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Guiding Questions for 

“Blended Practices for Teaching Young Children in Inclusive Settings”  
 

Developed by Dr. Kristie Pretti-Frontczak 

 
 

While inclusive settings, policies, and procedures have evolved through research and legislation, day-
to-day practices are often guided by our beliefs. Thus, before diving into the book, you are invited to 
reflect upon where you fall on the “Progression of Inclusion Behaviors” (see Figure 1). 
 
In other words, when it comes to serving young children with diverse abilities, where do you fall on 
the progression? Where does your team members fall? Leadership? Families? Community 
members? What are the implications of what you discover as you aim to meet the needs of all 
children? 

 
Figure 1. Progression of Inclusion Behaviors. 
 
This illustration was developed by Mayra Porrata and Kristie Pretti-Frontczak as a way of showing the 
trajectory, or progression we move through in our approach to demonstrating behaviors or attributes, 
which support inclusion. Click here to download the Essence Glossary™, which includes definitions of 
each attribute (e.g., tolerance, appreciation, compassion, advocacy). 
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Guiding Questions by Chapter 
 
Chapter 1: What does the phrase “blended practices” mean to you? How does your definition 
compare to how the authors define and use the phrase? 
 
Chapter 2: The analogy of an umbrella is used to describe a curriculum framework. What 
other analogy could be used? 
 
Chapter 3: What strategies or processes do you (your team) use to determine “who needs to 
learn what”? 
 
Chapter 4: How does the tiered instructional model presented in Chapter 4 compare and/or 
contrast with other tiered models you have read about or experienced? 
 
Chapter 5: Many argue that the only “active ingredient” to support development and learning 
is relationships. How do the strategies offered in Chapter 5 help create, sustain, and as 
needed, repair relationships between caring adults and the children they serve? 
 
Chapter 6: What other variations of embedding schedules have you experienced or might be 
created to deliver focused instruction? 
 
Chapter 7: How might the strategy of “naturalistic time delay” support children who struggle 
with processing information? 
 
Chapter 8: Some would argue that saying, “The team and the family” is redundant. Why and 
what does this mean for delivering blended practices? 
 
Chapter 9: What role does a child’s exposure to stressors (e.g., confusing and/or overly 
demanding situations, dealing with the strong emotions of others, experiencing intense 
emotions, exposure to violence) play in not only their social-emotional development but 
across content areas? 
 
Chapter 10:  How can the strategies and ideas shared for creating a “literacy rich” early 
education environment be applied to home and community settings? 
 
Chapter 11: What are up to three key considerations when supporting the language and 
literacy skills of Dual Language Learners? 
 
Chapter 12: How does a child’s ability to cooperate, compare, reason, and be curious, impact 
their development of mathematics knowledge and skills? 
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