e-mail	<misrad@torahaura.com>	•	website	WWW.TORAHAURA.COM

Practice
Here	is	the	full		as	it	appears	in	the	siddur.	You	may	want	to	sing	as	you	practice.
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