
Environment III: Caring for Animals
The Whole-School Curriculum

by Noam Dolgin

Why do 
you think 
God picked 
Moses after 
this event?

How You Can Help Animals
Many things you do in your daily life can have a big impact on the animals of the 
world.

Here Are some wAYs I CAn Help AnImAls
• I will make sure my pets are fed before I eat myself.
• I will play with my pet and take it for a walk more often.
• I will buy products that are not tested on animals (look for this logo    1).
• I will volunteer at a nature center where animals are cared for.
• I will maintain a bird feeder in winter.
• I will join my school environment club. 
• I will give tzedakah to an organization that protects animals.
• I will eat less meat.
• I will use less paper in order to protect trees and habitats.
• I will adopt a pet from a shelter (talk to you parents first!).
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I  _______________________________________________  , 

wishing to fulfill my duties in accordance with the value of  

Tza’ar Ba’alei Hayyim, do hereby promise to:

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

I believe this is important because

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature: __________________________

Date: ________________________________

The story of moses and the sheep
While our teacher Moses was tending the sheep of Jethro (his father-in-law) in the 
wilderness, a baby goat ran away from him. He ran after it until it reached a pool of 
water, where the baby goat stopped to drink. When Moses reached it he said, “I did 
not know that you were running because you were thirsty. You must 
also be tired.” 

He placed the baby goat on his shoulder and began to walk. The Holy 
One said, “You are compassionate at leading flocks belonging to 
humans; I want you to shepherd my flock, Israel.” (Exodus Rabbah 2:2)
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 Tza’ar Ba’alei Hayyim laws
   Tza’ar Ba’alei Hayyim means preventing cruelty to animals.

When you come across your enemy’s ox or donkey 
wandering, you must be sure to take it back to him. If you 
see the donkey of a man who hates you lying helpless 
under its load, you must refrain from deserting him; you 

must be sure to help him unburden the animal. (Exodus 23:4–5)

It is forbidden to sit down to your own meal before you 
have fed your pets and barnyard animals. As it says, “And I 
you wIll gIve feed to your AnImAls,” and only after that does the 
verse say “And you shAll eAt And be sAtIsfIed.” (Deuteronomy 11:15). 
(Babylonian Talmud, Berakhot 40a)

A person should not acquire domestic animals, wild beasts, 
or birds before buying food for those animals to eat. 
(Jerusalem Talmud, Ketubot 4:8)

Choose one of the above laws to focus on.
What is a modern example of someone not following this law? ________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

List 3 ways you might be able to follow this law in your own life (think creatively).

a.  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

b.  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

c.  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Activity
Invent a slogan to help people remember how to follow these laws. 
Make a banner or a 30-second skit (public service announcement) using your slogan.

Humans connect to animals 
in many different ways. We 
photograph and study many 
animals in the wild. We learn 
from them while we leave 
them alone. Farm animals 
are used for their wool, milk, 
or meat. We make pets 
members of our family, 
feeding them and petting 
them. Other animals can be 
used to help the police or 
assist the blind. 

Wild Animal Pet Animal

What is your favorite 
animal?

Why do you like this 
animal?

What might someone do 
that would hurt this animal?

What can you do to help 
this animal?

How does this animal help 
you or the world?
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