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Here are some websites that offer you the chance to send e-cards.

http://www.egreetingz.com/religion/jewish/rosh_hashanhah/

http://www/roshhashanah-cards.com/

http://gl.greetings.123india.com/cgi-bin/newcardds/showthumbs.pl?ql=esep)roshhashanah&log=india123

http://www.cyberspaceholidays.com/roshhashanah/

http://www.nmajh.org/exhibitions/postcard_rosh/sendapostcard.htm

Design your own e-card that could be sent to friends.
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The Mitzvah of Greeting
In the book of Ruth we find this verse:

And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said to the reapers:  

“God be with you.” And they answered him: “God bless you.” (Ruth 2:4)

Based on this verse, the rabbis said it is a mitzvah to be like Boaz and greet every person cheerfully. Jews 
have lots of greetings. Different occasions have different greetings.
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Match the Greeting and the Occasion
	 Mazal Tov Rosh ha-Shanah

 Tzom Kal (an easy fast) Every Day

 Hag Sameyah (Happy Festival) �0 Days of Repentence

 Hag Kasher v’Sameyah (A Kosher and Happy Festival) A Simhah (happy occasion)

 Shanah Tovah Tikatayvu (Have Good Year—Be Written) Sukkot, Hanukkah, Purim, Passover, etc.

 Shalom (Peace) Yom Kippur

 Gamar Hatimah Tovah (Be Finished with a Good Seal) Passover

Rosh ha-Shanah Greeting Cards
The custom of sending good wishes for someone to 
be inscribed for a good year started in medieval times 
among German Jews. During the fifteenth century, 
around Rosh ha-Shanah, German Jews used to send 
written greetings to family and friends. These letters 
used to end with: “May you be inscribed for a good 
year.” In addition, the Maharal,	Rabbi	Judah	Loew	of	
Prague (fifteenth century), decreed that any personal 
letters written during the month of Elul	should 
include a message noting that the writer is praying 
on behalf of friends for them being inscribed in the 
book of life for the coming year. From this, it became 
common in the Diaspora (countries outside of 
Israel) to send such messages. In the late nineteenth 
century in Eastern Europe the new year’s greeting 
card industry began. This was the beginning of the 
custom of sending new year’s cards.

Rosh ha-Shanah cards are usually decorated with 
traditional holiday pictures such as a shofar or apples 
and honey. Sending new year’s cards has become a 
popular trend over the years. During this time of the 
year there are different greetings and hopes to wish 
each other.
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Here are pictures of a variety of cards from 
the turn of the century. Notice the details 
in each.  One shows the tree of life 
abundant with different Yiddish phrases, 
and a Torah scroll almost holding the tree.  

 Notice the card with services on the 
bimah is surrounded by beautiful flowers.  

 and  We also have two cards with 
the image of the American eagle in the 
background and a woman dressed in the 
American flag. What message do you 
think these cards are trying to send? What 
symbols or messages would you add to 
your card?
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