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Passover III: Two Passover Stories
The Whole-School Holiday Curriculum

A Jew came to Rabbi 
Akiba Eger of Posen on 
the evening of the fi rst 
seder. He was very 
nervous and in a rush. 
“Rabbi, I have a very 
important question for 
you. Am I allowed to 
drink four cups of milk 
at the seder instead of 
four cups of wine?”
The rabbi was shocked 
by this question. “Why 
would you want to 
drink four cups of milk 
instead of four cups of 
wine? Are you crazy?”
“No, Rabbi,” the man 
said. “I need to have 
milk because I do not 
have enough money 
to buy the wine for the 
seder.”
The rabbi shook his 
head and said, “You 
are not allowed to use 
any substitute for wine 
except for grape juice.” Then the rabbi reached into his pocket and pulled out 
some money. “Please take this money and buy some wine for the seder.”
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Rabbi Levi Yitzhak 
could not fall back 
asleep. In the morning 
at synagogue, the rabbi 
asked people who 
Yankel was. He was a 
poor and simple man. 
He met Yankel and 
asked him, “Please 
tell me how you 
celebrated your seder 
last night.” Yankel was 
embarrassed. He told 
the rabbi exactly how 
he celebrated. He said, 
“I don’t know how to 
observe a seder, so I 
fi lled a glass with wine 
and I said to God, 
“God, you are so kind 
and giving. I am just a 
poor man. What can I 
do for you because you 
have done so much for 
me?” Then I drank the 
wine and fell asleep.”

Rabbi Levi Yitzhak listened to 
Yankel and said, “You observed 
and celebrated the seder perfectly 
because you truly understood the 
message of the holiday.” 

(Hasidic Folktake)
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Questions
9. What message of the holiday did Yankel 

understand?

10. What prayers in the Haggadah thank God for doing 
things for us?

11. When we read from the Haggadah, we are thanking 
God for all that God did for us in the land of Egypt. 
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In Judaism it is a commandment to give tzedakah 
to the poor. It is a mitzvah to give ten percent of 
your income. Giving tzedakah on Passover is just as 
important. At the beginning of the seder we recite 
the words “Ha Lahma Anya,” which say “Let all who 
are hungry come and eat.” We want everyone to be 
able to partake in this holiday. We call this mitzvah 
Ma’ot Hitt im, which  means “wheat money.” Before 
Passover we give money to people in our community 
who without help may not have enough money to 
have a seder or food for the week of Passover. Even 
the poorest in the community should have enough 
matzah and enough wine for four cups of wine. No 
Jew should suff er on this day. It would be as if we 
were still slaves in Egypt.

The man thanked the rabbi and left . Aft er he left , 
the rabbi’s wife was very angry with her husband. 
She asked him, “Why did you give the man so much 
money? It will not cost him that much to buy wine for 
the seder. A lot less would have been fi ne.”
The rabbi went over to his wife and said, “This poor 
man was going to drink milk at the seder. If he did 
not have the money to buy wine for the seder, then 
I am sure he did not have the money to buy fi sh and 
matzah either. 
With this money 
he will be able to 
have a wonderful 
seder.” 

Adapted from The Passover Anthology 
by Phillip Goodman

The Passover seder had fi nished, and Rabbi Levi 
Yitzhak of Berditchev had gone to sleep satisfi ed. He 
thought he had the best seder in the world. During 
the night he had a bad dream. In the dream and angel 
said to him, “Levi Yitzhak, you should not be sleeping 
so well. You did have the best seder. Yankel is the one 
who observed Passover the best.”

Questions
5. Why on Passover do we have a special name for giving tzedakah?
6. Why do you think this is such an important mitzvah?
7. Why would not having enough matzah and wine be like still being 

slaves in Egypt?
8. Read this quote from the Haggadah:

 “This is the bread of affl iction which our ancestors ate in the land of            
. All who are hungry, let them enter and eat. All who are in need, let 
them come celebrate Pesah. Now we are here. Next year in the land 
of Israel. Now we are slaves. Next year we will be free.”

 Why does this quote seem like it is written in present times?

Questions
1. Why did the rabbi give the man money?

2. How do you think the man felt after the 
rabbi gave him the money?

3. Do you think the man had a wonderful 
seder?

4. What is the message of the story?
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