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Every Jew has a Hebrew 
name. If you do not 
know what your Hebrew 
name is, now is the 
perfect time to f ind out! 

Your teacher will help 
you write your name in 
Hebrew on this line.
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Draw or paste a picture of yourself here.
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n  is called  (kammatz).
sounds like SHA

Meet the  (Shin)

LESSON 1

               

               

n  is called  (patah)

   sounds like SHA

Your teacher will help you meet these  words. Learning 
to say these words now will help you to read them later. 
You will add letters and vowels 
week by week.








4 5

When an Israeli teacher wants you to be 
quiet, she will say .


sounds like

SHA

                          .8

                          .9

            .1

            .2

            .3

Hebrew 
reads 

from right 
to left. 

The arrow 
will point 
the way.

Cross out the word in each line that doesn’t mean “be quiet.”

                      .4

                      .5

                      .6

                      .7

Can you sound these out?

 = 

Practice being an Israeli teacher.



4 5

          .4

            .5

          .6

          .7

Can you sound out these "words"?

              .1

                  .2

                .3

Practice these  combinations.

 =  =  = 

To learn how to write a , turn to 
page 4 of the Classroom Workbook.
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 sounds like BA.

Meet the  (Bet)

LESSON 2




Your teacher will 
help you meet these 
 words.
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Now read and read again.

                             .1

                 .2

                    .3

              .4

            .5

            .6

              .7

              .8

            .9

          .10

 
sounds like 

BA.

To learn how to write a , turn to 
page 5 of the Classroom Workbook.
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There is no Shabbat like Shabbat in Jerusalem.

  

In ancient times King David made 
Jerusalem the capital of Israel. 
Jerusalem is still the capital of 
the modern State of Israel. King 
Solomon built the Holy Temple on a 
hill in Jerusalem. Jerusalem is still a 
holy place for Jews, Christians, and 
Moslems.

Sultan-Caliph Suleyman “the 
Magnificent” built a wall around 
Jerusalem between 1520 and 1566. 
Today, the part of the city that 
is inside these walls is called Ir 
ha-Attika, “The Old City.”

Inside the Old City you will find 
the Kotel ha-Ma’aravi, “The Western 
Wall.” This is the last standing part 
of the ancient Temple. In the Old City 
is the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, 
the place where Christians believe 
that Jesus was buried and came 
back to life. Also in the Old City is 
Haram esh-Sharif, “The Dome of the 
Rock,” where Moslems believe that 
Muhammed went up to heaven. 

The Old City of Jerusalem is filled 
with history and holiness.



Jerusalem
The Old City
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sounds like TA

Meet the  (Tav)

LESSON 3

               

               


Your teacher will help you 
meet these  words.
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              .1

              .2

              .3

                .4

              .5

 = 

Circle the words that say Shabbat.

                                .1

                                .2

                                .3

                                .4



Now 
you 
can 

read…

Practice these sounds with .

To learn how to write a , turn to 
page 7 of the Classroom Workbook.
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Make your way up the Kotel by reading these words and sounds.











 















  





 



The First Temple was built by 
King Solomon. Jews who returned 
from the Babylonian Exile built the 
Second Temple. King Herod rebuilt 
that Temple and made it huge. The 
Kotel, “The Wall,” was a retaining 
wall of Herod’s Temple. It held 
back the dirt so that a huge 
building could be built above. 
Today it is a very holy place for 
Jews who come there to pray. One 
way of praying is to write a hope 
on a slip of paper and place it in 
cracks in the wall.

The Kotel
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n is called  (holam).

 sounds like LO

Meet the                   (Lamed)

LESSON 4

Your teacher will 
help you meet 
these  words.
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              .1

              .2

              .3

              .4

              .5

              .6

                .7

                .8


Sound off!


sounds 
like LA

    
   

To learn how to write a , turn to 
page 10 of the Classroom Workbook.
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 = 
               .1

               .2

            .3

             .4

These men are walking 
through the Jewish Quarter. 
It was once a place filled 
with synagogues and houses 
of study. When the Jordanians 
ruled the city, much of the 
Jewish Quarter was destroyed. 
Since Israel took the Old City 
in 1967 most of the synagogues 
have been rebuilt. The Jewish 
Quarter is again a place of 
Jewish life and Torah learning.

Practice these sounds and words.

14
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            .1

              .2

              .3

              .4

              .5

          .6

                  .7

Practice these words and sounds.

The Old City of Jerusalem is 
divided into four quarters. If 
you come in through the Jaffa 
Gate, you are in the Armenian 
Quarter. Next you will come 
to the Jewish Quarter, which 
includes the Kotel ha-Ma’aravi, “The 
Western Wall.” If you keep going 
you will find yourself in the 
Muslim Quarter, which is the 
largest quarter. Finally, you will 
come to the Christian Quarter, 
which is filled with many churches 
that tell the story of the death of 
Jesus.

The Four Quarters of Jerusalem
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                                                              .5

                                                              .6

                                                           .7

                                                           .8

                                            .9

+

 =  = 

Cross out all the sounds that don’t match the first one.

Now read this!

This would be a perfect time to take out the post-
ers 
and review all the words you’ve learned.

            .1

            .2

            .3

          .4
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 sounds like MA

Meet the  (Mem)

LESSON 5

               

               

n  is called  (hirik).

sounds like ME

Your teacher will 
help you meet 
these  words.
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  .1

  .2

  .3

  .4

  .5

  .6

  .7

          .8

Now 
you can 
read…



Practice these sounds 
and words with  and .

To learn how to write a , turn to 
page 13 of the Classroom Workbook.
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  .1

  .2

  .3

  .4

  .5

Now we can learn the tiniest vowel. Here it is:

It goes under its letter like this:


n

 = 
 = 
 = 
 = 
 = 

Make these "ee" sounds.

Sometimes it is followed

by the tiniest letter, like this.


nis called a 

sounds like SHE.
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The Dead Sea is the perfect place to 
meet a family.

 

The Dead Sea is the saltiest 
sea in the world. It is a 
place where everyone floats. 
It is also the lowest place in 
Israel, 1,300 feet below the 
level of the oceans.

Legends say that the Dead 
Sea was the location of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. 
These cities were destroyed, 
but today the Dead Sea is 
a place of health. People 
come to sit in the warm 
sun, take mineral baths, and 
cover themselves with black 
mud. The mud and the 
minerals are good for the 
skin.

In Hebrew the Dead Sea is 
called Yam ha-Melah, “The 
Salt Sea.”

The Dead Sea
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n  is called  (sh’va).

 sounds like “D”

Meet the  (Dalet)

               

               

LESSON 6



 
Your teacher will help you 
meet these  words.
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  .1

  .2

  .3

  .4

  .5

  .6

  .7

  .8

Practice these lines with  sounds on them.


sounds like

DOE.

To learn how to write a , turn to 
page 15 of the Classroom Workbook.
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 = 

 = 

 = 

 = 

 = 

Draw lines to connect similar sounds.

























Here is the quietest vowel in the whole world. 

   

Surprise! 
You can 

now read 
these 

words.
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Take a ride 
and go 
from 

 to 

.

24
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  sounds like AH

Meet the  (Alef)

LESSON 7

               

               

n  is called  (hataf patah).

sounds like AH

Your teacher will 
help you meet 
these  words.






1
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  .1

  .2

                  .3

                      .4

 = 
This voweln is called a . 
We say it just like then, the .

The word  has a  at the begining.
Can you find the word  on this page?

If you want to read these, here’s a secret: 

Just read the vowel, not the .

  .5

  .6

  .7

  .8
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Masada is a mountain near the 
Dead Sea. King Herod made 
himself a palace on top of it. 
The only way up was by climbing 
a long winding path called “The 
Snake Path.” In 66 C.E. the Zealots, 
a group of Jewish freedom fighters, 
escaped from Jerusalem where 
the Romans were besieging that 
city and took over Masada. Even 
though the Romans tried hard 
to make them surrender, they 
defended themselves on this 
mountain top until the year 73. 
The Romans had to build a huge 
ramp up one side of the mountain 
before the Jews could be made to 
surrender.

Today a cable car takes visitors 
easily to the top. When you visit 
Masada you still see some of the 
luxuries that Herod had built and 

some of the things that 
the Zealots created for 
their religious needs. You 
can also look down and 
see where the Romans 
built their camps. There 
were less than 1,000 
Jews on Masada. The 
Romans used more than 
15,000 people to defeat 
them.

Masada
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.1

.2

.3

.4

.5

.6

.7








Name the letters in the first column. 
Then “read” all the words on these lines.



1


The 
Dead
Sea

To learn how to write an , turn to 
page 19 of the Classroom Workbook.
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 sounds like NA

Meet the  (Nun)

LESSON 8

               

               

Your teacher will help you 
meet these  words. 
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  .1

  .2

  .3

  .4

Practice these lines with our new letter .



  .5

  .6

  .7

Try these Siddur words.

To learn how to write a , turn to 
page 21 of the Classroom Workbook.


