
Rob didn’t want to go. His mother and 
father made him do it. His mother said, 

“It is the right thing to do.” His father 
said, “It is a mitzvah.” It was all 

Mrs. Kelman’s idea. She was 
his Hebrew school teacher. 

Rob had to do it because it 
was a school project.

Mrs. Kelman said: “It is 
a Jewish thing to do.” 
She sent a letter home 

with every student. 
Rob brought the 
letter home. His 
mother read it 
and wrote her 
name on it. Rob 
brought it back 
to school. Then 

Mrs. Kelman 
wrote Rob’s name 

on the Purim Project 
list. Now he had to go.

The people working on the Purim Project met after Sunday school. Rob was 
scared. He didn’t want to visit strangers. He didn’t know what he would say. He 
just didn’t want to go.
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Five cars left the synagogue. Rob, David, Ari, Tamar 
and Heather went with Heather’s mother. They had to 
make five stops. Mrs. Lurie was the last. It was Rob’s 
turn to carry the plate of food up the stairs.

Mrs. Lurie was old. She lived alone. She smiled 
when she opened the door. Rob didn’t have to say 

anything. Mrs. Lurie did a lot of talking. She 
brought everyone a cookie and a glass of water. 

She brought Heather’s mother hot tea in 
a glass. She told the story of how she 

dressed as Esther when she was seven 
years old. Her mother had to work 
all night to finish her costume. 
Rob liked Mrs. Lurie.

Rob wanted to see Mrs. Lurie 
again. Rob made his mother call 

Mrs. Lurie and invite her to dinner. 
His mother didn’t want to do it. But 

Rob said, “It is a mitzvah.” Then he said, 
“It is the right thing to do.” At dinner, 

Mrs. Lurie sat next to Grandpa 
Halperin. They liked each other.

After dinner everyone went to hear 
the reading of the Megillah. Mrs. 

Lurie brought her own grogger. It 
was big and made of wood. Rob sat 
between Mrs. Lurie and Grandpa 
Halperin. He had a good time. 
Mrs. Lurie made the most noise of 
anyone.

1. What is the Hebrew name of 
a Jewish thing to do?

2. What mitzvah did the Purim 
Project perform?

3. What mitzvah did Rob and 
his family perform?



  

Shelah Manot and 
Matanot L’Evyonim
It is a tradition on Purim to give 
Shelah Manot to friends and 
family. To perform this mitzvah 
we are suppose to send a gift with 
at least two different kinds of food 
to at least two different people. 
Sometimes these gifts are carried 
by a Shaliah, a messenger. In the 
story, The Purim Project, Rob was 
the Shaliah. 

There is another Purim 
mitzvah, which is 
sending gifts of food to 
people you do not know, 
the homeless and poor. 
This mitzvah is called 
Matanot L’Evyonim, gifts 
to the poor. Some people 
give food, others give 
money, and some give 
clothes or blankets.

Woman Receives Food from New York Food Bank
A woman receives a supply of free food from the Westside Campaign 
Against Hunger’s food pantry on West 86th Street. The non-profit 
organization was founded as part of the New York City Coalition 
Against Hunger (NYCCAH). 

List some 
good ways of giving 
Matanot L’Evyonim in 

your community.
List some people to 

whom you would like 
your family to send 

Shaloah Manot.
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There is also the tradition to put on a Purim shpeil, or a Purim play. This tradition 
dates back to the times of the Talmud. This is a time to show your talent: acting, 
music making, and comedy. The Purim Shpiel is a way to make fun of the world 
around you. A Purim Shpiel tells the story of Purim but add all kinds of jokes and 
extra funny things.

Imagine that you are putting on a Purim Spiel
1. What extra character would you like to be part of the story? _________________________

2. What place other than Shushan would you use to set the story? ______________________

3. What are two things about your synagogue you would like to make fun of? ____________

  ____________________________________________________________________________

4. What are two things about the world you would like to make fun of? __________________

  ____________________________________________________________________________

The Purim Shpiel


