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MANuFACTurEd IN ChINA

ORIGINS. hanukkah is both the Jewish holiday most observed 
in North America, and the one most misunderstood and misinter-
preted.

On december 21st, the tilt of the earth’s axis creates the longest 
night and the shortest day of the year—the winter solstice. In an-
cient times it was a night of fear and trepidation; fear that the sun 
would go away forever. On this shortest night of the year, bonfires 
were lit and the world was set ablaze—the sun was signaled to re-
turn.

The strange alignment of Christmas and hanukkah is no coinci-
dence. Both celebrations are imprinted on the experience of this 
ancient watch night, on waiting for the sun to return. Both celebra-
tions involve the lighting of night fires, and both metaphorically 
deal with the return of light. It is there that the relationship ends. 
hanukkah is not the Jewish Christmas. Its message is the assertive 
struggle for individuality, not the beginning of universal peace.

The True Story of Hanukkah. While conventional 
wisdom teaches us to think of hanukkah as the historic memory 
of a revolution fought for religious freedom, a kind of Mattathias 
Washington and the Colonial Maccabees, in truth, hanukkah com-
memorates a civil war. It is a conflict rooted in the meaning of being 
Jewish. This war between Jewish factions was the result of differing 
reactions to the influx of Greek culture brought by the conquests 
of Alexander the Great (circa 350 b.c.e.).

The Opportunity of Hanukkah. The tradition con-
siders hanukkah to be a “minor festival.” Its celebration was de-
signed to be a minimal event, involving the performance of only 
two specific mitzvot: the lighting of the Hanukkiyah and the reci-
tation of hallel—a series of psalms. The giving of gifts is not a ha-
nukkah mitzvah. It is a custom that has no legitimate traditional 
origins. It is pure (if inspired) imitation. It is certain that had it not 
been for the conjunction of hanukkah with Christianity’s major an-
nual celebration, it would have drifted in obscurity. Nevertheless, 
hanukkah remains the cyclic Jewish high point for most Jewish chil-
dren and their parents, and a time rich with opportunity. Like the 
winter solstice watch-night, it remains an annual turning point and 
a time to find light in the midst of darkness.

The Opportunity to be Different. Pattie Goldin, 
the creator of the holiday Workshop Series tells an insightful story. 

One Passover, her daughter came home from college and shared 
the results of a dorm “bull session.” Trying to figure out why she 
hadn’t turned to drinking, drugs or carefree sex as had a number of 
those with whom she grew up, she had come up with only one an-
swer, “hanukkah.” her reasoning: “When we had to celebrate ha-
nukkah while everyone else celebrated Christmas, I learned that it 
was okay to be different. I didn’t have to do everything that every-
one else did.” For Pattie, it was justification for years of eight nights 
worth of presents, homemade decorations, and much self-gener-
ated fanfare. For us, the story is the key to the values which the cel-
ebration of hanukkah can teach. Every Jewish child’s sense of isola-
tion during the winter season is ironically an innate understanding 
of hanukkah’s true meaning. hanukkah is, from its most authentic 
roots, the celebration of being different.

The Opportunity to Experience Miracles. The 
Talmud explains the mitzvah of lighting the hanukkiyah as the re-
sponsibility to “advertise the miracle.” hanukkah was to be the 
yearly affirmation that miracles are possible. The Talmud lawmak-
ers wanted (for reasons understandable in their era) to root the re-
sponsibility for miracles in God. That is the message of “oil lasting 
for eight days.” however, it is equally possible to understand the 
real miracle of hanukkah as being the end-product of faith in God; 
a miracle of human commitment—proof of what inspired uncom-
promising dedication can accomplish.

The Lighting of Hanukkah Lights. The official pro-
cedure for lighting of the hanukkah lights calls for the recitation 
of three brakhot. Together these three blessings guide our under-
standing of this celebration.

The first blessing is the birkat mitzvah. It follows the familiar for-
mula “who made us holy with the mitzvot, and made it a mitzvah 
for us to...” Mitzvot are preceded or followed by a brakhah using 
this formula. It focuses our attention and defines the action as one 
which will lead to meaning.

The second blessing is she’asah nissim la’avoteinu. It connects our 
actions on each night of hanukkah to those of the first hanukkah.. 
It states, “who performed miracles for our ancestors, in those days 
at this time of year.” We connect our present actions to our peo-
ple’s history. We reflect on our own understanding of miracles. In 
reenacting the first hanukkah, we search for its meaning.

Hanukkah For Parents
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This is Nathan and 
his mother. Nathan 
is lighting the 
hanukkiyah. We light 
candles on each of 
the eight nights of 
Hanukkah.

The hanukkiyah has room for eight candles and one more called 
the shamash. We use the shamash to light the other candles.

On the first night of Hanukkah we light one candle. On the 
second night we light two candles. Every night we add a candle.For 
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Color the candle with the  blue.  
It is the candle we light on the first 
night of Hanukkah.

Color the candle with the  green. 
It is the candle we light on the 
second night of Hanukkah.

Color the candle with the  yellow.  
It is the candle we light on the third 
night of Hanukkah.

Color the candle with the  pink.  
It is the candle we light on the  
fourth night of Hanukkah.

draw flames on all the candles.

Color the candle with the  brown.  
It is the candle we light on the fifth 
night of Hanukkah.

Color the candle with the  purple.  
It is the candle we light on the sixth 
night of Hanukkah.

Color the candle with the  orange.  
It is the candle we light on the 
seventh night of Hanukkah

Color the candle with the  white.  
It is the candle we light on the eighth 
night of Hanukkah.

Color the candle with the  red.  It is the shamash.
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Here is Brett. He is playing dreidle. 
He uses a special top called a sevivon, 
or a dreidle.

Before you play sevivon, everyone gets a pile of nuts or 
candy. To begin, everyone puts one piece of candy or 
one nut in the center.

If the dreidle lands on NUN you get nothing.

If the dreidle lands on GIMMEL you get 
everything in the center

If the dreidle lands on HEY you get half of what is in the 
center.

If the dreidle lands on SHIN you have to put one 
piece in the center.

For 
Revi

ew
 O

nly



�

The sevivon tells the story of Hanukkah. Each of the four Hebrew 
letters stands for a word.

	 	 A
	 xb	 GREAT

	kusd	 MIRACLE

	 vhv	 HAPPENED	

	 o	 THERE
Color the b NUN in NES purple

Color the d GIMMEL in GADOL blue

Color the two v HEY’s in HAYAH green

Color the  SHIN in SHAM yellow
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The story of Hanukkah is the story of a miracle. It 
is a story of people who fought for freedom. It is the 
story of heroes who were proud to be Jew. 

Hanukkah teaches us that even when everything 
seems dark, we can always find light

As you read the story of Hanukkah, look for the miracle.
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This is Brett. He is dressed up 
like Antiochus. 

Antiochus was a wicked king 
who wanted everyone in his 
kingdom to be exactly the 
same. He tried to make the 
Jews be like everyone else. He 
ordered them to bow down 
and pray to idols.

Here are Eli, Andy 
and Joshua. They 
are dressed up as 
Antiochus’ army.

It was a big and 
powerful army. No 
one thought that just 
a few Jews could beat 
them.
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Pretend that you lived in Antiochus’ time. draw a picture of you 
refusing to bow down to the idol. Write the words you would tell 
Antiochus’ soldier.

My Comment
____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
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This is Michael. He is 
dressed up as Mattathias. 
Mattathias was a Jew who 
would not bow down 
to the idol. He fought 
back. He told the other 
Jews, “Let everyone who 
believes in following the 
Torah and keeping the 
Covenant follow me.”

Mattathias 
killed the 
soldier. 
Then he 
and his 
sons ran 
away to the 
mountains.

help them 
find the 
right way 
through the 
city.
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Here are Michael, Jill, Amy, Shelly and Jeremy. They are dressed 
up like Maccabees. 

The Maccabees were freedom-fighters. They became an army 
which fought back against Antiochus. The Maccabees hid in the 
mountains and sneaked down to fight Antiochus’ army.For 
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This is Jeremy. He is 
dressed up like Judah 
Maccabee.

 Judah was one of 
Mattathias’ sons. When 
his father died, Judah 
became the leader.

He led the Maccabees in 
their fight for freedom.

The Maccabees fought long and hard. They felt brave because 
they believed in God. They felt smart because they carefully 
planned each fight. After years of fighting, they won the war. 
They 
were free 
to live 
as Jews. 
They 
didn’t 
have to 
be like 
everyone 
else.
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They came to 
the Temple 
and found that 
it was a mess. 
Antiochus’ 
soldiers had used 
it as a place to 
dump garbage.

When it was all 
clean and ready, 
they made a 
special service. 
They lit the 
Great Menorah 
and celebrated 
for eight days. 
They called 
this celebration 

Hanukkah. Hanukkah still is eight of the happiest days in the 
Jewish year.
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A menorah has seven branches.

A hanukkiyah has room for 
nine candles (eight lights and a 
shammash).

Circle each hanukkiyah in blue. Circle each menorah in green.
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Latke Recipe
You will need:
� medium potatoes
� small onion
� tablespoons flour
� eggs 
� teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon pepper
oil for frying

Making the latkes:

�. Rinse and peel the potatoes and onions

2. Grate the potatoes and onions in a food processor.

�. Heat the oil in a frying pan at medium heat until it sizzles.

�. Drop heaping tablespoons of potato mixture into oil. Flatten 
each latke. Fry both sides until golden brown.

�. Soak up the extra oil by placing latkes on a paper towel.     

�. Serve the latkes with apple sauce or sour cream.For 
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HANUKKAH	TABLE	SERVICE
Light the shamash. It is the highest flame on the 
hanukkiyah, or the one farthest to the left. Then 
say these brakhot. (On Shabbat, light and bless 
the hanukkiyah before the Shabbat candles.)

the first two brakhot are said on each  
of the eight nights.

 
Barukh atah Adonai Eloheinu melekh ha-olam, asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu l’hadlik ner shel Hanukkah.

Praised are You, Eternal our God, ruler of the universe, Who makes us holy by giving us the 
mitzvot, and Who makes it a mitzvah for us to light the hanukkah lights.


Barukh atah Adonai Eloheinu melekh ha-olam, she’asah nissim la’avoteinu ba-yamim ha-hem ba-z’man ha-zeh.

Praised are You, Eternal our God, ruler of the universe, Who made miracles for our 
ancestors in their days at this very time of year.

the third blessing is only said on the first night.


Barukh atah Adonai Eloheinu melekh ha-olam, she-heheyanu, v’kiy’manu, v’higiyanu la-z’man ha-zeh.

Praised are You, Eternal our God, ruler of the universe, Who made miracles for our 
ancestors in their days at this time of year.

it is traditional to read this prayer, ha-nerot halalu, after the candles 
are lit. it reminds us of the meaning and rules of the Hanukkiyah.

We light these candles to remember the miracles and the wonder and the battles 
which we won, all because You helped our ancestors in those days at that time.

during all eight days of hanukkah these lights are holy. We are not allowed to use 
them. We cannot use their light to read or eat or work. We are only allowed to look 
at them. They remind us to give thanks and praise to You for Your miracles, for Your 
wonders, and for Your help.
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