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Purim II: The Story of Purim
The Whole-School Holiday Curriculum

King Ahasuerus 
was a powerful 
ruler. Once he 
gave a party for all 
the important men 
in his kingdom. 
At the same time 
his wife, Queen 
Vashti, gave a 
party for all the 
important women. 
King Ahasuerus 
asked Vashti to 
come to visit his 
party. She told him 
“NO!”

by Carrie Hearshen



The king asked his advisors what he 
should do about a queen who would not 
obey him. They advised him to get a new 
queen. The king decided to choose a new 
queen. He sent out a royal command that 
all the beautiful women in the kingdom 
must come to the palace.

Esther was a very beautiful Jewish 
woman. She had no parents. Her uncle 
Mordecai took care of her. Before she 
followed the king’s order to come to 
the palace, her uncle told her, “Do not 
tell anyone that you are a Jew.” Of all 
the beautiful women in the kingdom, 
Ahasuerus chose Esther to be his new 
queen.

2

Why do you 
think Mordecai 

didn’t want 
Esther to tell 

anyone that she 
was Jewish?

Find the Jewish 
Things Esther Hid 
Before She Saw the 
King!
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Every day Mordecai sat in front of 
the palace gates. One day he heard 
two men plan to kill the king. He 
told the king’s guards. Ahasuerus’ 
life was saved! 

Haman was one of the 
king’s advisors. The 
king made Haman 
his chief advisor. 
The king made it a 
royal command that 
everyone must bow 
down to Haman. 

Jews don’t bow down 
to humans. Mordecai 
wouldn’t bow down 
to Haman. Haman 
was angry. He hated 
Mordecai. He hated all 
Jews. He asked the king 
to let him kill all the 
Jews. 
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King Ahasuerus listened to Haman. 
Haman pulled Purim, lots, out of a hat to 
pick a date to get even. It became a royal 
command that all Jews would be killed 
on the 13th day of the month of Adar. 
Mordecai went to see Esther. He told her 
that she must go to the king and tell him 
to save the Jewish people.

Esther was afraid, but 
she still went to see the 
king. He was glad to see 
her. She asked him to 
come to a party and to 
bring Haman. He said 
“Yes.” 
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Write Esther’s Prayer
Write the prayer  Esther said before she went to see the King.

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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One night the king couldn’t 
sleep. He had his servants read to 
him. They read from the book of 
court records. The king learned 
that Mordecai had once saved 
the king’s life but had received 
no reward. 

The king sent for Haman. He 
asked him, “How should I honor 
a person?” Haman thought that the king wanted to honor him. 
He said, “Dress the person in the king’s clothes and have him led 
through the streets on the king’s horse.” The king said, “Do all this 
for Mordecai”.

What is 
the shortest 

path to touch 
all the dots?

Show Haman the Path to Take to Lead      Mordecai through the Whole City
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Haman and the king came to Esther’s party. Esther told the king, 
“Someone wants to kill me and all my people.” He asked, “Who?” 
She said, “Haman.” The king got rid of Haman and made Mordecai 
his chief advisor. Everything was okay.”
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Write an Ending of the Purim Story
What would happen next?  ________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________



Mordecai and Esther made the day of the victory into a celebration. 
The day on which all Jews were supposed to be killed became the 
holiday of Purim. Mordecai and Esther told the people to celebrate, 
to give gifts to each other, and to give gifts to the poor, too.
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How We Remember the Story
Match the Purim custom with the idea it helps us remember.

 Haman, the bad guy The name: Purim, lots

 Esther, the Hero       Hamantashen

 We beat Haman       The Megillah

 The bad day became good       The Grogger

Esther and 
Mordecai were 

proud to be 
Jewish. What do 

you love most 
about being 

Jewish?
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Number the Purim Story in the Correct Order

Esther tells the 
king about 
Haman.

King kicks out 
Haman.

Esther is new 
queen.

Haman plans to 
murder the Jews.

Esther invites the 
king and Haman 
to party.

Vashti will not 
come.

Mordecai sends 
Esther to the king.

Ahasuerus has a 
party.

Mordecai will 
not bow down to 
Haman.


