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Seder means order. Just 
as there is an order to the 
Passover seder, Hanukkah 
has its own order. There is a 
fixed order to many things 
that we do in Judaism, such 
as the way we pray and 
the way that we bring in 
Shabbat.  The Hanukkah 
ritual is, of course, much 
shorter than the Passover 
seder, yet it does have a 
fixed order of blessings and 
the way things should be 
done. 

Each candle and each 
blessing has a purpose. 
On Hanukkah we say three 
blessings the first night and 
two the second through 
the eighth night, and 
each night we sing songs. 
Throughout this lesson we 
will be learning the prayers 
and learning different songs 
that help to enhance our 
Hanukkah experience.

Hanukkah IV: Hanukkah Brakhot
The Whole-School Holiday Curriculum

by Joel Lurie Grishaver and Carrie Hearshen
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Filling the Hanukkiyah
Set to the Left, Place to the Right:

• Place the Shamash in its holder
• Place the candle for the first night 

in the far right holder (this is the 
setup for the first night).

• On the second night repeat steps 
one and two and add a candle in 
the next holder toward the left of 
the first night‘s candle.

• On each new night, continue to 
add one candle toward the left 
until all eight holders are filled.

Lighting the Candles
• Light the Shamash.
• Say the blessings.
• Using the Shamash, light the 

newest candle first.
• When all candles are lit, place the 

Shamash back in its holder.
• Sing songs, play dreidle and have 

fun!

Create your own!
The celebration of Hanukkah focuses 
on the lighting of the Hanukkiyah. 
It is a special time for families and 
friends to come together to sing, eat, 
play games and enjoy each other‘s 
company. While there are a number of 
traditional songs, prayers and stories, 
you can create your own! Please create 
your own song, prayer or story for at 
least one of the nights of Hanukkah. 
Use the space to the right, or a 
separate piece of paper.

How many 
candles are 
used during 
Hanukkah? 

Remember to 
add a Shamash 
to each night.
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 commanded =  God’s name = 
 of =  God’s name = 
 that/which/who = 

 name =  the = 
 us/our/we =   



  





word parts

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________      

words

Review the vocabulary and make your best guess at the meaning of the first blessing.



      Take your best guess at 
the meaning of this blessing. 
Your teacher will help you 
with your translation.



  .1

  .2

  .3

  .4

  .5

Practice the words and phrases for the first blessing over the Hanukkah candles.



the first blessing
The first blessing that we say defines the act of lighting the Hanukkiyah as a mitzvah.
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________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Review the vocabulary and make your best guess at the meaning of the second blessing.



      Take your best guess at 
the meaning of this blessing. 
Your teacher will help you with 
your translation.



word parts

that/which = 
to = 
in = 

the = 
us/our/we = 

words

 them =   God’s name = 
 this =  God = 
  miracles = 

  .1

  .2

  .3

  .4

Practice the words and phrases from the second Hanukkah blessing.

the second blessing
The second blessing thanks God for the original miracle of Hanukkah that we are now remembering. It 
defines Hanukkah as the remembering of when God performed miracles.



Hanukkah at  
Valley Forge

It was mid-winter at Valley Forge. Everyone was cold. Frostbite was widespread. Everyone had given 
up hope. George Washington was depressed. One night, looking for inspiration, Gen. Washington 
went for a walk through the camp. He found one Jewish member of the Continental Army lighting 
his Hanukkiyah. The soldier explained Hanukkah, Judah Maccabee, and everything to the general. 
Washington found his courage in the process—enough to stand up when the boat crossed the 
Delaware River. Later, the first President sent this Jewish soldier a silver menorah (probably made by 
his friend Paul Revere in Boston) as a gift of appreciation, along with a letter that said “Judaism has a 
lot to offer the world. You should be proud to be a Jew.” 

Modern American Folktale

Questions
1. What about the story of Hanukkah inspired George Washington?

2. How does knowing this story help you point your heart when you say the Hanukkah brakhot?
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word parts

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

words

Review the vocabulary and make your best guess at the meaning of the Sheheheyanu blessing.


      Take your best guess at the 
meaning of this blessing. Your 
teacher will help you with your 
translation.



 the =  to = 
 that/which =  in = 

us/our/we = 

 arrive =  God’s name = 
 this =  God’s name = 
 maintain/support/keep = 



     .1

     .2

     .3

  .4

Practice the words and phrases from the third Hanukkah blessing by practicing these new words in parts.

the third blessing
The third blessing that we say on the first night only is the Sheheheyanu. We say this blessing at the 
beginning of every major Jewish experience. It reminds us that we are entering a special time, and it thanks 
God for continuing our lives.

Now practice the whole blessing.
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  .1

  .2

  .3

  .4

  .5

  .6

  .7

  .8


  .1

  .2

  .3

  .4

  .5

  .6

  .7

  .8

  .9

Who can retell the things that befell us?
Who can count them?
In every age a hero or sage
Came to our aid.

Hark!
In those days of yore in Israel’s ancient land.
Maccabeus led the faithful band.
But now all Israel must as one arise.
Redeem itself through deed and sacrifice.

Rock of Ages let our song 
Praise Your saving power;
You amid the raging foes,
Were our sheltering tower
Furious they assailed us,
But Your arm availed us,
And Your word broke their sword,
When our own strength failed us.

Some  
Hanukkah 
songs to  

Read
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Barukh Attah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melekh ha-Olam, Asher Kidshanu B’mitzvotav 
V’tzivanu l’Hadlik Ner shel Hanukkah.

Praised are You Eternal, our God, Ruler of the Cosmos, who made us holy 
through the mitzvot, and made it a mitzvah to kindle the Hanukkah lights.

Hanukkah Blessings




Barukh Attah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melekh ha-Olam, She-asah Nissim la-Avoteinu, Ba-
Yamim ha-Hem, ba-Z’man ha-Zeh.

Praised are You Eternal, our God, Ruler of the Cosmos, who made miracles 
for our anscestors in their days at this very time of year.




Barukh Attah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melekh ha-Olam, She-he-he’yanu, v’Kiy’manu, 
v’Higiyanu la-Zman ha-Zeh.

Praised are You Eternal, our God, Ruler of the Cosmos,  
who keeps us in life, sustains us, and helps us reach this time.
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This blessing is said every night.

This blessing is said only on the first  night.

This blessing is said every night.


