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Purim

A 
Time to Celebrate
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Origins

Purim is a public victory celebration. There is a primal joy 
and release that comes with the end of a long struggle, that 
comes with a hard-won victory.

Purim emerges from the national memory of an ancient 
victory. A stupid monarch is manipulated by a hateful min-
ister. The genocide of the Jewish people is planned and giv-
en royal sanction. All seems lost. But then salvation comes, 
not from heaven, but from an assimilated Jewish woman 
who finds the courage to risk her life in order to save her 
people. Under her influence, royal opinion changes and the 
Jewish people are authorized to fight for their own lives. Pu-
rim is the celebration of their victory.

Four Opportunities

With the passage of time this memory of redemption and 
victory became the foundation of a day of national cele-
bration, the happiest day in the Jewish year. It became the 
one official “party day” in our year cycle, the one time when 
nothing must be taken seriously. 

Four mitzvot/actions have become the essence of Purim.

1. The Reading of the Megillah. The central mitz-
vah of Purim is that of hearing the public reading of the 
Book of Esther. Purim’s festivities center on this act. The 
community gathers in costume, noisemakers in hand, pre-
pared for this one activity. The carnivals, plays, special din-
ners and parties all follow from this moment.

The Megillah reading is a wonderful opportunity. If one 
took a child to synagogue only once a year, Purim would 
be the best possible experience. Even without understand-
ing the context, a child would immediately associate Juda-
ism with pure joy and celebration. S/he would feel bonded 
to a people and community who knew how to laugh, who 
loved their tradition enough to play with it and enjoy it.

2. A Day of Celebration. Mordechai commands the 
Jewish people to make the fourteenth of Adar into a day 
of “feasting and gladness” (Esther 9.22). In previous genera-
tions the Purim Se’udah ranked with the Passover seder as 
a major family. In imitation of the great drinking feasts King 
Ahashuerus gave, the home was transformed into a regal 
palace, site of a great banquet. Costumes were worn. The 
children sang Purim songs and put on Purim plays. Today 
Purim is almost exclusively a synagogue-based experience.

3. The Giving of Shelah Manot. Shelah Manot is 
a simple mitzvah. It is just a matter of giving a gift of two 
or more kinds of food to the small circle of people you feel 
are important in your family’s life. This is another act of cel-
ebration, rooted in a command Mordechai gave to the Jew-
ish people after their victory. He said, “These days (Purim) 
should be observed as a time to send gifts to one another 
and presents to the poor” (Esther 9.22). 

4. Mattanot le-Evyonim. One of the Jewish tradi-
tion’s acts of genius was its innate sense that every act of 
celebration, every moment of significance, every formal 
gathering should include an opportunity for giving tzeda-
kah. Tzedakah, coming from a Hebrew root meaning “jus-
tice,” is the obligation to help those who are in need by 
sharing part of the wealth we have been fortunate enough 
to accumulate. For us, this is once again a wonderful op-
portunity. Too often we hide the “good works” we do from 
our children. They see us drop a few token coins in various 
“pushkes,” but the real commitments we make with our 
checkbooks are often hidden amid the tedium of paying 
the monthly bills. Purim, and its mitzvah to send presents 
to the poor, is a perfect chance to make the whole family a 
part of deciding about and/or sending a portion of our an-
nual charitable contributions.

Purim For Parents

ISBN #1-891662-78-3

Copyright © 2006 Torah Aura Productions

Photo credits: All photographs © Torah Aura Productions except: Pages 13 © Israelimages.com/Itsik Marom. Page 14 © SW Productions/Jupiter Images. 
Page 15 © Abed Omar Qusini/Reuters/CORBIS. Illustrations © Christine Tripp and Joel Lurie Grishaver. Thank you to Diane Berg of Temple Beth El in 
Huntington, NY for photos on page 1, to Josie Morris of Temple Beth El in San Pedro, CA for photos on pages 3 and 11 (middle), and to the Skirball 
Cultural Center for the megillah on page 7.  .

All rights reserved.  No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means graphic, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying, recording or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher.

Torah Aura Productions • 4423 Fruitland Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90058 • (800) BE-Torah • (800) 238-6724 • (323) 585-7312 • fax (323) 585-0327 
E-MAIL <misrad@torahaura.com> • Visit the Torah Aura website at www.torahaura.com

MANUFACTURED IN CHINA

Aaron is eating a Hamantashen. It is a special Purim cookie that 
is made in the shape of a triangle.
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This is Dan’s dad,  
Mr. Kaufman. He is 
dressed up as Haman. 
Haman was a wicked 
man who wanted to 
kill all of the Jews.

Hamantashen are 
named after Haman.

Some people think that 
Haman had a hat that 
had the shape of a . 

Some people think 
that Haman had 
pockets that looked 
like . And some 
people think that 
Haman had big ears 
that looked like .

Haman and everyone 
else in the Purim 
story lived in the city 
of Shushan. This is a 
picture of Shushan. 
Color all the  in this 
picture blue.

Lindsay is wearing a 
costume. She looks 
like a queen of Persia. 
She makes a beautiful 
Queen Esther.

Esther was a brave 
woman who saved 
the whole Jewish 
people. She is the 
hero of the Purim 
story.

Every beautiful woman in Persia wanted to be the queen but the 
King picked Esther.

Find Esther and 
draw a crown on 
her head. She is 
the woman with 
the hidden .  
A  is made  
out of two .  
A crown has 
three .
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Jason is dressed up as a king. 
He is pretending to be King 
Ahashuerus, the King of 
Persia. Ahashuerus was the 
king who picked Esther to be 
his queen.

Ahashuerus lived in a big 
palace. He liked to give parties. 
Sometimes he drank a little 
too much. And sometimes he 
got lost in his own palace.

Help Ahashuerus 
find the way 
from his 
bedroom to the 
party by drawing 
the path he 
should follow.

This is a megillah. It is a scroll 
that tells the story of Queen 
Esther. A scroll is a book whose 
pages are all sewn into a big 
long roll. On Purim we read the 
Book of Esther from a megillah.

The rabbi is 
reading the 
story of Esther. 
Connect the 
dots to show 
the special 
book he is 
using.
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Andy is pretending to be 
Mordechai. Mordechai was a 
wise Jew. He was Esther’s uncle. 
Mordechai used to sit by the gates 
of the palace.

Once when Mordechai was 
sitting by the gates, he heard two 
men planning to kill the king. 
Mordechai told a guard, and the 
king was saved. 

The king didn’t 
remember 
what 
Mordechai 
had done. He 
forgot to give 
him a reward.

Here is a picture 
of the palace 
gates. Finish 
the picture by 
making the 
right side just 
like the left side.

Mordechai 
told Esther 
not to tell 
anyone that she 
was a Jew. He told 
her to keep it a secret. 
He knew that some 
people in Persia 
hated the Jews. 
Esther did just what 
Mordechai told her.
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Do you remember 
Haman? He was an 
evil man who wanted 
to hurt all the Jews. 
One day Haman talked 
the king into letting 
him kill all of the Jews. 
Haman began to plan.

Mordechai heard of 
Haman’s plans. He sent 
Esther a message. 

Read this secret message.

U  ½  2  go  2  C the 
. Tell the  

that some 1 wants 2 kill U.

In Persia you could only see 
the king if he sent for you. If 
you went to the king on your 
own, you would be killed.

Esther went to the king. He 
had not sent for her. When 
he saw her, he smiled. He 
asked Esther, “What can I do 
for you?” She asked him to come to a party and to bring Haman.

Ari is making noise with a gragger. When 
we read the Megillah we make lots of noise 
every time Haman’s name is read. Together 
the noise we make is louder than Haman’s 
name.

At the 
party 
Esther 
told the 
king 

about Haman’s plan. The 
king ordered that the Jewish 
people should be saved and 
that Haman should be killed.

The gragger teaches us that 
together we are stronger than evil.
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On Purim it 
is mitzvah 
to hear the 
Megillah 
read. It is 
important to 
learn from 
the story of 
Esther and 
her uncle 
Mordechai.

My Comment
One way I can be like Esther and Mordechai is  ______________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ .

On Purim it is a mitzvah to be happy and celebrate. Parties, 
special meals, Hamantashen, costumes, carnivals and graggers 
are all part of the Purim celebration.

My Comment
This Purim I want to dress up as  _________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ .
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On the first Purim Mordechai ordered all Jews to give gifts of 
food to their friends and families. Today we still do as he said. 
We call these gifts Shelah Manot.

My Comment
On person to whom I want to send Shelah Manot is  ___________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ .

Mordechai also told the Jews to give gifts to the poor. Jews try 
to make tzedakah part of every celebration. This special Purim 
tzedakah is called Matanot l’Evyonim.

My Comment
One way I can help the poor is by giving  ____________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ .
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Hamantashen
Ingredients—Dough
2 tablespoons vegetable 

shortening
2 tablespoons butter
⅓ cup sugar
1 egg
1 T. orange juice
½ teaspoon vanilla
1⅓ cups flour
1 teaspoon baking 

powder
pinch of salt
egg wash made of egg 

and water

Fillings
Pie filling, jam or preserves

Directions
1. Preheat the oven to 350º. Grease the baking sheets.
2. Cream together the shortening and sugar. Add the egg and blend 

until smooth. Stir in the orange juice and vanilla.
3. Fold in the flour, salt and baking powder and mix to make a firm but 

soft dough. Cover and let rest ten minutes. Divide dough and work 
with one portion at a time. 

4. Roll out dough on lightly floured board to a thickness of ¼ inch. Use a 3-inch 
cookie cutter and cut into rounds. Brush rounds with egg wash. 

5. Using a spoon, fill each round with the filling. Draw three sides together by 
folding two sides toward the center to form the top and the remaining dough 
toward the center to meet the other edges. Brush with egg wash. 

6. Bake until golden brown, about 18-20 minutes. When done, remove 
Hamentashen from cookie sheet to cool. Makes 3 to 4 dozen.
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