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 is a prayer with a history:
• There is a memory that Joshua first 

said  after the Families-of-Israel 
defeated the city of Jericho. When 
“the walls came tumbling down,” 
Joshua knew that God was the Ruler 
and the One Who deserves praise (Kol 

Bo, Rav Hai Gaon, Shaarei Teshuvah, 43).
• In 1171, during the persecution of 

the Jews of Blois, France, thirty-four 
Jewish men and seventeen Jewish 
women, falsely accused of ritual 
murder, died as martyrs at the stake. 
An eyewitness wrote to Rabbi Jacob of 
Orleans, “Their death was accompa-
nied by a mysterious song, resounding 
through the stillness of the night. The 
martyrs had sung  as their dying 
prayer” (Yosef ha-Kohen, Emek ha-Bakha “Valley 

of Tears”).
• By the 1400s the  had become 

one of the concluding prayers of 
every service, probably because of the 
memory of the way that martyrs used 
it as a song of faith.

• At the turn of the fifteenth century 
Pesach Peter, an apostate Jew, spread 
the lie that part of the  was used 
to slur Christianity.

• Today  is one of the prayers that 
is most  changed in various editions of 
the Siddur. 
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	 It	is	our	job	to	praise	the	MASTER-of-All	 	 .�

	 To	grant	GREATness		 	 .�

	 to	the	ONE-Who-Stages	CREATION,	 	 .3

	 The	ONE-Who-Didn’t-Make-Us	 	 .4

	 like	the	other	NATIONS-of-the-LANDS	 	 .5

	 and	didn’t	PUT	our	fate	 	 .6

	 with	the	other	FAMILIES-of-the-EARTH	 	 .7

	 and	did	not	PUT	our	PORTION	with	theirs	 	 .8

	 and	our	LOT	with	the	MANY.	 	 .9

	 The	One	Who	GAVE	us	the	Torah	of	truth	 
	 and	planted	eternal	life	within	us.	 
	 We	BOW	&	BEND	&	FLATTEN-in-THANKS	 	 .�0

	 Before	the	RULER-of-RULERS	 	 .��

	 The	HOLY	ONE-Who-is-to-be-BLESSED.	 	 .��

	 The	ONE-WHO-Spreads-out	the	HEAVENS	 	 .�3

	 and	lays	the	earth’s	foundations	 	 .�4

	 and	has	the	SEAT-of-Homage	in	the	heavens	above	 	 .�5

	and	the	NEIGHBORHOOD-of-Power	in	the	highest	heights.	  	 .�6

	 God	is	our	God—there	is	none	other.	 ,	 .�7

	 In	TRUTH	God	is	RULER—NOTHING	compares	 ,	 .�8

	 as	it	is	WRITTEN:	 	 .�9

	“And	you	are	to	KNOW	today	in	the	thoughts	of	your	HEART,		 	 .�0

	 that	ADONAI	is	the	ONE	God	 	 .��

	 both	in	HEAVEN	ABOVE	and	on	EARTH	below—	 	 .��

	 NONE	can	COMPARE”	(Deuteronomy	4.39).	 	 .�3
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	 BECAUSE	of	this,	we	WISH	from	You	 	 .�4

	 ADONAI,	our	God,	 	 .�5

	 To	soon	SEE	the	WONDER	of	Your	strength	 	 .�6

	 to	terminate	idolatry	from	the	earth	 	 .�7

	 and	completely	cut	off	the	false	gods—	 	 .�8

	 to	do	TIKKUN	OLAM	in	God’s	EMPIRE	 	 .�9

	 and	all	humanity	will	CALL	Your	NAME	  	 .30

	 to	RETURN	to	You	all	the	WICKED-of-the-EARTH.	  	 .3�

	All	the	inhabitants	of	the	world	will	REALIZE	and	KNOW	  	 .3�

	 that	every	KNEE	must	BEND	to	YOU	  	 .33

	and	every	TONGUE	must	SWEAR	allegiance	to	You	(Isaiah	45.23).	  	 .34

	 Before	You,	ADONAI,	our	God,	 	 .35

	 They	will	BOW	and	LIE	DOWN-in-THANKS	 	 .36

	 and	give	HONOR	to	Your	precious	NAME	 	 .37

	 and	they	will	accept	on	themselves	 	 .38

	 the	YOKE-of-Your-EMPIRE	 	 .39

	 and	You	will	quickly	RULE	over	them	for	EVER	 	 .40

	 	and	ALWAYS,

	 BECAUSE	Yours	is	the	EMPIRE	 	 .4�

	 and	You	will	RULE	beyond	forEVER	in	HONOR,	 	 .4�

	 As	it	is	written	in	Your	TORAH:	 	 .43

	“ADONAI	will	RULE	for	EVER	and	ALWAYS”	(Exodus	15.18).	 	 .44

	 As	it	is	SAID:	 	 .45

	 “ADONAI	will	be	the	RULER	over	the	whole	EARTH—	  	 .46

	 on	that	day	ADONAI	will	be	ONE	 	 .47

	 and	ADONAI’s	NAME	will	be	ONE”	(Zachariah	14.9).	 	 .48
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word	parts



						Take	your		
best	guess	at	the	
meaning	of	this	
text.	Your	teacher	
will	help	you	with	
your	translation.





_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

words
and = /

to/for = 
the = 

He = 



  



TranslaTion

Review	the	vocabulary	and	make	your	best	guess	at	the	meaning	of	this	part	of	the	.
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Practice	these	words	and	phrases	from	.

	 	 .�

	 	 .�

		 .3

	 	 	 .4

	 	 	 .5

	 	 	 .6

	 		 	 .7

	 	 .8

	 		 .9

	 	 .�0

	 	 .��
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___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________


Within Judaism there is a teaching known as 
“” that is a way of life. “” means to 
repair, heal, or restore.  (repairing 

oneself),  (repairing one’s commu-
nity), and  (repairing the world) are 
all part of this idea of .

In Pirkei Avot we are taught: “Rabbi Tarfon 
taught: It is not up to you to complete the work (of 

perfecting the world), but neither are you free to quit 
doing it.” (Pirkei Avot, Ethics of Our Fathers, 2:16)

Questions	
1.	What	does	this	teaching	mean	for	each	of	us	as	individuals?

2	 How	does	this	quote	relate	to	the		work	you	have	been	doing?	



word	parts
Almighty = 

						Take	your	best	guess	at	
the	meaning	of	this	text.	
Your	teacher	will	help	you	
with	your	translation.

words

to = 
in/with = 

TranslaTion

Review	the	vocabulary	and	make	your	best	guess	at	the	meaning	of	this	part	of	.
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The		Story
Close your eyes (or imagine with your eyes open). 

Imagine everywhere in the cosmos. Imagine every 
when in the universe. Fill all space and all time 
with light. Even though we can’t see God, we will 
think of the light as God—because God is every-

where and every when.

God decides that God wants to create the 
cosmos, the universe, the world, and people, 
but there is nowhere to do it. If God is every-

where, then anything that God created would 
be “toasted” by the light. Remember, no one can 

get too close to God. No one can see God’s face and 
live.

So watch God do something amazing. God breathes 
in and leaves a hole inside of the everywhere where 
there is no God. Think of it as a dark room in the 
middle of everywhere. Inside that room God creates 
everything, cosmos, universe, world, and people.

But God now has a problem. 
God has created people in the 
one place where there is no God. 
That doesn’t work at all. So imag-
ine this. God places a bunch of 
empty glass light bulbs in that 
space. Then slowly, carefully, 
God begins to breathe a little 
light back into these containers. 
Imagine lots of sparks of light fly-
ing like fireflies into those light 
bulbs, bringing the right amount 
of God close to people.
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Next there is an accident. Imagine 
the light bulbs shattering. Imagine 

that a jumble of sparks and 
broken glass tumble down 
together. God can do nothing 
about it. God can’t come into 

the room or there will be too 
much God there and every-
thing will be toasted.

God can only tell us to take a broom and start 
sweeping. It is our job to sweep the glass 
into one pile and gather the sparks of God’s 
light into another. When all the light is gath-
ered, everything will be great. This is called 
, repairing the every and always. 
A rabbi named Isaac Luria used this story to 
explain our job.

(From the Lurianic Creation Myth)

Questions
1.	Why	does	God	have	to	leave	the	repair	of	the	world	up	to	us?	What	can	God	do	to	help	us?
2.	What	things	in	the	world	would	you	put	into	the	category	of	broken	glass?	What	things	would	you	categorize	as	

sparks	of	God’s	light?
3.	How	does	knowing	this	story	help	you	know	where	to	point	your	heart	when	you	say	?
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Can	you	see	the	three	letters		in	these	words?

he	was	=
he	will	be	=

to	be	=

   .1

   .2

  .3

Practice	these	phrases	and	circle	all	the	words	that	contain	the	root	.


______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________


1word	parts

in/with = 
and = /

his = 

that = 
He will be = 

name = 

						Your	
teacher	will	
help	you	with	
your	
translation.

words

rooT analysis

TranslaTion

Review	the	vocabulary	and	make	your	best	guess	at	the	meaning	of	this	part	of	.
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Joshua’s life was filled with close calls. He was an orphan who had no place and 
was then chosen by Moses to be his assistant. Joshua found a place. Joshua was 
chosen to lead the battle against Amalek. When Moses raised his hands invit-

ing God’s help, Joshua and the Army of Israel won. When Moses let his hands down, 
Israel lost. When Aaron and Hur held up Moses’ hands, and they stayed in the air, 
with God’s help, Israel was victorious.

When Israel needed spies to check out the Land of Israel, Moses changed Joshua’s 
name. His name had been  (He has saved). It became  (God will save). 
Moses changed Joshua’s name as a prayer, “May God save you from misunderstanding 
your mission as the spies will misunderstand theirs.” When ten of the spies chickened out 
on their mission, Joshua and Kalev retained faith that with God’s help Israel could win.

Almost forty years later Joshua led the Families-of-Israel into the land of Canaan. 
He came to Jericho and found it a walled city—just about impossible to conquer. For 
seven days Israel marched around the city. On the seventh day they blew shofarot 
and shouted. With God’s help, the walls came crashing down and Israel was victori-
ous. When the battle was over, when the city was taken, Joshua told the people:  
It is our job to praise the MASTER-of-All). 

(Kol Bo, Rav Hai Gaon, Sha’arei Teshuvah, 43)

Questions
1.	What	reasons	did	Joshua	have	to	feel	obligated	to	praise	God?
2.	What	are	some	of	your	reasons	for	feeling	obligated	to	praise	God?	
3.	How	can	knowing	Joshua’s	connection	to		help	you	point	your	heart	when	you	say	this	prayer?

Joshua	Says	
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Vocabulary	Practice
Practice	each	line	and	underline	the	word	that	matches	the	vocabulary	icon.
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Getting	Ready	for	the	Olympics
Ari,	Blake	and	Sherman	are	practicing	for	their	race,	the	400-meter	hurdles.	Each	is	trying	to	
run	and	hurdle	the	fastest.	Work	with	a	friend	to	read	the	word	down	as	your	runner	moves	to	the	
finish	line.		Which	runner	is	the	fastest?

Ari’s	Time:	_________

Blake’s	Time:	_________

Sherman’s	Time:	 _________
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