
On Purim we 
read Megillat 
Esther, the 
scroll with the 
story of Esther. 
Esther was the 
Jewish queen 
who saved the 
Jewish people 
in the town of 
Shushan, Persia, 
many years ago. 
Purim celebrates 
her story. Each 
of the Purim 
objects helps us 
remember the 
story of Purim.

Purim I: The Symbols of Purim
The Whole-School Holiday Curriculum

Mitzvot on Purim
There are three  mitzvot that we fulfill on Purim. 

One of them is giving Shelah 
Manot to friends and family. 
Shelah Manot are gift baskets or 
plates filled with foods. 

Another is giving Matanot 
L’Evyonim, gifts to the poor. 

These gifts can be food, money or even clothing. We give gifts 
to the poor because it is what Mordecai had the Jews do when 
they won the war against Haman. 

The third is to listen to  
the reading of the Megillah. 
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Find the hidden 
Megillah, grogger, 
Hamantashen, and 
a gift basket in the 
picture.



Hamantashen 
are cookies in the shape of a 
triangle. This shape reminds 
us of the evil Haman who tried 
to kill the Jewish people. Some 
say that he wore a hat in the 
shape of a triangle. Some say 
that his ears were in the shape 
of a triangle. In Hebrew we call 
these cookies Oznei Haman or 
Haman’s Ears. Hamantashen 
are good to eat, and they 
remind us of the evil Haman.

Costumes and 
Carnivals On 
Purim we dress up. We wear 
costumes to look like cartoon 
characters or famous people. 
Sometimes, boys dress up to 
look like Ahasuerus. Girls 
dress up to look like Queen 
Esther. We also have parties 
and carnivals where there are 
games and rides. Wearing 
costumes and having parties 
remind us that we should have 
fun on Purim because we won. 

A Grogger is a noise 
maker that we use on Purim. 
In Hebrew it is a ra’ashan. We 
use this grogger while we 
are listening to the Megillah 
being read. We do not want 
to hear Haman’s name. When 
his name is read we use the 
grogger to block out the sound 
of his name. It helps us to 
remember the terrible things 
he wanted to do to the Jewish 
people. It helps us remember 
that he didn’t win.

Match the object with the person or thing it helps us remember.

Haman Esther
Jews defeated 

Haman Hamatashen Grogger Megillah

 
The Megillah  
is a scroll that tells a story. A 
scroll is a book whose 
pages are sewn into a 
long roll.  

 

Like the Torah, 
the Megillah is 
written by hand, and 
we say a blessing before 
and after we read it. It 
is a mitzvah to read the 
Megillah. Reading the 
Megillah helps us remember 
the story of Purim.


