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haftarah blessings 
 comes from a Hebrew root that means “completion.” The  is a 

selection from the Prophets that is read after the Torah portion on Shabbat and 
holidays as the “completion” of the Torah reading.

The origins of the  readings are not clear, but the oldest idea dates back 
before the story of Hanukkah happened. Before the Jews fought back, Antiochus IV  
banned many Jewish practices, including  “No more 
reading Torah.” Jews were good at getting around 
such orders. Antiochus banned Torah readings, not 
readings from the Prophets. So they created the 
 by picking passages from the Prophets 
that reminded them of the Torah readings. 
They read these passages as a replacement 
for the weekly Torah reading. Later these 
passages were kept and added to the weekly 
readings (Sefer Abudarham).

The reading of the  is very much 
like the reading of the Torah. There are blessings said 
before and after it. One blessing is said before the reading of 
the . Traditionally four blessings are said after the  
reading, though the Reform movement says only one of them.

The person who reads the  is called the . 
Traditionally, the person who is the  also has the last 
 of the Torah reading. The  is usually 
read out of a book (although 
some congregations have 
scrolls) and has its own 
trope (melodies used for 
chanting). In addition to one 
 portion for every Torah 
portion, there are special  
readings for Jewish holidays and other 
special . #54319
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	 Blessed	be	You,	ADONAI,	  .1

	 Ruler	of	the	Cosmos	  .2

	 Who	CHOSE	good	PROPHETS	  .3

	 and	wanted	the	words		  .4

	 the	TRUE	words	they	spoke.	  .5

	 Blessed	be	You,	ADONAI,		  .6

	 Who	CHOOSES	the	TORAH,	  .7

	 	and	MOSES	God’s	servant	  .8

	 and	ISRAEL	God’s	people	 * .9

	 and	the	PROPHETS	of	TRUTH	and	JUSTICE.	  .10

Commentary
What is a prophet? The prophets were people who 
were called to spread among the Jewish people 
the understanding of the Law of God as set down 
in the Torah. The prophets were to serve as God’s 
agents, warning and cautioning the people. It was 
their job to interpret the Word of God and to offer 
consolation, to teach the true meaning of the joy that 
comes from obeying the Law and the misfortune 
that comes from disobedience (Samson Raphael Hirsch, 

The Hirsch Siddur).

Question: According to Rabbi Hirsch, what is a 
prophet?

*The Reconstructionist Movement removed these two words from their prayers which talk about the Chosen People.

Opening Haftarah Blessing

1
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  .1

  .2

   .3

   .4

  .5

  .6

   .7

  .8

  .9


Can you see the three letters  in these words?

chose =
the One-Who-chooses =

You have chosen us =

Practice these phrases and circle all the words that contain the root .

root analysis

For 
Revi

ew
 O

nly



�






___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________



      Take your  
best guess at the 
meaning of this 
text. Your teacher 
will help you with 
your translation.





  

words

said = 
truth = 

that = 
wanted = 

translation
Review the vocabulary and make your best guess at the meaning of the first half of the opening 
 of  .
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  .6

  .7

  .8

  .9

  .�0

    .��

  .��

Haftarah Blessing Practice
Practice these words and phrases from the Haftarah blessings.
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word parts
in/with = 

the = 
His = 

and = /
nation = 

words






___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________





 

  

      Take your  
best guess at the 
meaning of this 
text. Your teacher 
will help you with 
your translation.

translation

Review the vocabulary and make your best guess at the meaning of this part of  .
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 after the 
Reading the Torah is a lot like eating. Reading the  is a lot like reading the 
Torah. We say a blessing before and after eating, and we do the same with Torah 
(Brakhot 21a). Based on the Torah pattern, we say blessings before and after the 
 (and before and after the Purim Megillah, too).

Question: Why should the Torah and  follow the same blessing 
pattern as eating?

Blessing One (Before the ): This  thanks God 
for the prophets and states that their words are true. Here 
we state that the truth that came through Moses into the 

Torah is continued in the teaching of the prophets.

Blessing Two (After the ): The central theme of this 
 is the statement that God is “The-One-Whose-every-
WORD-is-DEPENDABLE.” This blessing is the follow-up of 
the “God speaks the truth” theme of the opening . 
The next three  will list some of the promises made 
through the prophets on which we can depend.

Blessing Three: We can “trust” that Jerusalem (and the 
Temple) will be rebuilt. This does not only mean that the 
State of Israel will be reborn (the way it was) but that “the 
exile of the Jewish people” will end.

Blessing Four: Next comes the arrival of the Messiah (or 
the Messianic Age). This is the next step in the redemption.

Blessing Five: The last blessing is about . It is the 
wrap-up. We read the  on .  is like an 
early taste of  (the world to come). Through 
the celebration of , through the words of the 
prophets read on , we move toward a Messianic 
future.

Both the Reform and Reconstructionist movements 
have made changes in these blessings.
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	 Blessed	be	You,	ADONAI,		  .�

	 our	God,	Ruler-of-the-Cosmos	  .�

	 ROCK	of	all	reality	   .�

	 JUST	in	every	generation	   .�

	 The	GOD,	The	DEPENDABLE-One,	The	One	Who	SAYS		  .�
 and	DOES

	 Who	SPEAKS	and	MAKES	REAL—	  .6

	 Whose	every	WORD	is	TRUE	and	JUST.	   .7

	 You	are	DEPENDABLE—ADONAI,	our	God,	  .8

	 And	Your	WORDS	are	DEPENDABLE	  .9

	 and	not	one	of	Your	words	  .�0

	 	will	return	empty	  .��

	because	YOU	are	GOD,	RULER	and	DEPENDABLE-One	  .��

	 and	You	are	the	Merciful	One.	  .��

	 Blessed	be	You,	ADONAI,	  .��

	 the	GOD-Whose-every-WORD-is-DEPENDABLE.	   .��

	 Have	MERCY	on	ZION	  .�6

	 for	it	is	the	HOUSE	of	our	LIVES.	  .�7

	 And	SAVE	the	humbled	SOULS		  .�8

	 quickly	in	our	lifetime.	  .�9

	 Blessed	be	You,	ADONAI,	  .�0

	 Who	makes	ZION	REJOICE	with	her	CHILDREN.	  .��

Blessings after the Haftarah

3
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	 Make	us	REJOICE,	ADONAI,	Our	God	  .��

	 in	ELIJAH	the	PROPHET,	Your	SERVANT	  .��

	and	the	RULE	of	the	HOUSE	OF	DAVID	Your	MESSIAH.	  .��

	 Bring	him	quickly	that	our	HEARTS	can	celebrate;	  .��

	 on	his	throne	let	no	stranger	sit	  .�6

	 and	let	no	one	inherit	his	honor	  .�7

	 BECAUSE	in	Your	HOLY	NAME	   .�8

	 You	SWORE	that	his	candle	would	not	go	out	  .�9

	 FOREVER	and	ALWAYS	  .�0

	 BLESSED	are	You,	ADONAI,	SHIELD	of	DAVID.	  .��

	 For	the	TORAH,	and	for	WORSHIP,		  .��

	 	and	for	the	PROPHETS,	  .��

	 and	for	this	SHABBAT	DAY—	  .��

	 that	You	gave	us,	ADONAI,	our	God—	  .��

	 for	HOLINESS	and	for	REST	  .�6

	 for	HONOR	and	for	BEAUTY.	  .�7

	 For	all	of	these,	ADONAI,	our	God,		  .�8

	 we	give	THANKS	to	You	  .�9

	 And	BLESS	You—	  .�0

	 May	Your	NAME	be	BLESSED	  .��

	in	the	mouth	of	all	life—always	FOREVER	and	BEYOND.	   .��

	 BLESSED	are	You,	ADONAI,		  .��

	 THE	One-Who-Makes-SHABBAT	HOLY.		  .��

4
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Can you see the three letters  in these words?

So be it! =
faith =
faithful =

              .�

         .� 

Practice these phrases and circle all the words that contain the root .


Can you see the three letters  in these words?

say =
it was said =

and let us say =

   .�

   .�

  .�

Practice these phrases and circle all the words that contain the root .



root analysis
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word parts
generation = 

fulfill = 
truth = 

words



  

      Your teacher 
will help you with 
your translation.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________





 

 

 

the = 
and = //

in/with = 

translation

Review the vocabulary and make your best guess at the meaning of this part of  .
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word parts
and = /
that = 

to/for = 

rest = 
glory = 

worship = 
to us = 

words

      Your teacher 
will help you with 
your translation.

 

 

translation

Review the vocabulary and make your best guess at the meaning of this part of  .
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Elijah was the prophet who did not die. He flew up to heaven, alive, in a flam-
ing chariot. Legend teaches that he will come back again, helping to bring the 
messiah. Legend also teaches that from time to time Elijah comes and visits 

people, teaching interesting lessons.

Once, dressed like a beggar, Elijah came to join in a wedding. His clothing was torn 
and dirty. His hair was oily and matted. They threw him out. They thought he was 
trying to crash the wedding just to eat the free food.

An hour later he returned. This time he was dressed in an expensive suit. He was lean-
ing on a fine cane with a golden handle. On his head was a very elegant sable hat. 
When he entered the room the guests all stood out of respect for this distinguished 
visitor. The bride and groom came up to him and asked him to join their table. He 
nodded and sat near them.

The first course was a piece of gefilte fish. The old man picked up his fish and put it in 
one of his pockets. He added a scoop of horseradish on top of it. When the soup was 

The Clothes  
That Went to a 

Wedding
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served, he poured it into another pocket. This time he asked for 
the salt and sprinkled a little of it into the soup pocket, saying, “It 

needed just a little.”

Each time a course was served, this stranger shoved it into 
one of his pockets. The string beans wound up sticking out 
of his vest.

Finally, the stranger stood, took his glass of wine, said, 
“A toast to the bride and groom,” and then spilled the 
wine over his sleeve. When he finished, there was com-

plete silence in the room. Many people 
sat with their mouths open. Elijah let the 
silence hang while he looked around the 

room. Then he said, “When I first came 
here dressed as a beggar, you threw me 
out. When I returned dressed in expensive 
clothing you welcomed me and showed me 
respect. It is obvious that you were respecting 

my clothes, not me. So when you asked 
me to join in your feast, I let the clothes 
eat. They were your real guests.” Elijah 
laughed and then disappeared. Left on 
the chair was his gold-handled cane. 

(Classic folktale)

Questions
1.	How	is	Elijah	acting	as	a	prophet	in	this	story?	What	is	the	“truth”	he	is	

teaching?
2.	How	could	this	truth	help	to	bring	a	messianic	era?
3.	How	can	knowing	this	story	help	you	to	point	your	heart	when	you	say	

or	hear	the		after	reading	the	?For 
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Vocabulary Review
Practice this  before you write the number of the vocabulary icon next to its matching word in the opening 
Haftarah . Note: Some of the words are used more than once.

 ____ .�

 ____________ .�

 ____ .�

 ____ .�

 ________________ .�

 ____________ .6

t
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Four Square
Play with a friend. Choose a box and “read” the word or picture. If you read it correctly, put your initials in the box. 
The object is to place your initials in adjoining boxes to make a square while blocking your opponent.

Challenge! Win by making two separate sets of “Four Squares”.
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