
Hanukkah is the holiday when we remember the Maccabees. 
They were Jews who fought for freedom. We also remember 
that the oil lasted eight days. Each of the things we do on 
Hanukkah reminds us about the oil. 
When the Greeks made the Temple unclean the Maccabees found 
only a little bit of oil. It was only enough for one day. Somehow it 
lasted for eight days. This is the miracle of Hanukkah.

Hanukkah I: The Symbols of Hanukkah
The Whole-School Holiday Curriculum

Hanukkah Foods
There are two foods that we 
eat on Hanukkah. Both are 
fried in oil. The oil reminds 
us of the story of the oil. 
One of the foods is jelly 
donuts. These are called 
sufganiot in Hebrew. 
The other food is a potato 
pancake. We call these 
levivot in Hebrew and latkes 
in Yiddish. Some people eat 
them with applesauce or 
sour cream. 
Both of these foods are really 
delicious!

Lighting the Hanukkiyah
OH NO! The shamash candle cannot 
find its way to the Hanukkiyah. Help it 
get to the Hanukkiyah in time to light 
the candles for the eighth night of 
Hanukkah.
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The Hanukkiyah 
is the candle holder that we 
use on Hanukkah. It has eight 
places for flames, one light for 
each day the oil lasted. It has one 
more place for the Shamash. The 
Shamash is the “helper candle.” 
We use it to light the other 
candles.
We light the Hanukkiyah for 
eight nights. We 
use it every night of 
Hanukkah.
A Hanukkiyah can be 
made out of anything 
that will not burn. 
It can be clay. It can 
be a baseball bat. A 
Hanukkiyah can even be 
made out of sink parts.
Lighting a Hanukkiyah 
reminds us of the miracle 
of the oil lasting eight 
days. 

A Dreidle is a spinning top with 
four sides. In Hebrew we call a dreidle a 
sevivon. On each side there is a Hebrew 
letter, Nun, Gimmel, Hey or Shin. This 
stands for Nes Gadol Hayah Sham, “A great 
miracle happened there.” The “miracle” 
is the miracle of Hanukkah. The “there” is 
Israel, where the Maccabees won and the 
oil lasted for eight nights.
On Hanukkah we play a dreidle game. 
Everyone gets nuts, candy or money to 
use. To start, each player must put one 
item in the center.

Gelt or 
Gifts
Once people got 
money as Hanukkah 
gifts. It was called 
“gelt.” It was a small 
amount of money and was used 
to play dreidle. Today people 
give and get presents during the 
holiday.

How to Play Dreidle

Each person has a 
turn spinning the 
dreidle.

When the dreidle 
lands on  Nun, 
the spinner gets 
nothing. 

When it lands on  
 Gimmel, the 
spinner gets it all! 

When it lands on 
 Hey, the spinner 
gets half. 

When it lands on  
 Shin, the spinner 
must add to the pot. 

Have fun playing!

Who Won the Game?
Circle the people who took out of the pot.

Mom Ari Sara Dad

Savta David Miriam Ima

Circle the person who put into the pot.

Circle the person who did not put in or take out.

Natan Father Ami Debi
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