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To understand Sukkot we must speak of rain. For 
farmers, rain means life. It nurtures and sustains the 
growth of food. The amount of rain is also critical. 
There can be too much of it as well as too little. If 
one lives in the land of Israel, rain is a somewhat pre-
dictable event. During the winter season it may rain; 
during the rest of the year it will not. Sukkot comes 
at the edge of winter, just before the rainy season be-
gins. For that reason it was once the single most im-
portant event in the Jewish year.

The Sukkah

When we spend time in the Sukkah we get a unique 
chance to experience the natural world. We are sub-
ject to wind and rain, hot and cold, sunlight and 
moonlight. Birds and bugs directly interact with us 
and that which we are trying to eat. We are remind-
ed of our dependence on nature and of our need to 
protect it.

Many Jewish holidays are really two different cele-
brations that have been bonded into one event. As 
in most other cases, a historical commemoration is 
blended with an agricultural festival. In addition to 
anticipating the rainy season, Sukkot serves as a reen-
actment of the Israelites wandering in the desert af-
ter leaving Egypt. The week-long celebration of Suk-
kot weaves together these two themes. It is a merger 
recognizing our dependence on God’s involvement 
in the natural order and reliving the story of our na-
tional liberation. 

SHEMINI ATZERET

If we turn in the Bible to Numbers 29 we are first told, 
“On the eighth day you shall hold an atzeret, a 
solemn gathering. You shall not work at your 
occupations.” The origin of Shemini Atzeret, the sol-
emn gathering on the eighth day, is in this verse. If 
Rosh Ha-Shanah, Yom Kippur, and Sukkot have been 
significant events, then Shemini Atzeret is a chance 
to experience them for a last time. Think of it as the 
closing campfire of a session at summer camp. It is a 
perfect time to sit as a family and remember what 
has happened during this holiday season. It might be 
a good time to “dedicate” the appropriate pages in 
the family album. Sometimes it is fun to hold things 
over one extra day.

SIMHAT TORAH

Jews read a piece of the Torah every week. It takes 
a year to read from every one of the fifty-four To-
rah portions. On Simhat Torah we read from the last 
portion and then from the first portion in the Torah. 
It is a time to show that the cycle of Torah learning 
never stops. A simhah is a happy time, the time to 
give a party. Simhat Torah is the Jewish tradition’s an-
nual Torah party.

Simhat Torah ranks with Purim as a time to come 
to services for fun. We sing and dance. There are pa-
rades (called hakafot). Flags are waved, and having 
fun is encouraged.
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Yom Kippur is over. It is time 
to build a sukkah. Ellen is 
carrying a palm branch. It 
will be part of the roof of the 
sukkah.

A sukkah is a 
hut or booth 
which Jews build 
on Sukkot. A 
sukkah has a roof 
made of branches. 
Count how many 
stars you can 
see through this  
roof. 
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Daniel is decorating the sukkah.

Here are strings of 
popcorn and cranberries 
that will be hung on the 
sukkah as decorations. 
Find the two strings with 
the same pattern.

When the Jews who 
lived in ancient Israel 
used to harvest their 
fields they would 
sometimes live in a 
sukkah. This saved 
them a long walk 
home every day. The 
decorations remind 
us that Sukkot is a 
harvest holiday.

Daniel, Shirah and their mother and father are eating in the 
sukkah. During Sukkot Jews live in their sukkah. They eat and 
even sleep in a sukkah.
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When the Jews left Egypt and spent forty years in the wilderness, 
they lived in sukkot and tents. 

Draw Moses and his family camping in this sukkah.

Greg and Eric are 
helping to build the 
synagogue sukkah. 
After services, the 
Oneg will be held 
in the community 
sukkah. An Oneg is a 
party or celebration.

In ancient Israel, 
Jewish families 
would come to 
Jerusalem three 
times a year. They 
would bring gifts 
from their harvests 
to the Temple. 
They did this on the 
holidays of Sukkot, 
Pesah and Shavuot.For 
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Help this farmer find the 
shortest way to bring his 
gifts to the Temple.

Jessica is holding a lulav and 
an etrog. An etrog is a fruit. 
The lulav is made up of three 
kinds of branches: palm, 
willow, and myrtle.

Jeremy is shaking 
the lulav. He shakes 
it east, south, west 
and north. Then 
he shakes it up and 
down. He shakes it in 
every direction. This 
shows that God is 
everywhere.

Here is a calendar. Every square is a day.
Sukkot is on the 

days with 
Simhat Torah 
is the day with Count the number of 

days from the first day of 
Sukkot to Simhat Torah.

*Reform Jews celebrate Simhat Torah and Shemini Atzeret on the same day.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Shabbat

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Sukkot Sukkot Sukkot Sukkot Sukkot Sukkot

Hoshanah 
Rabbah

*Simhat Torah 
Shemini Atzeret Simhat Torah
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Mandy and friends are reading from the Torah. The Torah is a 
book filled with the laws and stories which teach us how to be 
good Jews. It is our most important book.

In the 
Torah we 
find these 

stories.
Creation of the World Noah and the Ark

Abraham and Sarah come 
to Canaan

 Jacob’s Dream Joseph’s Coat of Many 
Colors

 Escape from Egypt Moses Gets the  
Ten Commandments.

Coming to Israel

And many, many more.
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Eric Ray is writing a 
Sefer Torah. He is a 
Sofer, a person who 
writes a Torah Scroll 
by hand. The Sefer 
Torah we use in the 
Synagogue must be 
handwritten by a 
Sofer.

On Simhat Torah we read the last word in the Torah. Without 
stopping, we then go back to the beginning and read the first 
words in the Torah. It takes a whole year to read the Torah, and 
Jews never stop studying it.

ktrah
The last word in the Torah is Yisrael. It is the Hebrew word for 
“Israel.”

,hatrc
The first word in the Torah is Bereshit. It means “In the 
beginning.”

,hatrc ktrah
Trace the heart. It includes the last letter in the Torah and the 
first letter in the Torah. It connects the end to the beginning. 
These two letters spell ck Lev. Lev means “heart.”
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On Simhat Torah we have special Torah parades called Hakafot. 
We march around the synagogue carrying the Torah scrolls.

Help the Rabbi, Cantor and synagogue president find the best way 
around the synagogue by drawing the path they should follow.

Sheila is waving 
two Simhat 
Torah flags. 
Most people 
only wave one. 
Carrying and 
waving Torah 
flags is a way of 
showing that we 
love to study the 
Torah.

Dan and Sam are carrying 
Simhat Torah flags. Dan 
is thinking, 
“Singing and dancing 
with the Torah has been 
fun.  
It has also taught me that I 
have much, much more to 
learn.”

For 
Revi

ew
 O

nly

For 
Revi

ew
 O

nly



 

Cut this page out of the book and turn it into a Simhat Torah 
flag. Color the picture on this side and attach it to a paper tube.
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