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v'ahavta  
The  is:
• part of the first paragraph of the , or

• the prayer that comes after the .
It depends how your  is organized.  
The  comes from the book of Deuteronomy, 
chapter 6, verse 5. The verse before this one is the 
sentence that begins  .

The  continues the idea that God is our God. 

It teaches us that:
• we should love God,
• the way to show our love is by studying  

   and living Torah,
•  are the way we live Torah,

  • there are   we can do  
 at all times  

of the day  
(every day),
• there are   

we can do anywhere  
and everywhere we go,

• some Jewish things we do help us  
        to remember the ,

• teaching Torah to our children is a very  
      important .

Some congregations say three paragraphs of the  
 in their service, some say only one. Those  
that say only one take the last line of the third  
paragraph and put it on the ending of the  
. This is the part that tells us that  
by doing the  we become , holy.
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 listen, israel,   .�

 adonai is our God, adonai is the one (and only) God.     .�

 blessed be the name—that God’s honored empire     .3

 will last ForeVer and always.   .4

 you should loVe adonai, your God,     .5

 with all your heart   .6

 with all your soul   .7

 with all your stuFF.   .8

 and these thinGs that    .9

 i make mitzVot for you today     .�0

 shall be on your heart.   .��

 you should teach them to your children   .��

 and you should talk about them   .�3

 when you sit at home   .�4

 when you are GoinG out   .�5

 when you lie down   .�6

 and when you get up.  .�7

 and you should tie them as letters on your hand    .�8

 and have them as symbols between your eyes.     .�9
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 and you should write them on the doorposts     .�0

 of your house

 and on your Gates. . .��

 that you will remember   .��

 and do all my mitzVot     .�3

 and be holy for your God.    .�4

 i am adonai, your God,    .�5

 the one-who-brouGht-you-out      .�6

 from the land of egypt   .�7

 to be your God    .�8

 i am adonai, your God. For sure.     .�9
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Practice these words and phrases and circle all the words that contain the root .

                           .�

                      .�

                           .3

       .4

             .5

         .6

           .7

Can you see the three letters  in these words?

         

love = 

You have loved us = 

and you shall love = 

root analysis
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_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

 
Sometimes the vowel  is pronounced like an  and not an . When that happens, 
it is called a kamatz katan. In this book we will print every  kamatz katan a little 
larger than an ordinary , and it will be easier for you to recognize them. 

Kamatz katan means “a short kamatz.” A regular kamatz makes an “ah” sound. A 
kamatz katan makes an “awe” sound. According to people who study languages, an 
“awe” is a short “ah.”

There are some very complicated rules for knowing when to say a kamatz katan. A 
lot of words will become familiar because you will use them often.

Here are two words from the prayer  that contain a kamatz katan.

                       

      Take your  
best guess at the 
meaning of this text. 
Your teacher will help 
you with your translation.



words parts words

and = 
your = 

in/with = 

Review the vocabulary and make your best guess at the meaning of the first part of the .

 soul =  before a = 
 direct object

 stuff =  all =  

translation
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Phrase Drill

           .�

         .�

        .3

        .4

          .5

      .6

      .7

        .8

      .9

       .�0

        .��

          .�� 

Practice these phrases.
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      Take your  
best guess at the 
meaning of this 
text. Your teacher 
will help you with 
your translation.





   

 

 

  

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

word parts

teach them = 
 them = 

words

Review the vocabulary and make your best guess at the meaning of another part of the .

translation

and = 
to = 

your = 
in/with = 
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Moses went up to heaven to get the Torah. All the angels were gathered around 
him, carrying signs and yelling, “Keep the Torah! Don’t let it go!” 

Moses took off his tallit katan, the little tallit he wore under his robe, and 
tied it onto his staff. He shouted, “Truce.” Four angels came forward to talk to him, 
Michael, Gavriel, Uzziel, and Raphael. Moses said, “Let me ask three questions. Then 
you can choose to let me have the Torah, or I will just go home and not bother you 
anymore.” 

They said, “We can handle three questions.”

Moses asked, “Who here has ever been disrespectful to their parents? Please raise 
your hand if the answer is ‘yes’.” All the angels held their hands down. 

They said, “We are angels—we don’t have parents.” 

Then Moses asked, “Who has ever stolen something? Please shout out ‘Me.’” 

The angels were silent. They put their hands over their mouths, and through their 
fingers they said, “We are angels—we don’t steal.” 

Moses Steals the 
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Finally Moses asked, “Who here has ever murdered 
someone? Please take a step forward.” 

Every angel took a step back, except one, who 
stood still. All of the angels said, “We’re angels—
we don’t murder.”

Then Moses shouted, “Don’t you get it? You don’t 
need the Torah—we do. Torah isn’t for those 
who already do what God wants. Torah is for 
those of us who need to learn how to be more 
like God in our actions.” 

The angels agreed. They shouted out, “Give the 
Torah to Moses,” and they carried him around 
on their shoulders.

Then the one angel who had not moved, the Angel of Death, came to Moses and 
whispered three words, “T’shuvah (repentence), t’fillah (prayer) and tzedakah 
(charity). These are the ways to keep me away.”

Just before he left heaven, Moses heard music in the background. He realized that 
Gavriel and some of the other angels were always filling heaven with songs of praise. 
One of the songs they were singing over and over went,  
“     .”  
Moses stole the angels’ song and brought it back to earth along with the Torah.

We now sing the angels’ song, “ ,” as part of the  every day. We whisper 
it because it was stolen. We say it out loud on Yom Kippur. That is the day by which 
we have done t’shuvah, t’fillah and tzedakah. It is the one time when we are not guilty 
of being disrespectful to parents, of stealing, or of murdering. It is the one time that 
we are as holy as angels. (Based on a story in the Talmud)

Questions
1. Why do we usually whisper part of the ?
2. Why do we say it out loud on Yom Kippur?
3. This story teaches us that we are supposed to live the truth that there is only One God by acting the way 

God wants. What are some of the ways of acting that are on God’s list?
4. What is the “Oneness” in this story?
5. How can remembering this story help you point your heart when you say the ?
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word parts

symbols = 
between = 

on = 
they shall be = 

      Take your  
best guess at the 
meaning of this 
text. Your teacher 
will help you with 
your translation.

words



your = 
in/with = 

and = 
to = 

Review the vocabulary and make your best guess at the meaning of the end of the .
translation
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Mezuzah
In the book of Deuteronomy we are told, 
“And you shall write them on the doorposts 
of your house and on your gates.” The verse 
became the root of the practice of hanging 
a mezuzah on the doorway of every Jewish 
home. The mezuzah is a copy of the  
handwritten in twenty-two lines. The text is 
then placed in a box or tube. The mezuzah 
is placed in a slanting position on the upper 
part of the right-hand door-post so that 
the upper part is inward and the lower part 
outward. On the top of the outside of the 
parchment is written God’s name, .
The Jewish historian Josephus explains the 
mezuzah by saying, “The greatest things 
God does for us are to be written on the 
doors... in order to show everywhere the 
good and the kindness that God does for 
us.” Maimonides, the Jewish philosopher, 
adds: “From the mezuzah people learn 
when coming or going, that God is one and 
everywhere.”

It is a tradition to touch the mezuzah and 
then touch our lips, bringing its words to 
our lips. When we hang a mezuzah we say 
this blessing:
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Diving for Prayers
Read the prayer words under each diver. Where you make a mistake, draw a line (this is � breath). 
Continue this way until you reach the fish. Which diver needs the fewest breaths to reach the fish?
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