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What are 
the Four?
At the end of the 
book of Esther King 
Ahashuerus is very 
busy. He orders that 
Haman be executed; 
permits the Jews to 
fight back and save 
their own lives; and 
appoints Mordecai his 
chief advisor. In the 
last few verses, after 
all the fighting is over 
and after all the drama 
is finished, Mordecai 
writes a letter to Jews 
all over the world. In 
that letter the rabbis 
of the Talmud found 
the four things a Jew 
should do on Purim. 
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Feasting and joy Reading the Megillah

Neighbors sending presents Shelah Manot

Gifts to the poor Feasting

These days should be remembered and observed Matanot l’Evyonim

Mordecai wrote about these things and sent letters to all 
the Jews who were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, 
both near and far, to fix for them that they should keep the 
fourteenth and fifteenth day of the month of Adar—every 
year—every single year—as days on which the Jews were 
saved from their enemies. The month of Adar has been turned 
from sorrow to joy, from mourning to a holiday. The Jews 
should make them days of feasting and joy, of neighbors 
sending presents to one another and days of gifts to the 
poor. And the Jews accepted as responsibilities that which 

they had already begun to do and that which Mordecai 
wrote to them…that these days should be remembered 
and observed in every generation, in every family, in every 
province, and in every city. (Esther 9.20-22.28)

Match the Biblical text  
and the Mitzvah

Can you find the four Purim mitzvot?
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Matanot L’Evyonim  
and Shelah Manot
Rabbi Joseph taught: A person 
must send at least two different 
kinds of food to each of his or her 
friends, because it says in the book 
of Esther: “They should make 
them days…of neighbors sending 
presents to one another.”

A person must send gifts to at least two different poor 
people because it says in the book of Esther: “They should 
make them days…of gifts to the poor.” (Megillah 7a)

The Choice
Maimonides says it is better for a person to spend money on 
Matanot l’Evyonim, gifts to the poor, than on a Se’udat Purim, 
a Purim meal, or on Shelah Manot, gifts to friends. There 
is no greater joy or more wonderful feeling than the joy of 
making orphans, widows, and strangers happy. A person who 
gladdens the heart of these unhappy people imitates God, just 
as we are taught in the book of Isaiah 57.15: “I (God) revive the 
spirit of the humble and give hope to the crushed.”

Feasting
It is a mitzvah to eat, 
drink and feast on 
Purim. This is done 
with a Purim Se’udah, 
a meal held closer 
to the evening. As with 
other Jewish meals, we 
eat bread on this day 
and we say the Birkhat  
ha-Mazon, the Blessings 
after Meals.

How does the word 
“presents” clue Rabbi Joseph 

that Shelah Manot must have at 
least two kinds of food?
How did the word “gifts” 

teach Rabbi Joseph that a Jew 
should give gifts to at least 
two different poor people?
In your opinion, if a person 
only had enough money to 

do one of these mitzvot, 
which one is more important? 

Explain why.

How does Isaiah 
57.15: “I (God) revive 

the spirit of the humble 
and give hope to the 
crushed” connect to 

Matanot l'Evyonim?
Explain why 

Maimonides thinks 
Matanot L'Evyonim are 

more important.

How 
does this 
meal act 
out the 
story of 
Purim?



Reading of the Megillah
Another mitzvah of Purim is the reading and 
hearing of the Megillah. It is a mitzvah to hear 
every word of the Megillah. Before and after 
the reading of the Megillah there are blessings 
that are recited by the reader. It is customary 
to fold the scroll and read it like a letter rather 
than rolling it up like a Torah. When Haman’s 
name is read everyone breaks into a loud noise 
to block out the hearing of his name. This is 
done to let it be as if his name is erased. There 
is a special trope, cantillation, for the reading 
of the Megillah. The verses listing the names of 
Haman’s sons are read in one breath because 
they were all killed together. 

Please read and practice this blessing that we say before hearing the words of the 
Megillah read.

Review the vocabulary and make your best guess at the meaning of this blessing.









_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________      



      Take your best guess at 
the meaning of this blessing. 
Your teacher will help you 
with your translation.
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 God’s name = 
 God’s name = 
 that/which/who = 
 commanded = 

words
 us/our/we = 
 the = 
 name = 

word parts


