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My name is Eric Ray. I am a Jewish artist and teacher. In the past I have 

made many paintings and designed ads for magazines. I have used my skills 

as an artist to forge fake papers, which helped Jews get out of Holocaust 

camps and go to Palestine before it became Israel. I also worked on some of 

the State of Israel’s first maps. Now I create Jewish art for synagogues and for 

people’s homes. I think the most important part of my art is being a sofer.

       Sofer is the Hebrew word for a scribe. A scribe is someone who writes 

down important books and texts in beautiful, clear handwriting. Being a sofer 

is an important Jewish job that artists have done for thousands of years.
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I am a                        Sofer S’TaM. S’TaM is a word made out of the 
first letters of the three most important things a sofer writes.

S=Sefer Torah. The Torah is 
made up of the five books of Moses 
and is the book that is the life of the 
Jewish people. The Sefer Torah, from 

which we read in synagogue, is a scroll
  that must be handwritten by a sofer. The 

Sefer Torah is made up of long rolls of handwritten parchment that have 
been sewn together and rolled on wooden rollers.

T=Tefillin. In the Torah God tells 
the Jewish people, “Take to heart 
these words which I command you 
today.” God also says, “Bind them  

     as a sign on your hand and let them 
serve as a symbol on your forehead.” To help Jews 

obey this mitzvah, the sofer writes down four parts of the Torah, including the 
Shema. The sofer then puts these words in leather boxes called tefillin, which 
you can bind to your hand and hang as a symbol on your forehead.

M=Mezuzah. In the Shema God 
also says: “write them on the doorposts 
of your house.” To help Jews obey this 
mitzvah, the sofer writes down part of 
the Shema and places it in a container 

called a mezuzah, which can be nailed to the doorpost of a Jewish home.

4



I do most of my work in my studio, which is in 
the attic. When you visit me you will find all kinds 
of tools and supplies lying all over. Artists use all 
kinds of things to help with their work. Because I 
am a sofer, you’ll also find Hebrew words and letters 
in almost every corner. I really love both words and 
letters.
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