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The  is:
• the second of the three 

praise  that begin the 
.

• called the  (the 
“power” prayer) (Megillah 17b). 
That makes it a prayer that 
talks about God’s power 
through describing some of 
the good things that God 
does for people.

• also called  
(The One Who-Gives-Life-
to-the-Dead) (Brakhot 33a). It is 
a prayer that traditionally 
centers on the idea that God 
is stronger than death.

The  is a place where 
some modern Jews have 
changed the . In a 
number of  the 
phrase  is 
replaced by  (The 
One Who-Gives-Life-to-All), 
or   (The One 
Who-Gives-and-Renews 
Life).

In the same way that the 
, the first 
prayer in the , tells the 
story of  and  
and their experiences of God, 
the  grows out of 
stories of  and .
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	 You	are	a	HERO	forever,	my	Master:	  .1

	 You	give	LIFE	to	the	dead	  .2

	 You	give	LIFE	to	all	  

	 You	are	GREAT	to	bring	SALVATION.	  .3

	 The	ONE-Who-Returns	the	wind	  
	 and	Makes	the	rain	come	down.

	 Cultivating	LIFE	in	kindness	  .4

	 Giving	LIFE	to	the	dead/.	  // .6
	 Giving	LIFE	to	the	dead	with	much	mercy.	  .7

	 The	ONE-Who-LIFTS-UP	the	fallen	  .8

	 and	HEALS	the	sick	  .9

	 and	FREES	prisoners		  .10

	 and	ESTABLISHES	God’s	faith	  .11

	 with	those	who	sleep	in	the	dust.	  .12

	 Who	is	like	You,	Master	of	Strength?	  .13

	 And	who	has	Your	Image?	  .14

	 RULER	of	DEATH	and	LIFE	  .15

	 and	the	ONE-Who-Plants	SALVATION.	  .16

	And	You	are	faithful	to	give	LIFE	to	the	dead.	  / .17

	 Blessed	be	You,	ADONAI.	  .18

	 The	One-Who-Gives	LIFE	to	the	dead.	  // .19		

Traditional/Reform/Reconstructionist
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Adonai = 
life = 

dead = 
life = 

great = 
save = 

the = 
to = 

Background on the Different Versions
 (Resurrection of the Dead) is a belief that at some time in the 
future God will regather our bodies from the soil and place our souls back in 
them, giving us a second chance to live.

1.  Maimonides was a famous Jewish philosopher who wrote a list of thirteen 
things that every Jew was supposed to believe. Number thirteen has to do 
with the phrase —giving life to the dead. “I believe with complete 
faith that there will be a resurrection of the dead whenever the Creator wishes 
it…For Your salvation, Eternal, do I wait.”

2. In 1869 a conference of Reform rabbis voted on a resolution and decided “The 
belief in bodily resurrection has no religious foundation and the doctrine of immortality refers to the 
afterexistence of the soul alone.” The Reform Movement adopted —giving life to all. Some 
services in recent Reform  have gone back to the original.

3. The Conservative Movement has left the words unchanged but often suggests different 
understandings. In a book called Higher and Higher, Steven M. Brown provides a list of alternative 
understandings: • People live on in the memories of others. • People’s good works live on after them.  
• The soul is resurrected and comes back in another body. • People can be revived spiritually so life 
takes on new meaning. • People recuperate after severe illness. • Someone pronounced dead can be 
revived by C.P.R.



words

word parts

Review the vocabulary and make your 
best guess at the meaning of the 
opening of the .

TranslaTion
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  .8

    .9
  .10

   .11

Phrase Detective
Look at these four phrases from the . What do all four phrases have in common?

	 	  .1

	     .2

	    .3

	    .4

	   .5

	   .6

	   .7

Practice these phrases from the .
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free =  establish =  God’s faith = 

      Take your best guess at the 
meaning of this text. Your teacher will 
help you with your translation.

words




_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

TranslaTion

Review the vocabulary and make your best guess at the meaning of this part of the .
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This story began with a father who favored one son over his other sons. 
Joseph, the favorite son, had dreams in which everyone bowed down to 
him. He was a kid who said “me” all the time. His brothers hated him for his 

dreams and for his special treatment.

One day, Jacob, their father, asked Joseph to go out to the pasture where the other 
brothers were watching the sheep. Joseph happily agreed. Maybe he didn’t realize 
how much his brothers hated him. Maybe he didn’t believe that anything bad could 
happen to him. Or maybe he just wanted to make his father happy. Whatever the 
reason, it was a trip that changed Joseph’s life—and his whole family’s life.

Joseph’s brothers captured him, threw him in a pit, told his father that he was 
dead, and sold him as a slave. Joseph wound up in Potiphar’s house in Egypt. There 
Joseph became responsible. He cared about doing a good job. Joseph became a very 
successful head of Potiphar’s household. The problem came when Potiphar’s wife 

Joseph the 
Tzaddik
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wanted to cheat on her husband with Joseph. They could have gotten away with it. 
But Joseph refused her saying, “I have to be loyal to my master.” The Midrash says, 
“He was ready to cheat but he saw his father’s face.”

Even though he said, “No,” Joseph wound up in jail. There he made a point of learning 
the language of everyone else in jail. The Torah makes a point of telling us “God was 
with Joseph in jail.” The Midrash explains that Joseph lived with the knowledge that 
there was one God who demanded that people act with justice and kindness. Joseph 
became a leader in jail, too.

In jail Joseph explained some dreams. This got him the chance to explain Pharaoh’s 
dreams. The dreams meant “Seven years of plenty and then seven years of famine.” 
Joseph became the person in charge of Egypt, and everyone loved him. They bowed 
down to him, just like in his childhood dreams.

When the famine came, Joseph made sure that there was food for everyone—no 
favoritism. There was food for every Egyptian and food for strangers in need who 
came from other countries. Joseph could have charged oodles of money for the food, 
but he was fair and just in his pricing. The Midrash tells us that he personally went 
and spoke to everyone who needed food in their own language—using the languages 
he learned in jail.
When his brothers came down to Egypt Joseph had the power to get even with them. Instead 
of revenge, he did two things. First, he helped them understand what they had done that was 
wrong. This understanding was a gift. Then he made sure that his family had food, safety, and 
a good place to live. He forgave and helped them. In the tradition, Joseph, the kid who started 
out saying, “me” all the time—was called , Joseph the Righteous Person (Various 

midrashim).

Questions
1.	Why	did	the	Rabbis	of	the	Talmud	think	that	Joseph	was	a	?
2.	How	did	living	with	the	knowledge	that	“God	was	with	him”	affect	Joseph?
3.	How	can	knowing	the	story	of	the	kid	who	started	out	saying	“me”	all	the	time—who	turned	into	
—help	us	to	know	where	to	point	our	hearts	when	we	say	the	?
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Practice these words.

Practice these phrases.
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