
Ushpizin: On Pesah we invite Elijah into our home and to 
our seder. On Sukkot we also invite guests into our sukkah. 
We invite Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, David, Moses and 
Aaron. Some traditions invite Sarah, Rebecca, Leah, Rachel, 
Miriam, Deborah and Ruth. Each night of Sukkot a different 
male and sometimes female ancestor comes and visits our 
sukkah the way Elijah the prophet does on Pesah. 

Sukkot I: Symbols
The Whole-School Holiday Curriculum

by Carrie Hearshen

Five days after Yom Kippur ends we begin Sukkot. 
Sukkot is the fifteenth through the twenty-first of 
the Hebrew month of Tishrei. Sukkot is the festival 
of booths. It is seven or eight days long. During 
Sukkot we build a sukkah. We go to synagogue 
and we pray for rain as our ancestors did in the 
wilderness. We have fun as a family. 
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Draw the 
people you 
would invite 
into your 
Sukkah. 
Then tell the 
class why 
you would 
invite your 
grandparents, 
your teacher, 
your doctor, 
the mailman, 
your dog or 
your cat.
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A sukkah is a 
hut or a booth that 
Jews build for Sukkot. 
The roof of the sukkah 
is made of branches. 
This is called skhakh. 
Some people use palm 
branches, corn husks or 
tree branches. We see 

the stars through the branches. It is a mitzvah to eat in the 
sukkah. Some people sleep there. We decorate the sukkah 
with pictures, paper chains and fruit.

The sukkah reminds us of the homes the Jews built during 
the harvest season. The sukkah also reminds us of when the 
Jewish people lived in sukkot while in the wilderness.

Sukkot is a harvest festival. 
Jews would go into the fields and pick 
grains and vegetables. They would 
stay in the field and sleep in the 
sukkah. During Sukkot we remember 
what the Jewish people did so many 
years ago.

Sukkot is also a pilgrimage festival. 
During Sukkot Jews used to go to the 
Temple and offer gifts of food to God. 
In Jerusalem there were not enough 
rooms, so Jews slept in Sukkot.

A lulav is made up of four 
kinds of branches—lulav, 
a palm branch, hadas willow 
branches and aravah myrtle 
branches. We hold one lulav, three 
hadasim and two aravot branches 
together to make our lulav. We 
say a blessing and shake the lulav 
with the etrog in all directions to 
remind us that God is everywhere. 
We shake the lulav and etrog 
everyday except for Shabbat.

An etrog is a citrus fruit. It looks 
like a lemon. It smells pretty. We hold 
the etrog with the lulav when we 
shake. An etrog is a special fruit that 
we use on Sukkot. Some people make 
jam with it after the holiday. Some 
people use it as a spice. 

CraCk the Code
Can you figure out what these three  

Sukkot words are? Use the code to help you.

A B C D E F G J H I K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
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