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The Whole-School Holiday Curriculum

by Carrie Hearshen
Sukkot II: Sukkot Takes Us Three 
Places

The Jewish 
people lived in 
sukkot three 
different times 
in history. On 
Sukkot we 
remember each 
of these times.

Draw a picture of where this sukkah 
could take you in Jewish history. 
Remember, every generation of 
Jews built (or will build) sukkot.
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We remember the Jewish people 
traveling in the desert for forty years. We 
remember that they lived in huts when 
they were going through the wilderness. 
Sukkot remembers how the Jewish people 
became the nation of Israel. Sukkot 
remembers our strength as a people.

We remember when the Jewish people lived 
in huts when they were gathering their 
harvest. Many times people lived too far 
away from their fields to go and come back 
each day. Instead of making the long trip 
home they built sukkot to live in while they 
gathered their crops. Sukkot remembers 
the harvest time of the year, and we eat 
special vegetables and fruits to celebrate this 
season. 

Many years ago there was a special place where 
the Jewish people prayed. It was called the 
Temple. Three times a year—Sukkot, Pesah 
and Shavuot—Jews from all over would go to 
Jerusalem to the Temple. At the Temple they 
would offer gifts of their finest fruits and 
vegetables to God. Many of the Jews who went up 
to the Temple spent their time while in Jerusalem 
living in sukkot.

In the times when all Jews came to the Temple, 
Sukkot was the biggest and most important 
holiday of the year. It was a time filled with 
dancing, music and parties. When we celebrate in 
the sukkah we are taken back to the time of the 
celebrations in Jerusalem.
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