
Amos
The Background:
Joshua led the Jewish people (in their tribal

groupings) into the land of Israel. A series of

judges followed Joshua. During this time the

northern tribes and the southern tribes rarely

cooperated. When the Canaanite threat grew,

the people asked for a king to be their leader

and Samuel appointed Saul. David followed

Saul and really unified the tribes into a nation.

David captured Jerusalem and made Israel

into a powerful nation. During his lifetime,

several of his sons tried to steal his kingdom.

Finally, David’s chosen son, Solomon, suc-

ceeded him. Solomon built the Temple in

Jerusalem, expanded his father’s empire, and

left his kingdom to his son Rehoboam. That is

when the trouble between the northern and

southern tribes pops up again. A rebel named

Jeroboam, who received the support of a

prophet named Ahijah, led the northern tribes

into splitting off. What had been one country

became two. Now in the south there was

Judah and in the north there was Israel. The

split happened some time around 920 B.C.E.

About 150 years later (786-746 B.C.E.), Israel

had a second king named Jeroboam. He was

a pretty powerful king who conquered a few

neighbors and again expanded the empire. It

was during the reign of Jeroboam II that

Amos spoke to the people of Israel.

Meet Amos:
Amos was a shepherd from a town in Judah

(The southern kingdom) called Tekoa. His

whole book may have been spoken in one

day when he showed up at the Temple in

Beth El. Beth El was the capital of Israel (the

northern kingdom). Listen to his words and

follow them on the map on page 2.

Go to the map and put an X on Beth El.
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[1] SYRIA
Put an X on Damascus and lightly shade
in the country of Syria. Syria is an imme-
diate neighbor of Israel and there had
been almost constant fighting between
Israel and Syria. How do you think the
people felt when they heard Syria being
doomed by God?

3. The Eternal said: For three sins 
of Damascus—in fact, for four—
I will not change My mind
after they thrashed Gilead 
with iron sledges.

4. I will set fire to the house of Hazael
and burn down the palaces of Ben-
hadad…

[2] GAZA
Put an X on Ashdod and Ekron, two
major Philistine cities. Then lightly shade
the country of Gaza (a.k.a. Philistia). In
the times of the judges, the Philistines
(who lived in Gaza) were major enemies
of the Families-of-Israel. It was because of
the Philistines’ constant oppression that
the tribes went to Samuel and demanded
a king. It was King David who finally con-
quered them. How do you think the peo-
ple of Israel felt when they heard God
doom Gaza?

6. The Eternal said: For three sins of
Gaza—in fact, for four—
I will not change My mind
because they carried a whole nation
away as captives
and delivered them to Edom…

7. so I will set fire to the walls of Gaza
and burn down its palaces….

[3] TYRE
Put an X on Tyre and Sidon, two major
Phoenician cities. Then lightly shade the
country of Tyre (a.k.a. Phoenica), which is
now Lebanon. It was an ally of King
David. Later, they helped Solomon build
the Temple by providing the cedar
planks. In the time of the Divided
Kingdom (Judah and Israel) Tyre (the
newest name for Phoenicia) became an
enemy of Israel. How do you think the
people of Israel felt when they heard God
doom Tyre?
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9. The Eternal said: For three sins of Tyre—in fact, for four—
I will not change My mind
because they sold their siblings up as slaves
and forgot their family covenant…

10. so I will set fire to the walls of Tyre
and burn down its palaces…

[4] EDOM
Put an X on Basra, a major Edomite city. Then lightly shade
the country of Edom. Edom is made up of the descendents of
Esau. While they caused lots of trouble for Israel, God had for-
bidden the Jewish people to attack them. How do you think
the people of Israel felt when they heard God doom Edom?

11. The Eternal said: For three sins of Edom—in fact, for four—
I will not change My mind
because they chased their own family with swords
and had no pity…So I will set fire to Teman

12. and burn down the palaces of Basra..

[5] AMMON
Put an x on Rabbah, a major Ammonite city. Then lightly shade
the country of Ammon. Ammon is another longstanding enemy
of Israel. Ammon was a son of Abraham’s nephew Lot and one
of his own daughters. As a nation, Ammon fought regularly with
Israel, starting in the time of the Judges. How do you think the
people of Israel felt when they heard God doom Ammon?

13. The Eternal said: For three sins of Ammon—in fact, for
four—
I will not change My mind
because they slashed the women and children of Gilead
so that they could enlarge their border.

14. So I will set fire to the walls of Rabbah
and burn down its palaces…

[6] MOAV
Put an x on Keriot, a major Moabite city. Then lightly shade
the country of Moav. Moav was an ancient enemy of Israel.
When Moses was leading Israel towards the land of Israel,
Balak the king of Moav twice tried to stop them. Ruth, howev-
er, one of the ancestors of King David, was also a Moabite.
Moav was captured by Israel and held until they broke free in
the time of King Ahab. How do you think the people of Israel
felt when they heard God doom Moav?

2.1 The Eternal said: For three sins of Moav—in fact, for four—
I will not change My mind
because they burned the bones of the king of Edom in lime.

2. So I will set fire to Moav
and burn down the palaces of Keriot…

[7] JUDAH
Put an X on Jerusalem, the capital of Judah. Then lightly
shade the country of Judah. Since the split, Israel and Judah
have not been the best of friends—but they have not fought,
either. How do you think the people of Israel felt when they
heard God doom Judah? How is this condemnation different
from all the other statements of doom?

4. The Eternal said: For three sins of Judah—in fact, 
for four—
I will not change My mind
because they have rejected the Torah
and not kept its laws…

5. So I will set fire to Judah
and burn down the palaces of Jerusalem.

[8] ISRAEL
Now, we have gotten to Israel. In what order has Amos’
speech been structured? How do you think the people of
Israel felt when Amos got to them last?

6. The Eternal said: For three sins of Israel—in fact, for
four—
I will not change My mind
because they sell righteous people for silver
and sell the needy for a pair of shoes…

7. They crave owning land,
taking it from the poor.
They act unjustly towards the humble,
and father and son sleep with the same woman,
profaning My Holy Name…

5.2 Israel is fallen
She shall rise no more
She is thrown down upon her land
There is no one to pick her up.
The city that started out as a thousand
shall wind up as a hundred
and that which started out as a hundred,
shall have only ten left—of the house of Israel…

7.11 Jeroboam shall die by the sword
and Israel shall be led away—out of their land—as
captives.

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS::
1. Why does God predict the destruction of each of

these eight nations?

2. How is God’s criticism of Judah and Israel different

from what has been said about the other six nations?
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Justice Stuff
At the heart of Amos’ teaching, was a demand for the Jewish
people to live good and ethical lives. This is the most famous
of his speeches.

14.1 Seek good and not evil—so that you can live
so that the Eternal, the God of Hosts, will be with you.

15. Hate the evil. Love the good.
Make your gate a place of justice.
So it will be that the Eternal, the God of Hosts
will have mercy on the final remnants of Joseph…
(The Eternal says)

21. I hate, I despise your holiday celebrations.
Your feasts do not make Me happy.

22. Even though you offer Me sacrifices and meal offerings—
I will not accept them.
I also will not look at the fat beasts of your peace-offerings.

23. Take the noise of your songs away from Me.
Do not let Me hear the melody of your Psalms of praise.
Instead:

24. Let justice well up as water does.
Let righteousness flow like a mighty stream.

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS::
1. Is Amos against holiday celebrations and sacrifices?

How does he feel about them?

2. What is Amos demanding?

3. What is the meaning of “LET JUSTICE WELL UP AS

WATER DOES. LET RIGHTEOUSNESS FLOW LIKE A

MIGHTY STREAM.”

The Rest of the Story:
When Amos said:

JEROBOAM SHALL DIE BY THE SWORD

AND ISRAEL SHALL BE LED AWAY—OUR OF THEIR LAND—
AS CAPTIVES. (7.11)

Amaziah, the chief priest at Beth El interrupted his

teaching. He told him: “HEY PROPHET, LEAVE, RUN AWAY TO

THE LAND OF JUDAH—EARN YOUR LIVING AS A PROPHET THERE.
BUT DON’T EVER EVEN THINK OF GIVING YOUR PREDICTIONS AT

BETH EL AGAIN. FOR THIS IS THE KING’S SANCTUARY—AND IT

IS A ROYAL HOUSE.” (7.12-13)

Amos then told him. “I AM NOT A PROFESSIONAL PROPHET. I
AM NOT THE SON OF A PROFESSIONAL PROPHET. I EARN MY LIV-
ING AS A SHEPHERD AND BY TENDING SYCAMORE TREES. THE

ETERNAL TOOK ME FROM MY FLOCK AND TOLD ME, ‘GO AND

GIVE THIS PROPHECY TO MY PEOPLE, ISRAEL’” (7.14-15). Then

Amos went on teaching.

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS::
1. What is the difference between Amos and the kinds

of prophets that Amaziah was talking about?

2. Why was Amos in Beth El, speaking the word of the

Eternal? Did he want to be there?

The Hope:
Amos ends his book with these words of hope. This ending of
hope is called a äz˜îÀç‘ð† nehemtah, a statement of comfort. It is
very different from the criticism and predictions that fill the
rest of the book. Amos said:

9.14 I will end the captivity of My people Israel
And they shall rebuild the destroyed cities and live in
them.
They shall plant vineyards and drink the wine that is
made from them.
They shall also plant gardens and eat their fruit.

9.15 I will plant them on their land
and never again will they be plucked up
off the land which I have given them.
This is what the Eternal said.

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS::
How is this last teaching different from all of the previ-

ous teachings?

Why do you think Amos ended his teaching this way? 
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