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Download for Podcast 23: How To Free Up 60 Minutes of Circle Time 

Every Day 

Tips For Improving Traditional Calendar Time Activities 
 

 
Tip 1: Instead of designing a traditional calendar time activity to teach temporal concepts, 
embed learning opportunities throughout the day. 
 

• Start by considering why you have whole group activities like Calendar Time. What 
purpose does this activity serve? Is it to support skills such as counting or 
sequencing?  

• Once you have identified “what’s your what”, you can create embedded learning 
opportunities across routines and activities.  

o For example, at snack, count the number of children absent or talk about how many children 
have a birthday this week. If you are teaching about the weather, instead of pointing to 
today’s weather on a board, engage children outside where they can feel the warmth or 
coolness on their skin, the dryness or moisture in the air, and explore shadows made when 
the sun is shining.  

• You can also support learning concepts like “later” and “next” by using visual 
supports and/or schedules.  

 
 
Tip 2: Allow children to choose how they want to engage in the learning opportunities you’ve 
created. 

• All of us learn differently, and for optimal learning, we need to be interested, 
motivated, and supported. When we think about traditional activities like Calendar 
Time and Circle Time, however, we may find that this “one size” fits all group activity 
doesn’t lead to optimal learning. 
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• When children are offered a choice, whether that be to participate, how to 
participate, or how long to participate, the likelihood that learning will occur is 
increased. 

• So, whether you’ve planned a whole group activity or your headed outside, 
remember, some children will choose a different path. This means we need to 
create opportunities for child choice within choices, and create alternatives. It also 
means being more intentional in how adults are utilized and using self-correcting 
materials.  

 
 
Tip 3: Invite families, teachers, administrators, and/or others to see your classroom in action.  

• Seeing is believing…and sometimes we face less resistance if we show the positive 
results (e.g., more engagement, less problem behaviors) instead of talking about 
them. 

• Be sure to illustrate how concepts traditionally covered during Calendar Time are 
being embedded throughout the day. Don’t assume others will notice without a bit 
of guidance. For example, create an embedding schedule to show where numeracy 
skills are embedded throughout the daily routine. 
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